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Summer of Joy

There is a popular Christian song that came out in the late 
90’s by Darrell Evans. The song starts out, “I’m trading 

my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for 
the joy of the Lord.” That song has been stuck in my head as 
we look to the July worship theme, Summer of Joy. We are 
ready to trade our sorrows and pain for the joy of the Lord! 

Many of you are excitedly planning trips this summer. 
Trips geared toward having fun, delighting in the 

outdoors, and playing with family and friends. It feels like 
we are slowly coming out of hibernation – some faster than 
others, but we are all desperate for fun and joy. One of the 
things that symbolizes summer joy for me is ice cream. On 
a hot summer’s day, there is nothing better than a cold ice 
cream cone! It’s refreshing, it’s delightful, and often laughter 
ensues as you try to catch the drips before they get on your 
hands. A surprising number of you told me of your trips 
to Dairy Queen during the pandemic. It was something 
delightful you could do amidst all the things you could not.  

In the month of July, we will be talking about delight, joy, 
praise, laughter, and play. We will focus on something we 

all need: joy. We will shape our worship to encourage one 
another in finding joy and delight, laughter, and play. I hope 
that we will be able to smile and laugh together as we delight 
in praising God together.

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Alex

 

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

July Worship 
We’ve Got 
Options!

Financial Support to Employees and Our Continued Mission
Although we are slowly returning to various in-person ministries, FUPC remains 
committed to our employees and mission. In addition, we are committed to 
continuing all of our ministries to the local community and beyond. You can continue 
to provide offerings and support by mailing contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give



ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

July 4 
No Class

July 11, 18, 25 
The Assurance of Salvation 
Leaders: Jim Nicholas 
                 Roger Doll

This class meets in person and on 
Zoom. For details and to receive 
study materials, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Log-on information for Zoom is 
updated in each Friday’s eWeekly. 

  

Adulting

During July, Adulting will not meet 
to give members the opportunity to 
worship in person. Before resuming, 
a new time to meet will be scheduled 
and emails sent.   

During the Week

Hope in the Word on Zoom  
Led by one of the Pastors, Hope in the 
Word offers online time for prayer, Bible 
reading, and connecting with others.

Thursdays, 5:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
July 9: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet on Friday, July 9, at 6:00 pm in Eversull Hall at the Church. Come for 
a great time of fellowship, air conditioning, and a BYOE dinner (Bring Your Own Everything-
food and drink). All are welcome! For more information, contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688. 

Potlucks with a Purpose
Potlucks with a Purpose will attempt a meeting in October 2021, with a changed format.  
Attendees will bring their own food, and a limited number of attendees will sit at each table. 
More information will follow. ~ Thank you, Sheila Misselhorn 

Sand Dollars
The Sand Dollars have no planned meetings during the summer.

FUPC Women’s Circles
In July, two of our women’s groups will meet in person for fellowship. More details about the 
meetings can be obtained by contacting the leaders.
• July 20, 11:30 am, Lamplighters Circle will meet for lunch; contact Rosemary Ehrstein, 
235-4850. 
• July 21, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle will meet for lunch in Eversull Hall; contact Carol 
Purviance, 250-5688.

Adult Fellowship

• No Reservations
• No Health Screening
• Worship, Groups and Meetings: 

Remove Masks Inside When Seated
• Children’s Ministry: Masks Required
• Weekly Cleaning

• Bring Your Own Food Allowed
• Deacons: Masks for In-Person Visits and 

Transportation Ministry
• Outside Organizations: Staff and 

Trustee Approval

Relaxed COVID Precautions (Effective May 19, 2021)

Our Deepest Sympathy
For the family and friends of Barb Lyons, who died on May 31, in Chesterfield, Missouri.
New Blessing
Marian Victoria Schramm was born on June 24 in St. Louis.  Marian is the daughter of 
Elizabeth and Matthew Schramm and the sister of Thomas.

Caring Ministries

Summer Prayer Shawl Ministry
From June 15 thru August 31, prayer shawls will only be available at the Church. There is a 
beautiful selection for anyone who can use this comfort. Please record the recipient’s name 
on the signup sheet by the shawls.

Family News

Memorial Hospital (East and West) Visits 
Memorial Hospitals (East and West) have informed us that due to updated software, they 
are unable to tell us which of our church members are in the hospital. We hope this is a 
temporary problem, but in the meantime, we need your help! Please let us know if you or a 
family member is in the hospital. Currently, we have no way of knowing if church members 
are in Memorial Hospital East or West unless you call the Church Office and let us know. 

COVID-19 Update
There are no new changes to our COVID-19 procedures. Session will meet in July and review 
the COVID procedures then. Thank you for helping us protect one another as we continue to 
do more in-person activities.
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Children from Birth to Grade 5

Sunday Childcare 
The FUPC childcare staff is back and ready to care for children during 
the Sunday in-person worship services! If you have questions or 
concerns, contact Stephanie Foltz.

Children’s Ministry Youth Ministry

Presbyterian Community Preschool

Sunday In-person Children’s Chapel 
During the 11:00 am in-person worship service, children can 
worship either in the Sanctuary with their families or in Children’s 
Chapel with two worship leaders. Through the summer, the age of 
children who can worship in this special place has been extended 
through grade 5. Masks and social distancing are maintained, with 
children spaced out on rugs. A pastor comes to Children’s Chapel 
for a Time with Children. If you have questions or concerns, contact 
Stephanie Foltz. 

KIX (Kids in Christ) – Youth in Grades 6-8    
TIM (Teens in Ministry) – Youth in Grades 9-12    
 
KIX and TIM Summer Bible Reading
This summer, we are exploring 
God and nature through 
scripture. Each week, we look at a 
different chapter in the Bible. We 
meet Thursdays (except for July 8) 
from 7:00 – 8:00 pm on Zoom to 
wonder together about what this 
scripture teaches us about God, 
creation, and us.

June 27–July 3: Job 40, God’s 
Mastery of Nature
July 4–10: Psalm 8, Praise for the 
Creator
July 11–17: Psalm 98, Nature Joins in the Praise
July 1–24: Psalm 104, God Sustains the Earth
July 25–31: Isaiah 40, The Ruler of All Creation

 
Parent Text Announcements
Parents, we will be using the Remind app to text announcements 
and reminders about upcoming deadlines for events. You do not 
need the app to receive the messages. If you are a parent of a high 
schooler, please text @timfupc to 81010. If you are a parent of a 
middle school student, please text @kixfupc to 81010. 

Enrolling Now!  
Share with your neighbors and 
friends: Presbyterian Community 
Preschool is now hosting in-person 
Meet and Greets! Families can meet 
the teacher and tour the Preschool. 
Classes for 3 and 4-year-olds will 
begin in August. Enrollment is 
limited; don’t delay enrolling! 
Check out registration details on 
the Preschool’s new website www.
firstunitedpreschool.org.  

During June, GFF and PYC students gathered on Zoom for fellowship, 
games, and a time of prayer. GFF is the children’s group for age 4 – 
grade 2. PYC is the group for grades 3-5. “Who wants ice cream?!”

P H O T O  B Y  G U Y E N  D A N G  H O A N G  N H U  O N  U N S P L A S H



A Fun Summer Evening!

Self Care
Stewardship involves much more than simply the contribution 
of money. Stewardship involves taking care of all that God has 
entrusted to us. It involves the planet on which we live, including 
all things living or growing upon it. We are constantly reminded 
through the Bible, and especially through the words of Christ, 
that we are to love our family and all our neighbors regardless of 
their status as friend or foe. We are to comfort, tend to, and share 
our blessings with those less fortunate. Likewise, we are reminded 
that we are loved by God and cannot be a lifesaver to others, 
spiritually, physically or emotionally, unless we nurture self-care 
of our own mind, body and spirit. By strengthening ourselves, 
we are better able to be the hands and feet of Christ in all we do. 
~ God Bless, The Stewardship Committee

Come Back Program
In May, your Evangelism team announced 
a “Come Back” program for this year. In our 
lifetime, we make decisions or experience 
circumstances that may cause us to question 
our faith. When this happens, our church 
family can offer a safe, trusting, and loving 
place to embrace those who may be looking 
for a path back. Please join us if you have a 
“Come Back” story by contacting Pastor Alex, or Elders Beth Sheldon 
or Ken Stange. Your story can be presented in person, via video, or 
other medium. If you wish, we can help you develop your story and 
of course we certainly will, if preferred, protect your privacy. Thank 
you for considering our “Come Back” program. ~ Ken Stange

Children’s Ministry 
invites your family 

to A Summer Evening 
Family Camp: “Living 
Water” on Sunday, July 
11, from 4:00-6:00 pm. 
This event is for families 
with children grade 5 
and younger. 

We will enjoy a 
Sunday evening 

together, having fun outdoors and learning 
about the important role of water in God’s 
story and how Jesus used water to teach his 
followers about God. Families (children and 
their adult family members) will move together 
through three stations set up on the patio and 
playground areas at church. 

From 6:00-6:30, there will be an optional 
BYOE picnic in the Pavilion (Bring Your Own 

Everything). The rain date will be Wednesday, 
July 14, from 6:00-8:00 pm (no picnic). 

Pre-registration is required by Thursday, 
July 8, to prepare materials. To register or 

if you have questions, contact Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Participants are encouraged to wear swim 
suits or clothes and shoes that can get wet 

and to bring a towel! 

Come experience anew the Bible stories 
of creation, Jesus’ baptism, and Jesus 

washing the disciples’ feet.  

Evangelism Stewardship



Congratulations to the Graduates 

The Christian Education and Youth Ministries Committees, on behalf 

of the First United congregation, salute these 16  graduates whose 

families have provided information. We wish them the best now and 

in their future years! 

High School Graduates

• Dakota Carlyle, Collinsville High School; will attend SWIC in 

Granite City to study Precision Machinery Technology; son of Nicole 

Barr, great-grandson of Ginny Schofield.

• Nathan Dyer, Belleville 

East; Valedictorian; will be 

a Chancellor Scholar at 

the University of Illinois to 

study in a hybrid program 

of computer science and 

linguistics; son of Sarah & 

Pastor Rob Dyer, grandson of 

Joyce Dyer 

• Greg Epps, Metro East 

Lutheran High School; will 

attend SWIC in Belleville 

to study in the HVAC and 

Electrician Program; son of 

Melissa & Greg Epps

• Sophia Graham, Freeburg Community High School; will attend 

University of Minnesota to study psychology; daughter of Stephanie 

& Ken Graham

• Kathryn Elizabeth Hunter, HHS Academy in Colorado Springs; 

will take a gap year to work as intern at Spring Canyon Retreat & 

Conference Center before beginning college; daughter of Anna & 

Jeff Hunter, granddaughter of Rose & the late Gene DuVall 

• Adam Lunn, Shakopee High School in Minnesota; National Honor 

Society, captain of the varsity tennis team; will attend University of 

Missouri in Columbia to study Electrical Engineering; son of Marcy & 

Daniel Lunn, grandson of Barb Lunn

• Noah Lunn, Westlake High School in California; Valedictorian, 

English Student of the year, Bronze Level of the Presidential 

Volunteer Service Award, California State Seal of Civic Engagement, 

National Merit Commended Scholar; will attend George Washington 

University in Washington, DC, to study International Politics; son of 

Heather & Frank Lunn, grandson of Barb Lunn

• Jada Maggard, Belleville West; will study Culinary Arts; daughter 

of Lorrie & Larry Maggard

• Gabby Mokriakow, Mascoutah High School; will attend SWIC in 

Belleville; daughter of Jessica Mokriakow & George Mokriakow

• Quinton Perdun, Bunker Hill High School; will attend Lincoln Land 

Community College in Springfield to become a Certified Electrical 

Lineman; great-grandson of Jane Stafford

• Ivy Thornberry, Belleville West; will attend Paul Mitchell 

Cosmetology School in St. Louis; daughter of Tina & Rob Thornberry

• Devon Young, Belleville 

East, planning to start his 

first job; son of Tara Comeris, 

grandson of Janet Casey

 

College Graduates

• Maggie Baltz, Millikin 

University, Bachelor of 

Arts from the College of 

Professional Studies – 

Elementary Education; 

Summa Cum Laude with 

Honors, The Dr. Jerald Hunt 

and Dr Darlene Hoffman 

Award for Excellence in Teaching & Learning; will begin teaching 

6th grade at Union School in Belleville; daughter of Joy & Colin Baltz

• Bailey Guinn, Millikin University in December 2020, Bachelor 

of Arts in Theatre; Summa Cum Laude, Honors Scholar; moved to 

London, England, to pursue a career in Theater; daughter of Mandy 

& John Guinn

• Alexandra (Ally) Lunn, University of Minnesota, Bachelor of 

Industrial and Systems Engineering; with distinction; started position 

as an Associate at a management consulting firm in Minnetonka, 

Minnesota; daughter of Marcy & Daniel Lunn, granddaughter of 

Barb Lunn

Graduate Degrees

• Dr. Jennifer Daye, ED, MSN, RN, Doctorate in Education, Maryville 

University – College of Health Professions; Coordinator of the 

Nursing Lab and Professor teaching Graduate programs; partner of 

Scott, mother of Nick & Jack, daughter of Pat & Laddie Daye

Congratulations to the 2021 Graduates 

P H O T O  B Y  J O A N  K W A M B O K A  O N  U N S P L A S H



Summer Sack Lunch 
Program 
These expert sandwich 
makers work together to 
pack nutritious lunches for 
children at risk of hunger 
in our community. For 
the sixth year, and over 
eleven weeks this summer, 
FUPC will pack and deliver 
200 lunches every Friday 
to thirteen delivery sites 
located close to public 
schools.

P H O T O S  B Y  N A N C Y  K R E E B

Sunday Morning Worship in Children’s Chapel 

The children did not have to 
answer questions correctly 

to earn a prize during Pastor 
Alex’s game. Instead, all were 
given “You are loved” stickers 
to illustrate that we do not have 
to earn God’s love! Worship 
then continued with Amy 
Shreve telling the story of the 
boy Jesus in the Temple.  

P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z
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OUR STAFF

4:00 - 6:00 pm

Optional Picnic,  

6:00-6:30 pm

Pre-register by July 8

See page 5 for details

The Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Thursday. 
Phones are answered 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, Monday – Friday.

Gathering for In-Person Worship

More from our church family 
return to in-person worship 

each Sunday! And the children, age 3 
to grade 5, can participate in worship 
in Children’s Chapel. Hope to see you 
soon!


