Community Reflections

Go Ask You Mother and Trust God Along the Way!
34 “Jerusalem,

Pastor Vic
Senior Pastor

Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.
Luke 13:34 (NIV)

Happy Mother’s Day this month. Did you know that a mother-hen is a powerful image of God in the Bible?
Seriously! Read aloud the titles of some great hymns that were sung during the time of Jesus in the
synagogues and Temple worship in Jerusalem:
• “Hide me in the shadow of thy wings,” 17:8.
• “In the shadow of thy wings I will take refuge till the storms of destruction pass by,” 57:1.
• “Oh, to be safe under the shelter of thy wings,” 61:4.
• “In the shadow of thy wings I sing for joy,” 63:7.
• “Under his wings you will find refuge,” 91:4.
These songs are from the Psalms, the hymn book of the people of Israel. The protective wings of God are referred to
in Psalms 17, 36, 57, 61, 63, and 91. When Jesus uses the image of a mother hen in Luke 13:34 gathering her brood
under her wings, the people are familiar with it. But, the people of Jerusalem were “not willing” to receive Jesus’
offer of love, protection and comfort.
How often do we refuse Jesus’ love? How often do we reject the shelter of God’s wings, soldiering on under our
own power and wisdom? How often do we ignore the help that God in Christ Jesus can provide? How can we forget
the help that God freely offers throughout history, from the beginning of time, and which God promises throughout
eternity? How can we forget the help that God offers most fully in the life, death and resurrection of his son, Jesus
Christ? The sheltering wings of God, are sung in the songs of Israel, in the Psalms. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus offers
his comfort, like a mother hen offering sheltering wings for a frightened people. Jesus is God. Luke is clear about this.
Jesus is clear about this. Jesus laments Jerusalem’s unwillingness to accept His shelter, His comfort, His servant king,
self-sacrifice for their sakes. God’s love is like a mother hen who gathers and protects us. God’s love is like a
mother hen who hides us under her wings. God’s love is also like a mother hen: who dies for us. Find rest in
our Lord God and not in having to be a super mom. And to each of you
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moms, thanks for who you are and how you reflect this
care to your family.
On Mother’s Day Sunday we have a special treat in our
worship services with a dramatic presentation by Chuck
Neighbors. Go ask Your Mother is the second presentation of
true-life stories from Chuck Neighbors. In this presentation
Chuck tackles fatherhood, sharing lessons he learned from his
father and some of the joys, humor, and trials of raising three
sons of his own. You’ll hear stories of kids embarrassing their
parents, stories of rebellion and reconciliation, and unfinished
stories of hope rooted in a father’s love for his kids. Much is
written today about kids raised in the church, only to abandon
the faith when they leave home. Chuck shares his own experience with this troublesome issue. Raising kids is not for the
faint of heart and you will identify with this father’s confessions of struggles, uncertainty and hope for the future. Although, this presentation is not specifically for Mother’s
Day, the themes are very appropriate for this occasion
which promises to be a fun, inspiring, and blessed Sunday.
Awana, our children’s mid-week ministry ends this month
and I want to thank Dawn Zook, our Children’s Ministry
Director, and Greg Zook our Family Ministries pastor along
with all the volunteer staff for their great servant help to
the children throughout this past year. We also want to
thank Pat Langenhorst and Lorraine Wright for coordinating our Legacy Dinners along with all the many volunteers.
The meals were delicious!
Coming up on Sunday, June 3 we’re privileged to have
missionary Phyllis Sorter with us. She
continues her mission work of Schools for Africa in Nigeria.
Her story about the 2015 kidnapping by Nigerian rebels is
written in the book Kidnapping of an American Missionary: One woman’s story of courage and conviction under fire. https://smile.amazon.com/KidnappingAmerican-Missionary-PhyllisSortor/dp/0893673358/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=152423
7686&sr=81&keywords=The+Kidnapping+of+an+American+Missionar
y&dpID=41YVpDkUbTL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_
QL40_&dpSrc=srch
Did you know most people who start coming to church
come from a personal invitation? I encourage you to invite
a friend or family member to these two special Sunday
presentations. And, of course, invite them to any of our other
Sundays as we continue our journey in Colossians of Living
Life Under Jesus as Lord.
Pastor Vic

CHILDREN’S

MINISTRIES
April was a wonderful month in Kid’s
Ministry. We celebrated Easter, we
Dawn Zook
collaborated with adults and youth to
Children’s Ministry
Director
send 88 cheerfully decorated bags of
nutritious snacks (and one candy bar)
to Everett Gospel Mission’s Women and Children’s shelter, we raced our cars down the track at Awana Grand
Prix, cheering on our friends and leaders. All the while,
focusing on winning the true race of life by knowing and
serving Christ.
Looking forward, we have big plans for summer! Mark
your calendars now for our VBS alternative for this year,
an all church outing to the beautiful Jim Creek Naval Air
Station Recreational Facility. August 17 and 18, we have
reserved the Lodge and Bear Pavilion for a fun outdoor
time. There are so many details coming, but we want to
encourage each person to consider attending. If you are
single, bring some friends. If you are a couple, bring another couple. Bring your grandkids! Bring your kids and
their friends. Bring another family! Bring the entire youth
group! There will be an overnight option, but we also offer Saturday only attendance and commuters who love to
sleep in their own beds. There will be games, crafts, a
potluck on Friday night, s’mores, campfire Bible time with
Pastor Greg, options for canoeing, hiking, walking, fishing,
visiting and more.
Because the facility is a Navy recreation option, as well as
an operational communications hub, we will all have to
pre-register and be checked in at the gate. We will handle
that for you all. That just means we will plan ahead!
It’s a great opportunity to invite someone who’s been
thinking about attending church and searching for God.
Please pray now about attending and about bringing
someone with you. I’m really looking forward to this to
serve our church, our kids and our neighborhood. Mark
your calendars!
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LEGACY DINNER
MAY LEGACY DINNERS
Wednesdays: May 2 & May 9 (last night)
5pm—5:45 pm, FH
Menus are posted each week in the bulletin.
Dinners:$3/person with a max. of $15/fam.

COMFORD PARK
12:00PM - 1:00PM

MAY AWANA
MAY 2 - STORE #3
May 9 - Awards Night
(last night)
Have a wonderful summer!!
See you in September!!

Each Wednesday evening Pastor Greg
facilitates a Bible Study Group at 6:30 pm
in Portable 1.
May’s Meeting Dates are:
May 2 and May 9 (last night)

CHUCK NEIGHBORS
WILL BE HERE SUNDAY, MAY 13, 2018
FOR BOTH SERVICES.
HE WILL BE PERFORMING
“GO ASK YOUR MOTHER”
Go Ask Your Mother is the second presentation of truelife stories from Chuck Neighbors. In this presentation
Chuck tackles fatherhood, sharing lessons he learned from
his father and some of the joys, humor, and trials of raising
three sons of his own. You’ll hear stories of kids embarrassing their parents, stories of rebellion and reconciliation, and unfinished stories of hope rooted in a father’s
love for his kids. Much is written today about kids raised in
the church, only to abandon the faith when they leave
home. Chuck shares his own experience with this troublesome issue. Raising kids is not for the faint of heart and
you will identify with this father’s confessions of struggles,
uncertainty and hope for the future.
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•

FAMILY MINISTRIES

I was reading this blog sight from
Debbie McDaniel of crosswalk.com
and thought I would share these
words of hope in our uncertain times. There isn't room
to include all the Scripture so I just listed the references.
I encourage you to look them up in your Bible or on your
device to read them as they are very encouraging words
of life. You might consider meditating on one passage
each day of the month as a sort of journey to peace in the
midst of uncertainty. Enjoy.
Pastor Greg Zook
Pastor of Family Ministries

33 Verses about Fear and Anxiety to Remind Us: God is
in Control
Fear. One of the enemy’s most popular weapons that he
uses against us. Worry, anxiety, fear…can overwhelm us
with a thick shadow of darkness, controlling our every
move and decision. So much crazy going on around us
today - wars, conflicts, persecution, violence, crime, natural disasters, terrorism, economic uncertainty, unemployment, divisions, disease, death. We fear for our children’s future, we fear for our families, we fear for our
financial future, we fear for our safety. The list goes on…
long. There actually is a lot we could potentially worry
about. Yet reality tells us that so much of what we spend
our time worrying about never even happens. Living under the weight of the "what if's" is a hard place to
dwell. I struggled with fear and worry for years. But
through time, I began to find that the things that once
would have sent me down an anxious spiral, no longer
had the same effect. It didn’t happen quickly, but over
days, months, years.

•
•

Choosing not to allow fear and anxiety to control
your life.
Choosing to guard your heart.
Choosing to focus your mind on what is truth in the
midst of uncertain times.

We might still feel afraid, but we can believe that God is
with us. We may not be in control, but we can trust the
One who is. We may not know the future, but we can
know the God who does.
33 Verses to Remind Us - We Do Not Have to Fear:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Isaiah 41:10
Psalm 56:3
Philippians 4:6-7
John 14:27
2 Timothy 1:7
1 John 4:18
Psalm 94:19
Isaiah 43:1
Proverbs 12:25
Psalm 23:4
Joshua 1:9
Matthew 6:34
1 Peter 5:6-7
Isaiah 35:4
Luke 12:22-26
Psalm 27:1
Psalm 55:22

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Mark 6:50
Deuteronomy 31:6
Isaiah 41:13-14
Psalm 46:1
Psalm 118:6-7
Proverbs 29:25
Mark 4:39-40
Psalm 34:7
1 Peter 3:14
Psalm 34:4
Deuteronomy 3:22
Revelation 1:17
Mark 5:36
Romans 8:38-39
Zephaniah 3:17
Psalm 91:1-16

Be assured, He is with you in whatever you face, in the
turmoil and struggles, amidst the anxious thoughts and
the worries of life. He is there, strengthening, helping,
and He holds you in His hands. God is greater. He gives
us the power to live courageously, boldly, fearlessly in
this life, when many things that surround us would tell
us to be afraid. His truth whispers strong and sure to the
deepest core of our spirits.

“Do not fear.”
All of that stuff on your mind? Give it to Him – again.
I read words - of life - of truth. Soaking them in, over and
Replace those fearful thoughts with His words of truth.
over, praying them out loud. Until they became so familAnd sleep in peace tonight. He knows what concerns
iar, they replaced the other things in my mind that I’d
you, He’s got you covered.
battled against. There’s nothing magical about words
and verses, but there is power through them, because
Peace.
they’re God’s words.
Debbie McDaniel is a writer, pastor's wife, mom to three
amazing kids (and a lot of pets). Join her each morning
Change happened. Anxious thoughts began to diminon Fresh Day Ahead's facebook page,
ish. Worry let go of its constant grip. And though fear is
https://www.facebook.com/DebbieWebbMcDaniel, for
sometimes still there, it no longer wields control, holddaily encouragement in living strong, free, hope-filled
ing me back, paralyzing me in its grasp. His words are
lives.
“life” words, soothing to our soul, calming to our spirits,
Find her also at http://www.debbiemcdaniel.com and
giving power to our days. It’s not always easy, and it ofhttp://twitter.com/debbmcdaniel.
ten comes down to a choice:
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Hello MFMC. I wanted to begin a series
of articles that focus on transition. For
most people, transition is not easy, and
for many, it is down-right difficult. The
truth is, if Vic retiring were the only
transition that we were facing, that
would be difficult enough, but with
Pastor Fain Randall Harv and Mari’s difficult situation, a
new pastor coming in and the culture
around us changing at light speed, we are in for quite a
ride. I want to try and challenge and encourage us to
move forward with assurance of God’s unfailing love
and commitment to us, and with some boldness to become all that God has for us to become in the coming
season of change and growth.
Albert Einstein, who was at the heart of several scientific revolutions, stated that, "Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited,
whereas imagination embraces the entire world,
stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution."
My hope is that we, as a community that is called to follow Jesus wherever He leads, will embrace this journey
with boldness. I pray that we will begin to imagine a
new future for this city that God has given us and called
us to illuminate with His love and presence. As Jesus put
it, “May your Kingdom come, and your will be done [in
Marysville] as it is in Heaven.”
Eric Hoffer, an American Moral and Social Philosopher,
once said, “In times of drastic change, it is the learners
that inherit the future. The learned find themselves well
-equipped to live in a world that no longer exists.” The
culture that we live in is changing almost too fast to
keep up with. Is it possible that we need to learn some
new ways of being the church in our culture?
Issues of sexual identity, alternative lifestyles, opposing
religious worldviews, gender confusion, homelessness,
opioid addiction, and many others are right on our
doorstep today, unlike any other time in recent history.
The church has been given a glorious opportunity to
step into the growing divide with its message of life and
transformation.
But I must admit, I have come to believe, along with
many of the prophetic voices in our culture, that some
of the ways that we have reached out to people in
decades past will not work for a growing number of
people within our culture that hold to a view of reality
that does not have room for the church or the “Christian
Religion” as they understand it. In fact, a growing
number of people believe that, as one prominent

spokesman for the movement has written, “Religion
Poisons Everything!”
But it is in times like these that people become more
and more hungry for something that is transformational. People long for community. People long to find people who love unconditionally. People long to discover
people who’s lives are characterized by self-sacrifice.
People long to be a part of something that offers more
than their consumerist experience of life can offer.
People long for a Jesus that they are unfamiliar with—
the Jesus of the Gospels who lived in close proximity
with the people. The Jesus who challenged the status
quo. The Jesus who reached out and touched the
‘untouchables.’ The Jesus who “…ate and drank with
sinners.” (Luke 5:27-32)
This is going to be a time of change and growth for us,
whether we want it to or not. But it is in times of change
that innovation can take place—indeed, must take
place. I would like to offer a possible path to the future:
Inspiration + Innovation x Implementation =
Missional Impact
Inspiration—This is a healthy dose of prayer, worship,
listening, discussion, brain-storming, field trips, reading, research, etc.
To this add:
Innovation—This is a healthy dose of idea generation,
focused on the current cultural climate, state of the
church and sense of where God is calling us for the decades ahead.
And to these, multiply:
Implementation—This is a healthy dose of implementing the best ideas into every aspect of the community—
the worship service, service teams, small groups, missional aspects, outreach, staff meetings, board meetings,
men’s/women’s events, children’s events, etc.
These will lead to a greater Missional Impact.
I will unpack these in the months to come, but I wanted
to share a brief overview here. The early church was no
stranger to change that led to innovative ideas that
helped them to transform the world as we know it. I will
talk more about that as well. Let me know what you
think. I would love to start the conversation—even if
the conversation is about how you disagree.
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MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, may 12
8:00AM IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL

SUNDAY, MAY 6 AT 5PM
IN PASTOR VIC’S OFFICE
An informal get together to talk to, and get to
know, our pastors, as well as a time to ask questions about what is a Free Methodist?

Come and enjoy a
delicious breakfast
and fellowship.

If you are new to the church, or even if you have
been coming for awhile and have questions,
please RSVP on your Connection Card on Sunday; we ask so we know how many to expect to
make sure we have enough dessert.

“Be Still And Know
That I Am God.”
Psalm 46:10

“W E L C O M E”

(Women Embracing Life,
Community, Oneness,
Ministry, Evangelism)

SALTS (55+) POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Tuesday, May 8, 12:15pm
At MFMC Fellowship Hall
Program: Sharon Standish, writer and poet,
has a marvelous story of how God has
brought her through major difficulties. You
won’t want to miss her testimony.

SAVE THE DATE

Please sign up for the food item you will be
bringing on the sign-up sheet located
on the Resource Table in the foyer.

May 19, 2018, 8:30am - 1:30pm

Questions? See Belle Miller.

Our WELCOME Committee is hosting a one

in the MFMC Fellowship Hall
day, Seaside Themed Retreat, inviting you to
come and bask in God’s presence as imagery

DRAMA MINISTRY
We meet at John & Lynn McCoy's home on
Tuesday evenings, 6:30pm - 8:00pm. If you are
interested in joining the Drama Team, just
come to the Tuesday meeting, or talk with the
director, Kathy Larsen.

from the sea brings home Christian truths
and friendships, trusting God, healing and
more!

CONTACT US
6715 Grove St.
Marysville, WA 98270
Phone: (360)659-7117

9:03am
BREAKFAST
GROUP

E-mail:
churchoffice@marysvillefmc.org
Web site:
www.marysvillefmc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday—Thursday

9:00 am—3:00 pm
Monday & Friday: Closed

Marysville Food Bank
We are collecting
donations for the
Marysville Food Bank.
If you can help, please

9:03 BREAKFAST GROUP
No host breakfast at
Fanny’s Restaurant
505 Cedar Ave., A1
Marysville
the 2nd and last Fridays
of the month, May 11 & 25.

place your non-

Open to everyone who likes good
food and fun fellowship.

area of the

perishable food items in
the collection
barrel in the
coat closet
lobby.

Auto Ministry

MAY

Is your car
under the
weather?
Consider our Auto Ministry
for help with minor car repairs.

Next Auto Ministry will
be Saturday, May 19.
1

Diane Safstrom

18

Miki Calbero

2

Peggy Baker

22

Caedmon Calbero

2

Erica Swanson

22

Kori Lundberg

4

Melanie Martin

23

Heather Lundberg

7

Ben Lundberg

24

Tracy Gill

7

Emily Spores

24

Cheryl Rohde

11

Don Anderson

25

Jammi Jaynes

15

Audrey Wilhelm

30

Bill Selia

Please call the church office to
schedule an appointment.

PRAYERS & SQUARES
The Prayers & Squares
Ministry Group will meet
May 22 at 1:00 pm, FH 2.

JUMPSTART
(Jr. Hi. Youth Group)
Wednesdays
At The Big House
6:00pm - 7:30pm
SR. HI. YOUTH
GROUP
Thursdays
At The Big House
6:20pm - 9:15pm

What is
Prayers & Squares?
Prayers & Squares is an
interfaith outreach ministry
that combines the gift
of a hand-tied quilt
with the gift of prayer
for someone in need.
The essence of this
ministry is in the prayers
offered for the recipient;
it is not about the quilts.
Contact Person:
Irma Fairchild

