
ELDERS

Jon Bennett
Billy Brooks
Eric Bryant
Rob Cofer
Randy Davidson
David Esslinger
George Freeland
Mike Forsthoff

Paul Gibson
Bill Hall
Jamie Hubbell
Calvin Jackson
Ben Jones
Porter King
David Kirk
Zach Kittrell

Jacob Love
Darrel Marlin
Tommy McEwen
Jerry Oakley
Kent Pardon
Willie Robinson
Rickey Savage
James Thomas
Joe Westmoreland

DEACONS

The Messenger is published monthly by
West Seventh Street Church of Christ
405 West Seventh Street
Columbia, TN 38401
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Columbia, TN
Permit No. 710

ASSEMBLIES:
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 Striving to be completely committed 
followers of Jesus.

Discipling . Equipping . Serving . Loving



With the inductive Bible study method, there is no 
middle man telling you what the Bible says or teaches. 
These studies help people to engage the Word for 
themselves.  You will “Discover truth for yourself – but 
never by yourself.” That statement was repeated multiple 
times when I was trained how to facilitate these studies.

Here is a brief explanation of inductive Bible studies:    
“The fundamental principle of inductive Bible study is to 
study the text of Scripture first and refer to the work of 
others second.  In this approach, individual time spent 
observing Scripture to know what the Bible says and 
using sound principle of interpretation to understand 
what it means should culminate in personal application.  
Although individual study is the first step, high value is 
placed on group discussion of what has been observed, 
sharing insights of understanding and application so 
that confirmation, 
clarification, or 
correction is made 
in the fellowship 
of others who have 
also studied.  Verbalized understanding helps seal truths 
in our minds and sharing application encourages us to 
greater obedience and holiness.”  

Precepts is among the best ways to study the Bible, 
I believe, because the study is not about the skills or 
presentation of the teacher.  It is about each person 
learning the Bible with the Holy Spirit as the teacher.  
Precept upon Precept textual studies require each 
student to complete five lessons each week before the 
class meeting.  These lessons can take up to three to five 
hours to complete, however students are encouraged to 
come to class even if they are not able to complete the 
homework.  But don’t just take my word for it, consider 
what others are saying. 

“Give it one hour per day and you will be amazed at the 
truths in God’s Word.  Being in the class beginning last fall 
only made me want to do more.”  - Shirley Oakley

“I really enjoyed the class. Even though there is more 
preparation for this class than others, the rewards are a 
deeper understanding of the book being studied and great 
discussion during class time.” - Adrienne Law

“This has been the best way that I have ever experienced 
to study scripture deeply with others.” - Wade Denney

“This study has given me a foundation of God’s Word that 
I’ve never had before. I’ve learned first and foremost at 
how the Bible is truly a living, breathing document from 
God. Having young children, it’s always been a challenge 
to spend quality time in God’s Word and truly learn from 
it. For the first time in my life, I’m getting fed spiritually 
from this class and crave it. There are “ah-ha” moments 
I have had in just about every class; just when I think I 
know what is in the Bible, there are countless times when 
I’m blown away with what God says and the lessons He 
teaches us.”  - Erica Williams

“The classes have taught me to dig much deeper into the 
scriptures for a better understanding of God and how 
he has always related to His people, including me.  Our 

Lord God is loving, 
and He is a promise 
keeper. I have 
learned to establish 

a daily routine of meaningful study as I prepare to meet 
with the class each week. This method of study that was 
new to me; however, I quickly learned this is the way I 
want to continue to study God’s word. I am constantly 
amazed at how much I have missed in the scriptures 
before I started the inductive study approach.  I have 
gained a renewed excitement for studying the scriptures.  
Participating in a Precept Bible Study is an excellent way 
to renew or establish a relationship with other members of 
our congregation.”  -Faye Kinzer 

“I have always had a passion for study but to be perfectly 
honest had not had the guidance I truly needed in order 
to dig through and interpret for myself.  I spent years in 
classes as a child and young adult having “what I believe” 
being spoon fed to me….or at least what others said I 
believed.  I wanted so badly to figure out for myself what I 
believed and why I believed it, but felt overwhelmed at how 
to go about it.  I have found that guidance with Precept.  It 
feels, for me, that it provides a sensible method for study of 
scripture rather than simply using a workbook where you 
are attempting to get the right answers the author of the 
lesson is seeking. I love the digging part now!  Ha!  When 
I dig for myself I find I retain so much more than just 
reading someone else’s thoughts and opinions.” - Joy Jones

Who is ready for an Inductive Bible Study?
By Randy Owens

“I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways.”  
Psalm 119:15



The workbooks walk you through the following steps: 
• Prayer - each personal lesson and group study begins 

with prayer
• Observation - examining what the text says
• Interpretation - understanding what the text means
• Application - relating the meaning of the text to your 

life
• Key words and phrases – marking certain key words 

or phrases.  
• Cross References –observing related texts
• Word Studies – noting how a Greek or Hebrew word 

is used in the text
• Commentaries – while they can be useful, these are 

read after the other steps are completed

These steps move one from passive learning to active 
participation and increased retention. An inductive study 
is not hard, but it does require effort and time.  

The next study will begin in September.  This study of 
Hebrews has 26 lessons so with breaks for the holidays, 
the study will last into early spring.  There will be two 
class sessions, one on Wednesday evenings and one on 
Sunday evenings.  If interested, please contact me with any 
questions.  For those new to an inductive study, there will 
be an informational session on Sunday, August 21, during 
Bible class to learn more and answer any questions.  In 
the meantime, talk with someone who has participated in 
these studies or contact me with any questions.  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

                  1       2           3                 4       5           6
When Families 

Breakdown 
Rob Johnson

  7    8         9            10  11     12        13
Round Table 

Dessert Supper 
Family Center

           14   15        16            17  18       19         20

+One for All 
Family CenterHome Devotionals

           21   22       23            24  25       26         27

Video Recap 
of Summer &

Panel Discussion
Small Group 
Bible Studies

Home DevotionalsCONNECT

           28   29       30            31        

AUGUST

We Are FamilyWe Are Family

August 3: Rob Johnson will speak about the breakdown of families, the effect on children, and how the church can help.
August 7: A Q&A session with our elders and an update on the new Outreach Center at 6:00 p.m.
August 10: Intergenerational worship and round table discussion led by Taft Ayers, with desserts in the Family Center at 6:30 p.m.
August 14: Home Devotionals
August 17: PLUS ONE - Bring a friend for a meal and Bible study in the Family Center at 6:00 p.m.
August 21: Small Group Bible Studies Begin
August 24: A video recap of the summer and a panel discussion in the Teen Center at 6:30 p.m.
August 28: CONNECT in the Teen Center at 6:00 p.m.
August 31: Home Devotionals

Elder Q&A 
OC Update



Journey to Jerusalem
Vacation Bible School



Holy Land Adventure
July 11-13, 2022
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   We are so happy to bring you exciting news about the 
completed church building in Eluru, India.  Contributions 
for this effort came 
from many sources, but 
generous contributions 
from West Seventh 
individuals amounted to 
about $37,000.   We 
can’t find words to 
thank you enough for 
your generosity, but we 
have thanked the Lord 
many times for the West 
Seventh Church. 
   It has been seven 
long years since the 
construction began in 
2015.  The pilings were poured and the foundation was 
laid.  Things never progress very fast in India, but the 
problems they faced were unbelievable.  Unexpectedly, 
a neighbor filed a lawsuit against us over land rights.  
This resulted in a work stoppage for two years while 
going through court proceedings.  We won the case, 
and the neighbor died unexpectedly shortly thereafter.  
However, two years were lost.
   Shortly after the work resumed, Covid hit and all 
construction work in India was stopped for about 18 
months.  During the time lost, rampant inflation increased 
costs drastically.  Consequently, the contributed funds 
were no longer sufficient to complete the project. We 
felt it was not right to go back to congregations and 
individuals to ask for more money after the sacrifices 
they had already made.  
   Both Abraham Lincoln and I were discouraged, and 
we spent a lot of time in prayer. We sing a song, “The 
Lord moves in mysterious ways His wonders to perform.”  
Then unexpected and unsolicited, a special couple 
gave $20,000, and Philippi Church of Christ, gave 
$11,000. West Seventh had a fund raiser amounting to 
$6,400, which put us over the top.  Then another special 
couple gave $7,000 for furnishings.  The total cost of 
this beautiful facility amounted to $187,000.  What a 
bargain!
            The building was completed in June and a dedication 
service was held June 30, 2022.  The attendance that day 
was over 500 people with some standing in the street. 

There were over 200 visitors, including many Hindus.  
Several preachers spoke. It was an all day affair with a 

fellowship meal provided. 
  This congregation is worthy 
of this blessing. It is very 
strong spiritually, with three 
elders and deacons. It will be 
a beacon to the city and an 
outreach to distant places. 
The building also houses the 
India School of Evangelism as 
well as bedrooms for orphan 
boys had been sleeping in 
Abraham Lincoln’s home.  
The building comfortably 
seats 350 people. It has 
two stories with classrooms 

and a balcony on the second floor. It has rest rooms 
and kitchen facilities. It is constructed of steel and brick, 
overlaid with stucco and has a concrete roof.  It will be a 
substantial building for many years. 
   On behalf of the Eluru Church, along with Abraham 
Lincoln, we extend our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed to this project.  Also, a big thank you to 
individuals and West Seventh for your continued support 
of the orphan’s home and the India School of Evangelism. 
   Although we can no longer personally make those trips 
to India, we still support them in every way we can, and 
we consistently encourage them by phone and e-mail. 
Please continue to pray for the future of the gospel in 
India. 

Eluru Church Update
by Bill and Lola-Margaret Hall


