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Welcome All

As we welcome many new faces from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church who are joining FUPC, one might think that our 

worship theme of Welcome All is simply about that. To be honest, 
it’s bigger. We want to take advantage of this time when we are 
thinking about welcoming new members to spend some time on 
what it means to welcome all, even beyond these new, immediate 
relationships. We are called to a level of hospitality that goes far 
beyond church membership and the walls of our church. I was 
recently reminded of how the eyes of children can guide us in this 
ministry.

Rev. Lynne Baab, a Presbyterian minister, writer, and teacher, 
shared this story about a very special young boy from Utah 

who was featured in a good news segment. In January 2020, Good 
Morning America interviewed Chase Hansen, a ten-year-old boy 
from Salt Lake City, who was passionate about caring for people 
experiencing homelessness. Chase and his father provided meals 
and established a nonprofit called “Project Empathy.” In the 
interview, Chase recommended getting involved in person, rather 
than giving money, because then “you can create a connection, 
a bond.” When asked how to start, he suggested smiling, saying 
hello, introducing yourself, and talking. Then, he said, you can 
invite your conversation partner to a meal.

In the interview, Chase used the word connection several times. 
The Christian practice of hospitality creates a safe, open place for 

connection, because we remember the ways God has connected 
with us. 

We remember that, after the resurrection, two dispirited 
disciples were walking from Jerusalem to their home in 

Emmaus. They were joined by a stranger, whom they invited into 
their home. At the meal, when the stranger broke bread, they 
suddenly recognized him as Jesus (Luke 24:13–35). In the same 
way, when Christians practice hospitality, we expect to meet Jesus 
in those we host and those who host us. When we do meet Jesus 
in friend, stranger, and enemy, we say with the disciples from 
Emmaus, “Were not our hearts burning within us?” (v. 32). 

Hospitality creates a safe, open place where a friend or stranger 
can enter and experience the welcoming spirit of Christ in 

another. God is present in beautiful ways in small, easy, big, and 
hard acts of hospitality. In the weeks ahead, FUPC will be exploring 
what it means to welcome all with this God-sized hospitality.

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

September Worship

We’ve Got 
Options!



ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

September 5, 12 
 Welcome All

September 19 
 Four Gospels, One Story

September 26 
 Introduction to the Gospel of      
     Mark

This class meets in person and on 
Zoom. For details and to receive 
study materials, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Log-on information for Zoom is 
updated in each Friday’s eWeekly. 

During the Week

Hope in the Word on Zoom  
Led by one of the Pastors, Hope in the 
Word offers online time for prayer, Bible 
reading, and connecting with others.

Thursdays, 5:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
An Evening of Fellowship
On Friday, September 10, Merry Mates will host 
an evening of fellowship for all FUPC adults. You 
are invited to gather in Eversull Hall between 
5:30 and 6:00 pm. Dinner will be a BYOE (Bring 
Your Own Everything) at 6:00 pm, followed by 
devotions and a program. If you have questions, 
please contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688, or 
carolpur53133@charter.net. 

September 22: Prayer Shawl Ministry
Save the date - Wednesday morning, September 22, for a get-together. We hope all, who 
have been or would be interested in being part of this wonderful ministry, will be able to 
enjoy our fellowship. Details to come. Call Betty McRoberts, 235-3197, or Mary Teague,  
235-6728, with any questions. If this is your first time, please contact one of us to be on the 
mailing list and keep you up to date with plans. 

Veterans’ Life Group
Our twice-monthly fellowship breakfasts have resumed! These are open to all active duty 
members and their families, veterans from all services, and all other church members or 
guests. Each month we meet the second Thursday, 7:30 am at Denny’s in Belleville, and the 
second Saturday, 7:30 am at Denny’s in O’Fallon.

Soon, we will also start to plan our Veterans’ Day event for November. In the past, we have 
honored World War I and World War II Veterans. Last year we honored Korean War Veterans. 
This year we will celebrate Vietnam War Veterans. More information to follow.

Attention, All Potlucks with a Purpose Ladies:
After many months of not being able to meet, I hope to hold a meeting in October. 
Obviously, the format will need to change, so here is my proposal. Let’s meet in Eversull 
Hall on Tuesday, October 26, at 6:30 pm. We’ll each bring food for ourselves to eat with 
friends but not share with our friends. We will simply share the experience of eating together 
and choosing a cause for our “Dining Out Dollars.” We will sit further apart, with fewer of us 
at each table, doing our best to be together in a safe way and still accomplish the mission 
of donating to a worthy cause. This is my plan. I’d love to hear from everyone with your 
thoughts about the new format. Please email, misselhorn417@gmail.com or call, 791-5156. 
Watch for an article in the October Steeple whether the meeting will go ahead or if there was 
not enough interest in pursuing the group at this time and in this way. Hope to hear from 
you soon. ~ In faith, Sheila Misselhorn

Ladies at the Table
Hi there! I was recently made the leader of Ladies at the Table, and we want more people in 
the church to know about us. We are a group of ladies, ages 20-45, that meets twice monthly, 
once on Zoom and once in person. We gather for friendship, support, prayer and fun. If you 
need more information, contact Jenny Humphreys, jkc5gx@mail.umsl.edu.

FUPC Women’s Circles in September
First United has three women’s groups who meet monthly with the purpose to nurture 
women’s faith through prayer and Bible study. During September, all the Circles will begin 
a new Bible study by Merryl Blair called What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from 
the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. If you would like to join one of the Circles, have 
questions or need more details, and to receive the Zoom log-on information, contact the 
leaders. 

• Thursday, September 9, Lydia Circle (second Thursday of the month) to meet on Zoom 
(not in person), 7:00 pm; Sharon Gaskill, 239-6121, or Jan Jensen, 262-894-6580
• Wednesday, September 15, Hannah Circle (third Wednesday of the month) to meet 
both in person at FUPC and on Zoom, 11:30 am; Carol Purviance, 250-5688
• Tuesday, September 21, Lamplighters Circle (third Tuesday of the month) to meet 
both in person at FUPC and on Zoom, 1:00 pm; Amy Brummitt, 235-4226

Adult Fellowship
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At their August meeting, Merry Mates 
and their Helmsmen guests had an 
indoor picnic in Eversull Hall. Dinner, 
wonderful fellowship, and a program 
were enjoyed by all.
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Let Go of Worries?
Is this wise? Is this safe? Pastor Rob suggests many worries 
are not only unnecessary but unhealthy. We can find solace 
by taking our worries to God in prayer and placing them in 
His hands. As with the grace of forgiveness, when we fully 
surrender to God’s will, we trust that he will make all things 
right. Pastor Alex provides us with a three-step approach: (1) 
(unlike the monkey) let go of the allure of unhealthy worldly 
things; (2) find peace and contentment in the Lord; and (3) 
remind ourselves of our blessings by helping those in need. 
May we find serenity and peace by letting go, surrendering 
to God’s plan for us, and then by putting ourselves in 
harmony with that plan and in unison with his creation.  
~ The Stewardship Committee

September 8: Choir Resumes
There is exciting news from 
the Chancel Choir! Following 
an enthusiastic response 
from a choir survey, It was 
recommended and approved 
that choir rehearsals resume on 
Wednesday, September 8, at 7:30 pm. The only special 
guidance is that unvaccinated choir participants must wear 
a mask. We welcome anyone interested in singing with the 
choir to join us in September… former members and new 
folks who want to experience the joy of music for worship! 
Watch for more information in the eWeekly or contact Andy 
Jensen, ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Taking Good Care of Each Other

COVID Update 08/08/2021
On August 8, the Session met to review our COVID policies and 
discuss any possible changes. Due to recent CDC and St. Clair County 
Health Department recommendations, the Session has decided to 
keep the current policies mostly unchanged regarding worship and 
other activities with a few exceptions: 
•  The  bus  ministry  has  been  approved  for  possible  startup 
in September with masks and seat separation for those from 
different households.
•  The  choir ministry  has  been  approved  for  possible  startup  in 
September. 
•  The official  statement  regarding masks  for  indoor activities of 
the church has been changed to read, “Masks are encouraged 

for all regardless of vaccination status.” 
•  As a reminder, masks are required for youth and children indoor 
activities where so many are unvaccinated. 
•  Masks can be removed for socially-distanced meals. 
•  For all other indoor church activities, including worship, masks 
are encouraged. 

Many of our ministries are starting up again with creative ways 
to keep everyone safe. If you want help figuring out how to get 
your ministry group or team started up again, just contact one of 
the pastors or Christian Ed Director Stephanie Foltz. If anyone has 
questions or concerns about the church’s COVID policies, please 
reach out to Pastor Rob, Pastor Alex, or one of the church elders.

New Blessing
Nara Elizabeth Bell was born on August 14, in St. Louis. Nara is the 
daughter of Ellen & Sam Bell, the granddaughter of Gina & Kent 
Marty, and the great-granddaughter of Marlene & Charles Marty.

Family News

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Darlene Stark, family and friends on the death of her husband, 
Mitch Stark, who died July 27, in St. Louis. For the family and friends 
of Jane Dickens (age 101) who died on August 21, in Belleville.

Caring Ministries

Make a Difference!
Every day you see people who are hurting: those 
who have lost a job, have lost a loved one, have 
gone through a divorce, or are battling a terminal 
illness. No Christian needs to walk alone through 
those times in their lives. Stephen Ministers provide Christ-centered 
emotional and spiritual care one-on-one to people going through 
a  difficult  time.  Stephen Ministers  are  God’s  representatives  who 
bring His love to those who are hurting. They receive special training 
to effectively give care to others and express God’s love to people 
who need to know they are loved by and through Him. Stephen 
Ministers have an impact on people’s lives when they really need 
someone to care and listen.

God is waiting to make a difference in people’s lives through you! 
To learn more, contact a Stephen Leader: Amy Abernathy, 578-9736, 
ranja@charter.net or Roger Doll, 402-1822, erdoll@gmail.com.

Deacons
The Deacons continued to care for our congregation last month by 
making phone calls and visits and sending emails and cards. In July, 
the Deacons completed 227 contacts: 74 calls,132 cards, 11 visits, 
and 5 emails.  

The Transportation Ministry has its motor running and ready for 
any member needs for doctor visits!  Please contact Brenda Doll, 444-
9660. Prayer shawls are available on shelves in Cornell Commons.  
~ Thank you, Marsha Head, Deacon Moderator 

Memorial Hospital (East and West) Visits 
Memorial Hospitals (East and West) have informed us that due to 
updated software, they are unable to tell us which of our church 
members are in the hospital. Until this is corrected, please let us know 
if you or a family member is in either of the hospitals. Please call the 
Church Office to report church members in either hospital. 



Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministries

Children on Wednesdays
GFF and PYC are back in-person 
on Wednesday evenings! 
Kickoff will be September 8 and 
regular gatherings will begin on 
September 15. Time will be 5:45-
7:45 pm, with dinner provided. 
We will wear masks for all indoor 
activities. Check your mail for more 
information or contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Sunday In-person for Children
Children are welcome in all 
worship services! During the 
11:00 am in-person service, 
children (age 3-grade 5) are 
invited to worship in Children’s 
Chapel where the Worship 
Leader and Greeter will continue 
to wear masks and practice 
social distancing as they share 
the stories of God. If you need 
childcare on Sunday mornings, 
have questions or concerns, 
please contact Stephanie Foltz, 
Director of Christian Education. 

FOR STUDENTS ONLY! (Just kidding.) 
If you have a 6th-12th grader in your life 
– these words are for you! September 8
brings our fall kickoff of Wednesday youth 
nights. We have plans for lots of color, 
lots of craziness, and hopefully, lots of 
you (well, your youth). If your student is 
planning to be a part of the festivities on 
September 8, it is strongly recommended 
they…

• wear white from head to toe
• don’t mind if whites don’t stay white
• bring a towel (or two) to cover your 
car seat on the way home
• invite a friend (or two) to join in the fun

And, if you have a 6th grader or 9th grader 
who hasn’t yet stepped up into KIX (grades 
6-8) or TIM (grades 9-12), we’re celebrating 
their rise that night with Pastor Rob!

Last but not least, if your student is a 
bit hesitant about the color wars, we 
hope they still show up. We have plans 
for a sideline crew to assist in our color-
free zones – and all means all when 
we’re talking about who’s welcome on 
Wednesdays. Everyone!



Ways to Serve & Give

September 20: Golf for Youth
After a one-year hiatus, Golf for Youth is 
back! The 18th Clarence Voigt Memorial Golf 
Tournament, a four-person scramble, will be 
held on Monday, September 20, at Far Oaks 
Golf Course. Registration will begin at 11:00 
am. Range balls and a lunch ticket, which 
may be redeemed for a bratwurst or hot 
dog plus chips and soft drink, are included 
in the registration fee. The lunch ticket may 
be redeemed prior to tee time or any time 
during the event. 

Tee off is scheduled for 12:30. There will be closest-to-the-hole 
prizes and a skins game. All skill levels are welcome, as there will be 
multiple flights. Participation is open for individuals, full, or partial 
teams. We want even the part-time or beginner golfer to attend - 
the only pressure is to have fun! Registration fee is $110 per person 
(price includes skins game and one mulligan per person); forms 
are  in  the  Church  Office  or  call  Don  Darnell,  210-5404,  for  more 
information. Past participants will be sent a registration form. All 
proceeds generated from the tournament will be used to benefit 
Children and Youth Ministries.

From the Mission Committee
September 25: Adopt-A-Highway 
Your Mission Committee is planning a trash pickup on Saturday, 
September 25. Meet in the Royal Heights parking lot at 9:00 am to 
pick up trash along an approximate one-mile stretch of Highway 
161, from Frank Scott Pkwy to 17th Street. All ages ten and older 
are welcome. Adult supervision for those under age 18 is required. 
Trash bags and water will be furnished. This is an excellent way for 
high school students to earn service hours. Contact Dwight Lied, 
550-8196, dlied1@aol.com, or Andy Morgan, 257-1935, ajm6116@
att.net, to register.

October 25 - 30: Adult Mission Trip 

Your Mission Committee is planning an Adult Mission Trip to Mound 
Ridge Retreat Center in Cook Station, Missouri. Mound Ridge is 
about a two-hour drive from our church, close enough that you 
may come for the day if you don’t feel you can stay the whole time. 
We will carpool leaving Sunday afternoon and return the following 
Thursday. There will be no cost other than personal expenses. All 
skill levels are welcome. If you might be interested, please save 
these dates on your calendar and contact Dwight Lied, 550-8196, 
dlied1@aol.com, or Andy Morgan, 257-1935, ajm6116@att.net.

Peace and Global Witness Offering
From September 5 – October 3, special offerings for Peace and 
Global Witness will be collected. Twenty-five percent of the offerings 
will remain with our congregation. Here are some of the ways 
congregations use their portion of the Peace and Global Witness 
offering on behalf of those struggling through oppression and 
injustice.
•  Support the work of a mission co-worker
•  Support volunteers at a summer youth program
•  Support a family resource center with things that food stamps 
don’t pay for: shampoo, toilet paper, etc.
•  Support suicide prevention programs
•  Implement a program sending food home with schoolchildren 
over the weekend

Wednesday Night Meals
Yippie!! Woohoo!! Yay!! Wednesday night youth activities are back! 
That means we need volunteers to provide meals for the kiddos and 
adults. Grab your family or friends, pick a Wednesday night, shop, 
and prepare (with the help of the kitchen crew). Or simply let the 
Wednesday night crew know that you will provide funds, and we 
will do the shopping, preparing, and serving. Or prepare the food 
at home, drop off at church, and the crew will do the rest. There 
are so many options!! Call or text Jess Mokriakow, 910-3738, or 
jmokriakow@gmail.com. 

Evangelism Committee Needs Your Help
We are implementing a new Social Media program. 
It will allow us to expand the number of social 
media platforms we use and increase our content quality and 
frequency. We believe this will modernize our evangelism outreach 
and increase the many ways we can help our community. 

We are looking for Content volunteers who would simply take 
pictures or videos while participating in our many church 
activities. We also want to thank Ally Dyer for her guidance and 
recommendations in helping us develop this new program. Stay 
tuned…more information to follow.



Every year, our congregation supports individuals as they pursue 
continued education opportunities.  The Christian Education 
Committee has the happy task of accepting applications and 
awarding the scholarships. This year, there were six applicants 
who applied and received scholarships, presented on July 25 and 
August 1. 

Ally Dyer received the Presbyterian 
and Ray A. Angerer Scholarships. 
Ally continues her bachelor’s degree 
program at Villanova University, studying 
Organizational Communications. She 
is excited to return to a new Villanova 
employment position as a Tutor in the 
Writing Center during the school year. 
She is a member of the Villanova Dance 
Team and is the Community Service 
Chair. As reflected on her application, Ally is inspired by her faith 
to make the world a better place and to be an effective advocate 
for social justice. She stated, “I intend to continue learning, both in 
Communications and my Peace and Justice minor, how I can apply 
my values of Christ-like love and inclusion in all that I pursue.” Ally is 
the daughter of Sarah and Pastor Rob Dyer.

Nathan Dyer received the Presbyterian 
and Ray A. Angerer Scholarships. He is 
a 2021 graduate of Belleville East High 
School and attends the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. He plans 
to pursue a degree in Computer Science 
and Linguistics. Nathan had a stellar high 
school career at East as a member of five 
honor societies. He was also awarded 
Departmental Honors in English, Math, 
and Science, and was Valedictorian of his class. In addition to high 
school achievements, Nathan received the highest SAT score in St. 
Clair County. In relating his faith influences, Nathan spoke of the 
assurance and trust he has in God’s plan for him, “Trusting God 
lessened my anxieties about the future and allowed me to look for 
the signs from God. Through my faith, I was able to recognize these 
signs to study computer science and linguistics, following the path I 
believe God has set for me. As I enter college, my faith will continue 
to guide me as I seek to find my place in God’s plan.” Nathan is the 
son of Sarah and Pastor Rob Dyer.

Rev. Brandan Eddy received the Paul 
Cornell Scholarship and the Ray A. 
Angerer and Presbyterian Scholarships. 
He serves as chaplain at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in O’Fallon and does hospice 
work on the weekends. Brandan 
is pursuing a Doctor of Ministry in 
Pastoral Care and Counseling at 
Louisville Seminary. He expects to 
graduate from this three-year program 
this December 2021. In relating his faith influences he shared, “It 
is my personal belief that we cannot truly experience the grace 
of God apart from our relationship with others, (from whom) 
we find acceptance and love.” First United is the home church 
for his family including wife, Lacy, and their three children Eliza, 

Evelyn, and Natalie. In his spare time, Brandan enjoys playing 
Irish bagpipes as a hobby.

Whitley Foehner was awarded the 
Presbyterian and Ray A. Angerer 
Scholarships. She continues her studies 
at Webster University where she majors in 
Music Education. In addition, she resumes 
her work as a Customer Service Associate 
in the Webster University Housing Offices. 
Whitley shared that she felt called to study 
music in college and was guided toward 
teaching. “God has given me so many 
opportunities to share my faith through music. In the future, I will 
use my talents and skills to guide young people to express their faith 
in God through music.” Our music ministry here at First United has 
been blessed by Whitley’s voice as part of choral groups or in her 
lovely solo work. Whitley is the daughter of Lisa and Gary Foehner. 

Daniel Giles received the Presbyterian 
and Ray A. Angerer Scholarships. He 
continues to work on his bachelor’s degree 
at American University in Washington, 
DC, studying Economics with a minor 
in Finance. On campus, Daniel serves as 
a resident assistant and is the business 
manager for an acapella group. Also, this 
fall he will be an Economic Policy Intern 
at a non-profit organization in DC. Daniel 
stated in his application that his faith and the support of his church 
family has given him the confidence to pursue his goals. He said, “I 
always have the comfort that if I need someone to talk to, prayers or 
spiritual guidance, I can turn to my church family and faith. Without 
this faith support and the caring support network of my church 
family, I know I would not be where I am today.” Daniel is the son of 
Keely and Mike Giles.

Kaitie Kautz was awarded the Paul Cornell 
Scholarship and the Ray A. Angerer and 
Presbyterian Scholarships. Kaitie served as 
Director of Youth Ministries and Equipping 
Ministries at First United from November 
7, 2011, through August 23, 2021. She is 
continuing her education at University of 
Missouri-St. Louis to complete a master’s 
degree in Clinical Counseling with a Child 
and Adolescent Specialization. In her 
application, Kaitie stated that the Covid Pandemic has reinforced the 
value of developing expertise in helping people cope with stress. 
She said, “The ability to talk with students about grief, loss, joys, 
changes, and the future, all while connecting to God, the church, 
and their faith is what I love to do and what I hope to continue to do.” 
We wish her great success in her new endeavors. 

Again, we thank members of our congregation for supporting these 
important scholarships. As those in our faith community continue 
to work diligently to achieve their educational goals, we want them 
to know that FUPC supports them on their paths to educational 
enrichment. Congratulations to all our scholarship recipients and 
God’s blessings on each one of you on your journey ahead.  

2021 Scholarship Recipients
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Senior Pastor / Head of Staff 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Associate Pastor 
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

The Rev. Alexandra K. Lysdahl

Director of Christian Education 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Interim Director of Youth Ministries 
youth@firstunitedpres.org

Renée Wilson

Director of Music 
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Pianist/Accompanist
Diana Umali

Worship Music Leader
Mat Conway

Office Staff 
church@firstunitedpres.org 

 
Financial Secretary 

cbarrett@firstunitedpres.org
Cara Barrett 

Art Director 
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

Director of Audio/Video Ministries 
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org

Loren Elliott

Parish Nurse
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple 
Articles and Suggestions 

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8The Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Thursday. 

Phones are answered 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Monday – Friday.

Summer Sack Lunch Program – Thank You!

For the sixth year, our church fed nearly 150 children each Friday as part of a broader 
collaboration between Kids for Christ and other local churches. We were so fortunate and 

thankful for the wonderful people who did the grocery shopping, made sandwiches, packed 
sack lunches, delivered meals to kids, and for those who gave contributions to the fund that 
fuels these lunches.

We especially thank all those who prayed for the children and those who were able to 
participate in feeding the children this summer. A special thanks to our “hands-on” team 

for your faithful, caring work in this important mission:
• Grocery Shopping: Jackie & Dan Bainter, Anne Dulski, Mandy Guinn & family; Laura & Kate 
Hall, Barb Harnist, Nancy & Bill Kreeb, Marilyn & Grady Phillips, Abby Smith & family
• Sandwiches: Jackie & Dan Bainter, Jane Bynum, Pam Corbett, Annette Eckert & team, 
Pam & Dan Halel, Virginia Hartzell, Marsha Head, Miranda Jernigan & Family, Nancy Kreeb, 
Norma Mason, Jessica Mokriakow & family, Susy Rybicki, Betty Scherrer, Adel Schneider, 
Mary Teague
• Assemble Lunches: Jane Bynum, Laura & Kate Hall, Susan Hammack, Barb Harnist, Virginia 
Hartzell, Cathy & Andy Jensen Family, Pattie Layman & family, Norma Mason, Stacie & 
Robert and Johnny Mize, Jessica Mokriakow Family, Sue Perez, Marilyn & Grady Phillips, 
Susy Rybicki, Betty Scherrer, Amy & Scott Shreve Family, Lenny Singano and daughters
• Deliver Lunches:  Amy Abernathy, Jane Alberter, Jackie & Dan Bainter, Norma Croissant, 
Connie & Don Darnell, Sharon Gaskill, Bill & Nancy Kreeb, Cyndi Langen, Dwight & Joyce 
Lied, Terri O’Saben, Stacie & Robert & Johnny Mize, Abby Smith, Caroline Smith, Morgan 
Smith, Rob & Tina & Eli Thornberry & Friends. P
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Children & Youth
Fall Kickoff  

5:45   gather
6:00   pizza dinner
6:30   fun games!
7:45   go home

KIX + TIM

5:45   gather
6:00   pizza dinner
6:30   color wars!
7:45   go home

GFF & PYC   



P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z

Nancy Hodges has been a beloved teacher for 
over 30 years with the Presbyterian Community 

Preschool. On Sunday, August 22, all ages of current 
and former Preschool children joined members and 
staff of First United to celebrate her retirement. 
Several families with two generations of FUPC 
preschoolers were even able to join in the fun! 
Thank you, Nancy, for your dedication and loving 
care of all of God’s children over the years. We wish 
you well as you enjoy your retirement!

Presbyterian Community Preschool Celebrates Nancy Hodges!



New Members in Our Church Family!

On Sunday, August 22, we officially welcomed 34 
new members from Westminster Presbyterian 

Church as our church families have now become 
one. Three joined during our Zoom worship and the 
other 31 joined at the 11:00 am service. Please join 
in giving thanks to God for these wonderful saints of 
the Church who are now sharing their faith with us!

Renée Wilson, New Interim Director of  Youth Ministries

Meet the really wonderful person who is going to 
help us navigate the next few months as we kickoff 

an amazing year of youth ministry. Our new Interim 
Director of Youth Ministries is Renée 
Wilson. She will be working with us 
primarily remotely from Ohio handling 
the youth ministry organization, 
training, and communications that 
happen behind the scenes while we 
begin our search for a new Director 
of Youth Ministries. Renée will be 
doing some onsite visits as well to 
help us implement our youth ministry 
activities for the fall.

Renée will tell you the best advice 
she ever received as a volunteer in 

youth ministry was “prepare well and 
love ’em to Jesus.” Through her 15+ 
years of mentoring and ministering 
with children, youth, and young adults, Renée knows 
the value of building healthy teams and loves creating 
approaches around the vision of seeing more and more 

people come to know Christ. She is currently a consultant 
with Ministry Architects, a church consulting company 
that FUPC has worked with in the past. However. Renée 

is working directly for us in this new 
role.

Before devoting her days to full-
time ministry, Renée earned her 

B.S. in Psychology from The Ohio 
State University and her Masters in 
Education and Educational Specialist 
Degree in School Psychology from 
the University of Cincinnati. She has 
served churches in rural, urban, and 
suburban settings, currently calling 
the east side of Columbus, Ohio home. 
Renée loves college football, being an 
aunt, and can sing at least one song 
from pretty much any Broadway 
musical. Just ask her! Pastor Rob has 

had the pleasure to work with Renee on a few projects 
and she is going to be such a blessing to our transition 
and future.
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