
January 8:  Annual Reports Due
Annual Reports from all session committees, deacons, trustees,

life groups, and Stephen Ministry are due electronically by
Sunday, January 8, to Jami Olsen, Administrative Assistant.

Christmas Presence
This year, Christmas is going to feel different. We have had two years of Christmas where the pandemic has had a major
influence. The effects of the pandemic are now not immediate, but there are ripples from it. We still have some people who are
feeling vulnerable and scared. Many of us have the feeling that our connections with other people have diminished a bit. We have
all gone through a traumatic worldwide event, and we are still healing. We need a good Christmas every year, but it feels like we
could use it a bit more this year.

As we enter the anticipation of Christmas, it is important to think about the Christmas presence we will bring to others. That isn’t
a typo. This year, we need to think about how we can be more present and engaged with other people. We need this for our own
mental and spiritual health. Other people need to know that you care and are there for them. As disciples of the one whom we
celebrate through Christmas, we have heard the story of the one who was also called Emmanuel, meaning “God with us.” When we
feel God’s presence, our lives are lighter, more joyful, and more hopeful. When we lose that feeling of God’s presence, life feels
heavier, sad, and hopeless. And so, we know the best ingredient for a great Christmas. We need to be present for other people just
as God has been present for us in our lives. The presents you buy will be great surprises for others, but the presence you bring as a
person of faith, hope, and love will be the real gift that will feed others and yourself. 

Resist the urge to pull back from the world. Look for opportunities to be a loving, forgiving, caring presence in the lives of others.
Seek out ways to spend devoted time in God’s presence. Put yourself in the company of others so they can be a loving, forgiving,
and caring presence in your life. If you are looking for a good suggestion on where you can do this and experience this, I know a
place that is really active on Sunday mornings. That same place has many opportunities outlined in this newsletter. Through the
Church and in your life, God is with you. We look forward to your presence and being present for you.
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in Christ,
Pastor Rob

Annual Congregational Meeting

On Sunday, December 18,
there will be a congregational meeting

after the 10:30 am worship service,
to approve the terms of call for the pastors

and to elect church officers for 2023.

January Congregational Meeting
Annual Reports and the budget will be presented. 

Meeting date TBD

Per Capita 
2022 Per Capita

$32.00
2023 Per Capita

$35.00

We are a Christian church that glorifies God through meaningful worship, active discipleship, faithful service, and nurturing fellowship.



Christmas Eve Christmas Day New Year's Day

Saturday, December 24
 
 

4:00 pm
In-Person

 
 

7:00 pm
Hybrid

(In-Person & Zoom)

Sunday, December 25
 
 

10:30 am
Hybrid

(In-Person & Zoom)
 

one service only

Sunday, December 25
 
 

10:30 am
Hybrid

(In-Person & Zoom)
 

one service only

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s perfect gift to us, with generous
support of church leaders among us – past, present and future, who have pointed us to
God. We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers and their families
who have faithfully guided and led us but who now find themselves in critical financial need.
During the month of December, special Christmas Joy Offering envelopes will be in the pew
racks. Please consider making an offering to this worthy cause.

Christmas Joy Offering

In the Spirit of Christmas

We are helping our
Needs Among Us
community families
with gifts for
Christmas. We hope
you will want to be
part of this blessing!
Sign-up using the link
on our church
homepage. Gifts are
due back unwrapped
but labeled with the
family numbers by
Sunday, December 11. 

The Cap and Mitten
Trees outside the
Chapel and the
Sanctuary will remain
up through Sunday,
December 11.
Please join Lydia Circle
in this mission! The
warm items will be
delivered to Uni-Pres
Kindercottage in East
St. Louis.Thank you for
adding to the blessings
of their Christmas!

Christmas Services



 Fellowship & Discipleship Adult

First United’s two women’s
groups meet with the purpose

of nurturing faith through
prayer and Bible study. The

circles meet hybrid, i.e., both in
person and on Zoom. This

year’s Bible study is Celebrating
Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of

Rest and Delight.
 If you would like to join one of
the circles, need more details,
and/or to receive the Zoom

log-on information,
contact a leader.
Info is below! 

December 15 + 20:
FUPC Women’s Circles December 9: Merry Mates 

Ever since angels lit the Bethlehem sky and sent
amazed shepherds to meet the baby, people whose
lives have been touched by Jesus have been telling
others the story. Go Tell demonstrates to us a
practice of sharing a gift in love. The stories for this
unit are grounded in the prophecy and events
surrounding the birth of Jesus. God’s people can, and
should, share this good news every chance we get.
Go Tell is, simply put, evangelism. Jesus teaches and
preaches and gives the imperative to do the same.

Thoughtful Christian Gathering

December 4, 11, and 18 @ 9:15 am

(No class: December 25, January 1)

December 15
Lydia Circle, 6:00 pm

Jan Jensen
262-894-6580

December 20
Lamplighters Circle, 1:00 pm

Amy Brummitt
618-235-4226

Merry Mates will meet at 6:00
pm in Eversull Hall for a

Christmas party and to share
in great fellowship around the
tables. Everyone is asked to

bring an hors d’oeuvre
(appetizer) to share; dessert

will be provided.
 

Amy Brummitt will lead some
fun games. All are welcome!

For more information, contact
Jean and Andy Morgan,

618-257-1935.  

During the Week
Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets hybrid every
Wednesday morning at 8:30 am, both in person in the

Vista Room and on Zoom. Contact Danny Halel,
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 618-213-7888.

December 1: Book Club

Sunday Mornings

This class is hybrid, meeting in person
and on Zoom. For details and to receive
study materials, contact Stephanie Foltz,

sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 
 

Log-on information for Zoom is 
updated each Friday in the eWeekly. 

For Janice Hoenig and family on the death of her brother, Warren
Koehler, who died on October 21 in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
For Jan Nevois; Angie, Chris, and Winnie Sheridan; Kay and Jeff
Schanuel; Jim and Meg Friedewald; and Dee McCarty on the
death of Dennis Nevois who died on November 7 in Belleville.
For Cathy, Andy, James, and Eli Jensen on the death of Cathy’s
grandmother, Shirley Ann Goodspeed, on November 18
in Peoria, Illinois.

Family News: Our Deepest Sympathy

In December, the Book Club
will discuss Bookman’s Tale

by Charlie Lovett.
We will begin at 6:30 pm 

via Zoom.
 

Please contact Joyce Dyer,
Joycejdyer@att.net,

for the Zoom ID
and passcode.

 

The book selection
for January is

The Island of Sea Women by
Lisa See. Please join us!

Women’s Circles
There are two women’s groups who meet
with the purpose to nurture women’s faith

through prayer and Bible study.

mailto:nthalpwing@gmail.com
mailto:sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org
mailto:Joycejdyer@att.net


The last of the five 2022
Confirmation students
was confirmed on
November 13. The
student received a
certificate, a gift, and a
quilt from the FUPC
Quilters. Kevin Meder
served as his mentor.

Confirmation
Sunday #3

On Sunday, November 20, Helen Smith
joined our FUPC church family at the

8:00 am service. At the 10:30 am service,
Annette Eckert and Bill Enyart became

members of First United. Please
introduce yourself and give

our new friends a warm
FUPC welcome!

Photo Credit: Linda Hangsleben 

In October we
celebrated Pastor
Appreciation
Month and, while
we appreciate our
amazing pastors
every day, on
October 30 we did
it with cake!

Pastor
Appreciation
Sunday

Photo Credit: Sue Perez

On Sunday, November 13, Stephanie Foltz
was the lucky winner of the beautiful quilt
the FUPC Quilters made to benefit the
Professional Church Vocations Fund
Scholarship. The quilt was also a surprise
birthday gift for Stephanie that day! A big
thank you to all those who supported the
Quilt Raffle by buying raffle tickets; $1,030
was raised for the scholarship.

Thank you First United church
family for your generous
donations of snacks and paper
supplies this month for the
Interfaith Community Food
Pantry! Donations filled one
SUV with no room to spare!

Give-A-Meal-A-MonthQuilt Raffle From the Deacons
During the previous month, the FUPC Deacons
made 34 phone calls, sent 131 cards, made 41 visits,
and sent 30 emails/texts for a total of 254 contacts.
Eighteen deacons attended the November meeting,
and the majority of the time was spent creating
treats for Harvest Gift Bags that will be distributed
to each member on the Deacon Care List.

Caring Ministries

Photo Credit:Martha Dexheimer 

It's been 10 years!
November 11, 2012
was Pastor Rob's
first Sunday at
FUPC Belleville!

Celebrations
Pastor Rob's
Anniversary

Welcome New Members

Photo Credit:

Stephanie Foltz

Photo Credit: Martha Dexheimer 

Photo Credit: Laurie Brown

Prayer Shawl Knitters
Prayer Shawl Knitters will

not meet in December.
Enjoy the holidays!

Drivers Still Needed More Than Ever!
The Transportation Team has nine, compassionate drivers who provide rides to medical
appointments scheduled in the Metro-East and St. Louis areas. The team needs drivers who feel
comfortable driving to St. Louis area locations. A government-set mileage stipend is available for
reimbursement. If you are available once or twice a month to help some of our church members in
this way, please contact Brenda Doll, bdoll1017@gmail.com or 618-444-9660.

Photo Credit: Stephanie Foltz



“Love the Lord your God” was spelled out by GFF
(grades K-2) as they reviewed the greatest
commandment. (Look up Deuteronomy 6:4-9!)
They also made stick puppets. One side depicted
the Hebrews listening to Moses as he told them
the greatest commandment. On the other side, the
children colored the figures to look like
themselves, remembering that they, just like the
Hebrew people, are to listen as their leaders
remind them to love God with all their heart, their
soul, and their might. 

PYC enjoyed a beautiful November
evening, playing outside before dinner.
The students (grade 3-5) were taking

advantage of the warm weather and the
daylight before Daylight Savings

Time ended. 

Youth Christmas Party

6 - 12 Grade

December 14

 Children & Youth
Children on Wednesdays

All children are welcome in
worship at FUPC!
During the 11:00 am service,
there are also two special 
places for children.

Childcare During Worship 
for birth through age 3
Two caring volunteers are in the
Toddler Room, ready to welcome
children ages 3 and younger. The
volunteers are members of FUPC
and have all been trained and
background checked. 

Children’s Chapel 
for ages 3 through grade 3
After a special time with the pastors, children
are invited to leave with a Worship Leader
and Greeters to continue worshipping in
Children’s Chapel. This is a special place
where children will hear stories of God’s
people and respond. For more information,
please contact Stephanie Foltz.

December 7 & 14
On these Wednesdays, children will
gather for dinner and games. Lessons
will be about the Christmas story and
how they can share the Good News of
Jesus with their family and friends.

December 21, 28, January 4
No programs these weeks. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Wednesday programs
will resume on January 11.

Wednesday Nights for
Grades K-5 (5:45-7:30 pm)

Children and 
Worship at FUPC

The last couple of months the youth
ministry has been talking about worship. We

finished it off with a Friendsgiving party.
There was Beast BBQ

and games galore.
This next month we will be talking

about the birth of Jesus and how we can
celebrate Christmas year round. We will top

that off with a Christmas party where we
will have gifts and more games!

the Youth for



In November, Coffee Hour was hosted by Veterans
and Member Connections. The Hospitality Ministry is
very grateful. Again, it is just one easy way to make
Sundays a little more special, an opportunity to
showcase various ministries in the church, or just to
have fun with family or a group of friends. There are
Sundays open in December. Please consider hosting.
See you Sunday! 

We need warm hearts to come out to August Gate Church
on Thursday, December 15, at 8:30 am – noon to fill
people’s cars with food from the St. Louis Area Foodbank.
Contact Laurie Brown, laurie0811@att.net, or Judy Stratton,
judy55stratton@gmail.com. 

Anyone is eligible to receive food at the Market, so don’t
hesitate to get in line about 10:00 am to pick up groceries.

December 15: Mobile Market

Gardeners needed to care for our church gardens.
To volunteer, call the Church Office or 
Pat Hargrove, 618-239-6425

Westminster Communion table, carved cross, quilts, and
other items will be moved to First United.

New skillets were purchased for the kitchen.

Boiler and electric heaters have been turned on.

New batteries have been installed in exit signs.

Chapel elevator was inspected on November 16;
technician will check the elevator function.

Prioritizing inside and outside projects with estimated costs.

God's Grove: two dead trees cleared along with more
overgrowth; mulch will be placed by the benches.

Exterior painting projects are in progress - doors and porticos.

Patio furniture stored for the season.

Announcements
the Trustees

from
Hospitality

from

MEAL
GIVE a

a MONTH
Items for December will be pet food
for the Community Interfaith Food
Pantry. Many clients have pets and
need help with food for them. If you
can help, pease bring a small bag of
dog or cat food on Sunday, December
11, and we will deliver it to the CIFP.
Canned or dry food will be accepted. 

Thank you so much for the donated
snack items and paper products for
Cosgrove’s Kitchen in November! 

~ Mission Committee    www.firstunitedpres.org/forms/
wednesday-night-meal-sign-up 

https://www.firstunitedpres.org/forms/wednesday-night-meal-sign-up
https://www.firstunitedpres.org/forms/wednesday-night-meal-sign-up


Veterans’ Day 
Pancake Breakfast

Honoring Our Veterans
On behalf of your Veteran’s Life Group, thank you to our church family for your incredible support of the
Community Pancake breakfast on Saturday, November 5, and our Veterans’ Day Celebration on Sunday,
November 6. It was also a privilege to present Quilts of Honor to veterans, Bill Enyart and Richard Ireland. All
donations from the breakfast will support local veterans, and our community and national veteran
organizations. Finally, a special thank you to all our veteran families who supported and worked that weekend
making it our most successful event! ~ Blessings, Ken Stange & Shawn Lankford

Always celebrate with cake!

Strong interest in our 
displays and uniforms

Air Force SMSGT Uniform
Larry Shomaker

BDU – 2 Star General, Battle
Dress Uniform - Bill Enyart Military Memorabilia Table

MREs - Meals Ready to Eat Four Quilts of Honor for
Church Veterans - Thank
you Susy Rybicki

Quilt presented to Bill Enyart
and wife, Annette Eckert

Quilt presented to Richard
Ireland and wife, Karen

Photo Credit: Ken Stange, Mary Stange

On Saturday, November
5, the FUPC veterans
hosted their Annual
Community Pancake
Breakfast in Eversull Hall
where the five service
flags were displayed. The
attendance was great with
a nice turnout from the
local community, too.
Delicious pancakes,
biscuits ‘n gravy, eggs,
bacon, and sausage were
ready for all who came.
Thank you, Veterans!  

Photo Credit: Ken Stange
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office open
Monday-Fridays

8:00 am-1:00 pm

Dr. Andy Jensen, Director of Music
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Mat Conway , Worship Music Leader
mconway@firstunitedpres.org

Diana Umali, Pianist / Accompanist
dumali@firstunitedpres.org

Jami Olsen, Administrative Assistant
office@firstunitedpres.org

Rev. Rob Dyer, Senior Pastor 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org

Rev. Alex Lysdahl, Associate Pastor
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Ed. 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Wyatt Lenhart, Director of Youth
Ministries + Digital Media
wlenhart@firstunitedpres.org

Sunday  Worship
8:00 am Chapel 

10:30 am Sanctuary + Zoom 

Wednesday  Gatherings
5:15 pm United Bells

5:45 pm Children & Youth
6:30 pm  Chancel Choir

Staff Leaders

Let's Connect!

Stewardship
from

The Alpha and Omega of Belonging
Belong, a simple concept, is what enables us to be free to explore our talents and our calling. Belonging
frees us from isolation and barriers of insecurity. It strengthens our capacity to face uncertainties and
the travails of the world that surround and, at times, challenge us. However, even more important than
simply belonging is: To what do you belong? As you ponder the “what” you will be reminded the real
question is: To Whom do you belong?

In a letter sent to the congregation, Shawn Lankford, our Stewardship Elder, used the analogy often
found in the Bible, regarding the toil, care and effort necessary to bring a crop to harvest. In the last
Steeple, Pastor Rob made a clear distinction between having a subscription and the comfort, joy, and
fellowship which comes from belonging.

Last month we celebrated Thanksgiving and had the opportunity to express our gratitude for the
blessings received. This month we have the opportunity to express the depth of our gratitude when we
celebrate the birth of a child who was and is the Word, the Truth and the Light. This gift was and is one
without comparison and in many respects beyond our full grasp and understanding from a God whose
love and grace provide us the opportunity through Christ to belong to God. As we celebrate Christmas
and the year draws to a close, may we find new ways to respond with lifestyles of gratitude and our
devotion to act together as the hands and feet of God’s community here on earth.


