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ASSEMBLIES:
Sunday Mornings
Worship 9:00 
Coffee Fellowship 10:10
Bible Classes 10:30

Sunday Evenings    
First & Third-
 Small Group Bible Studies
 Group meets in Chapel @6
 

Second- Sunday Night Connect
 Meets in Teen Center @ 6
Fourth-Home Devotionals
 Group meets in Chapel @ 6
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Sunday Morning 
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 Bible Classes  10:30

Wednesday Evenings
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STAFF Office - 388-6514

 Striving to be completely committed 
followers of Jesus.

Discipling . Equipping . Serving . Loving

Bill Alsup 505-2282
Tom Anderson  615-351-6239
John Corn 540-230-8713 
Kerry Couch  840-0445 
Wade Denney  619-0544

Jerry Duggin   731-613-1876
Mike Kesler  388-6125 
John Law 698-2236 
John M. Smith  388-5841
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In the summer of 1909, a young widow, Annette Scotten, 
died, leaving several small children orphaned. Her husband, 
J.O. Scotten, had died the year before. Her older children went 
to live with relatives. The three youngest children were left in 
the guardianship of John W. Fry, a member of the Christian 
Church (now West Seventh Street Church of Christ). At a 
prayer meeting,  Fry suggested the need for an orphans’ home 
in Columbia. Mr. and Mrs. John W. Jackson discussed the idea, 
and the next day he and W.T. Boaz, minister of the Christian 
Church, began soliciting funds from local businessmen to 
build an orphan’s home. 

Both money and property were donated by the community 
and churches. The Tennessee Orphan Home was incorporated 
on September 16, 1909 by Boaz, Jackson, Fry and O.L. Dortch. 
Land was purchased along West 8th and West 9th streets, and 
the City of Columbia donated a building that had been part of 
the Athenaeum School for Girls. The building had to be torn 
down and rebuilt on the new property.

By the time of the groundbreaking in October, there were 
three more orphaned children in need of the home and by 
November 1, the number had grown to eight. Excavation 
on the property was completed in December 1909 and the 
cornerstone set in place in February, 1910.

The Tennessee Orphan Home was formally opened on 
September 5, 1910. According to a Gospel Advocate article 

written by J.C. McQuiddy, it was “a beautiful four-story 
building which included the basement.” It had 42 rooms, 
which accommodated 100 children and was valued at almost 
$25,000. It sat on three acres in a residential section of town, 
and had city water, electricity, and steam heat. The first 
superintendent was the minister, W.T. Boaz. He and his wife, 
Effie, and their four children moved into the home along with 
the eight orphans and a servant.

The goal of the home was to provide a loving environment for 
the children and facilitate their placement in good Christian 
homes for fostering or adoption. Care in the home was 
organized into three separate departments - preschool, school 
aged girls and school aged boys. Each floor had a matron 
who supervised the children, taught them table manners, 
and “mothered” them. The kitchen and dining room were in 
the basement. There were parlors, porches, and playgrounds 
where the children were together and functioned like a big 
family.

The children attended Sunday school and worship regularly at 
the Christian Church, and with the move to the new building 
in 1925, the West Seventh Street Church of Christ. The 

congregation has continued 
providing leadership and 
support, which has made 
it possible for the home to 
continue to care for children in 
need.

In 1914, Mr. and Mrs. W.W. 
Gant gave a 275-acre farm to 
the home. It was located on 
Williamsport Pike, about five 
miles west of Columbia. The 
farm provided milk, meat and 
vegetables for the children, 
as well as hay and silage for 
livestock. Maury County 

citizens also helped support the home through donations of 
bedding, quilts, clothing, and home canned foods, and many 
churches and individuals sent monthly donations.

In 1917, on the recommendation of the Tennessee Secretary 
of State Board of Charities, the board reorganized the home. 
Record keeping had been haphazard, and there had been 
some errors in financial judgment. However, the board 
members remained committed to serving orphaned and 
abandoned children. Because of their perseverance and 
God’s faithfulness, the home survived.

THE HISTORY OF
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A new board president, J.C. McQuiddy, was elected. 
McQuiddy was a shrewd businessman who operated the 
Gospel Advocate and his own printing company. His 
business insight and leadership skills led to better decisions 
and money management. Thanks to his leadership, the 
board was able to keep the home’s assets intact, minimize 
expenses, and keep financial records well organized. 
McQuiddy passed away in 1924, but because of his years 
at the helm, the home was prepared to continue to operate 
through the Great Depression.

The number of children cared for by the home grew 
throughout the years until the early 1920s.  When they had 
more than they could accommodate, they began to house 
some of the children in private homes. It became obvious 
that more space was needed. Eventually, the decision 
was made to relocate to Spring Hill. The move was made 
in July 1936, and the home in Columbia and the farm in 
Williamsport were sold.

The Spring Hill campus proved to be the perfect location 
for the home. Not only were there several usable buildings 
on the property, including Ferguson Hall and the Hughes 
home, there was also a lake and farm land where they could 
grow food and raise livestock. The children could walk to 
the public school.

The children all had chores before and after school. The 
girls helped with cleaning, mopping floors, washing dishes 
and ironing. The boys worked in the fields, milked cows, 
fed chickens, and cleaned and loaded coal furnaces. Each 
Sunday, they were loaded on buses and taken to  surrounding 
congregations. The boys would often lead singing and speak, 
and the girls would recite memory verses.

In later years as needs changed, the home evolved. New 
by-laws were written, and new programs were developed. 
Most of the children served were no longer literal orphans 
but were neglected or abused, coming from troubled homes 
without proper parental guidance or care. In order to reflect 
these changes, in September 1982, the name of the home 
was changed to Tennessee Children’s Home.

Instead of continuing to live in a dormitory-type 
arrangement, group homes were established where a 
maximum of eight children live in single-family homes with 
house parents. Each home has individual responsibility for 
home devotional, church attendance, laundry, cooking and 
cleaning. In addition to the Spring Hill campus there are 
now campuses in West, East, and North Central Tennessee, 
offering various kinds of professional counseling services in 
addition to education, tutoring, and when needed, alcohol 
and drug treatment.

Since the home 
opened in 1909, more 
than 18,000 children 
and families have 
been helped. The 
property in Spring 
Hill has grown from 
55 acres to more than 
500 acres. Today, the 
home anticipates 
another move to a 
rural setting outside 
Spring Hill. 

From the beginning, the West Seventh Church has been 
an integral part of the support system of the home, along 
with thousands of Christians and other congregations 
of churches of Christ. The annual budget has grown to 
about $4 million, which includes food, clothing, shelter, 
counseling, education, transportation, and other needs. The 
home  could not continue to operate without the donations 
of faithful Christian supporters.

All the children who have been cared for at the home have 
been taught the Good News of Jesus Christ, and thousands 
of young people have obeyed the Gospel. Today, with 
God’s help, the mission continues. For more information 
on volunteering and donations, please visit their website: 
tennesseechildrenshome.org, or speak with Bill Alsup.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JULY 2019
Mary Murphy
Kaden Suzdak

Dalton Bennet
Darrel Marlin
Judy Roberson

Mr/Mrs Pat Coleman

Marguerite Porter
Heather Ramirez
John M. Smith
Benja White

Doug Phillips Tracy Robinson

Mr/Mrs Tony Smith

Lisa Bennett
Marie Davidson
Eric Karkau

Beverly Simmons

Mr/Mrs Jim 
              Netherland

Mr/Mrs Carlos Ramirez
Winnie Love
Lily Martin

Glenda Northcutt
Haley Schmidt
Mayer Shirley

Conner Hunnicutt

Mr/Mrs Paul Gibson
Mr/Mrs Mark                    
                   Matzkiw

Mr/Mrs David Ward

Bonnie Esslinger

Preston Gomez
Kelly Williams

Mr/Mrs Chad Cox
Mr/Mrs Rickey 
                     Savage

Mary Law
Brandy Young

Tom Anderson
Jan Glover
Mary Frances 
                   Hancock

Mr/Mrs Bob Jones

Amy Skidmore
Parker Trulove

Brett Basham
Amy Cox
Claire Jones

Hannah McMurtry

Mr/Mrs John Cary

Sadie Rae Howell
Nixon Love
Dan Shires

Julie Heffington
Mary Pugh

Dr/Mrs Kent Pardon
Mr/Mrs Doug Taylor

Bob Cofer
Bill Robinson
Addison Thomas
Phillip Young, III

Amy Cary
Anna Kate Cofer

Mr/Mrs Scott Liggett

Barbara Thrasher

Kim Forsthoff

Mr/Mrs Jeff Kinser

Max Dugger
Ryan Schmidt

Mr/Mrs Barry
                    England

Nancy Heffington
Riley Kinser
Terry Wilson
Dorothy Jean
                  Witherow

Mr/Mrs Kyle Thomas

Randi Shirley
Cheyenne
         Westmoreland

Sandy Lee
Tommy McEwen

Julie Thomason

 Mr/Mrs Floyd   
                Parsons

Dale Robinson

Mr/Mrs Joe
    Westmoreland

Jim Selbe

Vacation Bible School  6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  -  with meal following

Ben Diles

Independence Day
Office Closed

Small Group 
Bible Studies

Home Devotionals

Singing &
 Ice Cream Social

Small Group 
Bible Studies

Ron Harper
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       Luke       Ecclesiastes
 1  o 10-12 o 1 
 2  o 13-15 o 2
 3  o 16-18 o 3
 4  o 19-21 o 4
 5  o 22-24 o 5
      Amos
 6  o 1-3  o 6                                                                                   
7 ------------ Reflection ------------
 8  o 4-6  o 7
 9  o 7-9  o  8
      1 Chronicles
10  o 1-4  o 9 
11  o 5-8  o 10
12  o 9-11  o 11
13  o 12-14 o 12
14 ------------ Reflection ------------

The book-at-a-time Bible reading 
plan provides two readings for each 
day. The first reading alternates 
between Old and New Testament 
books, giving you three or four 
chapters a day. The Gospels are 
spread throughout the year.

The second reading takes you 
through a chapter or so of the 
wisdom literature and Isaiah. 
Combined, these readings take you 
through the entire Bible in one year.

To prevent the frustration of 
falling behind and to provide some 
reflection time, each month consists 
of only 25 readings. You’ll have 
several days each month to meditate 
more deeply on something that was 
significant to you in the past week, 
to catch up on missed readings, or 
to revisit favorite passages.

                     Song of Songs
15  o 15-17  o 1
16  o 18-20 o 2
17  o 21-23 o 3
18  o 24-26 o 4
19  o 27-29 o 5
      Hosea
20  o 1-4  o 6
21 ------------ Reflection ------------
22  o 5-8   o 7
23  o 9-11  o 8
        Psalm
24  o 12-14 o 95
      1 Corinthians
25  o 1-2  o 96
26  o 3-5  o 97
27 o 6-8  o 98
28  o 9-11  o 99

Bible Reading 
              BOOK-AT-A-TIME                            July

 In memory of Ann Phoenix

Henry & Charlie Ann Dugger
A.C. Howell
Anne Hendrix
Micky Caldwell
Wanda Butler
Cathy Edwards 
Bobby & Pamela Jones
Jane Wells
James & Jane Springer
Jacque Hemphill
West 7th Church of Christ
 

Memorial Gifts
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WEST SEVENTH MINISTRIES
To learn more about:  Contact:
Audio System  Eric Bryant
Baby Showers  TBD 
Baptism Preparation  Jim Criswell
Benevolence  Tom Anderson
      Members  Joe Westmoreland
      Hispanic  Alex Quintero
      Non-members  Tom Anderson
Bridal Showers  Wanda Smith
Communion Preparation  John Kodatt
Counseling  Barry England
Education  
     Children’s Education Haley Schmidt, James Thomas, 
      Zach Whitworth
     Vacation Bible School  Lisa Couch
Facility  David Ward
Family Ministry Barry England
Fellowship Meals  Jerry & Shirley Oakley
Finance/Contribution Count  Zach Whitworth
Food Pantry Harry & Mary Law, Boone & Kathy   
 Morrow
Greeters Darrel Marlin
Hispanic Ministry  Alex Quintero
Men’s Ministry  David Esslinger
Missions  Josh Hardin
Nursing Home Communion  John Simmons
Nursing Home/Assisted Living  John Simmons
Open/Close Bldg HVAC  Billy Brooks, Steve McEwen
PrimeTimers (Senior Adults)  Barry England
     Service George & Shirley Freeland
     Fellowship Bob & Judy Cofer, Faye Kinzer
Service Station Mike Forsthoff
Broadcasting Calvin Jackson, Paul Gibson, 
 Chuck Simpson
Traffic/Parking  Billy Brooks
Vehicle Maintenance  Billy Brooks
Van Drivers/Scheduling  Steve Cofer
Visitation Mike Greene,  John Law
Women’s Ministry  Jeanine Denney, Sharon Greene, 
 Beverly Simmons
Worship Assignments Sunday  Phillip Young, Sr., Pat Coleman
                                Wednesday Tommy McEwen
                                Nursery Brenda Coleman
                                Powerpoint Eric Karkau
Tween Ministry Grades 5-6  Ryan & Haley Schmidt
Ushers Zach Kittrell
Youth Ministry  Grades 7-12  Tucker Vincent, Jon Bennett, 
 Jacob Love, Jamie Hubbell

BIBLE CLASSES
Sunday   10:30 a.m.

Children’s Classes - See the Information Center for a complete list 
of children’s classes, teachers, topics and a map of our facilities.     

Adult Classes
College Age &                   Celebration of Discipline Room 212
Young Professionals      
John Law

Young Marrieds            Survey of the Bible Room 306
Barry England
Tyler Sells

Young Families                Gospel of Mark  Room 214 
James Thomas

Homebuilders                   James TV Studio
Wade Denney                
Jon Bennett                      

Adult Class                       John  Fireside Room
Randy Owens                    

Adult Class                Practical Lessons for  Auditorium
Porter King                  Everyday Christianity  

Adult Class                       Psalms          Chapel
Joel Oswalt  

Hispanic Class                                                                  Room 307
Alex Quintero
     
            

 Wednesday   7:00 p.m.

All adults will meet in the auditorium for the Summer Series.

July 3  Singing         (followed by Ice Cream Social)

July 10   Ron Harper  Walking by Grace 
             Titus 2:11-12

July 24  Jim Selbe    Rely on Your Instruments  
                                                   Proverbs 3:1-6

July 31  Ben Diles  The Math of God – 
    How Love, Faith & Obedience are all the same thing
          Gospel of John

Hispanic Class                                                                  Room 307
Alex Quintero
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A Wisconsin pediatrician wants his newspaper to eject my 
column, giving as one of his complaints that I hold “to the 
idea that the world of the 1950s was the be-all and end-all 
of parenting/childrearing, and that if we were to return to 
that era with the good-old practices of our grandparents, 
our children would reap the benefits.” The good doctor then 
claims that my traditionalist point of view is not supported by 
evidence. As “evidence” that his assessment of me is correct, 
he refers to Huffington Post review of one of my books in 
which the reviewer claims that I do not believe child and teen 
suicide, gender-identity issues, or drug abuse existed in the 
1950s, all of which is news to me.

It is, I realize, difficult for people born after 1965, roughly, 
to wrap their heads around the idea that there were, in fact, 
things about America’s past that were better than they are 
today. The political climate, 
for one thing. Childrearing, 
for another. Is there a body 
of statistical and research-
based evidence that would 
support the retro-notion 
that what is now called 
“parenting” was far more functional - for child, parent, 
school, and culture - pre-1960s than it has been since?

There most certainly is. In fact, there is not one statistic that 
would support the notion that today’s parenting is guided by 
more enlightened ideas.

For one, the child and teen suicide rate per capita is estimated 
to be at least ten times greater today than it was in the 
1950s. That happens to be a reliable marker of child mental 
health, and I doubt that any reasonable person would argue 
that how a child is parented significantly affects his or her 
mental health. One of the questions I routinely ask people 
in my generation is “Do you recall a high school classmate 
committing suicide?” I have yet to encounter someone who 
possesses said memory. That some children did commit 
suicide in the 1950s is undeniable, but relatively speaking, 
it was rare.

The research of Diana Baumrind, emeritus professor of 
psychology at the University of California - Berkeley, finds 
that parents who adhere, today, to a traditional parenting 
ethic, emphasizing unconditional love and firm discipline, 
raise the most well-adjusted children.

Baumrind and her research partner, Robert Larzelere of 
Oklahoma State University, have found that children who 
are occasionally spanked by responsible, loving parents, 
score higher on measures of well-being than children 
whose parents do not spank. Mind you, that does not mean 
spanking is essential to raising a well-adjusted child. It means 
that parents who spank on occasion - as did the typical 
1950s parent - are likely to possess greater confidence in 
their authority than parents who do not spank or who spank 
liberally and indiscriminately. The fact is, children need 
unequivocal authority as much as they do unconditional 
love.

In the 1950s, during which I was in elementary school, it was 
not unusual to find an elementary teacher presiding, on her 
own, over a classroom of more than 40 children. That made it 

difficult to impossible to give 
children individual attention. 
Many of us, including yours 
truly, came to first grade not 
knowing our ABCs. Mothers 
who routinely helped their 
children with their homework 

were “unheard of.” Yet we outperformed today’s kids at every 
grade level. The very rare child brought to school behavior 
problems of the sort that are legion in today’s classrooms 
(which belies the notion that these “disorders” are genetically-
transmitted).

The overwhelming preponderance of evidence is on my side: 
For reasons that have to do with a generally-held parental 
attitude as opposed to any given disciplinary method, 
parenting outcomes in the 1950s were better by far than 
they are today. And make no mistake about it, the attitude in 
question works no less well today. If it did not, this column 
would not be 42 years in the writing.

I also believe classic rock from the ‘50s, ‘60s, and ‘70s is vastly 
superior to anything being done today. Anyone want to take 
me on about that?

[Used by permission from www.rosemond.com. Dr. Rosemond 
is a premier expert on traditional, biblical parenting and is the 
busiest speaker in the parenting field. John’s purpose is to inspire 
parents to take loving leadership of their families and raise 
children who will assume responsible citizenship as adults.]

Parenting of the Past 
Is Better Than Today



Hello, Church! 

I want to start by letting you know that Summer 2019 
has been one of the best! So far this summer, we have 
added two interns to our staff, had students attend both 
weeks of Maury Christian Camp, ventured to Lipscomb 
University to attend Impact, and we are currently 
getting ready to take our trip to Monterey, TN for our 
Mission VBS. In the month of July, we have some things 
planned, but we are excited to be back in town to spend 
more time with our students in Columbia. 
 

The theme of Maury Christian Camp this year was 
More Than Conquerors. The interns and I enjoyed a 
week on the mountain with our first week campers. 
Between all the laughs, sports, quality time, and crafts, 
the campers were richly blessed with all of their classes, 
small groups, and nightly devotionals. I know that the 
teens and families that attended the second week of 
camp were also blessed. 

At the time of writing this, I am on day three of 
Impact at Lipscomb University. The theme this week 
is Bound. Currently, we’re taking a deep dive into the 
Psalms. This look into the Psalms is really helping our 
students to take a good look at some aspects of their 
faith they might not have looked at before. Things 
such as lamenting, loneliness, doubt, and thankfulness 
are important fundamentals our students are learning 
about this week. 

After Impact, we are headed up to Monterey, TN for 
my favorite week of the summer! We’re excited to be 
working with Standing Stone Church of Christ (a new 
church for us to work with) to put on a Vactation Bible 
School. Our VBS theme is Treasure Island, and we will 
be using that theme to talk about the love of God all 
week. Standing Stone is a small church, and we are 
very excited to be able to work with a church who is 
excited about reaching out to their community in a 
missional way. 
 
That is what our summer has looked like so far! A huge 
thanks to Chris and Michelle Shrader and Kerbe and 
Delores Lee for housing our interns this summer! As 
always, I ask for your prayers as we continue to try to 
help our students see the glory and goodness of Jesus 
throughout the summer. Thank you for your continued 
support of our ministry! 

My door is always open, 
Tucker Vincent

Student Ministry 
Summer Update


