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Living the New Life
8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, 
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:8-11

During Lent, we are helping each other consider a “soul reset” as we 
think about our values, our purposes, our directions, our habits, 

and our attitudes. The pandemic, social injustice, and world conflicts 
are taking a toll on us. We are tired of so many things. Some days it just 
feels like we have died with Christ under the weight of the world’s sin, 
but it may not feel like resurrection and that new life has begun. Some 
of us have been doing this Christian thing for many years. And with 
the passing of years, the “newness” of our faith may seem long gone. If 
our faith was meant to be a single experience and life change, then the 
fading of our new life would be certain. 

We believe, though, that we die and rise with Christ daily. Each day 
we have the chance to decide if this is a day that the Lord has made 

and if we will rejoice in it. Rejoice with all this division, strife, war, disease, 
hunger, homelessness, racism, and political rhetoric? Yes. We know this 
because we have always had these factors looming in the world. They 
may not have been on your doorstep, but the world has been producing 
enough division, strife, war, disease, hunger, homelessness, racism, and 
political rhetoric to weigh us all down every year. Do you remember the 
year when we didn’t have any of these things going on? Can you name 
a year when there wasn’t a corner of the world that was crushed by at 
least one of these? Of course not. 

So now we Christians at FUPC must decide if we believe that God’s 
promise of new life is true. We must decide if we believe in the hope 

of that new life enough to celebrate our God and become bearers of 
justice, mercy, and grace in the world. Is our faith so shallow that we 
will only celebrate when the burdens of the worlds are sufficiently far 
enough away from our front doors? 

On Easter, we will celebrate the opportunity to live the new life that 
Jesus invites us to live. We will not let the proximity of burdens be 

the measure of our faith. We are resetting our souls in Lent so that we 
can experience the truth of this world in all its complex imperfections. 
We are resetting our souls on the way to Easter because we want to be 
reminded of and fully receive the Good News that Jesus Christ is risen 
today! And today we will rise with Christ. And tomorrow we will rise with 
Christ. And we will not cease to die and rise with Christ because we are 
people with new lives to live!

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

April Worship
We’ve Got 
Options!



Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

Will You Come and Follow Me? An 
Adult Lenten Study on Hymns

April 3: When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross 
April 10: All Glory, Laud, and Honor
April 17: no class, Easter Sunday 
April 24: new study TBA

This class meets in person and on 
Zoom.  For details and to receive 
study materials, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.  
Log-on information for Zoom is 
updated in each Friday’s eWeekly. 

During the Week

Men’s Bible Study 
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 618- 
213-7888 or nthalpwing@gmail.com.

Women’s Circles  
There are three women’s groups who 
meet with the purpose to nurture 
women’s faith through prayer and 
Bible study. See Women’s Circles 
article at left for meeting times.

Adult 
Discipleship

Life Groups
April 7: Book Club
In April, the Book Club will discuss The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. We will 
begin at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Please contact Joyce Dyer, Joycejdyer@att.net, 
for the Zoom ID and passcode. The book selection for May is The Four Winds 
by Kristin Hannah. Join us!

April 8: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet on Friday, April 8, at 6:30 pm in Eversull Hall. Come with memories 
and stories about what makes you love spring and be ready for some hands-on activity. 
There will be plenty of time to enjoy dessert and share in great fellowship around the tables. 
Anyone who is game is encouraged to wear an “Easter Hat.” There will be prizes for the  
silliest and fanciest hats with the definitions loosely interpreted for Easter, silly, and fancy! 
For more information or to reserve a spot, contact Jean and Andy Morgan, 618-257-1935.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Sand Dollars are again having their Fish Fry Fridays during Lent. Please join us at one of 
the venues. Anyone interested, please contact our Skippers, Brenda and Joe Fedak, 618-233-
1213, or Jan and Dennis Nevois, 618-277-4383.

April 16: Easter Egg Hunt
The Sand Dollars will host an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 16, at 10:00 am at the 
church. (See p. 4 for details.) For more information, call Ellen and Bill Beebe, 618-398-5080, 
or Brenda Fedak, 618-558-7086.

April 26: Potlucks with a Purpose
The Potlucks with a Purpose life group will meet on Tuesday, April 26. We will meet to have 
fellowship and philanthropy together. Please bring any food you wish to eat for yourself. 
I understand the food restrictions have been removed, but just this first time, I would 
appreciate it if we only talked and donated, until we have had at least one meeting.

This group is open to any women in the church who are interested in meeting and doing 
some good for worthy causes. Come with ideas for where our money will best be used and 
plan for some table talk. Here’s the question: Who is the person who had the greatest effect 
(positive or negative) on you during your childhood? Give it some thought. I hope we’ll all 
see each other on Tuesday, April 26, in Eversull Hall. ~ In faith, Sheila Misselhorn

FUPC Women’s Circles 
First United has three women’s groups who meet monthly with the purpose to 
nurture women’s faith through prayer and Bible study. During April, all circles 
will meet hybrid, i.e., both in-person in the Vista Room and on Zoom. The Bible 
study is from Merryl Blair’s What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. If you would like to join one of the Circles, need 
more details, and/or to receive the Zoom log-on information, contact a leader. 
•  Tuesday, April 19, Lamplighters Circle, 1:00 pm; Amy Brummitt, 618-235-4226  
•  Wednesday,  April  20,  Hannah  Circle, 10:30 am; Carol Purviance, 618-250-5688    
•  Thursday, April 21, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm; Sharon Gaskill, 618-239-6121 (note date change 
due to Maundy Thursday)

Adult Fellowship

Family News

Our Deepest Sympathy
For the family of Nancy Cahoon who died on February 23 in 
O’Fallon. For Jackie and Dan Bainter and Mary Pollock on the death 
of their brother and brother-in-law, Jerry McDonald on February 
24 in Missouri. For Loren and Kathy Elliott and Joy, Colin, Conor, and 
Maggie Baltz on the death of Loren’s sister, Janet Garth, who died 
on March 1 in New Mexico. For the family and friends of Jackie Gray 

who died on March 2 in Belleville. For Dick Palmer and family on the 
death of his wife, Dee Palmer, who died on March 8 in Belleville. 
For Rev. Dr. Gary Looman, former FUPC pastor form 1991-2003, and 
Ann, Dave, Joy, and Drew Hunter on the death of Gary’s wife and 
Ann’s mother, Robin Looman, who died on March 15 in Missouri. 
For Betty Scherrer on the death of her sister, June Proffitt, who died 
on March 17 in Indiana.



Caring Ministries

COVID Update

From the Deacons
On March 9, FUPC Deacons gathered for a 
hybrid meeting in the Chapel. Sue Perez offered 
a touching devotion which included a sing-
along to the song, “Seasons of Love,” from the Broadway musical, 
Rent. The lyrics, addressing the fact that a year is made up of 525,600 
minutes, made a strong connection to her devotional message. A 
new program, Connecting Christian Hearts, was discussed; it will 
serve as a new version of the Red Hearts program. A moment of 
silent prayer was offered in honor of our Deacon friend, Dee Palmer. 
Special prayers were offered for our recuperating Deacons: Betty 
Scherrer, John Rushing and Virginia Hartzell. Sixteen Deacons and 
Pastor Alex attended the meeting. The Deacons made 203 total 
contacts during the previous month: 77 calls, 83 cards, 15 visits and 
28 texts/emails.

Based on recent CDC and health department guidance changes, 
masks are not required so long as the community level of 
COVID-19 is LOW in St. Clair County. The details of the other 
recommended prevention steps are described on the website and 
image included below.

In addition, all restrictions on food serving have been lifted. 
While we will undoubtedly want to maintain some of the good 
health practices that were followed, church activities may resume 
shared meals, refreshments, potlucks, etc. We look forward to the 
return of celebratory cakes and Sunday morning hospitality. We 
anticipate resuming Sunday morning hospitality in April.

While we are excited to see more of each other’s full faces, we 
understand that some may choose to wear masks for their own 
reasons. Masks may be worn by individuals at any time. People 
with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 should join us via our Zoom options for worship, meetings, 
and classes. We will continue to maintain those Zoom options.   

Transportation Ministry
The nine loyal drivers comprising the Transportation Ministry are 
ready to provide rides to medical appointments in the Metro-East 
area and St. Louis. Please contact Brenda Doll, 618-444-9660, at least 
a week before scheduled appointments to confirm driver availability.

As a reference, here is the link to the CDC’s Covid-19 County 
Check: https://tinyurl.com/2p9f4dbw

milestone in their spiritual life. If you think you or your 
spouse has been a member for at least 50 years or if you 
think you might have been overlooked in previous years, 
let us know! Please call the Church Office, 618-233-0295, to 
check the list for your name.

Scholarships Available 
The Christian Education Committee announces that 
scholarship applications are available in the Church Office 
or by emailing sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. The following 
scholarships will be awarded this summer for the 2022-
2023 academic year: the Presbyterian and Ray Angerer 
Scholarships to associate, bachelor, or graduate level 
students; the Paul Cornell scholarship to those pursuing a 
Christian vocation; and the Louise M. Erwin Scholarship to a 
graduate level student in a therapy-related discipline with a 
plan to work with children (Occupational Therapy, Physical 
Therapy and Speech Therapy). All completed applications 
are due no later than May 1.

April 16: Easter Egg Hunt
The Sand Dollars will host an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 16, at 10:00 am at the 
church. This event will be held outdoors rain or shine. In 
case of rain, there will be a drive-through Easter Egg give 
away. There will also be attendance prizes for every child 
along with special prizes for lucky winners. Children should 
bring their own baskets. There is no cost but donations are 
appreciated. You don’t have to be a member of the church 
to bring your family. For more information, call Ellen and 
Bill Beebe, 618-398-5080, or Brenda Fedak, 618-558-7086.

Calling All 50-Year Members!
On April 24, there will be a special time during the 11:00 
service to celebrate those who have been a member of 
First Presbyterian of Belleville, First Presbyterian of East St. 
Louis, or Westminster Presbyterian since 1972. Our church 
database is not always completely accurate, and we do 
not want to miss anyone who has reached this important 
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Come for the 
fellowship and fun!Prayer Shawl Ministry

April 27 at 10:00 am
Eversull Hall

Co-Leaders:
Betty McRoberts,  
618-235-3197
Mary Teague, 
618-235-0728



Wednesday evenings at FUPC are alive inside and outside with 
sounds of children in GFF and PYC. We love the warmer weather and 
daylight savings time! During March, we learned that Jesus said, “I 
am the Good Shepherd…the Light of the World…the Bread of Life.” 

Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministries

Sundays: Children In-Person 
Children of all ages are welcome in all services! After a special 
time with children by one of the pastors during the 11:00 
service, children ages 3 through grade 5 are invited to leave 
with the Worship Leader and Greeters to continue worshipping 
in Children’s Chapel. This is a special place and a time where 
children will hear stories of God’s people and respond. For more 
information, please contact Director of Christian Education, 
Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Wednesdays: Children In-Person or On Zoom
April 6 & 20: focus on Holy Week and Easter  
April 13: no meeting 
April 27: Year-end Celebration 

•In-Person, 5:45-7:30 pm   
Wednesdays in-person are for GFF (God’s Faithful Friends, age 4- 
grade 2) and PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club, grades 3-5). There are 
games, Bible stories, and response activities. Dinner is provided! 
For more information, contact Stephanie Foltz.
• On Zoom, 4:45-5:15 pm   
VYC is for GFF and PYC children who live elsewhere or who wish 
to participate from home. A Bible story and response activity are 
shared each week. To receive the Zoom link, email Stephanie Foltz. 

P H O T O S  B Y  J O Y  B A L T Z ,  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z ,  &  K A R E N  M I E A R 



Ways to Serve & Give

Introducing a New Program: Connecting Christian Hearts 
Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.

The Deacons are excited to roll out a new 
program on April 3 and April 10 called 
Connecting Christian Hearts. The Deacons 
have compiled a list of FUPC members who 
may still feel a bit isolated since the beginning of the pandemic. 
Some may be grieving the loss of a loved one or feeling a bit 
disconnected. Each member on the list has agreed to participate by 
connecting with another Christian heart.

At both services on April 3 and again on April 10, an Easter tree will 
be decorated with Easter ornaments and pastel hearts containing 
the names from our list who wish to participate in the new program. 
If you choose a heart from the tree, the expectations are that you will 
make two contacts per month with this FUPC member through 
December. A cheery note, an engaging phone conversation, an 
email containing a hilarious joke, or even mail containing special 
artwork created by a young family member can make the difference 
between a long, dreary day or a day made bright with a caring 
human contact.  Along with the pastel paper heart, you will also be 
given an information sheet containing your selected heart’s contact 
information (mailing address, phone number and email address). 
In turn you will be asked to record the name on the heart that 
was chosen along with your contact information. As you consider 
participating in this very rewarding program, please consider this 
quote: Never stop doing little things for others. Sometimes those little 
things occupy the biggest part of their hearts. ~ Max Lucado

March 27: Kindercottage Easter Collection 
Lydia Circle is coordinating the collection of 
items for Kindercottage, one of the ministries 
First United has supported for many years. 
Childcare staff have asked for help in filling 
Easter baskets for 60 children, ages 1-7. Needed are books (small in 
size & age appropriate), small stuffed animals or toys (small in size & 
age appropriate), and candy (must be individually wrapped). Please 
do not bring Easter baskets, grass, or plastic eggs. 

Starting Sunday, March 27, items can be left in the basket in the 
Sanctuary Narthex area. The last day to bring items will be Sunday, 

April 10. For more information, contact Susy Rybicki, 618-792-9458, 
or Linda Hangsleben, 618-407-5844.

Help Wanted! Director of the Community Interfaith Food Pantry
The current director of the Food Pantry, 
Michael Foppe, is resigning at the end 
of 2022, and a new director is needed to 
take his place. The Food Pantry provides 
a very important service in the Belleville 
community, so it is important to fill this 
position as soon as possible. The director is a volunteer position that 
requires at least 30 hours per week. If you might be interested, try it 
out once or twice while Michael is there to explain the position on 
site. For more information, contact Mission Committee Members, 
Laurie Brown, 618-234-1109, or Judy Stratton, 618-978-5485. 

Mobile Market: An Opportunity to Serve!
Thursday, April 21, 8:00 - 11:00 am
August Gate Church
1208 Royal Heights Road, Belleville
To volunteer, email Nancy Kreeb, kreebnja@hotmail.com,or call the 
church office, 618-233-0295

News from Trustees
The Trustees have arranged for required 
annual inspections and planned spring 
projects. Repairs were needed for the 
fire doors by the gym, the sewer pump, 
and the kitchen sink supply line. Roof 
leaks, the gym heater, and repairs to the 
toddler room toilet were also addressed. 
Plans were made to tidy up the wooded 
area by the creek and to spread grass seed on the site of 
the old compost pile. Bids were reviewed for Conference 
Room replacement windows. Thanks to all the volunteers 
who help keep our church in good shape!

Preschool Registration for 2022-2023
The Preschool is now enrolling 
students for the 2022-2023 
school year. Classes will be 
offered for 3- and 4-year-olds. 
Registration details are on 
the Preschool’s website,  
www.firstunitedpreschool.org. 
Families can call the Preschool, 
618-233-4809, and schedule a 
Meet and Greet with the teacher 
and visit the classrooms. To see photos, visit the Facebook 
page for the “Presbyterian Community Preschool.”A
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Barb Sutton: Until she was six years old, Barb lived in Pekin, Illinois, 
and was baptized at First Presbyterian Church there. Her family 

then moved to Springfield, Illinois, where she was confirmed at First 
Presbyterian Church in Springfield. She joined Westminster after she 
was married and moved to Belleville. Barb was commissioned as a Lay 
Pastor in 2000 and enjoyed serving in that capacity for several years. 

Barb enjoys reading, sewing, and gardening. She has two grown children – 
one daughter and one son, along with seven grandchildren.

Janet and Roger Thomas: Janet was baptized and confirmed at 
Hopewell Presbyterian Church in Jeffersontown, Kentucky. She 

raised her two children there, where she served as a deacon and 
a Sunday School superintendent; she was also a member of the 
choir. Janet loves to read and enjoys knitting, crocheting, and many 
arts and craft activities. Her son lives in Louisville, Kentucky; her 
daughter passed away two years ago. Between their children, Janet 
and Roger have eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Roger was baptized at age 14 and confirmed in the Summit Avenue Baptist 
Church, Decatur, Illinois. He remembers the church had just finished 
construction on a new building. The baptismal did not have a heater, and 
the water was ice cold! But he also remembers that his baptismal experience 
was so significant that he wasn’t bothered by the cold water at all. He also 
remembers quite fondly how this same church would serve communion 
on Saturday evenings, in a darkened sanctuary which provided a quiet, 
reflective setting. He was a deacon in the Baptist church, and both a deacon 
and elder at Westminster. Roger is a licensed Southern Baptist minister. 

He has one daughter, who resides in Troy, Missouri. With their blended 
family, Roger and Janet have eight grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Archery is a favorite hobby of Roger’s; he led an archery 
ministry at Westminster for nine years. He also enjoys teaching archery and 
wood working. 

Caroline Wayne: Caroline was baptized and confirmed at First 
Presbyterian Church in Decatur, Illinois, when she was ten years old. She 

lived in Decatur most of her life but moved to O’Fallon to be near her family 
and to help with babysitting – her grandson is now in college. Caroline has 
one son, two daughters, and seven grandchildren. Before her retirement in 
2004, she worked in Civil Service as a social worker. She enjoys reading and 
taking care of her two dogs.

Janet and Roger Thomas

Caroline Wayne

Barb Sutton

About Our New Members

Fifth in a series of Introductions of New Members from Westminster Presbyterian Church.



Senior Pastor / Head of Staff 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Associate Pastor 
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

The Rev. Alexandra K. Lysdahl

Director of Christian Education 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Interim Director of Youth Ministries 
youth@firstunitedpres.org

Renée Wilson

Director of Music 
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Pianist/Accompanist
Diana Umali

Worship Music Leader
Mat Conway

Office Staff 
office@firstunitedpres.org 

Satin Samuels

Art Director 
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

The Steeple 
Articles and Suggestions 

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF
The Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Friday. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

April 10 – Palm Sunday
In-Person Worship 8:00 & 11:00 am 

Zoom Worship 10:00 am 
Children’s Chapel 11:00 am

April 14 – Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pm 

First United Presbyterian, Collinsville

April 15 – Good Friday
7:00 pm 

First United Presbyterian, Belleville

Saturday, April 16 – Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am 

First United Presbyterian, Belleville 
Rain (Drive thru) or Shine (Outdoors)

April 17 - Easter Sunday
In-Person Worship 8:00 & 11:00 am 

Zoom Worship 10:00 am 
Children’s Chapel 11:00 am

Cursillo Events

Cursillo: A “Boost” in your Relationship with Jesus  

Seeking an environment to recharge your spiritual 
batteries? Want specific how-tos tor tapping God’s 

power into your life? Need a place to join others who 
are attempting to walk with the Lord in this challenging 
world? If so, consider signing up for a Cursillo weekend!

A three-day weekend event is planned for July 28-
31, amidst the beautiful, tranquil setting of Todd 

Hall near Columbia, Illinois. It is the perfect spot to 
reflect, to become reacquainted with yourself, and 
most importantly to allow Jesus to be heard in your 
life. The time allows you to step away from daily life 
to seek God, reflect, find direction, and gain a deeper 
understanding of your faith. 

This is a laity-led ecumenical ministry for the spiritual 
development of Christian adults. About 160 people 

from FUPC have participated over the last forty years. 
Several current members have attended Cursillo-
led weekends and describe their experiences as 
“transforming” and ”life changing.” The gift of spiritual 
renewal will bring new meaning to the hymn, “Be Still 

and Know That I Am God.” For more 
information, contact Roger Doll, 
618-402-1822, or Brenda Doll, 618-
444-9660, or bdoll1017@gmail.com.

History Made in the Vista Room

On March 5, Cursillo history was made in the FUPC 
Vista Room. The first hybrid Ultreya in our area 

attracted nineteen in person and eighteen on Zoom. 
Some Zoom participants came from as far away 
as Washington and North Carolina. An Ultreya is 
considered a Fourth Day event to celebrate and restore 
the commitment from participation in a three-day 
Cursillo weekend. Cursillistas celebrate and support 
each other in their continual commitment to a closer 
walk with God through piety, study, and action. 
The program at FUPC included lots of singing and a 
compelling witness by Dick Corbett, who explained 
how his participation in Cursillo and now Fourth Day 
events have enriched his spiritual mindset and given 
him a positive outlook during many challenges in his 
long life. Jackie Bainter planned the event, and Roger 
Doll provided the technology expertise.


