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August 5

8:00 & 10:30 am

Table Grace

Ephesians 4:1-16

August 12

8:00 & 10:30 am

Belief Handed Down

(I Believe)

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

August 19

8:00 & 10:30 am

Belief We Claim

(I Believe)

Ephesians 1:3-14

August 26

8:00 & 10:30 am

Belief We Share

(I Believe)

2 Timothy 4:1-8
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Your Assistant
 “What do I do now?” asked Mary. 

 “You just rest. Nothing left for you to do but rest and remember that 
God loves you and your church family loves you dearly,” I said. 

 Mary was advanced in her years and had been through a series of falls 
over the last few weeks. Infection ravished her body leaving her very 
weak. A few years earlier her husband had passed away. She was tired 
and she was not expected to live many more days. 

 “I bet people think I’m not trying hard enough. I just don’t think I’m 
going to make it,” Mary continued. 

 “People are praying for you. And I know that everything is going to be 
alright. If you get your strength back, then we will share more stories, 
laughs, and smiles. If this is your time, then you will get to see your 
husband Jack and be with God. Either way, God’s love has you covered. 
No need for worry, just peace. You may still be afraid at times, but I know 
God loves you, and He didn’t waste that kindness in your heart or the 
great smile you give to all of us who visit you for nothing. God loves you 
and you can rest in that.”

 Mary smiled as she said, “I sure like what you are saying. Is it true?”

 “I know it is, Mary.”

 She smiled. The smile grew so big it was pushing the oxygen straps 
up the sides of her cheeks. She looked off to the side for a moment and 
then her eyes turned to lock onto mine. “I wish I had known this feeling 
of peace earlier in my life. I wish I had been more religious.”

 “Mary, God has been working in your life over all these years and God 
has you now.  Just hold on to that peace.”

 “Will you be my assistant and help me do that?” she asked. 

 “Absolutely. It would be my pleasure and honor.” I replied. And then 
we prayed together, with both of us having tears in our eyes. 

 Mary wished that she had found that peace earlier in her life. She said 
that she wished that she had been more religious in her lifetime. There 
is an incredible strength and peace that can be found as we dive deeper 
and deeper into our faith. Do you know God’s peace? Would you like to 
have more years to enjoy it? If so, let me know. The whole church family 
at FUPC is here to help you, encourage you, and love you. Just give me a 
call. It would be my pleasure and honor to be your assistant.

In Christ,

Pastor Rob

(Note: The names have been changed, however the story is a true one 
from my life as a pastor.)



Family News Information current as of  July 24

Ministering to God’s People

In Our Prayers

     August 5
USHERING 8:00 am
Coni Jackson
Kathy Schmidt 
USHERING 10:30 am
Adrian Croissant
Ally Dyer
Nathan Dyer
Will Gagen
Daniel Giles
Mike Giles
Susy Rybicki
LITURGIST
Chuck Thurig
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Danny Halel
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Volunteers Needed
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Jennifer Breece
Laura Hall
Amy Shreve
Hannah Shreve

     August 12
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan Bainter
Lou Stark 
USHERING 10:30 am
Brenda Doll
Sharon Gaskill
Gavin Guinn
Mandy & John Guinn
Marian & Jim Morris
Betty Scherrer
LITURGIST
Melissa Epps
AMBASSADOR
Babs Hill
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Deacons
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Gigi Cox
Pam & Danny Halel

     August 19
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Babs Hill
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Shawn Lankford 
Bruce Reeder
Larry Scott
LITURGIST
Sammylane Wirth
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pam Halel
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Volunteers Needed
SOUND OPERATOR
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Amy Abernathy
Elizabeth Schramm
Terri Vandiver

     August 26
USHERING 8:00 am
Terri & Dan O’Saben
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Grace Farinas
Dan Harres
John Mann
LITURGIST
Rachel Lankford
AMBASSADOR
Sharon Gaskill
PHONE
Linda Gurr 
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Volunteers Needed
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Seon Choo Kim
Connie & Don Darnell

For the family and friends of Robert Schmale 
who died on July 23 in Belleville.

Our Deepest Sympathy New Blessings

Associate Pastor 
  Nominating   
  Committee 
Inez Bridges
Irene Coverdell
Marguerite French
Sue Hall
Helen Handley-Fabre
Norma Jackson 

June & Gene Johnson
Lucile Katty
Albert Killmeier (Marti 
  Gibson’s brother) 
Bonnie Krause
Henri & Ted Lawrence
Evelyn Meyer
Lane Miller
Mary Ellen Pollock

Nancy Reinecker
Sandy & Don Rhodes
Rose & Vee Safarian
Marge Schanuel
Steve Schmidt 
Wanda Lee Schmidt
Charles Shive
Isabelle Vogel 
Will Weeks

Fay & Virl Williams
All world leaders
Our enemies
Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees 
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers

Our efforts to grow 
  spiritually 
Our efforts to express 
  our faith clearly
Our efforts to discover 
  & use our spiritual gifts
Our efforts to serve the 
  community

Our efforts to care for 
  one another
Our efforts to reach new 
  believers
Presbyterian Community   
  Preschool 
People who are 
  depressed and anxious

Charles Nobel Heath was born on July 17 in Tennessee. Charles is the son of Rachel & Jacob Heath, grandson of Lynn & 
Justin Heath, and great grandson of Sharon & Larry Scott.  Maddox Jeffery Beebe was born July 17 in St Louis. He is the 
son of Kymberly & Bradley Beebe and the grandson of Ellen & Bill Beebe.



Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women’s Circles in August  
A circle is a small group of women who meet 
monthly. In each circle, faith is nurtured and growth 
takes place through worship, Bible study, fellowship 
and outreach. During the summer, the emphasis is 

on fellowship. These circles are open to all women. 
• Wednesday, August 15: Hannah Circle, 11:30 am lunch 
at O’Charley’s, 1313 Central Park Drive in O’Fallon. For more 
information, contact Brenda Doll, bdoll1017@gmail.com or 444-
9660. 
• Tuesday, August 21: Lamplighters Circle, 11:30 am at The 
Abbey, 5801 W Main Street in Belleville. For more information, 
contact Rosemary Ehrstein, 235-4850. 

Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu to the right 
suggests non-perishable items to buy during August. All items 
collected are taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank 
which ministers to families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow 
GAMAM bag or fill your own bag and bring the items to the church. 
Monetary gifts are also welcome; make checks payable to First 
United Presbyterian with the memo to PW GAMAM.

Menu for August

Canned Tuna

Macaroni & Cheese

Canned Mixed Vegetables     
(low or no salt) 

Canned Fruit                                
(lite or in fruit juice)

Powdered Milk

Additional Items:
Baby Care Month

Diapers

Diaper Wipes

Formula                                 
(with iron)

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women
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Safety Team Update
Your Safety Team has been working with the trustees and 
Session to develop projects that will enhance the safety 
and security of our church facility. These projects include:
•  Add additional security cameras to extend coverage to 
the parking lots and eliminate other blind spots.
•  Provide  radios  to  the  team  members  to  improve 
coordination and responsiveness to emergency situations.
•  Install door  locks  to  the main entry doors  that can be 
initiated remotely.
•  Install  a  clear  protective  film  to  the  glass  at  the main 
entry doors/panels to prevent shattering.
The additional cameras have been installed, and the other 
projects should be completed within the next few weeks. 
These initiatives are intended to unobtrusively add a 
degree of safety to our church and still retain an open and 
welcoming environment for our members and guests. 
~ The Safety Team 

Preschool Registration 
There are a few openings in classes for 2018-2019. Call 
the Presbyterian Community Preschool, 233-4809, to 
schedule a Meet and Greet, a chance to meet teachers 
and see the classrooms. Orientation will be during the 
week of August 20, and classes will begin on August 27. 

Second Quarter Statements of Giving
The 2018 Second Quarter Statements of Giving have 
been mailed. If you have not received a statement, or if 
corrections to your statement are needed, please contact 
the Church Office. We appreciate your help in maintaining 
accurate financial records for the Church. 
~ Cara M. Barrett, Financial Secretary, 
cbarrett@firstunitedpres.org

Pentecost Offering Thank You
The Worship Committee is grateful to the congregation 
for its generous contributions to the Pentecost 
Special Offering. The sum of $340 was retained by the 
congregation, to use through the Mission Budget, for 
the summer lunch program. The balance of $510 was 
distributed to the Presbytery Mission Agency to support 
ministries with youth and young adults plus child 
advocacy for children at risk.

October 20:  FUPC Quilt Show
The Quilters are planning a quilt show on Saturday, 
October 20. The purpose is to show how quilts have been 
used to foster spiritual comfort and healing as a physical 
sign of God’s loving arms. 

Those who have participated in Quilt Camps are 
encouraged to display their quilts. However, anyone 
is invited to bring a quilt/quilts to show. If you have 
questions, please contact Diane Richardson, 717-756-
9133, or Susy Rybicki, 792-9458.
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Memorial Gift to PW
Presbyterian Women recently received 
a wonderful gift of twelve aprons. 
These were made by the daughter of 
Byron Nowak and given to the Church 
in his memory.

When FUPC veterans received their Quilts of Honor on 
Veterans’ Day Sunday, 2017, they felt the love and comfort 
our congregation was expressing through those quilts. 
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Adult Discipleship
Pastor’s Class
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Vista Room, 206)
• August 12: How is FUPC serving in the community?
Meet with Pastor Rob Dyer to learn all the ways our church is 
serving in the community. 
• August 19:  What are the needs and opportunities for mission 
in our local community?
This second week will look ahead to the future and explore how 
FUPC can serve more in the community. 
• August 26:  Coffee Chat with the Pastor
Come spend an hour asking questions and chatting about 
whatever the group wants to discuss with Pastor Rob. 

Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Conference Room, 200)
• August 5 & 12: Prayers in the Bible 
In this 2-week study, the focus will be on prayers which are found 
in the Bible and how these prayers can help prayer life. In the first 
session, participants will explore the key elements of prayers of 
praise and thankfulness and begin to learn how to pray biblical 
prayers. During the second session, participants will learn about 
prayers of confession and intercession and experience using 
prayers of the Bible as prayers for their own lives. The study will be 

led by Rosemary Ehrstein (week 1) and Linda Hangsleben (week 2). 
• August 19:  Mary, Mother of Jesus 
Who was Mary? What are your preconceptions about this woman? 
During this one-week session led by Rosemary Ehrstein, the class 
will explore the character and personality of Mary the mother of 
Jesus. The class will also examine New Testament scriptures to 
compare what is revealed in the biblical record about Mary with 
the group’s preconceptions. 
• August 26:  James, Brother of Jesus 
Was James really Jesus’ brother and when did he become a leader? 
During this one-week class, Roger Doll will introduce participants 
to James and explore his transformation from unbeliever to strong 
leader of the early church. Also, the class will ponder in what ways 
answering the call of Jesus Christ binds us to a commitment to be 
brother and sisters in Christ. 

Adulting  
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
Join this group of adults at they start meeting again in August. 
Each Sunday morning, they will discuss different podcasts, 
TED Talks, or current events as they share where God is in their 
lives and seek to figure out how God is calling them to live, 
act, and be.

Adult Fellowship
August 8:  Faith in Fiction
The People of Concord - American Intellectuals 
and Their Timeless Ideas by Paul Brooks 
is the discussion book again for August. 
This is an armchair visit to the year 1846 
in Concord, Massachusetts, home to 
Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau and other 
innovative thinkers. We will meet on August 
8 at 9:00 am in the Commons. Please join 
us for interesting conversation! If you 
have any questions, call Susy Rybicki,  
792-9458.

August 18:  Annual Helmsmen Picnic
August will be the final month of this year’s Helmsmen Mariners 
summer outing schedule. We will conclude by hosting the Merry 
Mates at our annual end-of-summer picnic on August 18. Due to 
the summer heat, it will be held indoors in Eversull Hall. Helmsmen 
and guests are invited to arrive 
about 5:30 pm, with dinner at 6:00 
pm. For more information, contact 
John or Dee Mann, 624-3040.

August 18:  Merry Mates Invited 
to Helmsmen Picnic
Merry Mates are invited to join the 
Helmsmen for their indoor end-of-
summer picnic on Saturday, August 
18, in Eversull Hall. Plan to arrive at 
5:30 pm with dinner at 6:00 pm. 

August 22:  Prayer Shawl Ministry
The knitters meet on the 4th Wednesday, any time after 9:00 am, 
at the home of Betty McRoberts. You are welcome to join us on 
Wednesday, August 22!  We will even teach you to knit or crochet. 
Bring friends or neighbors, have coffee and breakfast yummies, 
and enjoy the experience and blessings that come with gifting 
these shawls.
Prayer Shawl Tag Brings Comfort
Even the tag on a prayer shawl 
can be a daily reminder of God’s 
love for each of us: May this 
prayer shawl enfold you in God’s 
warmth, comfort, healing and 
peace. 

Sand Dollars
This group will resume meeting in September. 

Annual Helmsmen Rummage Sale
The Helmsmen Mariners regret to announce that we will no longer 
hold our annual fall rummage sale. Although this has been an 
anticipated church event and fundraiser for many years, the time 
has come to admit that the effort to prepare and execute it has just 
become too much for many of our members. 

We want to thank all those who have helped us with past rummage 
sales. Your assistance was greatly appreciated. Our hope is that this 
will provide an opportunity to start a new tradition by coming 
together as a congregation, share the burden, and create new and 
better events to take its place.



Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

From the Mission Committee

Nine middle school 
students and two 

adults spent a week 
at The Great Escape in 
Green Lake, Wisconsin.  
The week included 
worships, intense games, 
small group discussions, 
a shaving cream war and 
quiet time.

KIX Great Escape 2018

July was a very busy month for our committee. After two 
separate Skype interviews with the person we considered our top 
candidate, we decided to take the next step and bring him and his 
wife to Belleville for what is called a “Face-to-Face” interview. They 
arrived on Friday morning and met with three Giddings-Lovejoy 
Presbytery representatives that afternoon for what is called a 
“Goodness of Fit” interview. This involves talking with him about 
his theology, background, and experience. The purpose is to 
ensure that he understands and adheres to reformed Presbyterian 
theology and also to make the presbytery comfortable that he 
is a good fit for our church in particular. The rest of the weekend 
consisted of having several meals together, providing a tour of our 

Project Compassion:  A Local Mission Partner
This not-for-profit group is 
dedicated to promoting the 
empowerment and enhancement 
of disadvantaged and low-

income women and children, with a focus on middle and high 
school girls. They assist girls and youth in grades 6-12 and young 
women ages 15-35.

Project Compassion has provided outreach to homeless/low-
income families since 2005. It has served over 70,000 individuals 
through resources, workshops, and trainings; has provided over 
7,000 personal care and seasonal items; and provided ongoing 
assistance to four low-income shelters in St. Clair County. Project 
Compassion has also been instrumental in becoming the bridge 
to services for the needs these individuals are facing.

Project Compassion offers three programs exclusively for young 
girls. Empower-Me is a middle/high school based program. Girls 

P H O T O S  B Y  K A I T I E  K A U T Z

church, and a tour of the Belleville/St. Louis area. We also got to 
hear him preach at a local church. Over three days we were able 
to spend quality time with him and his wife and had numerous 
conversations allowing us to get a more personal feel for his 
personality, goals, ambitions, and a much better assessment of 
whether he is the one we are seeking. Unfortunately, both he and 
our committee decided that his level of comfort with our vision 
and goals was not a good match. We are now in the process of 
conducting interviews with other promising candidates and 
continue to seek your patience and your prayers as we continue 
our work. ~ John Mann, Brian Dulski, Keely Giles, Bailey Guinn, Sheila 
Misselhorn and Angie Sheridan 

meet each week for one hour to discuss and build self-esteem, 
self-worth, conflict management, and social skills. Imagine-Me 
Summer Program is a nine (9) week summer camp for girls in 
grades 6-10. The targeted participants are also struggling with 
social issues: making and maintaining friends, new to the school 
they attend, currently in a single parent home, living in a foster 
care setting, or recently experienced a change in family dynamics 
such as divorce or death of a loved one. Girlz On Purpose Tour 
is a one-day tour for girls ages 11-18 to navigate self-esteem, 
education, and character discussions in a fun, energizing, and 
inspiring day. To learn more about Project Compassion and our 
other mission partners, pick up a copy of the Mission Directory & 
Prayer Guide in the Commons (Welcome Desk and Front Desk), 
next to the Mission bulletin board, or outside the Chapel. 

Visit the Mission Committee
The Mission Committee meets in the Conference Room (200) at 
6:00 pm on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meetings 
are open to all – consider a visit!



Ways to Serve and Give
August 11:  Blessing Belleville Banquet
Beacon, Caritas and Project Compassion all help our community. 
Now is your chance to help all of them! Attend the Second Annual 
Blessing Belleville Banquet at 6:00 pm at the 4204 Banquet Center, 
6435 W. Main St., Belleville. Along with dinner, there will be a 
silent auction, live music by Julia Donato and the dance group, 
“Lou Kidz.” Tickets are $40, with sponsorship levels at $100, $250, 
and $500. The event is organized by Ally Dyer. Purchase tickets on 
Sunday mornings, at blessing.belleville@gmail.com, or text or call 
315-9659.

August 25:  Project Compassion Day 
On the fourth Saturday of each month, Project Compassion packs 
and delivers items for the homeless on both sides of the river. 
Volunteers from First United will next help on Saturday, August 25, 
however the collection of items is ongoing. Single-serving food 
items needed are: granola bars, water, noodles, snack crackers, 
and dried fruit. Personal hygiene items needed are: wash cloths, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouth wash, deodorant, and soap. 
Please leave all items in the marked bags on the pew outside the 
Sanctuary. If you would like to volunteer, or have questions, please 
contact Bob Samples, 624-3340. Thank you for your continued 
support of this important effort.

October 1:  Golf for Youth
The 16th annual Clarence Voigt Memorial Golf 
Tournament, a four-person scramble, will be 
held on Monday, October 1, at Stonewolf Golf 
Course. Registration will begin at 11:00 am. The 
registration fee is $100 per person and includes 
range balls and a lunch ticket for a hamburger 
or hot dog, chips and soft drink, available prior 
to tee time or any time during the event. Tee off is scheduled for 
12:30 pm. There will be closest-to-the-hole prizes and a skins 
game. Participation is open for individuals, full or partial teams. All 
skill levels are welcome as there will be multiple flights. Even the 
part-time or beginner golfer can attend - the only pressure is to 
have fun! Past participants will be sent a registration form. Extra 
forms are in the Church Office or call Don Darnell, 210-5404, for 
more information. All proceeds generated from the tournament 
will be used to benefit Children and Youth Ministries.

Support FUPC with AmazonSmile
This is a website that lets 
you enjoy the same wide 
selection of products, low 
prices, and convenient 
shopping features as on amazon.com. However, when you shop 
on AmazonSmile, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price to First United Presbyterian Church. 
• Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ Sign in using your usual 
Amazon log in and password OR create a username and password.
• Make First United Presbyterian Church your selected Charity.
Go to Your Account, then select Your Amazon Smile in the drop 
down. Click on Change Charity, then type First United Presbyterian 
Church.
• Shop! Shop Amazon.com as usual. Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price from your eligible smile.amazon.com 
purchases. 

Ministry Opportunity on Wednesday Evenings
Youth Ministries and Christian Education Committees are recruiting 
volunteers to staff the front desk on Wednesday evenings from 
5:00-8:00 pm. You would be greeting children, youth, and adults 
who are here for Wednesday activities, choir practice, or meetings; 
monitoring the doors; and answering phones. Dinner would be 
included, brought to you! Kickoff for the fall is August 22. You can 
sign up for one or more evenings and do it by yourself, or recruit 
a friend or spouse to come along! To sign up, please contact 
Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org or 233-0295. 

Feeding our Youth:  Wednesday Night Youth Meals
It’s that time of year again! School is ready to start and so are 
Wednesday night Youth activities. Want to help and see what 
happens on Wednesday nights? It’s easy! Pick a Wednesday that 
will work for you, decide on a menu, shop, prepare, serve and 
clean up. OR shop, and drop off food at church for the kitchen 
crew to prepare. OR order pizza. OR write a check and have it all 
taken care of! OR we can also help with the cost. There are so many 
options! Talk to your family, friends or life group at church. Pick a 
Wednesday and sign up! Look for the signup table after church in 
the Commons. If you have any questions, contact Jess Mokriakow, 
910-3738, or jmokriakow@gmail.com.

Summer Sack Lunch Program 2018
As part of a network of churches organized by the Kids for Christ 
organization, our church delivers meals to children throughout 
Belleville every Friday. This is our fourth year of providing much-
needed food and friendship. An average of 20 volunteers make 
nutritious lunches each Thursday evening, and another 18 church 
members deliver the meals to eight sites every Friday during the 
summer. If you’re looking for a great way to get involved, you are 
welcome to join us on Thursday evenings at 6:00 pm or Friday 
mornings until August 9 and 10!

The Mission Committee would like to thank all those who have 
donated items and cash for this worthwhile project. We also thank 
everyone who has given their time to prepare and deliver the 
lunches. FUPC members are indeed dedicated to helping the less 
fortunate among us.

For the fourth year, FUPC is answering the call to “feed the hungry” 
by providing nutritious lunches for children at risk of hunger in our 
community. On Thursday evenings, faithful volunteers prepare 90 
- 150 lunches to be delivered by volunteers on Fridays to children 
at sites in Belleville. These children depend on the school breakfast 
and lunch programs during the school year but may have no meal 
options during the summer.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 D
W

IG
H

T
 L

IE
D



Children & Youth Life

FUPC invites 
Families of Children and Youth

to attend the 
Kickoff of Wednesday Activities!

August 22, 2018
5:30 – 7:30 pm

Free Food: Eversull Hall
Free Outside Activities: Bounce House, Obstacle Course, 

Rock Wall and Dunk Tank 
 (In case of rain, outside activities will be moved to the Gym.)

Parents/grandparents/guardians 
are asked to participate with their children 

as part of this event!

Enjoy an evening together as a church family
with free activities and free food

for all ages!

Regular age-specific programming for children and youth
will begin on August 29.



On August 22, FUPC will kick off Wednesday evening 
programming with an evening of free food and activities for 
families of children and youth, ages birth through grade 12. 

On August 29, age-specific programming for children and 
youth will begin. 

The Christian Education Committee offers three programs for 
children on Wednesday evenings. 

• For Infants through 3 years old: GLC (God’s Loving Care) 

(5:30-8:00 pm) In addition to lots of TLC (tender loving care), 
there is play time, Bible story time, and a response activity. 
They join older children and youth for dinner.

• For ages 4 – 2nd grade: GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) 

(5:30-7:30) Students gather for Bible story time, game time, 
response time with craft or service, dinner, and worship. 

• For grades 3-5: PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) 

(5:30-7:30 pm) For PYCers, there is game time, dinner, worship, 
Bible study time, service opportunities and lots of fellowship. 

• Homework Club is provided for those ages 4 – grade 5 with 
older siblings in KIX/TIM or whose parents are in choir (7:30-
8:00). Bring homework or a book.   

For more information on these groups, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, Director of Christian Education.

The Youth Ministries Committee offers programs on 
Wednesdays for youth in grades 6-12. 

• For grades 6-8: KIX (Kids in Christ) 

• For grades 9-12: TIM (Teens in Ministry) 

The typical schedule for KIX and TIM is 
• 5:30-6:00 pm Homework and Games*
• 6:00-6:30 pm Dinner; 6:30-7:30 pm Worship/Discussion 
• 7:30-8:00 pm Homework and Games* 

(*Arrive early or stay late for games, fellowship or doing 
homework.) For more information, contact, Kaitie Kautz, 
Director of Youth Ministries. 

Youth Bus Transportation 

Bus transportation to the church is available for PYC, KIX and 
TIM participants. If you need a ride, please contact Kaitie Kautz, 
233-0295 or kkautz@firstunitedpres.org. 

On Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, FUPC offers year-round 
Sunday School classes for students ages three through high 
school. Childcare is available for infants and toddlers all 
morning at First United. 

On August 26, the new Sunday School year will begin 
when children and youth are promoted and move to their 
new classes. 

• For ages 3 – PreK: Preschool Sunday School Class

This class is for children who have turned 3 through pre-
kindergarten. Caring teaching teams use curriculum based on 
Bible stories. The sessions incorporate a wide range of activities 
such as storytelling, music, crafts, and movement. 

• For grades K-5:  FaithQuest Sun

FaithQuest is the Sunday morning program for children in 
kindergarten through 5th grade. Recognizing that children 
learn differently and through repetition, major Bible stories 
and concepts are taught using activities that actively engage 
all the senses. Students hear the same Bible lesson repeated 
for a 2, 3, or 4 week period as they “rotate” through different 
learning areas to experience it through several different 
ways: art, Bible skills, cooking, drama, audiovisual, music, and 
storytelling.

• For grades 6-8:  KIX (Kids in Christ) Sunday School

This group meets in a room specifically set aside for them. 
These students delve more deeply into the meaning of the 
Bible, expanding their knowledge. Another very important 
component is the fellowship they share, discussing their 
everyday joys and challenges with each other.

• For grades 9-12:  TIM (Teens In Ministry) Sunday School

Teens meet in a room specifically set aside for them. Students 
participate in discussions and Bible study each week. They 
use a variety of curricula, all designed to help them continue 
growing in their knowledge of God’s work. 

During 10:30 am Worship Service – Children’s Chapel  
for children ages 3 through 3rd grade

First United recognizes the importance of even our youngest 
members experiencing worship with the rest of our faith 
community. 

During the 10:30 worship service, all children ages 3 and up 
attend the first part of the worship service with their families. 
After the pastor shares time with the children, students ages 
3 through 3rd grade are invited to leave with adult Worship 
Leaders and Greeters to attend their own carefully designed, 
age appropriate worship time in Children’s Chapel. 

Also, parents are always welcome to keep their children with 
them in worship. 

During August, children will hear the stories of The Parable of 
the Fishnet, The Parable of the Two Sons, The Wise Man and 
the Foolish Man, and Orientation and The Light. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS SUNDAY MORNINGS



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
1:00 pm Personnel Committee
5:30 pm Vision Team

THURSDAY,  AUGUST 2
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
6:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Prep
7:00 pm Equipping Team

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3
10:00 am Summer Sack Lunch 
  Delivery

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 6
6:30 pm Membership 
  Committee
7:30 pm Men’s Softball (Shiloh 
  Eagles)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Evangelism 
  Committee
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am PW Homeless Meal 
  Prep
9:00 am Faith in Fiction
7:00 pm Deacons

THURSDAY,  AUGUST 9
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (Belleville Denny’s)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available 
6:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Prep

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10
10:00 am Summer Sack Lunch 
  Delivery

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
College Students - STL 
  Adventure Day 
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (O’Fallon Denny’s)
6:00 pm Blessing Belleville 
  Banquet at 4204 Banquet 
  Center 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 13
Steeple Deadline
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
7:00 pm Trustees
Time TBD: Men’s Softball 
  Make-up Date (Shiloh Eagles)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:45 pm College & Young Adult
  Committee
6:30 pm Session

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
11:30 am Hannah Circle 
  at O’Charley’s Restaurant
5:00 pm Worship Committee
7:00 pm College Students’  Yard 
  Games at 4204 Main Street 
  Brewing Company

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available 
7:00 pm Training for Children’s 
  Chapel Worship Leaders and 
  Greeters (Current and New)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18
5:30 pm Helmsmen Picnic with 
  Merry Mates 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Usher Training 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group

MONDAY, AUGUST 20
Preschool Orientation
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
6:30 pm Men’s Softball Playoffs 
  (Shiloh Eagles)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21
Preschool Orientation
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
11:30 am Lamplighters at The 
  Abbey
5:00 pm Youth Ministries 
  Committee
5:30 pm Budget/Finance 
  Committee
6:30 pm Christian Education 
  Committee

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22
Preschool Orientation
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:30 pm Children & Youth 
  Kickoff
6:00 pm Mission Committee

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
Preschool Orientation 
10:00 am Presbytery 
  Gathering (First Presbyterian, 
  Edwardsville)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
8:30 am Project Compassion 
  Day (deliver items to 
  homeless)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School Kickoff
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 27
First Week of Preschool
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
6:30 pm Men’s Softball Playoffs *
  (Shiloh Eagles) *Tentative

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework & 
  Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth 
  Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31
9:30 am PWCT Meeting

Calendar of Events August 2018
 

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

Legacy  
Please remember First 
United in your estate 
plans.

September 8
Sand Dollar Picnic

September 9
Grandparents Day

September 16
Back-to-School 
Sunday: Invite a 

Teacher to Church

September 15
Belleville Helping 

Belleville

October 1
Golf Tournament

September 29
Beacon 5K  
Run/Walk

Attendance and Giving

   Date Worship Pledges & Contributions
  Attendance as of June 30, 2018
06.03.18      248 Pledged  $43,223.00  
06.10.18     228  Unpledged 10,923.00  
06.17.18     336 Loose Offerings 798.31
06.24.18 250 Per Capita 134.00
  Schnucks eScrip Cards 49.96
  Capital Campaign Funds 15,542.00 
  Additional Information:  
  Online Giving* 6,987.00  
* The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but 
is incorporated in the other income categories. 
If you have questions, please contact the Budget 
Committee Chair, Elder Lorenzo Clayton, 541-0101.

June 2018



Lydia Circle Visits 
Kimmswick, Missouri

Food Truck 
Sunday

P H O T O S  B Y  S .  G A S K I L L  &  j .  N I C H O L A S

From those who were 
there: 

“Lots of fun was 
had at Food Truck 

Sunday.”

“Another new 
adventure for our 
members at First 

United.”

On June 22, nine Lydia Circle 
members and four Hannah 

Circle members spent a beautiful 
day in Kimmswick. Not only did the 
group enjoy a delicious lunch at the 
Blue Owl, but they also spent time 
strolling around town and shopping 
for bargains in the unique shops. 

P H O T O S  B Y  R O B  D Y E R
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PAID

F I R S T   U N I T E D
P R E S B Y T E R I A N

Senior Pastor / Head of Staff
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Director of Christian Education
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Director of Youth Ministries
Director of Equipping Ministries

kkautz@firstunitedpres.org
Kaitie Kautz

Director of Music
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Pianist/Accompanist
Diana Umali

Worship Music Leader
Mat Conway

Office Staff (8:00 am - 2:00 pm)
lorlet@firstunitedpres.org

LuAnn Orlet 

Financial Secretary (12:30 pm - 4:30 pm)
cbarrett@firstunitedpres.org

Cara Barrett 

Art Director
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

Director of Audio/Video Ministries
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org

Loren Elliott

Custodial Service
Herschel Bey 

Childcare
Sue Hall, Sunday Supervisor 

Mary Blodgett, Kyla Riley

Parish Nurse
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple
Articles and Suggestions

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF
CHILDREN & YOUTH KICKOFF

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF

Wednesday, August 22 
5:30 – 7:30 pm

Sunday, August 26 
9:15 am


