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“THEREFORE SINCE WE ALSO 

HAVE SUCH A LARGE CLOUD OF 

WITNESSES SURROUNDING US, 

LET US LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT 

AND THE SIN THAT SO EASILY 

ENSNARES US, AND RUN WITH 

ENDURANCE THE RACE THAT 

LIES BEFORE US, KEEPING OUR 

EYES ON JESUS, THE SOURCE 

AND PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH, 

WHO FOR THE JOY THAT LAY 

BEFORE HIM ENDURED A CROSS 

AND DESPISED THE SHAME, AND 

HAS SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT 

HAND OF GOD’S THRONE.”

HEBREWS 12:1-2  HCSB

I believe, as I hope you do, that the ministries of our church are a bless-
ing to both our church body and families outside our congregation.  God 
continues to bless us as our membership grows.  Yet with this growth 
comes a challenge.  Since our current monthly income must be used for 
our operating budget, we must now focus on a solution to provide capital 
for the completion of our debt retirement.

START STRONG, FINISH STRONGER is the name chosen for our NEW 
phase two capital stewardship campaign.  We believe that, with God’s 
guidance, this ministry will fulfill the financial needs of our church for this 
next step.  As part of our FINISH STRONGER program, every household is 
asked to prayerfully consider making a sacrificial commitment (over and 
above your ongoing tithes and offerings) to be given over the next three 
years.  We hope to identify 3-year commitments in excess of a million 
dollars in order to move forward in our ministry.  As you can see, FINISH 
STRONGER is an important step to our future, and your involvement im-
pacts its success.

Please read the enclosed materials regarding our START STRONG,  
FINISH STRONGER campaign. This will provide you with basic informa-
tion about our path to the future. Two big events are coming that I want 
you to note and in which you are encouraged to be a part. On April 2, we 
will focus on Vision Gathering for our future plans for the wonderful facili-
ties with which we have been blessed. On May 7, we will be uniting our 
hearts together as each family has an opportunity to commit toward the 
debt retirement for the beautiful facilities that we share week after week. 
My prayer is that you will be a part of these very significant days.

These are exciting days of decision in our church.  Let us commit to seek 
and act in God’s will.  To the glory of God, we will move ahead having 
started strong, to finish even stronger.

In Him,

Pastor Steve

One of the most successful projects of my ministry here at First Southern Baptist Church 
is the completion of the first phase of our capital stewardship campaign for the debt  
retirement of our new building.  Three years ago our people committed to give 1.2 million dollars over 

the course of the next three years and I am happy to announce that we have exceeded that amount as we come 

to the close of this first phase of giving.

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 2  /  VISION GATHERING
Attend our special church service to learn about the 

START STRONG -- FINISH STRONGER campaign 

through information sharing.

 
April 27  /  EARLY COMMITMENT BANQUET
This will be an opportunity to gather and listen to 

different ways of giving.  You will have an opportunity 

to commit early.  Call the church office if you would 

like to be included.

April 30  /  CHILDREN’S ART EXHIBIT
Our children will be showing off their talents and 

creativity during the Art Exhibit.  Be sure to look for 

the displays throughout the church. 

 
May 7  /  START STRONG – FINISH STRONGER:  
COMMITMENT DAY
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to be a part of this 

exciting time in the life of our church family.  Join us 

for this celebration and the blessing from the START 

STRONG -- FINISH STRONGER campaign as we 

gather for our morning worship service.

 
May 21  /  CELEBRATION SUNDAY
Join us as we praise and worship God on this special 

day of celebration!  We will celebrate the Lord and 

all He has done for us during the START STRONG -- 

FINISH STRONGER campaign.



WHENEVER WE ENTER A UNIFIED OPPORTUNITY LIKE OUR CURRENT CAPITAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN, 
IT IS A TIME FOR SIGNIFICANT MINISTRY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN OUR CHURCH. It is essential that 
we have a concise statement and clear understanding of what the project entails in order that we may move 
forward for the glory of the Lord.  For that reason we have provided the following statement:

WE HAVE 5 MAJOR PURPOSES FOR START STRONG-FINISH STRONGER

• To honor God with a radical spirit of sacrifice and generosity.

• To put our best foot forward by completing needed landscaping and facility details.

• To retire our existing debt.

• To free up more resources for ministry and missions.

• To give every member of First Southern Baptist Church an opportunity to participate and be involved in 
reaching our community and our world for Christ.

The recent history of First Southern Baptist relating to 
building projects and capital stewardship campaigns 
has been one of positive impact and exciting success.

Beginning in the fall of 2013, shortly after the arrival 
of Pastor Steve Taylor in May of that year, the Building 
Committee met together to reassess the facility needs 
of the church. Though the previous vision had been 
going in the direction of a focus on a Youth Theater 
and youth facilities, it was determined that the 
greatest facility needs of the church were actually in 
three areas: 

1. A Worship center that would be large enough for 
all attenders to worship together in unity before 
the Lord, plus provide room for expansion and 
outreach. 

2. A fellowship facility that would provide space for a 
large number of our membership to meet together 
around tables for fellowship and shared meals. 

3. A youth facility that would provide space for 
growth among our youth and areas for activities 
of interest for young people. 

With those thoughts in mind, the Building Committee 
met together for the formulation of a redirected 
vision.  Out of that meeting came a recommendation 
that we shift from a focus on a new youth facility to a 
focus on building a new worship center/fellowship hall 
multi-function facility.  This recommendation would 
free up the current worship center to be remodeled 
as an updated youth theater and would provide for 

the space needs of our young people.  These three 
areas of vision would address a number of ministry 
and growth needs.

With those thoughts in mind, architect Lawrence 
Corley was contacted in late 2013 and was asked to 
redraw plans in keeping with the new direction of the 
church’s vision. At the same time, Impact Stewardship 
was enlisted to help with capital fundraising for  
the project. 

By the spring of 2014, architectural plans had been 
initiated and a capital stewardship campaign had 
begun. Both were very successful with plans for 
a 15,000 + sq.ft. multifunction building secured 
and pledges for 1.2 million dollars committed. The 
completions of both projects were successful. 

Groundbreaking for the building began in the spring 
of 2015 and with the help of “Builders for Christ” the 
building was completed in late November of that year. 

Almost 1.3 million dollars had been given by the 
spring of 2017, exceeding the original pledges  
and commitments. 

The total cost of the building was approximately 
2.7 million dollars. With amounts already given, that 
leaves us with approximately 1.5 million dollars of 
debt retirement remaining. START STRONG – FINISH 
STRONGER is our new capital stewardship campaign 
beginning in the spring of 2017. Our prayer is that 
God will continue to bless us with success as we walk 
humbly and obediently before Him into the future.

WHERE WE STARTED WHERE WE ARE GOING


