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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

October 6 

8:00 & 10:30 am

What Happens When  

We Die?

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18

October 13 

8:00 & 10:30 am

Where Does Evil  

Come From?

Genesis 3:1-7

October 20 

8:00 & 10:30 am

What is the Point of Life?

Romans 11:33-36

October 27 

8:00 & 10:30 am

Why Jesus?

John 3:16-21

Stewardship and Budget
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?  
~ Luke 14:28 

Our spring stewardship campaign for 2019 and 2020 was successful in many 
ways. At the same time, though, we encountered some losses due to death 

and health issues. There is a real spirit of generosity and ownership of ministry 
we are doing together. We added an associate pastor to the budget this year, 
and this month we also added monthly payments on our remaining building 
and renovation debt. In addition, we have seen much growth in our existing 
ministries. We are helping more people through our expanded Needs Among Us 
efforts, and we are adding more people through ministries like our Wednesday 
Night Children and Youth programs. So, with the balance of generous pledges, 
dedicated regular giving, increased costs, and some giving losses, we now need 
to rethink our 2019 and 2020 budgets to focus on the activities that will have 
the greatest impact for spreading and demonstrating the Gospel. A detailed 
report is being reviewed by the church leadership, but a summary is below.

In Summary...

•  In 2019, we were hit with some significant  losses  in church giving due 
to member deaths, moving, and health issues affecting several generous 
givers. If we simply spend our budgeted amounts without adjustments, we 
will likely end the year with an $81,000 deficit. This is why we recently asked 
various ministries to reduce their 2019 budget items for the remainder of 
the year. With some end-of-year giving by the congregation, we should 
have enough flexibility in our spending to handle this.

•  For  2020,  those  who  pledged  demonstrated  incredible  generosity 
with a 28% increase in their pledges! The overall increase of expected 
offerings (+17%) is still great, but we cannot simply add the new expenses 
of staff and building/renovation debt to our current budget. We must 
also consider reducing other budget expenses, rethinking how we use 
financial  resources  in  each  ministry.  The  church  leaders  are  diligently 
working to reduce budgeted spending while reviewing what impact those 
reductions may have. A few members who have heard of these challenges 
have indicated they will be increasing their giving even more to keep our 
growth well supported. We are hopeful that others may respond likewise.

•  We  are  also  reviewing  the  internal  giving  trends we  uncovered  in  our 
stewardship campaign. These trends match what researchers are seeing 
in national giving trends. People are diversifying and designating more of 
their giving. We hope to offer opportunities in 2020 where the congregation 
can designate support towards ministries that are close to their hearts. 

•  We are a church that is thriving with meaningful ministry that is having 
a very real impact in the lives of people inside our church and out in the 
community. These budget adjustments are a sign of our being responsible 
within the financial resources we have available. We have added so much 
to what we do as a church. It is now a time for us to do some budgetary 
pruning to focus that growth. And finally, we cannot forget to celebrate the 
incredible increases in generosity that so many are providing as we grow. 
These phenomenal acts of gratitude help to minimize the impact of any 
losses and support the potential of where we are headed.

In Christ,  Pastor Rob



Ministering to God’s People

Family News Information current as of  September 24

In Our Prayers

     October 6
USHERING 8:00 am
Coni Jackson
Kathy Schmidt
USHERING 10:30 am
Adrian Croissant
Nathan Dyer
Will Gagen
Dennis Hubbard
Susy Rybicki
Colin Wiltsie
LITURGIST
Danny Halel
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Danny Halel
COUNTERS
Dawn Sitton
Mark Winland
COFFEE HOUR
Trustees
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Norma Mason
Jessica Mokriakow

     October 13
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan Bainter
Lou Stark 
USHERING 10:30 am
Brenda Doll
Sharon Gaskill
Gavin Guinn
Mandy & John Guinn
Marian & Jim Morris
Betty Scherrer
ACOLYTES
James Jensen
Olivia Kraus
LITURGIST
Keely Giles
AMBASSADOR
Daphne Sumner
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
Dawn Sitton
Mark Winland
COFFEE HOUR
Stephen Ministry
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Seon Choo Kim
Leah Lankford

     October 20
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Amber Lankford
Rachael Lankford
Shawn Lankford 
Bruce Reeder
Sharon & Larry Scott
ACOLYTE
Ryley Breece
LITURGIST
Rachel Lankford
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pam Halel
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
Dawn Sitton
Mark Winland
COFFEE HOUR
  Volunteers Needed  
SOUND OPERATOR 
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Gigi Cox
Terri Vandiver

     October 27
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan O’Saben
Terri O’Saben
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Grace Farinas
Dan Harres
John Mann
ACOLYTE
Kayta Giles
LITURGIST
Sheila Misselhorn
AMBASSADOR
Sharon Gaskill
PHONE
Linda Gurr 
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox 
COUNTERS
Dawn Sitton
Mark Winland
COFFEE HOUR
Hospitality Ministry
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Pam Halel
Meg Friedewald

 

For Betty Scherrer on the death of her cousin, Helen Dissett, who died on September 3 in 
Shiloh. For the Mott family on the death of Pastor Alex’s cousin, Kevin Gaskins, who died on 
September 7 in Everett, Washington. For Allyson and Ed Callison on the death of Ed’s mother, 
Shirley Callison, who died on September 7 in Belleville.

Our Deepest Sympathy New Blessing

Sally & Jim Beaird
Nicole Breining
Inez Bridges
Irene Coverdell
Marguerite French
Helen Handley-Fabre
June Johnson
Lucile Katty

Albert Killmeier (Marti 
  Gibson’s brother) & 
  family
Henri & Ted Lawrence
Laura Mailander
Evelyn Meyer
Lane Miller
Nancy Reinecker

Don Rhodes
Marge Schanuel
Steve Schmidt
Wanda Lee Schmidt
Isabelle Vogel 

All world leaders
All missionaries 
Our enemies
Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees 
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers

Presbyterian 
  Community Preschool
Our efforts to grow 
  spiritually 
Our efforts to express 
  our faith clearly
Our efforts to discover 
  & use our spiritual gifts

Our efforts to serve the 
  community
Our efforts to care for 
  one another
Our efforts to reach new 
  believers
People who are 
  depressed and anxious

Drake Michael Schmidt was born on September 5 in 
Shiloh. Drake is the son of Samantha and Justin Schmidt 
and the grandson of Kathy Schmidt and Allen Schmidt. 



Presbyterian Women
Women’s Circles in October 
A circle is a small group of women who meet 
monthly. In each circle, faith is nurtured and growth 
takes place through worship, Bible study, fellowship, 
and outreach. There are three circles which meet at 

different times and days. These circles are open to all women. 
• Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm, Thursday, October 10, Conference Room 
(200) 
•  Lamplighters  Circle, 11:30 am, Tuesday, October 15, at The 
Colonnade in O’Fallon
• Hannah Circle, 11:30 am, Wednesday, October 16, Eversull Hall

The Horizon’s Bible study this year is Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh 
Look at the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble. For 
more information, contact Rosemary Ehrstein, 235-4850.

Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu to the right 
suggests non-perishable items to buy during October. All items 

Menu for October

Canned Chicken and Dumplings

Canned Green Vegetable        
(low or no salt)

Canned Pears                              
(lite or in fruit juice)

Powdered Milk

Additional Items:
Kid-Friendly Month

Peanut Butter          
(plastic container)

Jelly                           
(plastic container)

Macaroni & Cheese

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women

A
nn

ou
nc

em
en

ts

October 3:  Preschool Open House
The Presbyterian Community Preschool will host an Open 
House on Thursday, October 3, from 6:00 – 7:30 pm. Church 
members are invited to join students and their families to 
view the classrooms, meet the staff (Nancy Hodges, Terri 
O’Saben, Antoinette Martinez, Joelle Ahrens), and enjoy 
refreshments in Eversull Hall.

Deacons: Congregational Care
The Deacons continued to care for our congregation 
last month by making 35 calls, providing 57 visits, 
and sending 82 cards. Also, we provided personal 
transportation to those in need by driving 262 miles 
and devoting 28 hours to this important ministry.  
~ Dave Misselhorn, Moderato/Deacons

From Membership Committee to Member Connections
Since efforts have been broadened to focus more on 
connecting new members to the congregation, church 
ministries, and to each other, Member Connections 
provides a better description of our session committee’s 
role. In addition to traditional efforts of updating church 
rolls, reaching out to absent members, producing the 
church directory, and celebrating our 50-Year Members, 
several new programs were launched this year.
•  New  member  pictures for the current year are 
displayed on a bulletin board so the congregation can 
associate faces and names. Pictures for the most current 
new members include a short biography and contact 
information. 
•  Each  new  member  is  assigned  a  sponsor who is 
familiar with church boards, ministries, and programs 
and who serves as a point of contact for their first year 
of membership.
•  Visitors  and  new  members  will  receive  a  Welcome 
Packet tailored to give them information they need 
either as a visitor or a new member. 
•  We’ve initiated a Breaking Bread Together program. 

Small groups of new members and other congregants 
meet at the home of a volunteer host family where they 
can get to know each other better, talk about their lives, 
and hopefully share their faith.

Please take time to show your appreciation to the Member 
Connections Team that put in many hours of hard work 
over the past nine months to make these programs come 
to life: Jennifer Breece, Cathy Jensen, Stacie Mize, Sharon 
Scott, Betty Sherrer, and Erma Jean Vandiver.

November 3:  All Saints’ Sunday
The Faithful of every generation: An excerpt 
from the Companion to the Book of Common 
Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 150-151).

All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the 
ages have faithfully served the Lord. The day reminds us 
that we are part of one continuing, living communion of 
saints. It is a time to claim our kinship with the “glorious 
company of apostles… the noble fellowship of prophets… 
the white-robed army of martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a time to 
express our gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept 
the faith, for those who have taken the gospel to the ends of 
the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the church 
to be faithful in life and service, for all who have witnessed 
to God’s justice and peace in every nation.

We will recognize our faithful servants on All Saints’ 
Sunday, November 3. We have the names of many who 
have left us this past year. However, if you want to confirm 
that your loved one is on the list, or if you have someone 
to add, please call the Church Office before October 25.

November 23:  Fall Quilt Camp
The FUPC Quilters will hold their Fall Quilt Camp on 
November 23. We will be making quilted items for the 
kitchen. Check with any quilter for more details or watch 
for news in the November Steeple. 

collected are taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank 
which ministers to families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow 
GAMAM bag or fill your own bag and bring the items to the church. 
Monetary gifts are also welcome; make checks payable to First 
United Presbyterian with the memo to PW GAMAM.



Adult Discipleship
FUPC 101 (Sundays, 9:15 am, Vista Room, 206)
• October 13: FUPC 101 – What We Believe  
A great class for new people looking to learn more about our 
church or for long-time members looking for a refresher! This is 
the first in a three-week series. This week we will chat about what 
we believe about God, church, faith, etc. Explore what Presbyterian 
Christians believe and the basic faith teachings of our church.
• October 20: FUPC 101 – Our Church’s Mission  
Another great class for new people exploring or long-time members 
getting better connected. This is the second in a three-week series. 
This week we will explain the particular goals and mission of our 
church as we seek to glorify God through our church’s worship and 
activities.
• October 27: FUPC 101 – How to Get Connected  
New to the church or just looking to get better connected with 
the church? This week we will give you an overview of all the 
wonderful ministries of our church and then show you how we help 
each other get connected to activities, ministries and meaningful 
experiences within our church. 

Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Conference Room, 200)
• October 6, 13 & 20: Paul’s  Journeys (Jim Nicholas, Rosemary 
Ehrstein, Roger Doll) 
Most Christians, if asked, would state that Paul took three journeys 
to spread his understanding of Christ to the Gentile world. However, 

if pushed to provide an itinerary for each of these missions, most 
persons would have difficulty issuing a response. Biblical scholars 
continue to debate the chronology of Paul’s career and how to 
reconcile apparent contradictions between Paul’s letters and the 
accounts found in the Acts of the Apostles. This study will attempt 
to blend the itineraries found in Acts with Paul’s own words, noting 
the conflicts when they occur. Participants will deepen their 
understanding of some of the important communities Paul visited 
and their issues, which all agree Paul encountered. In addition, 
cultural and architectural places of interest where Paul and his 
colleagues traveled are shared.
• October 27: Ephesians (Roger Doll) 
Class members will read through Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. 
Paul’s main topics are God’s eternal plan for all humanity and the 
implications of God’s grace for the church, individuals and families.

Adulting (Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
• October 6, 20, 27: Grab a cup of coffee and join other adults in 
the Library for conversation about everyday life and faith. 
• October 13: Yoga with Tina Steibel of Yoga without Walls. Bring 
a yoga mat if you have one. Tina will have a few extras. Wear comfy 
clothes that will allow full range of motion, and meet in the Library. 

Chair Yoga:  October 20 (Sunday, 9:15 am, Eversull Hall)
Tina Steibel of Yoga without Walls will lead a time of chair yoga and 
meditation. Wear clothes that will allow full range of motion.

Ways to Serve & Give
October 12:  Church Work Day 
Bring your talents to help keep our church building functioning 
properly! The Trustees are looking for able-bodied people over the 
age of 14 to fulfill a multitude of tasks at the church from 9:00 am 
-12:00 pm on Saturday, October 12. Inside tasks include removing 
pews for handicap seating, plumbing, electrical, cleaning, 
moving, tasks with ladders and no ladders, flooring, and much 
more. Outside tasks will also be completed, weather permitting. 
Can you give an hour, or all morning? Please sign-up at the front 
desk if you are available - this will help to assign tasks efficiently. 
And…there will be donuts! Thank you for your time and service.  
~ The Board of Trustees

October 19:  Chapel Cleaning 
We will do some heavy cleaning in the Chapel on Saturday, October 
19. Come at 9:30 am, bring your favorite cleaning products, and 
dress comfortably. The Worship Committee will provide doughnuts 
and coffee when we are finished. The more who come, the sooner 
we can have lunch! This is a co-ed opportunity, and we have a sit-
down job! For more information, please contact Jackie Bainter, 
1bainter@charter.net.

October 20:  Quilt Raffle
Tickets for the Quilt Raffle are on sale each Sunday until the drawing 
on Sunday, October 20. Tickets are $5 each; as of press time, less 
than 100 tickets are still available. The raffle is an important source of 
income for the Professional Church Vocations Fund. This Fund was 

established at First United to assist individuals 
pursuing a graduate program in church-related 
vocations leading to an advanced degree or certification. Purchase 
a raffle ticket or two and help support this worthwhile project!

October 26:  Project Compassion Day
On the last Project Compassion 
Saturday, six members from First United 
and two staff members from Project 
Compassion packed over 250 bags with 
donated items from the congregation 
and delivered 140 to the homeless in 
Belleville, East St. Louis, and St. Louis. Kim and Dennis Hubbard, 
John Mann, Mike Moore, Andy Morgan, and Daphne Sumner were 
the FUPC volunteers. Please consider joining us for the next Project 
Compassion Day on Saturday, October 26, to experience this very 
worthwhile community outreach project. Meet the church bus at 
8:30 am in the Sanctuary parking lot. If you have questions, contact 
Dennis Hubbard, 920-6594.

Wednesday Night Meals
Thanks to all who have provided meals for Wednesday night youth 
activities. The 2019 schedule is full, but there are still openings in 
2020. Contact Jess Mokriakow to see which Wednesday is available, 
910-3738, or email at jmokriakow@gmail.com.
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Please see page 9 for Adult Fellowship.



Volunteers to Feed 14,000 at First United Presbyterian Church

A well-known story from the Gospels tells of the time Jesus and His disciples fed more than 5,000 men, 
women and children. Jesus is at it again but this time He’ll be working through His followers at First United 

Presbyterian Church to feed 14,000 people through a program called Rise Against Hunger.

On Wednesday, October 16, starting at 5:30 pm, in the FUPC Gym, volunteers will gather to package 
meals using Rise Against Hunger’s time-tested process that delivered almost 80 million meals to 31 

countries, including the United States, in 2018.  

Rise Against Hunger meal-packing events provide a fast and fun way to lend meaningful help to people in 
critical need. The process uses an assembly line to package all 14,000 meals in about two hours.  

It’s a great way to make a real difference in a very short time.

Since 2005, Rise Against Hunger volunteer groups have packaged nearly 500 million meals, relying on 
groups of any size in locations across the world to package the meals — this is where First United comes 

into play. The packaging process is efficient, quick, and anyone of any age can take part. Jesus will be 
present in the Spirit as First United feeds the hungry, but we’ll need the congregation to come in person 

to make the event a success. We want those coming to invite others too. There will be opportunities to ask 
questions and RSVP between worship services through October 13, however, whether you have signed up 

or not, all will be welcome! For more information, email Anne Stephens, annie217@hotmail.com

Photos from Anne Stephens at a similar event at her former church.



Are you looking for a fun way to serve?

FUPC Feeding the 14,000
is the perfect opportunity for you to be able 

to help others in an exciting, fast paced, active way. 

Come help us package 14,000 dried meals 
that will be sent around the world 

to those who are desperately hungry and enduring famine.

Kids love this outreach event -  fast paced and fun!

Small Groups love this outreach event -  fast paced and fun!

Everyone loves this outreach event - fast paced and fun!

 
Date:  Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Time:  5:30 – 7:45 pm
Location:  FUPC Gym

Event:  FUPC Feeding the 14,000Event:  



Forms are published to meet postal requirements, not to read.

Wednesday Evenings for Children and Youth at FUPC
The Christian Education Committee offers three programs for 
children on Wednesday evenings. For more information on these 
groups, contact Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Education.
• Infants through 3 years old: GLC (God’s Loving Care) 
(5:30-7:30 pm) In addition to lots of TLC (tender loving care), 
there is play time, Bible story time, and a response activity. They 
join older children and youth for dinner. (Childcare until 8:00 pm 
is provided for children whose parents are in choir or those with 
older siblings in KIX or TIM.)
• Age 4 – 2nd grade: GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) 
(5:30-7:30 pm) Students gather for game time, dinner, Bible story 
time, response time with craft or service, and worship. 
• Grades 3-5: PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) 
(5:30-7:30 pm) For PYCers, there is game time, dinner, Bible study 
time, service opportunities, worship, and lots of fellowship. 
• Homework Club (7:30-8:00 pm) is provided for those in GFF and 
PYC with older siblings in KIX/TIM or whose parents are in choir. 
Students should bring homework or a book.   

The Youth Ministries Committee offers programs on Wednesdays 
for youth in grades 6-12. For more information on these programs, 
contact, Kaitie Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries.
• Grades 6-8: KIX (Kids in Christ) 
• Grades 9-12: TIM (Teens in Ministry) 
The typical schedule for KIX and TIM is (5:30-6:00 pm) Homework 
and Games;* (6:00-6:30 pm) Dinner; (6:30-7:30 pm) Worship/
Discussion; (7:30-8:00 pm) Homework and Games* (*Arrive early 
or stay late for games, fellowship or doing homework.) 

Youth Bus Transportation on Wednesdays
Bus transportation to the church is available for PYC, KIX, and 
TIM participants. If you need a ride, please contact Kaitie Kautz, 
233-0295 or kkautz@firstunitedpres.org, no later than 2:00 pm 
on a Wednesday. 

October 11-12: KIX Lock In
How does one person make a difference? Join us as we dive into 
this idea through games, videos and other activities at the KIX 
(grades 6-8) Lock In. We will meet at the church at 7:00 pm and 
conclude our event at 9:30 am on Saturday.

October 16: FUPC Feeding the 14,000
First United is working with Rise Against Hunger to host a food 
packaging event on Wednesday, October 16, beginning at 5:30 
pm. We will package over 14,000 meals in under two hours! This 
mission opportunity is for anyone ages 4+. GLC (infants-age 3) 
will meet as usual. Parents/grandparents/guardians of those 
in PYC, GFF, KIX, and TIM are asked to participate as part of this 
event. Regular age-specific programming for children and youth 
will resume on October 23. Look for more details on pages 6-7. 

October 18-19: PYC Lock-in
PYC (grades 3-5) will gather at 6:00 pm for a Friday overnight of 
dinner, games, Bible study, a movie, and hopefully some sleep! 
After breakfast and a wrap-up Bible study, the lock-in will conclude 
at 9:00 am. 

Children & Youth Life   
Sunday Mornings for Children & Youth (9:15 am)
On Sundays, there are classes for students ages 3 through high 
school. Childcare is available for infants and toddlers all morning 
at First United. 
• Ages 3 – PreK: Preschool Sunday School Class
This class is for children who have turned 3 through pre-
kindergarten. Children hear Bible stories and participate in a wide 
range of activities such as storytelling, music, crafts, and movement. 
• Grades K-5:  FaithQuest 
FaithQuest is the Sunday morning program for children in 
kindergarten through grade 5. Recognizing that children learn 
differently and through repetition, major Bible stories and concepts 
are taught using activities that actively engage all the senses. 
Students hear the same Bible lesson as they “rotate” through 
different learning areas to experience the story through several 
different ways. During October, rotations will focus on David as 
King: Chosen by God and King Soloman.
• Grades 6-8:  KIX (Kids in Christ) Sunday School
This group meets in a room specifically set aside for them. These 
students delve more deeply into the meaning of the Bible, 
expanding their knowledge. Another very important component 
is the fellowship they share, discussing their everyday joys and 
challenges with each other.
• Grades 9-12:  TIM (Teens In Ministry) Sunday School
Teens meet in a room specifically set aside for them. Students 
participate in discussions and Bible study each week. They use a 
variety of curricula, all designed to help them continue growing in 
their knowledge of God’s work. 

Sunday Mornings for Children during 10:30 Worship
Children’s Chapel, for ages 3 through 3rd grade
First United recognizes the importance of even our youngest 
members experiencing worship with the rest of our faith 
community. During the 10:30 worship service, all children ages 
3 and up attend the first part of the worship service with their 
families. After the pastor shares time with the children, students 
ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to leave with adult Worship 
Leaders and Greeters to attend their own carefully designed, age 
appropriate worship time in Children’s Chapel. Parents are also 
always welcome to keep their children with them in worship. 
During October, the children will hear the stories Moses and 
the Burning Bush, Exodus, The Ten Best Ways to Live, and The Ark 
and a Tent for God. 



   Date  Worship  Pledges & Contributions
  Attendance as of August 31, 2019
08.04.19      252 Estimates of Giving  $60,227.02  
08.11.19     279  Loose Offerings 398.76  
08.18.19     278 Per Capita 131.00
08.25.19 227 Schnucks eScrip Cards 5.66
   Capital Campaign Funds 2,538.07
   Additional Information:   
   Online Giving* 6,663.00  
   * The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but is incorporated 
in the other income categories. 

If you have questions, please contact the Budget Committee Chair, Elder 
Lorenzo Clayton, 541-0101.

August 2019

October 4:  Sand Dollars 
The Sand Dollars will meet at the church on Friday, October 4, 
at 6:30 pm for dinner and a meeting. If you are a family (children 
included), couple, or single adult and would like to share a meal in 
a very relaxed atmosphere with Christian fellowship, please come 
and join us. If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Skippers, Brenda and Joe Fedak, 233-1213 or Jan and Dennis 
Nevois, 277-4383. 

Saturday, November 9:  Annual Veterans’ Pancake Breakfast 
from 8:00-11:00 am in Eversull Hall. Come try our delicious 
breakfast and enjoy the fellowship. As always, all of your donations 
will be used throughout the year to support Veterans and needy 
organizations in our community. Hope you can join us!

Sunday, November 10:  Veterans’ Day Sunday
In commemoration of Veterans’ Day this year, we will be gathering 
information about World War II-era veterans for inclusion on a 
digital “Wall of Honor” to be displayed in Cornell Commons on 
Sunday, November 10. There will be worship bulletin inserts on 
September 29, October 6 and 13 requesting information about 
surviving veterans as well as ancestors/family members who 
served either on the home front or in the European or Pacific 
Theatre of Operations during World War II. Please furnish the 
requested information during worship or in the collection box on 
the front desk no later than October 15. Please call Amy and Sam 
Brummitt, 235-4226, should you have any questions.  

November is a special month for all veterans, and we thank you 
for your continued support of your FUPC Veterans’ Life Group. 
~ Blessings, Ken Stange & Shawn Lankford

October 11:  Merry Mates
Merry Mates will gather on Friday, October 11, at 6:00 pm in Eversull 
Hall for dinner and a program. Jenny Rea, a former Choir Scholar, 
will show slides and share what she learned and experienced on 
her study trip to Italy. She will also sing a few songs! Any and all 
are invited to come enjoy good food and fellowship! For more 
information, contact Erma Jean and Dale Vandiver, 233-6833. 

October 19:  Helmsmen
The Helmsmen will gather on Saturday, October 19, in Eversull Hall 

Adult Fellowship
for a night of Christian fellowship and a potluck dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:00 pm followed by a presentation from the Belleville 
Police Department on “Home Safety” and then our regular business 
meeting. These monthly gatherings, as well as our weekly Friday 
night dining at various local restaurants, are open to anyone who 
would like to join us. For monthly meeting information, contact 
Chuck or Karen Thurig, 277-8493. For the Friday dinners, contact 
Frank Carter, 628-1893.

October 19:  October Annual Fall Bonfire
The Sand Dollars will have their annual fall bonfire on Saturday, 
October 19, beginning at 5:00 pm at the home of Sheila and Dave 
Misselhorn. If you are a family (children included), couple or single 
adult you are welcome to join us for this enjoyable event. Anyone 
interested, please contact Sheila, 791-5156, or Dave, 978-2474, 
Misselhorn.

October 21:  Family Stories Life Group
The Family Stories Group will meet on October 21, at 9:00 am, at 
Coffee With Christ Café, 6 Wade Square, Belleville. Come join us to 
listen and be inspired by some great stories and to share your own 
if you wish. Our discussion starter is “It takes a village….”

Tuesday, October 22 (*Note new day and date):  
Faith in Fiction
We will discuss Disappointment River, Finding and 
Losing the Northwest Passage by Brian Castner. 
This is an historic narrative and travel memoir 
of North American exploration. Fourteen years 
before Lewis and Clark, Mackenzie set off to cross 
the continent of North America with a team of 
voyageurs and Chipewyan guides in an attempt to find a trade 
route to the riches of the East. What he found was a river that he 
named “Disappointment.” Mackenzie died thinking he had failed. 
He was wrong. We will meet Tuesday, October 22, at 9:00 am. If you 
have questions, contact Susy Rybicki at 792-9458.

October 22:  Potlucks with a Purpose
The Potlucks with a Purpose group will have its quarterly meeting 
on Tuesday, October 22, at 6:30 pm in Eversull Hall. The “PWAP” 
group is always happy to welcome any women who want to attend. 
We each bring a dish to share (whatever you wish, serving about 
6-8 people). Then we donate our “Dining Out” dollars to a worthy 
cause. Even if you are unable to bring food, come anyway.  We’d 
love to have you there. There will be a speaker from the Hawthorn 
Leadership School for Girls, in St. Louis, to tell us about their 
mission, goals, and successes. I hope we will consider this group 
for our next donation. At our last meeting, we donated the money 
collected to Sleep in Heavenly Peace, a national organization, with a 
local chapter in Collinsville. They make and provide children’s beds 
at no charge for needy kids. The donation was much appreciated.

Plan to attend the October meeting; come around 5:45 if you’d 
care to come early and help set up. Bring ideas for donations 
and a story to tell about your mother or father. For questions, 
please contact Sheila Misselhorn, misselhorn417@gmail.com or  
791-5156. No need to RSVP, though. Just come and enjoy!



On Saturday, September 14, First United won the 
Beacon 5K Run/Walk Church Participation Trophy for 

the seventh year in a row! Congratulations to the fifteen 
participants, and one dog, who represented FUPC in this 
fund-raising event for Beacon Ministries’ efforts in the 
community. 

Congratulations to FUPC’s new Cursillistas: Sammylane 
Wirth, Ron Lanter, and Sharon Gaskill. Cursillo #37 

was held on August 22-25 at Todd Hall. They join the 150 
FUPC Cursillistas who previously participated. Please 
allow these participants to share their experiences with 
you. 

Flu season has come earlier this year. Parish 
Nurse, Joyce Lied, sends a reminder to get 

your flu shot as soon as possible. The shots are 
offered at many locations. Share love, kindness 
and compassion, but avoid sharing germs. 
Please remember to wash hands often. 

The  FUPC  golf  team  finished  in  1st  place  in  the  2019  Belleville  Area 
Church Golf League. Ten players represented First United in the ten-

team league: Tom Bates, Mike Cassano, Don Darnell, Dwight Lied, Kevin 
Meder, Bob Meinders, Dave Misselhorn, Jim Nicholas, Kyle Rogier, and Pete 
Thompson. For most of the season, First United went back and forth with 
Fairview Heights/First Baptist  for  1st  and 2nd place; we entered  the final 
night of play one point behind FHFB. Our team swept all four of the matches 
and as a result, won the season by one point!

I want to thank all of the team members for their dedication to the season. A major reason for our 1st 
place finish is we only had one forfeit the entire year! ~ Respectfully submitted, Don Darnell

Beacon 5K - FUPC Wins #7

New FUPC Cursillistas

Remember Your Flu Shot!

First United Golf Team Takes First Place!
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1
9:30 am Quilters 
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Bible Study with 
  Pastor Rob
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
4:00 pm Member Connections
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework and 
  Games
6:00 pm Children and Youth 
  Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
10:00 am Equipping Team
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
4:45 pm Adult Ed Team 
  Meeting
6:00 pm Preschool Open 
  House

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 4
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
6:30 pm Sand Dollars

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
World Communion Sunday
8:00 am Worship 
9:15 Confirmation Class
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Bible Study with 
  Pastor Rob 
7:00 pm Session

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
1:00 pm Personnel Committee
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework and 
  Games
6:00 pm Children and Youth 
  Supper
7:00 pm Deacons
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 10
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (Belleville Denny’s)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
7:00 pm Lydia Circle

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 11
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
6:00 pm Merry Mates
7:00 pm KIX Lock-in 
7:00 pm MaryMarthas

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (O’Fallon Denny’s) 
8:00 am KIX Lock-in Ends
9:00 am Church Work Day

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am FUPC 101 Class
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Youth Ministries

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
7:00 pm Trustees

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
11:30 am Lamplighters at The 
  Colonnade
5:30 pm Budget/Finance 
  Committee
5:45 pm Christian Education 
  Committee
6:00 pm Bible Study with 
  Pastor Rob

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
Steeple Deadline 
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
11:30 am Hannah Circle
5:00 pm Worship Committee
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Feeding the 14,000
7:45 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
6:00 pm PYC Lock-in

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
9:00 am PYC Lock-in Ends
9:30 am Chapel Cleaning
5:00 pm Sand Dollars’ Fall 
  Bonfire at the Misselhorns’
6:00 pm Helmsmen

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am FUPC 101 Class
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship / Quilt Raffle 
  Drawing
11:45 am Evangelism 
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21
9:00 am Family Stories Life 
  Group (Off-site)
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
9:00 am Faith in Fiction (Note: 
  New Day)
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Bible Study with 
  Pastor Rob
6:30 Potlucks with a Purpose

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework and 
  Games
6:00 pm Children and Youth 
  Supper
6:00 pm Mission Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
8:30 am Project Compassion 
  Day

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am FUPC 101 Class
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29
9:30 am Quilters 
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Bible Study with 
  Pastor Rob

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework and 
  Games
6:00 pm Children and Youth 
  Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

Calendar of Events October 2019
 

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

November 2-3
Woodcarver’s Show

November 3
All Saints’ Sunday

November 9
Pancake Breakfast 

Sponsored by 
Veterans’ Group

November 9
TIM Adventure 

Day

November 10
Veterans 

Recognized

November 23
Fall Quilt Camp

November3
Daylight Saving 

Time Ends

Third Quarter Giving 
Statements Watch 
for your Third Quarter 
Giving Statement 
around the middle 
of October. If you 
have not received 
yours by October 
20, let the Church 
Office know! Please 
feel free to call the 
Financial Secretary, 
Cara, between 12:30-
4:30 pm, if you have 
questions or concerns 
about your report.

Legacy   Have you 
remembered First 
United in your estate 
plans?
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OUR STAFF

Event:  
FUPC Feeding the 14,000

Date:  
Wednesday October 16, 2019

Time: 
5:30 pm - 7:45 pm

Location:  
FUPC Gym


