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If you Google quotes about change and transition, and you were so inclined to read them
all, you will spend an entire day and a half staring at your computer screen. Here are a
couple (just to save you some time):
“A transition period is a period between two transition periods.”
(American Economist, George Stigler)
Pastor David
Interim Lead Pastor

“Life is one big transition.”
(Famed baseball left fielder, Willie Stargell)

“The only thing you can ever really count on is change.”
(Greek Philosopher, Heraclitus)
Basically, all the quotes you can Google pretty much say the same thing: You may not always like it but
change is the only thing that never changes (this one is my own personal addition to the multitude of
change quotes out there. You’re welcome.).
So, here’s the obvious truth that will not come as a surprise to anyone: our church is in a season of
change. But here is the less obvious truth: it always has been. You cannot be a living, breathing
organism, whether it’s a human body or the Body of Christ, and not be in a constant state of change and
transition. The Bible calls it transformation and, like it or not, it is the goal of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
(2Corinthians 3:18)
We cannot be Christian believers, either individually or corporately as part of the Church, and not be in a
constant state of change and transition. The reason for this should be obvious. We are not who we
should be and we never will be. So, transformation is needed in order to move us closer to the image of
Christ we were born to reflect. So let’s think about the change and transition that is happening in our
church right now like this: we have all been on a journey, and we are not yet at our destination, so unless
Continued on page 2
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Pastor David Hicks, continued from Page 1:

we are willing to settle for the stagnation and
death that comes from complete inertia, we keep
moving. We keep transitioning from place to place
at the direction of our Tour Guide (you can add
that one to all of the other change quotes in your
Google search). God is the One who has initiated
this season of transition because we are not there
yet.
Over the next few weeks I want to hold before us
an image that I think will help us begin to navigate
this journey of change. It is the image of standing at
a crossroads (if you want to look ahead it’s from
Jeremiah 6:16). When you come to a crossroads it’s
important to stop for a moment and look at where
you have been, where you are, and where you are
going. That is what we’re going to do for a few
weeks together. Stop, catch our breath, reflect on
some things that we sometimes forget in our race
to the finish line. I look forward to spending this
part of your journey with you.

MEET BRYAN & THUY (pronounced Twee) REES
Ryker (standing), Ruby (Bryan holding), River (Thuy holding)

We have some very exciting news to share with you!
Pastor Bryan Rees has been appointed as the new Lead
Pastor at our church. The Rees family comes to
Marysville from Timberlake Church in Redmond where
Bryan has been Campus Pastor at the Timberlake
Issaquah campus.
In our conversations with Pastor Bryan & Thuy
(pronounced Twee) Rees we’ve been so encouraged to
see their passion for our community and this church.
They have a deep sense to see our church become all that
God intends for us.
It has been so encouraging to see the sense of unity
around Pastor Bryan’s appointment. Both the Marysville
FMC Leadership Board and the Pacific Northwest
Conference Ministerial Appointments Committee have
unanimously approved Pastor Bryan’s appointment as
our next Lead Pastor.
Pastor Bryan is a graduate of Seattle Pacific University
and Northwest University. During Bryan’s 18 year
career in ministry he has served as a Campus Pastor,
High School Pastor, Associate Pastor, Church Planter,
and Lead Pastor.

This is what the Lord says:

“Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths,
ask where the good way is, and walk in it,
and you will find rest for your souls.
But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
Jeremiah 6:16

Pastor Bryan will begin his ministry at our church on
August 15 and will be preaching for the first time on
Sunday, August 19. We hope that you will make it a
priority to be here on August 19 to welcome the Rees
family to our church.
We know that you will grow to love the Rees family.
Thuy Rees is an incredible leader in her own right and
has served with Bryan on the staff of the Issaquah
Timberlake campus. Bryan & Thuy are the parents of 3
amazing kiddos, Ryker-5, Ruby-3, and River-2.
We are so thankful for your faithfulness and look forward to our future under Pastor Bryan’s leadership!
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Here are some Scripture references to help open
your eyes spiritually to better see who is with you
in your circumstance.
To see that God loves us with an everlasting
love:
John 3:16, Romans 5:8, Romans 8:35, 38-39

One of my favorite Bible stories
is found in 2 Kings 6:8-17. The
prophet Elisha and his servant
To see that God is Creator and Sovereign over all
find themselves surrounded by an invading army
creation:
that are sent to capture Elisha. In verse 15 Elisha’s
Psalm 115:3, Romans 8:28, 2 Chronicles 20:6,
servant cries out in fear, “Oh no, my lord! What shall Zachariah 4:6
we do?” Have you ever felt like that? Life brings
circumstances that make you feel like everything is To see that God is eternal:
against you. You can feel like there is no solution or Psalm 90:1-4, Ephesians 3:10-11, John 8:58,
way out of your circumstances. You can feel hopeRevelation 1:8
less and overwhelmed.
To see that God is good:
Pastor Vic, in his final sermon series, preached from Psalm 145:9, Psalm 100:5, James 1:17,
Colossians about the sufficiency of Christ and how
2 Samuel 7:28, Galatians 5:22
he is enough for us. The Christian life is not Christ
plus something but Christ alone that connects us
Whatever this season of life is bringing you, may
with the power, and love, and presence of God.
you view it with eyes set on the reality and presWhen we look to other things for our security,
ence of God the Father through Christ the Son emidentity, or fulfillment we will eventually find our- powered by the presence of the indwelling Holy
selves in Elisha’s servants position crying out in
Spirit.
hopelessness, “Oh Lord, what shall we do?”
Pastor Greg Zook
Pastor of Family Ministries

The story goes on in verses 16-17 with this response from Elisha: “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet
answered. “Those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.” And Elisha prayed,
“Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.”
Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes,
and he looked and saw the hills full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
There is a reality greater than our circumstances that we need to have our eyes spiritually opened to see. I’m not saying that we
need to see angels but that we need to be
reminded that “Those that are with us are
more than those that are with them.” God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are with us
and are so much greater than any
circumstance.
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Dawn Zook
Children’s Ministry
Director

It’s always so amazing to me how God works in
our lives through the Holy Spirit. I have a story
to tell about an encounter last week.

A friend of mine from Lake Stevens works with
Young Lives Matter, a ministry of Young Life to teen moms. She messaged me last week that a teen mom had contacted her and that she
had been abandoned at the Arlington library with her 10 month old
son. Her boyfriend had left them there, and said he wasn’t coming
back. Our home is in Arlington, so she wondered if I knew anyone
who could take the mom and baby into their home. I didn’t feel that
we could, but I was praying about it, and about who might be available. I felt led to go to the library and visit with the mom and her baby.
My Young Life friend felt that was a good thing to do.
I found them easily in the library. The mom looked tired and worried,
but the baby was happy in his stroller, smiling and having a snack. I
introduced myself, and she was willing to talk. We talked for about an
hour, until she was willing to contact the boyfriend and see if he
would come back and we could talk together. (For any of you worriers out there, I knew a library employee and had filled her in on what
was happening, and we were staying right there.) After more conversations and lots of silent prayers by me, and even one prayer that they
were willing to have together, they decided to go home. But, the mom
was still pretty frustrated, and didn’t really want me to leave yet. So, I
offered to drive mom and baby home and the boyfriend would follow
separately. Here’s where it gets interesting.
A new friend from church just happened to be at the library and had
been watching what was going on, without me noticing her. She came
up to me, just as she was leaving, said hello and quietly asked if everything was okay. I assured her it was, and thanked her. She left towards the parking lot. We started loading the baby into my car, and
the boyfriend went to his car. Just as we were about to leave, a car
drove up to me, with that same church friend at the wheel. She just
had to check one more time to be sure I was in a safe situation. She
felt that she should follow me to the home of the young family, just
because the Holy Spirit was nagging her about it.
Everything was fine, throughout the trip, but I had such peace and
thankfulness that she was with me on the journey, praying for this
young family. I walked mom and baby to the house, said goodbye, and
told them that I would be glad to talk anytime, and that I would be
praying for them. Our two cars drove a little bit away, out of sight, and
then I stopped to thank my friend for being so willing to make that
journey, completely in the opposite direction of her home, giving me
peace and protection. I was so thankful to see the Holy Spirit at work
in her life, watching over me, in my life, prompting me to delay fixing
dinner and see if I could be a friend to a stranger in need, and in the
life of this little family, bringing support from three people in the
body of Christ, when their need was so great.
Every day, we have small and large opportunities to listen to the Holy
Spirit. I pray that we all exercise our hearing, and listen to God’s voice
prompting us both in our congregation and in our neighborhood, especially for the children.
Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds...

BE A HAPPY CAMPER
Join us for

“Fun in the Son”

Family Camp Out, August 17 and 18
at Jim Creek Community
Recreation Center
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: JULY 30
That’s the big news for Kids’ Ministry and Family Ministries! It is our alternative to VBS this year, and we’d
like to include kids, families and people of all ages. We
encourage you to consider who you could invite to join
us for fun with our church family and a chance to know
God better. Bring a friend, bring a neighbor, bring a car
full!
We have a few options for how you can participate in
the great time. The “full meal deal” is Friday 3 pm to
Saturday 4 pm. That will include Lodge accommodations or camping, potluck dinner on Friday, campfire
time with Pastor Greg Friday night, and s’mores!,
breakfast and lunch on Saturday, Saturday campfire
time with Pastor Greg, before lunch, games, crafts,
outdoor recreation, great visiting and more.
If you would rather, you can come Friday, and return
again Saturday. Or, you can come one of the days! We
have pricing for all the options so that we can include
as many of our church family as possible for fun,
friendship and faith building time.
The recreation center has hiking, fishing, canoeing, disc
golf, a climbing tower and more. Both days, we have
dedicated space for our group. We hope you can come
enjoy this time and see a part of the county you might
not have seen before! There will be a fun t-shirt
available for a small price ($6-$10 dollars).
Registration will open soon. See me (or email or call
me) for more information. And, yes! You can help!
Overnight: $32 per person
Per day: $10 per person
Both days, no overnight:
$15 per person
Put this on your calendar
now and plan to join in
the “Fun in the Son!”
Dawn Zook, Director
Children’s Ministry
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have the amazing impact that he had, and both of these
sources of inspiration were not connected to either the
Anglican or the Methodist Traditions.

The first was the Moravian Community. When Wesley
was sailing back to England from America, he was
scared that he was going to die because the ship was in
a raging storm. But he witnessed the Moravians on the
ship singing songs and praising God, unafraid of death,
even though they were staring it directly in the face. He
began to investigate their faith and it became a great
influence on his faith journey and on the movement that
he started. The Moravians were a group that was outHere is how I described each element of this equation in
side of Wesley’s religious tradition yet became a source
my first article:
of inspiration that changed the trajectory of the Methodist Movement.
Inspiration—This is a healthy dose of prayer, worship,
listening, discussion, brain-storming, field trips, readThe second was George Whitefield. Whitefield, too, was
ing, research, etc. To this add:
outside the Methodist tradition. He was a staunch Calvinist. He was also an open-air preacher that challenged
Innovation—This is a healthy dose of idea generation,
Wesley to begin open-air preaching with him. Wesley
based on the current cultural climate, state of the
said that the thought of preaching outside the instituchurch and sense of where God is calling us in decades
tional church seemed to him to be a sin. But he did take
to come. To these multiply:
Whitefield up on his challenge and became one of the
greatest circuit preachers the faith has known. It is said
Implementation—This is a healthy dose of implementthat he rode about 250,000 miles over his lifetime and
ing the best ideas into every aspect of the community—
preached over 40,000 sermons.
the worship service, service teams, small groups, missional aspects, outreach, staff meetings, board meetings,
And while Wesley was doing all this, the Anglican
men’s/women’s events, children’s events, etc.
Church remained unchanged!

This equation is one that I presented a
couple of months ago. What’s the
point? Do we, as a church, really need
Pastor Fain Randall to consider coming up with innovative
ideas to reach people within our changing Marysville culture with the message of the Gospel,
or is what we have always done enough?

These will lead to a greater Missional Impact!

Wesley then inspired the circuit preachers that he
raised up to do the same as he had done. One example
By the way, when I refer to Implementation, I am not
of how successful they were is the fact that, in 1776, the
talking about changing the church service. I am referpercentage of Americans that were Methodist was 3%.
ring, not to how we spend our time together for 4 hours
In less than 100 years the number had risen to over
on Sunday morning, but how we spend the other 164
30%. Wesley has inspired generations of believers, but
hours of the week. This is not about creating a service
he was inspired by others.
that is appealing to those who don’t come yet. Rather, it
is about becoming a community that reaches people
Do you feel just a touch inspired? If not, please join me
that will never come… no matter how “unchurched
next month as I continue to unpack this timely concept.
friendly” our service is. I am under the conviction that it
Until then, here are a few of the inspiring book and vidis time for the Church of Jesus to discover new ways of
eo sources that I have discovered over the last few
touching people’s lives with the Kingdom of God. And I
years:
am not the only one. I will share some resources with
• The Verge Network is a storehouse of training
you at the end of this article for your consideration.
resources that focus on how communities can
become more missional in their approach to
I could be wrong about this. All I ask is that you walk
serving the God. vergenetwork.org
with me through the next several months as I describe
• Alan Hirsch and Dave Ferguson - On the Verge
this concept in more detail before you make your deci• Neil Cole - Church 3.0
sion. I will start with the first element of this equation—
• Michael Frost - Surprise the World
Inspiration.
• Mike Breen - The Family on Mission
John Wesley is a hero of our Tradition, right!? He found
inspiration from 2 primary sources that helped him to
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WOMEN’S AM BIBLE STUDY
SUMMER SCHEDULE
WHEN
Noon on July 18, August 15
LOCATION
Kathy Nyland’s Home
PURPOSE
Share a potluck lunch together, share prayer requests
and pray for one another.

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO
“PORCH TALK”
STARTING SATURDAY, JULY 7TH
8:30AM - 10:00AM
JANET RANDALL’S PORCH
A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP, SHARING, LAUGHTER,
AND DRINKING COFFEE OR TEA
PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR
AND FOOD TO SHARE (OPTIONAL)

MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, JuLY 14
8:00AM IN THE
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Come and enjoy a
delicious breakfast
and fellowship.

SINGLE WOMEN
(55+) GROUP
We will meet on
Sunday July 8, 2pm
at Bonnie Nobriga’s home for a time of support
and fellowship. If you have any questions,
please contact Bonnie Nobriga.

We have a job opening in our
preschool for the 2018-2019
school year. The position is for a
Teacher’s Assistant, in the 2-day
class. If you would like more
information, please see Jammi
Jaynes, Preschool Director, or
e-mail her at:
hcp-preschool@marysvillefmc.org.

Jammi Jaynes
Preschool Director

Definition of Affinity:
A natural liking for a thing, idea.
Do you have an Affinity? Hiking, Sewing, Disc
Golf, Golf, Table Games, Cooking, Picnics?
Would you like to do it as a group of likeminded individuals? If you are interested in
putting a group together, let the church office
know and we will advertise it. A great way to
keep connected during the summer.

CONTACT US

6715 Grove St.
Marysville, WA 98270
Phone: (360)659-7117
E-mail:
churchoffice@marysvillefmc.org
Web site:
www.marysvillefmc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday—Thursday
9:00 am—3:00 pm
Monday & Friday: Closed

9:03am
BREAKFAST
GROUP
9:03 BREAKFAST GROUP
No host breakfast at
Fanny’s Restaurant
505 Cedar Ave., A1
Marysville
the 2nd and last Fridays
of the month,
July 13 & July 27
Open to everyone who likes good
food and fun fellowship.

Marysville Food Bank
We are collecting
donations for the
Marysville Food Bank.
If you can help, please
place your nonperishable food items in
the collection
barrel in the
coat closet

area of the
lobby.

Auto Ministry

JUly

Is your car
under the
weather?
Consider our Auto Ministry
for help with minor car repairs.

Next Auto Ministry will
be Saturday, Sept. 8th
1

Madelynn Lyons

17

June Hoskinson

2

Andrea Harkins

17

Keith Johansen

4

Nathaniel Ludwig

17

Pat Langenhorst

6

Ben Spores

19

Craig Degerness

10

Bruce Larson

21

Greg Zook

13

Ron Collins

25

Lesley Maas

14

Stacey Davis

26

Barbara Yotty

14

Janda O’Neill

30

Helen Collins

16

Glenn Newell

31

Judi Winter

Please call the church office to
schedule an appointment.

PRAYERS & SQUARES
The Prayers & Squares
Ministry Group will meet
July 24 at 1:00 pm, FH 2.

WE WILL NOT
MEET ON JULY 4
Combined Jr. Hi.
And Sr. Hi
Youth Groups for the
Summer
Wednesdays
At The Big House
6pm - 8:30pm

What is
Prayers & Squares?
Prayers & Squares is an
interfaith outreach ministry
that combines the gift
of a hand-tied quilt
with the gift of prayer
for someone in need.
The essence of this
ministry is in the prayers
offered for the recipient;
it is not about the quilts.
Contact Person:
Irma Fairchild

