
10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 

accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Our online worship isn’t just 

watching a video on your computer. It 
is interactive and community building 
with a chat area and video conference 

setup that lets us participate in worship. 
We have coffee hour time before and 
after the service where we will chat, 
wave, and visit online.Here are the 

instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

If this is your first time using Zoom, there 
may be a prompt for a few setup steps.

OR

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153

If you have any problems, please 
contact the office during the week.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone

September 2020

I decided to try to do nothing for an 
afternoon. I mean absolutely nothing. It 
was a Saturday and I was alone in the 
house. The week had been crazy and so 
I decided I needed a break. I tried to do 
nothing, and it felt… weird.

I didn’t read a book. I didn’t play piano. 
I didn’t watch TV. I just sat on a couch 
and let my mind 
wander. I ended up 
moving to a chair 
outside. I thought 
it might be better 
to try nothing with 
nature. Several 
times I started 
to think about 
the to-do list. I 
started to notice 
some areas on 
the outside of the 
house that needed 
paint. Then, I 
remembered that 
I was trying to do 
nothing. Oops! Better try harder at doing 
nothing.

I think it is good to get some peace and rest. 
Let’s be honest, though. Getting peace 
and rest isn’t usually an attempt at doing 
nothing. It is an attempt to experience a 
different side or pace of life. It is about 

making space to be more than do. You may 
find peace and rest in reading, singing, 
walking, cooking, painting, gaming, or 
some other pursuit. In September, we 
are going to try to get some peace and 
rest with our worship series. Worship is 
usually not a lot of work for the average 
churchgoer, but we thought it might 
be good to give ourselves some time 

worshipping God 
with an emphasis 
on finding God’s 
peace and resting 
in God’s care. 
How do we do 
that in worship? 
How do we do 
that in life? We 
will tackle both 
of those questions 
over the month 
of September 
within worship. If 
you find yourself 
needing some 
peace and rest, 

September worship could be really 
wonderful for you! It won’t be nothing. It 
won’t be everything. It will be something 
that can help you moving forward. See 
you in worship!

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

Peace and Rest

God’s Word

John 14:27
Peace I leave with you;  
 my peace I give to you.  
I do not give to you  
 as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
 and do not let them be afraid.



Sacrament of Baptism

On Sunday, 
August 9,  
Corbin 
Michael Bayne 
received the 
Sacrament 
of Baptism. 
Corbin is 
pictured with 
his parents, 
Jane and Jay 
and his sisters.

Needs Among Us

…for I was hungry  
and you gave me food,

I was thirsty  
and you gave me something to drink,

I was a stranger  
and you welcomed me…. 

(Matthew 25:35)

Matthew 25 calls all of us to actively 
engage in the world around us, so our 
faith comes alive and we wake up to new 
possibilities that both serve the world 
and grow our own relationship with 
Jesus. First United has a long history of 
ministries that serve these dual purposes. 
One of these today is the community 
aspect of Needs Among Us.

Through Needs Among Us, we are 
blessed to be engaged in an ongoing effort 
with 50 Metro East families through 
Children’s Home & Aid, seeking to assist 
these families with basic needs that will 
make a positive difference in their lives. 
We also supported FUPC members and 
families with their needs.

Through your continued support and 
great generosity, in August we were 
able to help 12 of our Children’s Home  
& Aid partnership families with rent 
assistance, food assistance, school 
clothing for children, a new electric 
dryer, air conditioning repair, and 
household cleaning supplies. For each of 

these families, your 
donations represent 
burdens relieved and 
a step in a more secure 
direction. Thank you!

One last note – we are still looking for 
two cars to meet transportation needs 
for two of our families. If you know 
of a car available for donation, or one 
that could be available for a discounted 
purchase, please let us know by dropping 
a note to Pastor Rob or Bob Jensen, 
rmjensen1016@gmail.com.

Thanks for all you do to live out the 
spirit of Matthew 25!  

Announcements

COVID-19 Update
The church remains in the implementation of our Remote Plan following 
guidance from local health officials, local civic/education leaders, our 
Coronavirus Task Force, and the Session. There will be no in-person gatherings; 
however we will continue to be an active congregation. Worship, mission, 
teaching, caring, and other works of ministry continue in meaningful ways. 
If you have a need during this time, contact one of the pastors. Meanwhile, 
we are making preparations for safely resuming in-person gatherings in the 
future. We are now engaged in preparations outlined in the written plan that 
was distributed to members. Any plan updates will be communicated in a 
variety of ways.

October 4:  World Communion Sunday
Do you have a friend or relative who lives in another country? Would  
you invite them to join our Zoom worship service on October 4? We hope 
to make October 4, World Communion Sunday, a truly international 
worship event. Please contact Pastor Rob, rdyer@firstunitedpres.org, 
or Worship Elder Kristen Link, kristenlink03@yahoo.com, if you plan  
to invite someone from around the world to join us. We also hope to expand 
our attendees from around the USA. If you have an out-of-state friend you 
would like to especially invite on this day, please let us know about them too!

Updates

Life Groups
• Merry Mates  
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, 
September 11, at 6:30 pm. Contact Carol 
Purviance, 250-5688, to join in this time of 
fellowship. All are welcome! 
• Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you need a shawl, and the church is closed, 
call Betty McRoberts, 235-3197. She has shawls 
available at her house. 

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom
Two women’s groups are meeting monthly via 
Zoom with the purpose to nurture women’s faith 
through prayer and Bible study. All women are 
invited to attend either of these circles. More 
details about the studies and log-on information 
can be obtained by contacting the leaders. 
• Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding 
Hope Through Prayers of Lament, Lesson 1; 
September 10, 7:00 pm; contact Shirley Samples, 
624-3340 
• Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in 
Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, 
Lesson 1; September 16, 11:30 am; contact Carol 
Purviance, 250-5688.

Men’s Bible Study
For several decades, a group of men have gotten 
together every Wednesday morning at 8:30 am 
and read through the Bible chronologically. We 
read each chapter and discuss what motivates us, 
develops and grows our spirituality, enhances 
our understanding of the Bible or find things that 
just make you go hmmm! If you would like to 
join our group on Zoom by computer, iPad, or 
by phone every Wednesday, contact Danny Halel 
at 213-7888 or nthalpdmh@gmail.com.  We will 
send you the link. ~ Thank you, Danny Halel



ZOOM!
Adult 

Discipleship 
Information

Hope in the Word with the Pastors
Our pastors are offering online 
times for prayer, Bible reading, and 
connecting with others.  

Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Thursdays, 4:00 pm, with Pastor 
Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113
 

Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
During September, this class will 
continue to meet via Zoom at 9:15 am 
on Sunday mornings. 
September 6: The Great Commission, 
Roger Doll teaching
September 13: The Gift of Friendship, 
Jim Nicholas teaching
September 20: Jacob, Dan Harres 
teaching
September 27: A 
Brief Statement 
of Faith,  Jim 
Nicholas teaching

Zoom log-on 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
will be updated 
each Friday in 
the eWeekly. To 
receive any study materials in advance, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. 

Adulting
Adulting meets on Sunday mornings 
via Zoom at 9:45 am. For Zoom log-
on information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

After much prayer and discussion, the Church Session of First 
United Presbyterian decided in July to continue with its Remote 
Plan which means that all services, meetings, and gatherings 
would be done remotely and that the Preschool would not 
open in August. With the recent increases of COVID-19 
cases in our area, the Session and the Preschool Board were 
very concerned with the health and safety of the students, 
staff, and church members. The Session and Preschool Board 
will continue to monitor the area’s COVID-19 numbers 

and plan to revisit in October the possibility of reopening the Preschool in January.  
~Linda Hangsleben, Preschool Board President

Preschool Fall 2020

Please join us as we focus on racism through a study of the 
book, So You Want to Talk about Race, by Ijeoma Oluo. The 
author “guides readers of all races…in honest conversations 
about race and racism and how they infect almost every aspect 
of American life.” Elder Kristen Link will lead this discussion 
via Zoom on Monday evenings from 7:30-8:30 pm beginning 
September 14. (The Zoom link will be available each week in 
the eWeekly.) You can order the book online through Amazon 
or Barnes and Noble; please purchase the 2019 edition. If you 
need assistance in purchasing the book, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.  

Honest Conversation

For September’s Special 
Offering, Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, invites us to imagine 
and be a part of God’s reign on 
earth. And not just us, but Christ invites and we open doors to believers from all over 
the world, joining us into one body despite our differences. Christ invites and our doors 
open to the broken, the hurting and the survivors of violence—those who suffer, as he 
suffered, to be nourished by his compassion. Christ invites, and we also offer ourselves 
to the pursuit to end violence and bring about reconciliation through the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering. Through our gifts, we offer a healing hand to those being 
abused, even as we seek to remedy the structures that create their vulnerability.

The Peace and Global Witness offering will be collected through September. Prayerfully 
consider your response to Christ’s invitation. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering

The foundation of stewardship finds its origin, purpose, and sustenance in God. In 
creation God blessed us with the capacity of discernment, an ability not provided to 
other living creatures. We were given the ability to see, to feel God’s essence. The 
essence quite simply is the unconditional love manifested by the grace of forgiveness.  
We can choose to abide in that essence. And when we abide in that essence, we find 
that our hearts accept it and grow in the furtherance of God’s will.

It is then for us in stewardship of that gift and blessing to sustain, nurture 
and support each other and to freely share the blessings bestowed upon us.  
~ Stewardship Committee

The Root of Stewardship: See, Abide and Grow



Caring Ministries

Back to School Blessing

In worship on August 16, participants were asked to share 
the names of students, parents, grandparents, caregivers, 

teachers, administrators, and school staff for us to 
bless by name. Then we prayed for all of these 

people by name in worship. Worshippers were 
also encouraged to contact whomever they 

named to tell them they were prayed for in 
worship by name. It was a beautiful time 

of prayer and blessing. Elder Mandy 
Guinn created this word cloud art 

by using names and groups for 
whom we prayed. Word cloud 

art increases the size of any 
names or words lifted up 

by multiple people. 
Mandy used the text 

from our Zoom 
worship chat 

to generate 
this.

From the Deacons
The Deacons continue to care for our congregation by making calls, emails, and 
sending cards.  In July, the Deacons made 140 calls, sent 169 cards, and sent 36 emails. 
In August, we made 113 calls, sent 184 cards, and sent 34 emails. Unfortunately, 
due to the pandemic, the Deacons regret that we cannot provide the Transportation 
Ministry until Session approves in-person contact with other church members.  
~ Thank you, David Misselhorn, Moderator of Deacons

Grief during COVID-19
Are you overwhelmed by grief along with COVID-19? We can help! We would like 
to gauge interest in attending a Zoom version of Grief Share. If you or anyone you 
know (even non-members) has experienced a loss and feel you need Christian-based 
support dealing with your grief, please contact John Mann, jrmann@protonmail.com, 
558-5669, or Caryn Meder, cmeder@familyhospice.org, 558-4641, or Pastor Alex. 
Also, please contact one of us if you know the whereabouts of our missing Grief 
Share videos.

Our Mission

Financial Support to Employees and 
Our Continued Mission
Although the church building is 
closed, FUPC remains committed to 
our employees and mission. All staff 
(salaried and hourly) will continue to 
receive their normal pay even though 
we are not gathering. In addition, we 
are committed to continuing all of our 
ministries to the local community and 
beyond. You can continue to provide 
offerings and support by mailing 
contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.

(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org



Youth Ministry
1) Virtual Kickoff Trivia Night
KIX (grades 6-8) and TIM (grades 9-12) and their 
parents, guardians, and grandparents are invited 
to a virtual trivia night on Wednesday, September 
2. It will be from 6:00-8:00 pm. Look for more 
details coming soon from Kaitie Kautz.

Children and Youth Life

Children’s Ministry
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
GFF and PYC are back on Wednesdays! Kickoff 
will be Wednesday, September 2.

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for children 
age 4 through 2nd grade. GFF via Zoom will 
begin at 5:00 pm and last until 5:30 pm. 
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for 
children in grades 3-5. PYC via Zoom will 
begin at 6:45 pm and last until 7:30 pm. 

For more information, contact Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

This fall, the theme 
for GFF and PYC 
will be compassion: 
for each other, for 
ourselves, and for 
the world. Through 
songs, Bible stories, 

 and wondering, plus 
movement, creating, 

and action, we will “examine different places in 
our lives where we can cultivate compassion.”  

• Compassion helps us see and welcome.
• Compassion helps us be brave. 
• Compassion helps us love ourselves.
• Compassion helps us be present with each other. 
• Compassion gives us a fresh start. 

And when we do these things, we show God’s 
love, peace, and justice with the world. 

2) Sunday mornings via Zoom
Toward the end of September, we will begin a Zoom 
time for families of young children. Children and 
parents/grandparents will be invited to listen to a 
Bible story and then wonder and respond together. 
Families will receive invitation emails. 

3) Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Children’s Chapel Worship Leaders will begin 
videotaping Children’s Chapel stories to put 
on the FUPC YouTube channel. This will be an 
option for families to use for their children during 
worship or at other times during the week. Look 
for more information in the coming weeks.

2) Wednesday evenings via Zoom starting 
September 9.

• KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in grades 
6-8. KIX via Zoom will begin at 6:00 pm and last 
until 7:00 pm. 
• TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in grades 
9-12. TIM via Zoom will begin at 7:30 pm and 
last until 8:30 pm. 

For more information, contact Kaitie Kautz, 
kkautz@firstunitedpres.org



Summer Sack Lunch Program – Thank You!

For the fifth year, our church fed nearly 200 children 
each Friday as part of a broader collaboration between 
Kids for Christ and other local churches. Major 
changes were made for meal preparation and delivery 
this year in order to keep our volunteers safe during the 
pandemic. We were so fortunate and thankful for the 
many wonderful people who did the grocery shopping, 
made sandwiches, packed sack lunches, delivered meals 
to children, and for those who gave contributions to the 
fund that supports these lunches. And, we especially 
thank all those who prayed for the children and those 
who were able to participate in feeding the children this 
summer.

Grocery Shoppers: Laura & Kate Hall, Kim & 
Dennis Hubbard, Nancy & Bill Kreeb, Cyndi Langen, 
and Abby Smith. 
Sandwich Makers:  Auerbach Family, Abbey 
Croissant, Adrian & Norma Croissant, Giles Family, 
Jensen Family, Jernigan Family, Kreeb Family, Norma 
and Carmen Mason, the Mokriakow Family, Terri 
O’Saben, Phillips Family, Susy Rybicki, and Abby 
Smith and Family. 
Sack Lunch Packers:  Jackie & Dan Bainter, Pam 
& Danny Halel, Laura & Kate Hall, Jernigan Family, 
Kreeb Family, Layman Family, Norma & Carmen 
Mason, Mokriakow Family, Susy Rybicki, Schramm 
Family, Smith Family, and Thornberry Family.
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