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Joyful Faith

Philippians begins with greetings from Paul and Timothy 
to the folks in Philippi, and says, “I thank my God for every 

remembrance of you, always in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, praying with joy for your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now.” That is often the sentiment in my 
prayers, thanking God for you and praying with joy for our 
partnership in faith, our partnership in the gospel. This June 
and July, we will spend some time in Philippians and other 
scriptures, exploring what a ‘Joyful Faith’ can look like. One of my 
favorite scriptures is from the end of the letter to the Philippians, 
encouraging us and them, saying “whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  

This summer, I encourage you to do just that. I encourage you 
to focus on finding the joy in your faith. It does not always 

mean that things will be easy or that nothing bad happens, 
but rather standing solid in the love and promises of our God. 
Finding joy in our faith can look different for each of us, but God’s 
unconditional love for us remains the same. I look forward to this 
summer together, and I thank God for you in my prayers. May this 
summer together be one of joy-filled faith.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Alex

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

June Worship
We’ve Got 
Options!

Welcome New Members!
On Sunday, April 24, Anne and Chris 
Brown and their family joined our 
FUPC church family. Please introduce 
y o u r s e l f 
and give 
our new 
members a 
warm First 
U n i t e d 
welcome!

Sacrament of Baptism  
On Sunday, May 8, Marian Victoria 
Schramm received the Sacrament of 
Baptism. Marian is pictured with her 
p a r e n t s , 
E l izabeth 
a n d 
M atthew, 
and her 
brother. 
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Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

June 5, 12, 19, 26: Christian Hope
Through biblical and theological 
insights, this study explores the 
hope that is within us, the hope 
that does not disappoint us, and the 
hope we can rejoice in.

This class is hybrid, meeting in 
person and on Zoom. For details 
and to receive study materials, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. Log-on 
information for Zoom is updated 
each Friday in the eWeekly. 

During the Week

Men’s Bible Study  
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
618-213-7888 or nthalpwing@gmail.
com. 

Adult 
Discipleship

Happy 
100th Birthday

Gloria Edwards  

Life Groups
June 2: Book Club
In June, the Book Club will discuss Where Daffodils Bloom by Leya Delray. We 
will begin at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Please contact Joyce Dyer, Joycejdyer@att.
net, for the Zoom ID and passcode. The book selection for July is Postville: 
A Clash of Cultures in Heartland America by Stephen G. Bloom. Join us!

June 10: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet on Friday, June 10, at 6:30 pm in Eversull Hall for a potluck dinner 
and to share in great fellowship around the tables. All are welcome! Bring a main dish, a 
vegetable, salad, or fruit side; the crew will provide dessert and drinks. For more information 
or to reserve a spot, contact Jean and Andy Morgan, 618-257-1935.

FUPC Women’s Circles 
First United has three women’s groups who meet monthly with the purpose to nurture 
women’s faith through prayer and Bible study. During the summer, the circles meet for 
fellowship. If you would like to join one of the circles, contact a leader. 
•  Thursday, June 8, Lydia Circle, 10:00 am, out to lunch; Sharon Gaskill, 618-239-6121 
•  Tuesday, June 21, Lamplighters Circle, 11:00 am, out to lunch; Amy Brummitt, 618-235-
4226
•  Wednesday, June 22, Hannah Circle, 11:30 am, gather for lunch on the patio at FUPC or 
in Eversull Hall if it rains; Carol Purviance, 618-250-5688

June 17: Comedy Night 
On June 17, we will gather for laughter and jokes! Two professional 
comedians will share their best (clean) jokes with us, and it will be a 
great night of fun and fellowship! Join us in Eversull Hall at 7:00 pm. 
For the opening act, it will be a home team effort! We are looking for 
some of our younger folks to share their favorite joke or two. If you 
have a younger person who would like to participate, please contact 
Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. See you Friday, June 17, 
at 7:00 pm for a light-hearted, laughter-filled evening!

June 25: FUPC Families at the Zoo
On Saturday, June 25, gather your family and friends and meet 
up with FUPC families at the St. Louis Zoo! We will meet at the 
North Entrance at 9:00 am and enter as a group. We already have 
a reservation, so you don’t need to plan anything other than what 
to wear! After exploring in large and small groups throughout the 
morning, we will regroup at 11:30 am on Historic Hill in front of the 
Bird House for some snacks and fellowship provided by FUPC. If you 
have questions or want more info, contact Brandy Englert either by email, brandy.englert@
gmail.com, or text, 618.567.3356. If you want to come but aren’t sure you can make it right at 
9:00 am, reach out to Brandy to get a copy of the group reservation code. 

Adult Fellowship

Summer Events

Family News

Our Deepest Sympathy 
For Warren and Joyce Crader and Pauline Crader on the death of Phyllis Ann Crader, 
Warren’s mother and Pauliner’s sister-in-law, who died on April 29 in Belleville.

New Blessing
Frederik August Stratton-Hays was born on May 7, in Mission, Kansas. Freddy is the son of 
Melody and Warren Stratton-Hays and the grandson of Judy Stratton.



Caring Ministries

Cursillo Event

From the Deacons
•  Eleven deacons were present for the 
meeting on May 11, with five deacons 
joining via Zoom.
•  A revival of the Banana Ministry was 
discussed.  A decision to implement the program will be made at 
our next meeting based on data collected concerning available 
workforce and interest from long-term care facilities. 
•  The  process  to  reimburse  Transportation  Ministry  drivers  was 
finalized and will begin June 1. 
•  A  polishing  party  will  precede  the  meeting  on  June  8,  so  the 
communion dishes can receive a new shine!  
•  There were 282 contacts during the previous month: 58 calls, 174 
cards, 41 visits, and 9 emails/texts. 
•  Debbie Reeder sent 63 handmade cards.

 Our FUPC deacons continue to function as the hands and feet of 
Jesus.

Transportation Ministry – Providing  
Safe Rides to the Doctor
Seven drivers are available during the 
busy summer months to transport FUPC 
members to medical appointments in 

Cursillo:  Acts as a Booster Shot in your Relationship with Jesus 
Seeking an environment to recharge your spiritual batteries? Want 
some specific “how-tos” for tapping God’s power in your life?  Need 
a place to join with others who are doing their best to walk with the 
Lord in this challenging world?  If that’s you, consider signing up for 
a Cursillo weekend! 

This weekend is held amidst the beautiful and tranquil setting of 
Todd Hall near Columbia, Illinois. It is the perfect spot to reflect, to 
get reacquainted with yourself and most importantly to allow Jesus 
to be heard in your life. This is a laity-led ecumenical ministry for the 
spiritual development of Christian adults. About 160 people from 
FUPC have participated over the last forty years. 
 

the Metro-East and St. Louis areas. Please contact Brenda Doll,  
618-444-9660, to arrange a ride, at least one week before the 
appointment day.

June 22: Prayer Shawl Ministry (Chix with Stix)
The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry continues to 
meet on the fourth 
Wednesday of each 
month in Cornell 
Commons from 9:30 - 
11:00 am. Don’t forget 
that prayer shawls are 
available to comfort 
during challenging 
times, but they are also 
appropriate gifts for 
joyous events. Please 
see Satin to pick out 
a special gift to give 
thanks or to provide comfort.  Pastor Rob chose shawls to gift his 
host family in Thailand. FUPC prayer shawls can be found around 
the world. The next meeting will be June 22. For more information, 
please contact Mary Teague, 618-920-7589.

A three-day weekend event is planned for July 28-31 at 
Todd Hall. The weekend allows you to step away from 
your daily life to seek God, reflect, find direction, and gain 
a deeper understanding of your faith. Several current 
FUPC members have attended Cursillo-led weekends in the past 
and describe their experiences as “transforming” and “life changing.” 
The gift of spiritual renewal will bring new meaning to the hymn, “Be 
Still and Know that I Am God.”  

For more information, contact Roger Doll, 618-402-1822, or Brenda 
Doll, 618-444-9660, or bdoll1017@gmail.com. They are anxious to 
share their experiences with you. This opportunity will reacquaint 
you with your Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

Preschool News
•  Do  you  know  a  parent  who  is  working 
from home or a grandparent caring for 
grandchildren who might need a break 
during the week? Suggest our Preschool! 
There are classes for 3- and 4-year-olds. Check 
out the registration details on the Preschool’s 
website, www.firstunitedpreschool.org. 
•  Preschool  will  continue  in  session  through  the  middle 
of June to make up weeks missed last December and this 
January. Children and staff will be present from 9:00-2:00, 
Tuesdays through Fridays, until June 17. 
• Check out our Facebook page (Presbyterian Community 
Preschool of Belleville) to see photos of how the children 
are learning, playing, and growing!  

 Trustees at Work: An Update
•  Continue  to  remove  excess  brush  from  the  grounds 
during the spring months. 
•  Reviewed  the  elevator  contract  and  completed  all 
annual inspections.  
•  Internet router was updated.  
•  Gutter  repairs,  carpet  cleaning,  door  security,  and 
painting exterior areas will be a focus this month. 
•  New shades for the Chapel, resolving air conditioning 
needs in the Blue Room, and installing chair-height 
toilets in the restrooms by the Chapel are on the list for 
the coming months.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who help maintain our 
building and grounds!
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Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministries

Children’s Chapel
For children ages 3 through grade 5
Every Sunday during 11:00 am worship 
service
Children hear stories of God’s people 
and respond. 

Bible Discovery Class
Either Wednesday, June 8, 6:15-7:30 pm 
OR Sunday, June 12, 9:30-10:45 am 
This is a class for 
children who have 
finished grades K-5 and 
who have not received 
their own copy of The 
Children’s Illustrated 
Bible. Each child 
must be accompanied 
by at least one adult family member (a 
parent, guardian, or grandparent). Come 
discover together how to use this Bible 
to find many of the wonderful stories of 
God’s people. Contact Stephanie Foltz to 
reserve your places! 

Bible Presentation for K-5 Students 
Sunday, June 19, 11:00 am

PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club, grades 3-5) 
celebrated the last meeting of this school 
year by posing in the traditional location! 
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27 children in GFF & PYC gathered to hear 
the book What is God Like?
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Back to School Family Fun Night
Friday, August 12, 5:45 pm 
BYOE picnic followed by games 

Get Ready! Get Set! Worship!  
Either Sunday, August 14
OR Sunday, August 21
9:30-10:45 am
A time for parents/guardians and 
their children grades K-5 to explore 
worshipping at FUPC

Look for details in your email, mailbox, 
on Facebook, and in the eWeekly! 

Summer 2022 Happenings for Children & Their Families



Ways to Serve & Give

June 5: Pentecost Offering
Since the Pentecost offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have 
raised more than $16 million for ministries that benefit younger 
members of God’s family. We believe we are called to do even 
more - to support and care for young people as they build a strong 
foundation of faith.

Pentecost Sunday is June 5. On that date a special Pentecost 
offering will be taken. Forty percent of the donations will stay in our 
congregation for use in our youth programs. Special envelopes will be 
in the pew racks. You can also make a donation online.

Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program  
We are again answering the call to “feed 
the hungry” by providing nutritious 
lunches for children at risk of hunger in 
our community. For ten weeks, we will 
prepare and deliver 160 lunches every 
Friday to fourteen delivery sites located 
close to our public schools. 
•  Lunch  deliveries  begin  on  June 10 
and continue through August 12. 
•  Help  prepare  lunches  on  Thursday 
evenings from 6:00 - 7:00 pm beginning 
on Thursday, June 9. Please use the Royal Heights Road Chapel 
door if you plan to help. Once again, we’ll be working together in 
Eversull Hall. 
•  Grocery shoppers are needed to pick up lunchmeat, buns, and 
fresh fruit. 
•  Donations  of  money,  toothbrushes,  and  toothpaste  are  also 
helpful.  

Contact Nancy Kreeb, kreebnja@hotmail.com, Abby Smith,  
abbysmc5@gmail.com, or Tina Thornberry, tthornberry@bths201.
org if you have questions. 

June 18: Adopt-A-Highway 
Your Mission Committee is planning a trash 
pickup on Saturday,  June  18. Meet in the 
Royal Heights parking lot at 9:00 am to pick 
up trash along an approximate one-mile 
stretch of Highway 161, from Frank Scott 
Pkwy to 17th Street. All ages ten and older are 
welcome. Adult supervision is required for 
those under age 18. Trash bags, gloves, and water will be furnished, 
and good walking shoes are recommended. This is an excellent 
way for high school students to earn service hours. Contact Andy 
Morgan, 618-257-1935, or ajm6116@att.net to register.

September 18 - 24: Adult and Church-Wide Mission Trips
The Adult Mission 
Trip will again be to 
Mound Ridge Retreat 
Center in Cook 
Station, Missouri, near 
St. James. Mound 
Ridge is about a two-
hour drive from our 
church, close enough 
that you may come 
for a day if you don’t 
feel you can stay the whole time. We plan to carpool leaving Sunday 
afternoon and return the following Saturday. There will be no cost 
to you other than personal expenses for an evening’s outing. Project 
details will follow on a later date. On Saturday, September 24, we 
are planning a Church-Wide Mission Trip to Mound Ridge and will 
join the Adult Mission group to help with their projects. All skill 
levels are welcome! If you might be interested, please save these 
dates on your calendar and talk to Jim Nicholas, 618-980-4800, or 
Andy Morgan, 618-257-1935.

June 6-10: Quilters Sewing Retreat
The FUPC Quilters are hosting a sewing retreat in 
Eversull Hall the week of June 6-10, from 9:00 am 
- 3:00 pm. Since there is no planned project, it is 
a great way to complete an unfinished project. 
Everyone will be doing their own thing! There will 
be lots of experience and support available. Bring 
your own lunch. For more information, contact Sue 
Perez, randsperez@gmail.com.

Hospitality: Fun Coffee Fact
The drink dates to 800 AD. Legend has it that 9th 
century goat herders noticed the effect caffeine 
had on their goats, who appeared to “dance” after 
eating the fruit of the coffee plant. A local monk 
then made a drink with the produce and found 
that it kept him awake at night. Thus, the original 
cup of coffee was born!

For more fun facts, take the quiz on Sunday in 
Cornell Commons. Answers available by the signup 
sheet to host Coffee Hour. Also… sign up to host 
Coffee Hour while you’re there.
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Sabbatical Luncheon for Pastor Rob
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To send off Pastor Rob on his four-month Sabbatical, our FUPC 
church family gathered after services on Sunday, May 1 for a picnic 

lunch on the patio and in Eversull Hall. Hospitality Ministry provided 
wonderful food, and everyone provided the usual warm First United 
fellowship. It was a joyous occasion to wish Pastor Rob a well-deserved 
time to renew and refresh. 
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OUR STAFF
The Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Friday. 

Friday, June 17 
Comedy Night at FUPC 

7:00 pm

Saturday, June 25 
FUPC Families at the Zoo 

9:00 am

Welcome Potluck for New Members

P H O T O S  B Y  B R A N D Y  E N G L E R T

On Sunday evening, May 15, 
friends from First United 

gathered in Eversull Hall to 
welcome New Members and their 
families with a potluck meal and 
great fellowship. The children had 
a chance to get acquainted, too, 
over a coloring tablecloth. There 
was something for everyone! To all 
New Members, including those who 
were not able to attend, know that 
you have a special welcome in our 
FUPC church family. 


