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10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 
accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Our online worship isn’t just 
watching a video on your computer. It 
is interactive and community building 
with a chat area and video conference 
setup that lets us participate in 
worship. We have coffee hour time 
before and after the service where we 
will chat, wave, and visit online. Here 
are the instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153
If this is your first time using Zoom, 

there may be a prompt for a few 
setup steps.

OR
Join with just audio by dialing this 

number on any phone:  
(312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153
If you have any problems, please 

contact the office during the week.

Do you ever feel like people don’t get you 
or simply make bad assumptions about 
you? When dealing with other people, it is 
tempting to simplify them. Other people 
do it to us. We do it to other people. In 
some ways, we have to do this. We never 
know the full story, but every person is a 
real person… just as complex and different 
as you are. When 
we simplify people, 
we often use one 
of two techniques. 
First, we think 
that people are 
like us. So, when 
they behave in a 
different way, we 
think to ourselves, 
“What would I have 
to be thinking to 
do that?” And then 
we assume that is 
what’s going on in 
the other person’s 
head. We love the 
phrase, “I would 
never do that to them!”  The real story is that 
they are not like you. They are unique. They 
had a different day, week, month, and year 
than you did. The pandemic is stressing 
them in different ways. The election stressed 
them in a different way. The cold weather 
affects them in a different way. They have a 
different set of people in their lives creating 
different experiences. The list goes on. So, 
the first step in dealing with real people is to 
remember that they are not you.

The second kind of simplification is that 
we reduce people to characters. We may 
feel we can describe someone fully with 
a set of adjectives or attributes. We think 
that gender, race, political attitude, wealth, 
and occupation may create a sufficient 
summary when describing someone to 

another. Sometimes we have hot-button 
aspects that cause us to categorize and to 
stop digging deeper. Once we find out who 
you voted for in the last election, we know 
everything we need to know…. Case closed. 
However, people are more than the few 
things you pay attention to. A real person is 
an amazing, complex collection of genetics, 

e n v i r o n m e n t s , 
e x p e r i e n c e s , 
c e l e b r a t i o n s , 
traumas, and more!

During the current  
pandemic and cold 
weather season, 
many folks within 
our church are 
struggling to cope. 
As we lean into our 
Needs Among Us 
program, we are 
trying to address 
the pastoral care 
requests coming 
forward. It is time to 

acknowledge this and bring this into our 
worship as well. For Lent, we tossed our 
original plans and changed our theme to 
Real People. We want to be a church where 
the “real you” is honored, appreciated, 
heard, and cared for. In addition, we 
want to see the full real people examples 
in the Bible. They too can be reduced to 
simplified characters, but they were also 
real people who had joys and struggles. 
Making their stories real will help us find 
inspiration for our struggles and our care 
of one another. Come join us for worship 
during Lent! Come experience God’s Word 
and God’s people in ways that see and 
receive you fully.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

Real People

First United Presbyterian Church
1303 Royal Heights Road • Belleville, IL 62223

618.233.0295 • www.firstunitedpres.org

We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org
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Announcements

Honest Conversation on Race 
Elder Kristen Link leads this weekly honest and 
respectful conversation using So You Want to Talk 
about Race by Ijeoma Oluo. The Monday evening 
sessions from 7:30-8:30 pm continue on March 1, 8, 
and 15. The Zoom link is available on the FUPC website 
and emailed each week in the eWeekly. 

As of now, our region is in Phase 4. Officially the state only makes 
recommendations for religious organizations and does not have 
hard-set requirements. We can claim religious exemption and hold 
gatherings with no masks, no distancing, etc. Rather than claim 
such exemptions, the Session has tried to discern the path forward 
that considers the best options for the health of the community. 
The Session has chosen to follow the recommendations and seek 
comparable guidance given to other similar gatherings. According 
to the IDPH guidelines, the Phase 4 Guidelines say, “The safest 
practices for religious organizations at this time are to provide 
services online, in a drive-in format, or outdoors (and consistent 
with social- distancing requirements and guidance regarding 
wearing face coverings), and to limit indoor services to 10 people.” 
When looking at other large indoor recreation or theater situations, 
the capacity limits for them are clearly set at “the lesser of 50 people 

New Blessing
Baker Wayne Cox was born on February 3, in Decatur, Illinois. Baker is the son of 
Sara and Doug Cox and the brother of Levi (5) and Cooper (2), the grandson of 
Gigi and Roger Cox, and the great grandson of June Cox.

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Sue and Dennis Bechtold, Kyle, Kari, Addy, Lilly, and Avery Bechtold on the 
death of Sue’s mother, Mary Lambert, who died on Friday, February 5, in Shiloh. 
For Bill Johnson, Tom and Inez Bridges, Paula Bridges, and family on the death of 
Bill’s wife, Terri Bridges Johnson, who died on February 21, in Belleville.

Family News

OR 50% of venue seating.” We 
will keep the congregation 
informed as we receive 
further guidance from health 
officials. We are hopeful that 
continued vaccinations, 
warmer weather, and reduced 
area infection rates wil l 
provide opportunities for us 
to gather in-person safely. We 
all miss being together. In the meantime, please be sure to reach out 
if you need help (physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual) and know 
that your church family is here for you. Worship, serving, learning, 
and caring in our church continue. We are just finding new ways to 
do our part to help our region recover. ~ Pastor Rob

Caring Ministries Scholarship Applications

Calling All 50-Year Members

The Joy of Cake!
M e m b e r  Co n n e c t i o n s 
decided to remind our 
most recent new members 
of the connection made the 
day they joined First United 
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h . 
Thanks to a dedicated committee member, bundt 
cakes and letters of encouragement were hand 
delivered to the Bowen Family, Lynn Crawley, Jan and 
Ron Meyer, Judy Stratton, and the Thornberry Family. 
Never fear, we will celebrate on the first Sunday we can 
all worship together, in person, with cake!

From the Deacons
The Deacons continue to care for our congregation 
by making phone calls and sending emails and cards, 
Due to COVID restrictions, the Deacons regret that we 
cannot provide in-person contact or the Transportation 
Ministry. In January, the Deacons made 126 calls, sent 
311 cards and 48 emails for a total of 485 contacts.  

Looking to the future when our church can be 
open again, the Deacons are inviting anyone in 
our church community to join the Transportation 
Ministry and be a part of such a needed ministry. 
For more information, please call Brenda Doll, 
444-9660, or email at bdoll1017@gmail.com.  
~ Thank you. Marsha Head, Deacon Moderator

The Scholarship Committee of Christian Education announces that scholarship 
applications for the 2021-2022 academic year will be available beginning April 1. 
All completed applications are due no later than May 1. The following scholarships 
will be awarded: the Presbyterian and Ray A. Angerer Scholarships to associate, 
bachelor, or graduate level students; the Paul Cornell Scholarship to those 
pursuing a Christian vocation; and the Louise M. Erwin Scholarship to a graduate 
level student in a therapy-related discipline with a plan to work with children 
(Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Speech Therapy. Applications will 
be accessible in future editions of the eWeekly or email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. 

Have you been recognized as a 50-Year Member of First United Presbyterian 
Church? If you joined either First Presbyterian of Belleville or First Presbyterian 
of East St. Louis in 1971, then we want to celebrate this important milestone in 
your spiritual life. A special recognition is planned for Sunday, April 18, during the 
Zoom worship service. Help us make sure no one is missed. Please call the Church 
Office, 233-0295, to check the list for your name.

COVID-19 Update

Sunday, March 14
Set your clocks ahead  
one hour!
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Book Study

ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 

9:15 am

March Lenten Study: Qualities of 
Discipleship 

This study explores various 
discipleship traits: taking time to 
learn from Jesus, having humility, 
working together, and persevering. 
Each session will challenge adults to 
look for ways these qualities can be 
included and strengthened in their 
own faith journeys.

Zoom log-on information will 
be updated each Friday in the 
eWeekly. To receive study materials, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. 

Adulting, 9:45 am

For Zoom log-on info, contact Joy Baltz, 
joybaltz@gmail.com, or Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

During the Week

Hope in the Word with the Pastors

Our pastors offer online times for prayer, 
Bible reading, and connecting with 
others.

•  Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

•  Thursdays, 4:00 pm, Pastor Alex

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113

 Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
March 6: Sand Dollars
The Sand Dollars will continue their monthly meetings via Zoom on Saturday, March 6, at 
7:00 pm. Anyone interested in joining us, please contact our Skippers, Brenda and Joe Fedak, 
233-1213, or Jan and Dennis Nevois, 277-4383.
 
March 12: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, March 12, at 7:00 pm. Contact Carol Purviance, 
250-5688, to join in this time of fellowship. All are welcome! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is active! We have shawls available for comfort and support.  Call 
Betty McRoberts, 235-3197, if you need a shawl. 

New Life Group: Ladies at the Table
Good news is abundant at FUPC despite the pandemic! A new Life Group has formed over 
the last year and a half! There was a need for women, young(ish) and new(ish) to our church, 
who were not already plugged in. Prior to the pandemic, some of these women got together 
and decided on the name, Ladies at the Table. A few in-person gatherings at local restaurants 
happened prior to March 2020. Two of the women first connected with the church in the 
winter, attending the yoga outreach and the Center for Racial Harmony event. Since the 
pandemic, the group has grown and meets via Zoom for fellowship, encouragement, and 
prayer. Amy Shreve is the contact person and also sets up Zoom meetings (thank you, Amy!). 
If you’re interested, email Amy, amy_shreve@yahoo.com. Praise God for new relationships 
and connections during this time! ~ Pastor Alex

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom 
Three women’s groups will meet in March via Zoom with the purpose to nurture women’s 
faith through prayer and Bible study. There are two different studies, and all women are 
invited to participate in one or both. More details about the studies and log-on information 
can be obtained by contacting the leaders.
• March 11, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament, Lesson 7; contact Linda Hangsleben, 407-5844
• March 16, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments, Lesson 6; contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226
• March 17, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, Lesson 7; contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688

The Black Tax: The Cost of Being Black in America
Thursday, March 4, and Thursday, April 8
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy invites you to two 
special events with author Shawn Rochester to discuss 
his book, The Black Tax: The Cost of Being Black in America. 
Rochester, a former corporate development and global 
strategy executive, quantifies the fiscal impact of the 
detrimental tax Black Americans pay in the auto, housing, online, job, and lending markets. 
The book examines the staggering financial cost from emancipation to the present day to 
answer the question of how, after 400 years, more than 40 million African Americans own 
only 2% of U.S. wealth. More than simply identifying the problem, Rochester lays out an 
empowerment plan to create much-needed jobs and businesses in the Black community. 

The first online session will meet on Thursday, March 4, and the second session will 
be on Thursday, April 8. Both meetings will begin at 6:30 pm. There is no cost to 
attend, but advance registration is required. Advance reading of the book is highly 
encouraged, but it is not required. Amazon book link https://tinyurl.com/yvcvmvnf 
REGISTER HERE: https://glpby.org/services/drap/ (scroll down to middle of page).

Adult Fellowship
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Our Mission

Preschool Registration

Financial Support to Employees   
and Our Continued Mission
Although the 
church building 
is closed, FUPC 
remains committed 
to our employees 
and mission. All 
staff (salaried 
and hourly) will 
continue to receive 
their normal pay 
even though we are not gathering. In 
addition, we are committed to continuing 
all of our ministries to the local community 
and beyond. You can continue to 
provide offerings and support by mailing 
contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Presbyterian  
Community  
Preschool 
Registration for 
the 2021-2022 
academic school 
year is open and 
available online! 
Check out the 
Preschool’s new 
website www.firstunitedpreschool.org. 
Classes will be offered for 3-year-olds  
on Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 am 
- 2:00 pm and for 4-year-olds on Tuesdays  
and Thursdays from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. 
For more information, please call the 
Preschool 233-4809, or send an email to  
info@firstunitedpreschool.org. 

After 30 years of teaching 
in  the Presbyterian 

Communit y Prescho ol, 
Nanc y Ho dges has 
announced her retirement. 
Nancy treasured the time 
she spent with the children 
while building relationships 
with their families. She 
estimates that she taught 
over 1,000 students and 
worked with 13 other 
Preschool staff members 
plus many Preschool Board 
members. Through these 30 
years, she has also met many 
FUPC members.   
 

Highlights of Nancy’s teaching time include writing the song 
Pledge to You America which was recorded in a studio with a 

class of children and aired on a local television and radio station; 
developing an on-going Guest Reader Program to instill a love for 
books; organizing a lending library for the preschool; initiating 
a Volunteer Program that welcomed volunteers in the classroom 
and supported teachers and students in wonderful ways; writing 
and directing the Christmas Pageant which became an annual 
tradition; and developing “Meet and Greets” as opportunities for 
families to become familiar with our program before registering.  
 

Nancy’s future plans include writing and publishing devotional 
books as well as enjoying the time God will provide her to enjoy 

her family and friends. Due to the pandemic, the Preschool Board will 
invite Nancy to attend a celebration of her retirement after the church 
reopens. 

Children’s Ministry 
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
GFF and PYC meet on Zoom every 
Wednesday this month except March 31. 
The theme is Growing in God’s Love: Last 
Things. 

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for 
children age 4 through 2nd grade. 
Leaders are Connie Darnell, Karen Miear, 
and Stephanie Foltz.
GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm.
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for 
children in grades 3-5. 
Leaders are Amy Abernathy, Joy Baltz, 

Children & Youth Life

and Stephanie Foltz. 
PYC via Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm. 

For more information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.  
2) Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Each Sunday, a new Children’s Chapel 
worship service is added to FUPC’s YouTube 
channel. This is an opportunity for families 
to worship and wonder together when it is 
convenient, or families can have a separate 
device for their children to use on Sunday 
mornings after the time with children. To 
find FUPC’s channel, search for “First United 
Presbyterian Belleville Illinois.” 

Youth Ministry 
KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in grades 
6-8.  
TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in 
grades 9-12.  
KIX and TIM Small Groups are happening 
now! There are outside (weather permitting) 
and online options for middle and high 
school students. Groups meet weekly 
for fellowship and discipleship. For more 
information, contact Kaitie Kautz, kkautz@
firstunitedpres.org. Follow us on Instagram 
@fupcyouth.  

Nancy Hodges Announces Retirement 



FUPC Gardeners 

Would you and/or your family be willing to care for a 
garden at First United? Two of our gardening families 

have resigned after many faithful years of service keeping 
our grounds attractive. This commitment involves weeding 
every week or two and trimming at season’s end. Thanks 
in advance to any of you who will consider this and say, 
“yes.” Give me a call, and I will be happy to get you started.  
~ Pat Hargrove, 239-6425

in a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,  
education, and opportunity.

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to serve 

individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, 
their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

Because We Are the Church, Together
Life during COVID has been challenging. That feels like an understatement, right? At times,  

we have all felt disconnected, confined. Missing family, missing friends. Lonely. Worried about the 
groceries holding out. Unsure of what the future may hold. Imagine feeling all of those things but living 
in a place or in a situation that was already challenging each and every day without the added pressure 
of the pandemic. A place where access to food is day to day. Access to vital health care is questionable. 

Finding clean water is a daily struggle. A place where you are denied racial justice or plagued with 
outright violence and oppression.

But one thing remains steadfast and true: We are the Church, together, no matter where we are, and the 
Church belongs with those struggling for justice, righteousness and peace for life.



Souper Bowl of Caring 2021

Thank you, church family, for your incredible generosity  
for the Souper Bowl of Caring Drive-Thru and for your help 

to tackle hunger during these difficult times.

2 hours/Sunday + 15 degrees + 60 cars + 7 PYC families +  
2 PYC leaders + 4 CE Committee members + 2 spouses  
(1 an elder) + 1 college student + 4 stuffed vehicles +  

while following social distancing guidelines to unload = 
 Food Pantry Staff Overwhelmed with Gratitude!

You all have shown God’s love in a tremendous way.  
Thank you! ~ Joy Baltz, CE Elder & PYC Sponsor 
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