
 

Community Reflections 

 
The Story Continues! 
 

Story is what we are about here at MFMC. Our story is that we are part of God’s story.  It is THE STORY. 
THE story that the creator God rules; that the creation, including us created in his image, are in rebellion to his 
rule. But, creator God is on a mission to redeem his creation. It’s a story of relational love and grace and we are a 
part of it. It is the story found in the Bible and specifically in the book called the Acts of the Apostles which con-
tinues the gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke. I’ve preached a sermon series on both these Bible books in 
my time here. Acts continues the story of Jesus of Nazareth as the risen Christ Jesus.  
 

Read these last words of the book of Acts: “Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and 
they will listen.” For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. He pro-
claimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ – with all boldness and without hindrance! 

 
What happened next? Well, the story of Christ continued through the geographical movement of Jesus’ followers and the growth of 
the church. The kingdom or rule of God expanded around the world and the story of God’s love and redemption grew. The story of 
Jesus continued onward and it continues still. And this is the story of which we, here at MFMC, are a part of. My part in the MFMC 
story is coming to an end this month. It’s been my privilege to share and live in this story and in the stories of your lives as I have 
served as the senior and lead pastor here for 28 years. I stand in a good tradition of pastors since the start of MFMC in 1969: pastors 
Don Atkinson, Ken Martin, Forest Bush, Jr., David Hicks, and Louie Gracey. As I retire this month Pastor David Hicks returns as the 
interim lead. Pastor Hicks will be officiating and handling all marriages, baptisms and funerals here at MFMC. Get to know him and 
his wife Janet. Love them as you have loved my wife Cindy and me and our family. Thank you for blessing me, trusting me, sharing 
life with me, and partnering with me in ministry as your pastor. (And when I write “me” I include my wife and family.)  I trust, hope, 
and pray for you to continue the story of God’s love through Christ Jesus forward every day of your life and through every aspect of 
the mission and ministry here at your church, MFMC. The Lord’s love, grace and peace be with you. Amen. 
 
The plans for the summer look bright as we’ll continue with both the 8:45 AM classical and 10:30AM casual services throughout 
the summer.  Except for two combined communion services. The first combined service is on Sunday, July 1st at 9:30AM with 
a coffee & pastry get acquainted reception hour to follow. We’ll repeat the same schedule on Sunday, September 2.  
 
Not only are we glad to announce Pastor David Hicks but we are also glad to welcome back Dan & Hillary McGuire and their sons 
David and Aaron. Dan will join our 10:30 worship leaders team. With the musical gifts of Pastor David and the addition of Dan 
we’re looking forward to continuing our pursuit of quality worship music and services. Come enjoy these new aspects to our summer 
worship.  
 
Missionary Phyllis Sorter will be with us on June 3rd. Don’t miss her story of God’s work in Nigeria among the Fulani Muslim tribes. 
Phyllis is a captivating story teller with many amazing and true stories from her experiences on the mission field. 
Marquis Laughlin has memorized scripture and will be sharing the story of the Bible on the last Sunday of June. Come hear his  
incredible presentation.  
 
Pray for and attend our Annual Leadership Summit for our Pacific Northwest, Alaska, Oregon and Idaho Free Methodist Churches 
held at our Timberlake Church in Redmond on June 21-23. Did you know over 3,000 persons attended the Timberlake Church cam-
puses this Easter? God is moving in our Free Methodist churches here in the Northwest. Thanks for your prayers.  

Pastor Vic 
Senior Pastor 

Marysville Free Methodist Church 

June, 2018 



We have a job opening in our preschool for the 2018-
2019 school year.  The position is for 
Teacher Assistance, in the 2-day 
class.  If you would like more infor-
mation, please see Jammi Jaynes, Pre-
school Director, or e-mail her at  
hcp-preschool@marysvillefmc.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition of Affinity:  A natural liking  for a 
thing, idea.  Do you have an Affinity?  Hiking, 
Sewing, Disc Golf, Golf, Table Games, Cooking, 
Picnics?  Would you like to do it as a group of 
like-minded individuals?  If you are interested in 
putting a group together, let the church office 
know and we will advertise it.  A great way to 
keep connected during the summer. 
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We will be celebrating Pastor Vic & Cindy’s  
Retirement from 42 years as a pastor on  

Sunday, June 10, 2 - 5 pm at Warm Beach Camp, 
Maple Center.  The event is an Open House with a  

program starting at 3pm.   
 
Come and wish them a wonderful retirement as they 
enter into this new adventure. 



 

WELCOME TO 
OUR INTERIM 

PASTOR DAVID & 
JANET HICKS 

Janet and I are so excited 
to be coming back to 
Marysville FMC. This 
church was my first Sr. 
Pastoral assignment 30 

years ago. MFMC has always had a very special place in 
our hearts. On July 1 I will be stepping into the role of 
Interim Sr. Pastor providing transitional leadership until 
a new pastor is chosen. There is such a rich history of 
ministry here and you have been so well led under the 
leadership of Pastor Vic. I look forward to being with you 
for a time while we seek God together concerning this 
next season in the life of MFMC. 
 
A little about us: I have served in a variety of pastoral 
positions within the Free Methodist Church in the Pacific 
Northwest over the past several decades. Most recently I 
have been serving as the Interim Pastor at First Free 
Methodist in Seattle. Janet and I have been living in our 
current home in Snohomish for the past 14 years having 
moved there to pastor the Free Methodist church in 
Snohomish. Janet has been the administrative assistant 
at King’s Jr. High in Shoreline for the past 19 years.  
 
We have two grown daughters, Kellie and Brianne. Kellie, 
married to Alex Lewis, just recently gave us our first 
grandchild, a beautiful little girl named Avery. They live 
in Edmonds. My youngest daughter Brianne is engaged 
to be married to Anthony Miller, currently serving in the 
U.S. Army. After their wedding in October she will move 
to Columbus, Georgia where Anthony is stationed at Fort 
Benning.  
 
On the fun side we love to camp (RV style), hang out on 
our back deck, and read. I enjoy motorcycle riding, boat-
ing, playing guitar, relaxing (i.e. napping) in my backyard 
hammock, and playing with my dog Cooper.  
 
We look forward to seeing old friends and making lots of 
new ones in the weeks to come as we are with you in 
worship and ministry during this important time  
of transition in your church.  
 
-Pastor David Hicks 
 

 

 

BE A HAPPY CAMPER 
Join us for “Fun in the Son”  

Family Camp Out, August 17 and 18 
at Jim Creek Community  

Recreation Center 
 
That’s the big news for Kids’ Ministry and Family Min-
istries! It is our alternative to VBS this year, and we’d 
like to include kids, families and people of all ages. We 
encourage you to consider who you could invite to join 
us for fun with our church family and a chance to know 
God better. Bring a friend, bring a neighbor, bring a car 
full! 
 
We have a few options for how you can participate in 
the great time. The “full meal deal” is Friday 3 p.m. to 
Saturday 4 p.m. That will include Lodge accommoda-
tions or camping, potluck dinner on Friday, campfire 
time with Pastor Greg Friday night, and s’mores!, 
breakfast and lunch on Saturday, Saturday campfire 
time with Pastor Greg, before lunch, games, crafts, 
outdoor recreation, great visiting and more. 
 
If you would rather, you can come Friday, and return 
again Saturday. Or, you can come one of the days! We 
have pricing for all the options so that we can include 
as many of our church family as possible for fun, 
friendship and faith building time. 
 
The recreation center has hiking, fishing, canoeing, disc 
golf, a climbing tower and more. Both days, we have 
dedicated space for our group. We hope you can come 
enjoy this time and see a part of the county you might 
not have seen before! There will be a fun t-shirt  
available for a small price ($6-$10 dollars). 
 
Registration will open soon. See me (or email or call 
me) for more information. And, yes! You can help! 
 
Overnight: $32 per person 
Per day: $10 per person 
Both days, no overnight: $15 per person 
 
Put this on your calendar now and 
plan to join in the “Fun in the Son!” 
 
Dawn 

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES 

Dawn Zook 
Children’s Ministry 

Director 
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Hebrews 13:1-4 
“1 Keep on loving one another as 
brothers and sisters. 2 Do not 

forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so do-
ing some people have shown hospitality to angels 
without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those 
in prison as if you were together with them in pris-
on, and those who are mistreated as if you your-
selves were suffering.” 
 
I was thinking of this passage and thinking of the 
folks that show up at our church on any given Sun-
day for the first time.  How do we show hospitality 
to the stranger?  We do have a great team of greet-
ers that welcomes people with a hand shake and a 
warm smile when they arrive at our doors.  Our 
ushers are there to help direct and provide infor-
mation.  We provide a gift bag when they leave to 
remind them of their time with us.  These are good 
and important ingredients to our hospitality but is 
there more we can do?  Hospitality isn’t something 
you can relegate to a select few because we are all 
to show hospitality.  It is how we, “Keep on loving 
one another as brothers and sisters.”   
 
Here are some simple, practi-
cal ways to show hospitality: 
 
Introduce Yourself:  Tell peo-
ple your name and ask what 
their name is.  Its the first 
step in breaking the ice and 
helping move someone from 
being a stranger to  
being family. 
 
Get to Know Them:  Ask one 
out two questions about them like, where they are 
from, how the found out about the church, what 
kinds of things they like to do, etc. 
 
Listen to Learn:  Scripture tells us to be quick to  
listen and slow to speak.  Listen to learn about them 
and not to make it all about yourself.  Listen as well 

to the Holy Spirit because it is the Holy Spirit at 
work in peoples lives leading them to the things of 
Christ.  He may give you insight into a core issue 
that has caused them to seek out a church.  Mostly, 
listen because it is a way to love someone.  
 Listening shows that you care. 
 
Introduce Them:  Introduce them to someone else 
and in that way invite them into your circle of 
friends.  Love them by including them. 
 
Invite Them:  Based on what you learn by listening, 
invite them into opportunities to connect further. 
 
Pray for Them:  In your listening you may learn 
they are carrying a heavy load or have experienced 
some pain.  Ask if they mind if you pray for them.  If 
they are open to being prayed for, pray with them 
right there.  Show them love and hospitality by 
showing them they are not alone. 
 
Respect Them:  People have different personality 
types.  Some people want to be left alone so respect 
that but be careful not to ignore them.  The right 
moment will come for a deeper connection so  
always be available. 
 
The writer of Hebrews finishes this chapter with a  
benediction that I want to leave with you to encour-
age you that you are not alone. 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21 
“20 Now may the God of 
peace, who through the 
blood of the eternal cove-
nant brought back from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, 21 equip you with 
everything good for doing 
his will, and may he work 
in us what is pleasing to 
him, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.” 
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Pastor Greg Zook 
Pastor of Family Ministries 



Hey MFMC family. Last month I 
started a series of newsletter  
articles around the concept of  
transition. This month I want to 
share what will be an important 
part of transition for all of us. It is 
the necessity of the grieving  
process. Grief is a willingness to  

experience fully the pain of letting go. Letting go is 
never easy, but for those of us who have embraced 
Vic and his ministry for almost 3 decades, it will be 
the most difficult.  
 
Part of the wisdom of the pastoral transition  
process that we will be experiencing is having an 
interim pastor step in for 3-6 months. This will give 
us all a chance to grieve 
by letting go slowly. 
There will not be much 
in the way of change 
during this time period 
so that we, as a commu-
nity, can grieve for a 
while, together. Many of 
us will need to be will-
ing to learn to let go 
during this season, and 
it will not be easy—
grief never is. 
 
What may help is using 
this time to tell the sto-
ries of the past dec-
ades…often. To be will-
ing to cry  
together, because this 
demonstrates strength.  
Crying is part of the grief process. It is healing. It is 
not easy, but it is healing. 
 
I don’t know what Growth Groups plan on doing 
this summer. Many may be planning to quit  
meeting together over the summer because life 
gets to be pretty busy. But I want to offer a  
suggestion.  If Growth Groups continue to connect 
through the Summer, that would be a great  
opportunity to use the time spent together to  
remind one-another of the stories of the past. This 
is a setting in which it is ok to be brought to tears 
by the memories of the past and to be comforted by 

those who care about you, and to comfort those 
you care about.  
 
Growth Groups are a perfect opportunity for those 
of us who are newer to the church to hear the  
stories that have made MFMC what we are. Some of 
us—like me—are unaware of the great stories that 
have made us the community that we are. I want to 
hear those stories. And if you lived them, we want 
to hear them from you.  
 
In the months to come, change is going to take 
place, but the grieving process must happen first. 
That is what the next several months will bring. We 
all need to hear the stories of the past, whether we 
lived them or not. And tears will come, but they 

will be healing if we let 
them come as often as 
they need to, and if we 
let them do the work 
that God intended for 
tears.  
 
Stories and tears are 
how God brings healing. 
Through the grieving 
process we will be made 
strong and ready to face 
the season that is to 
come. Let us walk one-
another through this 
season with trust in 
God, who is unchanging, 
and with faith that the 
future is going to be a 
glorious one, if we let 

God lead us where He wants us to be. 
 
Thank you, Vic, for the gift of your life given to 
MFMC. You will be missed.  

Pastor Fain Randall 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 

SATURDAY, June 9 

8:00AM IN THE  

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

Come and enjoy a 
delicious breakfast 

and fellowship. 

SALTS (55+) POTLUCK LUNCHEON   

Tuesday, June 12, 12pm 

At MFMC Fellowship Hall 
 

Program:  
 Pastor Vic and Cindy will be our special 

guest speakers sharing  
“Memories of Ministry”. 

 
Please sign up for the food item you will be  

bringing on the sign-up sheet located  
 on the Resource Table in the foyer. 

  

Questions? See Belle Miller. 
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“Those who look to him 
HILLSIDE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

Our preschool graduates were so excited about receiving their 
Bibles.  Thank you so much to all of you who  

donated towards purchasing them.  As you can see from the 
picture, the kids were already looking at them. 

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO 

“PORCH TALK” 

STARTING SATURDAY, JULY 7TH 

8:30AM - 10:00AM 

JANET RANDALL’S PORCH 

A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP, SHARING, LAUGHTER,  

AND DRINKING COFFEE  

WOMEN’S AM BIBLE STUDY  
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

WHEN 

Noon on June 20, July 18, August 15 

LOCATION 

Kathy Nyland’s Home 

PURPOSE 

Share a potluck lunch together, share prayer requests  

and pray for one another. 



9:03 BREAKFAST GROUP 

No host breakfast at  
Fanny’s Restaurant 
505 Cedar Ave., A1 

Marysville 
the 2nd and last Fridays 

of the month, June 8 & 29. 

 

Open to everyone who likes good 
food and fun fellowship. 

Marysville Food Bank 

We are collecting  

donations for the 

Marysville Food Bank.  

If you can help, please 

place your non-

perishable food items in 

the collection 

barrel in the 

coat closet 

area of the 

lobby. 

A u t o  M i n i s t r y  
 

Is your car 
under the 
weather? 

 

Consider our Auto Ministry 
for help with minor car repairs.  

 

Next Auto Ministry will 
be Saturday, June 16. 

  

Please call the church office to 
schedule an appointment.  

PRAYERS & SQUARES 
The Prayers & Squares  

Ministry Group will meet  

June 26 at 1:00 pm, FH 2. 
 

What is 
Prayers & Squares? 
Prayers & Squares is an 

interfaith outreach ministry 

that combines the gift 

of a hand-tied quilt 

with the gift of prayer 

for someone in need. 

The essence of this  

ministry is in the prayers 

offered for the recipient;  

it is not about the quilts. 

 

Contact Person: 

Irma Fairchild 

CONTACT US 

6715 Grove St. 

Marysville, WA  98270 

Phone:  (360)659-7117 

E-mail:  

churchoffice@marysvillefmc.org 

Web site:   

www.marysvillefmc.org 

Office Hours: 

Tuesday—Thursday 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Monday & Friday:  Closed 

JUMPSTART  

(Jr. Hi. Youth Group) 

Wednesdays 

At The Big House 

6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 

SR. HI. YOUTH 
GROUP 

Thursdays 

At The Big House 

6:20pm - 9:15pm 

JUNE 

9:03am 
BREAKFAST 
GROUP 

2 Chuck Calendine 17 Kathy Nyland 

3 Garrett Rodriguez 17 Steve Wlazlak 

3 David Wlazlak 20 Charlene Frazier 

5 Ron Campo 20 Skye Swanson 

8 Richard Staats 21 Elaine Calendine 

9 Jo Wood 21 Cindy Heatherly 

10 Fred Safstrom 22 Hoa Appel 

11 Larry Nyland 23 Gayle Chew 

12 Mike Severson 23 Christy Hagglund 

14 Amy Brindle 24 Joyce Gonzales 

14 Debra Elkins 26 Laurie Larson 

16 Chris Degerness 29 Sharon Thorsen 

17 Karen Foster   


