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November 4
All Saints’ Day
8:00 & 10:30 am
The Saints
(Show and Tell)
John 11:32-44
November 11
8:00 & 10:30 am
The Sacrifice
(Show and Tell)
Philippians 2:1-11
November 18
The Faith
(Show and Tell)
Matthew 5:13-16
November 25
The Gratitude
(Show and Tell)
Colossians 3:15-17
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Show and Tell

W

hen I was a kid, we had “show and tell” on a regular basis. I had
two default options that always seemed to get me a good grade:
science experiments and magic tricks. Why did I always do one of these?
The reason was that I had science kits and magic kits at home. It was
soooo easy to just whip out one of the kits, pick an experiment/trick,
and then perform it for the group. I did it because I had options all ready
to go. With little effort in the moment, I could have a big impact and do
a good job.

I

think our church should start making “faith sharing kits.” Wouldn’t it
be great to make sharing our faith or living out our faith easier? As faith
is less and less a default for people today, we are needed more and more
out in the world. We are needed to show and tell the faith. I wonder what
would be in one of these “faith sharing kits.” Bible? Pictures of relatives
with strong faith? Collections of stories about all the great ways God is
active in the world today? Quick and easy ideas for being a blessing to
others?

W

hat would be in your “faith sharing kit?” What would make it
easier for you to share the faith that is implanted in you? If you
come up with an idea, let me know. We would be happy to help you get
your kit ready.
In Christ,
Pastor Rob
Welcome New Members!
On Sunday, October 14,
these new members were
received by Reaffirmation
of Faith:
Left: Eric White
Right: Tony Zeigler
Please say, “Hello,” and
make them feel welcome!

Pastor Appreciation Sunday
I feel so blessed to serve this church with its strong
sense of caring for each other and reaching out
to serve in the community. They also take very
good care of me and my family. And next week
they will celebrate our new Associate Pastor when
she arrives next Sunday! More celebrations! More
cake! ~ Pastor Rob
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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Family News

Information current as of October 24
In Our Prayers

Nicole Breining
Inez Bridges
Irene Coverdell
Marguerite French
Sue Hall
Helen Handley-Fabre
Norma Jackson
June & Gene Johnson
Lucile Katty

Albert Killmeier (Marti
Gibson’s brother)
Henri & Ted Lawrence
Evelyn Meyer
Marion Medical Mission
Volunteer Teams
Lane Miller
Mary Ellen Pollock
Nancy Reinecker

Sandy & Don Rhodes
Rose & Vee Safarian
Marge Schanuel
Steve Schmidt
Wanda Lee Schmidt
Michelle Stange
Isabelle Vogel
Will Weeks
All world leaders

Our Deepest Sympathy

Our enemies
Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers
Presbyterian
Community
Preschool

Our efforts to grow
spiritually
Our efforts to express
our faith clearly
Our efforts to discover
& use our spiritual gifts
Our efforts to serve the
community

Our efforts to care for
one another
Our efforts to reach new
believers
People who are
depressed and anxious

Flu Shots
Parish Nurse Joyce Lied reminds everyone to get their flu shot
as soon as possible. The flu season has come earlier this year.
There are many locations offering them. Share love, kindness and
compassion, but avoid sharing germs. Please remember to wash
hands often. ~ Joyce Lied, Parish Nurse

For Mary Isom and family on the
death of her husband, Jerry Isom,
who died on September 29 in
Belleville. For the family and friends
of Jim Younger who died on
October 17 in Effingham, Illinois.

Ministering to God’s People
November 4
USHERING 8:00 am
Betty Scherrer
Kathy Schmidt
USHERING 10:30 am
Adrian Croissant
Ally Dyer
Nathan Dyer
Will Gagen
Mike Giles
Susy Rybicki
Colin Wiltsie
Zack Tambala
LITURGIST
Dick Palmer
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Danny Halel
COUNTERS
Donna Bock
Dawn Sitton
COFFEE HOUR
Volunteers Needed
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach

November 11
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan Bainter
Lou Stark
USHERING 10:30 am
Lorenzo Clayton
Shawn Lankford
Joyce & Dwight Lied
Diane Richardson
Ken Stange
ACOLYTES
Ryley Breece
Rachel Lankford
LITURGIST
John Mann
AMBASSADOR
Volunteer Needed
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
Roger Cox
Kevin Meder
COFFEE HOUR
Veterans’ Group
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala

November 18
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Brian Allen
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Amber Lankford
Shawn Lankford
Bruce Reeder
Larry Scott
ACOLYTES
Ryley Breece
Rachel Lankford
LITURGIST
Melissa Epps
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pam Halel
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
Roger Cox
Kevin Meder
COFFEE HOUR
Volunteers Needed
SOUND OPERATOR
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach

November 25
USHERING 8:00 am
Terri & Dan O’Saben
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Grace Farinas
Dan Harres
Grace Kearns
Marissa Kearns
John Mann
ACOLYTES
Lily Mokriakow
Trent Mokriakow
LITURGIST
Joe Fedak
AMBASSADOR
Sharon Gaskill
PHONE
Linda Gurr
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox
COUNTERS
Roger Cox
Kevin Meder
COFFEE HOUR
Potlucks with a Purpose
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala

November 2: November Gathering
Presbyterian Women (PW) will gather on Friday,
November 2, at 11:30 am in Eversull Hall for lunch
and a program. Lydia Circle will host, and the lunch
cost will be $5. Gerry Hasenstab, Executive Director
of the Catholic Urban Programs, will give an update on the food
pantry where items collected through GAMAM are distributed.
Women are asked to bring items on the November GAMAM menu
to send back to the food pantry! The Thank Offering will also be
collected and dedicated. (See below for more details.) Reservations
should be made by Monday, October 29, by calling the Church
Office, 233-0295, or by signing up through your PW Circle.
Thank Offering to Be Collected at November Gathering
The Thank Offering has long been a tradition of Presbyterian
Women. It has provided and continues to provide much-needed
financial assistance to numerous worthwhile programs not
included in ongoing PC(USA) General Assembly mission support.
Each year, domestic and international projects are carefully and
prayerfully selected by the Creative Ministries Offering Committee
to help meet a crucial need. 40% of this offering is used to support
hospitals and community health programs that place priority in
helping the neediest members of God’s community. The remaining
60% is used for new creative ideas for mission, undesignated in
advance. The generosity of Presbyterian women and their families
and congregations, as demonstrated through their Thank Offering
gifts, help chosen recipients find real solutions for projects related
to health, education, economic development and needs of women
and children.
Presbyterian Women’s Circles in November
A circle is a small group of women who meet monthly. In each
circle, faith is nurtured and growth takes place through worship,
Bible study, fellowship and outreach. There are three circles which
meet at different times and days. These circles are open to all
women.
Thursday, November 8: Lydia Circle: 7:00 pm
Wednesday, November 14: Hannah Circle: 11:30 am (note
date change)
Tuesday, November 20: Lamplighters Circle: 1:00 pm
For more information, contact PW Moderator, Rosemary Ehrstein,
235-4850.
Additional Dates
• November 30: PW Coordinating Team Meeting, 9:30 am
• December 7: December Gathering
Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu above suggests
non-perishable items to buy during November. All items collected
are taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank which ministers
to families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow GAMAM bag or fill your
own bag and bring the items to the church. Monetary gifts are also
welcome; make checks payable to First United Presbyterian with
the memo to PW GAMAM.
Did you receive your Bakeless Bake Sale envelope?
In October, all women of the church were invited to donate to the

Menu for November
Canned Chicken

Additional Items:
Personal Hygiene Month

Brown or White Rice

Shampoo & Conditioner

Canned Green Vegetable
(low or no salt)

Soap
Deodorant

Biscuit Mix
(no eggs required)
Powdered Milk
Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women’s Bakeless Bake Sale. Please remember this fall
project by making your contribution – the price you would have
paid to bake a pie or cake. Envelopes will be distributed during
the month and can be returned to the Church Office or dropped in
the Sunday offering plate. Funds raised through the Bakeless Bake
Sale are used to help support the mission and work of Presbyterian
Women.
Cap and Mitten Trees
Don’t forget to start collecting those warm items for the children at
Kindercottage. See the article on page 9.
Presbyterian Children’s Home: Donate Christmas Gifts
See the article on page 9 and provide Christmas presents for boys
and girls ages 10-21 who reside in the Presbyterian Children’s
Home in Farmington, Missouri.
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Presbyterian Women

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

PW Day Out Presbyterian Women enjoyed an educational and
fun day out at the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis. Two special
exhibits viewed were “Muny Memories – 100 Seasons Onstage” and
“The 1904 World’s Fair: Looking Back at Looking Forward.”

Adult Discipleship
Pastor’s Class: Basics of the Faith
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Vista Room, 206)
• November 11: FUPC 101 – What We Believe
This is a great class for new people looking to learn more about our
church. Also great for long-time members looking for a refresher!
This is the first in a two-week series. This week we will chat about
what we believe about God, church, faith, etc. Explore what
Presbyterian Christians believe and the basic faith teachings of our
church.
• November 18: FUPC 101 – Our Church’s Mission and How to
Get Connected
Another great class for new people exploring or long-time
members getting better connected. This week we will explain the
particular goals and mission of FUPC as we are seeking to glorify
God through our church’s worship and activities and how we help
each other get connected to activities, ministries and meaningful
experiences within our church.
• November 25: Coffee Chat with Pastor Rob
Come spend an hour asking questions and chatting about
whatever the group wants to discuss with Pastor Rob Dyer.
Adulting
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
Join this group of adults each Sunday morning as they use various
media and discussion topics to share where God is in their lives
and seek to figure out how God is calling them to live, act, and be.
• November 4: Thought provoking conversation led by Keely Giles
• November 11: Discussion of a podcast led by Diane Winland
• November 18: Discussion of a movie led by Andy Link
• November 25: Open Discussion

Thoughtful Christian Gathering
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Conference Room, 200)
• November 4: Meet John Calvin
Through this study, Roger Doll will help participants become
familiar with some of John Calvin’s theological contributions to the
church, including his views on Scripture, the goodness of God, sin,
redemption in Jesus Christ, salvation as a gift of grace, the work
of the Holy Spirit, and the church. There will also be discussion to
discern Calvin’s influence on participants’ own theology and life.
• November 11: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi
With Dan Harres leading, participants will explore the messages
of three prophets of the Persian period. Group members will hear
what each prophet had to say to the people of his day, who were
rebuilding after the great loss and destruction of the Babylonian
exile. Participants will also hear what these three prophets have to
say to God’s people today.
• November 18: Hosea, Amos, and Micah: Three Important
Minor Prophets
Who were they and what did they say? Lorenzo Clayton will lead
participants in exploring the lives and the messages of three of
the Minor Prophets of the Old Testament to hear what they had to
say to the people of their day and what they have to say to God’s
people today.
• November 25: Repentance: Faith, Holiness, and Love
Jim Nicholas will lead week 1 of this Advent study. We will never
“get it” at Christmas unless we repent, unless we “prepare him
room.” Participants will explore the concept of repentance through
the story of John the Baptist and his message, reflect on their
own experience of repentance, and consider the related ideas of
forgiveness and restoration.

Adult Fellowship
November 9: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will gather on Friday, November 9, at 6:00 pm in
Eversull Hall for dinner and the program, “Unexpected Changes.”
Bring your friends and introduce them to Merry Mates! For more
information, contact Bruce Reeder, 559-5988.
November 14: Faith in Fiction
Kisses from Katie by Katie Davis Majors is an uplifting
story of eighteen-year-old Katie. After a mission trip,
she decides to leave everything she knows to help
the children in Uganda. We will meet Wednesday,
November 14, at 9:00 am. If you have questions,
call Susy Rybicki, 792-9458.
November 17: Helmsmen
The Helmsmen Mariners will gather on Saturday, November17, for
a night of Christian fellowship and a potluck dinner in Eversull Hall.
Dinner begins at 6:00 pm followed by a presentation from the SWIC
Speakers’ Series and our regular business meeting. Our monthly
gatherings and weekly Friday night dinners at local restaurants are
open to everyone - please join us! For meeting information, contact
John or Dee Mann, 624-3040; for the Friday dinners, contact Frank
Carter, 628-1893.
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November 17: Holiday Quilt Camp
The FUPC Quilters will have their Holiday Quilt Camp on Saturday,
November 17, from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Anyone looking for a
smaller quilt project, this is the quilt camp for you! We will make
a holiday table runner (also called a mantle cover). There is no fee,
however, bring your own supplies. Non-FUPC friends are welcome!
Come learn about this historic, proud skill and how we keep it alive
one quilt at a time! Look on the Front Desk for the signup sheet,
supply list, and a picture of the project. For additional information,
seek out an FUPC Quilter. Happy quilting!
November 28: Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry continues to provide comfort through
gifting beautiful hand-crafted shawls. We have now topped 1800
gifted! Contact the Church Office or Betty McRoberts if you know
someone who could use the comfort the shawls offer. We welcome
anyone who would like to join us in this very rewarding effort; we
meet the fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 am at the home
of Betty McRoberts. Contact Betty, 235-3197, for information.
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The
Rev.
Alexandra
Lysdahl
First United is excited to welcome our
new Associate Pastor, Rev. Alexandra
(Alex) Lysdahl. Alex grew up in Peoria,
Illinois. She graduated from Coe College
(Cedar Rapids, Iowa) with a Bachelor
of Arts, majoring in Sociology and
Religion. While there she was heavily
involved in InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship. Her call to ministry led her to complete a Master of
Divinity at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan
and a Master of Social Work from Grand Valley State University in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. While studying for her master’s degrees,
she was able to engage in ministry in a number of settings
including college campus ministry, chaplaincy with the retired
community, and as a social worker at a skilled nursing facility. In
2016, Alex moved back to Peoria with her husband, Zach. She has
been serving as a hospital chaplain and a licensed social worker
at a dialysis clinic for the past few years. She is passionate about
meeting people where they are and caring for all of God’s people.
Alex enjoys spending time in God’s creation, baking, gardening,
and trying new things. She is also a McAlister’s tea aficionado.
Pastor Alex is excited about church ministry!
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Meet Our New Associate Pastor!

Spirit. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the
Spirit is one of the three persons of the
Trinity. The Holy Spirit is God’s ongoing
work, renewing us and restoring us in
the already and not yet nature of the
kingdom of God. When Jesus gave his disciples the Holy Spirit, the
Spirit was and is a gift, to be with us until the end of time.
The Bible, Old Testament and New Testament, is the word of God for
the people of God. I believe that while written by human hands, the
Bible is the inspired word from God. The Bible is the word, used to
guide, teach, and grow us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through
scripture, we are reminded of who we are, what we are to do, where
we come from, and why we are here. When we share the bread and
wine with other believers in communion, we are reminded of the
greater church into which have been adopted through the waters
of baptism. The Church is larger than a four-walled building; it is the
entire body of believers throughout time. As Christians, we are united
by the Spirit, and called into one hope, and our hope is in Jesus Christ.
I believe that there are two sacraments in which God calls us to
participate: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. In our baptism, we are:
united with Christ in his death and resurrection, cleansed, bestowed
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and have new birth. As we live into our
baptism, we come to the Lord’s Table with the community of believers.
We remember the ultimate sacrifice Jesus Christ made for us on the
cross, we join in community with believers from all times and from
all places, and we have hope that one day we will feast with Christ
at the heavenly table. I believe we come to the table in celebration of
what Christ has already accomplished, in fellowship with the body of
believers, and with hopeful hearts of the kingdom yet to come.

Statement of Faith:						
I believe in God the Father God, the God who created the world and
all that is in it. God created people in God’s image. I believe God made
the earth, and charged humans to be stewards of it. We must respect
God’s creation and care for it. I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God
the Father. Jesus was sent to earth by the Father; incarnate. He is
fully divine and fully human. He is one person of the Trinity: the Son.
Though we are broken, and sinners, Jesus’ death and resurrection is
how we are able to have relationship with the Father through the
Spirit. Believing in Christ, we are saved, and nothing can separate
us from God. It is by no work of our own that we have been saved
or have faith, but by God’s grace through Jesus Christ and the Holy
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I believe, that at the end of life, we die an earthly death, but we have
the promise of eternity with God. We know that Jesus will come back,
there will be judgement, and redemption. We do not know the exact
time, and we do not know all the details, but we live by faith and know
that death on this earth is a death that unites us with our Creator.

International Mission Festival:
On October 7, the
International Mission Festival (IMF) was held during the hospitality
hour. Two vendors sold crafts: Fair Trade with items from Peru and
Hines Uganda Ministries. Special treats were enjoyed, from the
countries FUPC supports with missionary efforts. The Commons
was decorated with flags to promote our international missions.

Belleville Helping Belleville 2018 Once again over twenty
people from FUPC participated in projects for the annual Belleville
Helping Belleville. Multiple projects throughout the city included
the creation of a dog-walking trail at the Belleville Area Humane
Society, painting the Belleville Christkindlmarkt chalets and
removing invasive
sp ecies
and
planting native
plants at the
Signal Hill outdoor
c l a s s ro o m . T h e
Mission Committee
would like to
thank all who
participated in this
work day.

TIM Adventure Day

2018 Golf for Youth

The TIM Adventure Day was filled with all sorts of stops.
They headed to a corn maze finding that the path less
traveled could get you lost into a whole other section
that was supposed to be a haunted corn maze! Other
activities had the youth and leaders bouncing and
swinging around. Frozen custard and a full dinner from
the Chuckwagon were highlights with the evening ending
at the church for charades, bonfire, s’mores and more fun!

A big thank you to all who
played, volunteered or donated
to the Annual Clarence Voigt
Memorial Golf Tournament at
Stonewolf Golf Course. Twentytwo golfers participated and
over $1,900 was raised for
youth activities. Special thanks
to Dennis Hubbard, Kevin
Meder, and Dave Misselhorn
for their help planning the
event and to Bob Samples who
began the outing 16 years ago!
~ Don Darnell

1st Place “A” Flight: Dan Wagner, Bill
Kreeb, Bob Meinders
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1st Place “B” Flight: Roger Cox, Mike
Cox, Kevin Meder, Joe Harnist

(Above, left) Closest to Pin, Hole #6: Bob
Meinders ; (Above, right) Closest to Pin,
Hole #17: Rick Cobb
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Children & Youth Life
Sunday Mornings for Children & Youth (9:15 am)
On Sundays, there are classes for students ages 3 through high
school. Childcare is available for infants and toddlers all morning
at First United.
• For ages 3 – PreK: Preschool Sunday School Class
This class is for children who have turned 3 through prekindergarten. Caring teaching teams use curriculum based on
biblical stories. The sessions incorporate a wide range of activities
such as storytelling, music, crafts, and movement.
• For grades K-5: FaithQuest
FaithQuest is the Sunday morning program for children in
kindergarten through grade 5. Recognizing that children learn
differently and through repetition, major Bible stories and
concepts are taught using activities that actively engage all
the senses. Students hear the same Bible lesson as they “rotate”
through different learning areas to experience the story through
several different ways. During November, students will focus on
Moses and the Ten Commandments.
• For grades 6-8: KIX (Kids in Christ) Sunday School
This group meets in a room specifically set aside for them. These
students delve more deeply into the meaning of the Bible,
expanding their knowledge. Another very important component
is the fellowship they share, discussing their everyday joys and
challenges with each other.
• For grades 9-12: TIM (Teens In Ministry) Sunday School
Teens meet in a room specifically set aside for them. Students
participate in discussions and Bible study each week. They use a
variety of curricula, all designed to help them continue growing in
their knowledge of God’s work.
Sunday Mornings for Children during 10:30 Worship
Children’s Chapel, for ages 3 through 3rd grade
First United recognizes the importance of even our youngest
members experiencing worship with the rest of our faith
community. During the 10:30 worship service, all children ages
3 and up attend the first part of the worship service with their
families. After the pastor shares time with the children, students
ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to leave with adult Worship
Leaders and Greeters to attend their own carefully designed, age
appropriate worship time in Children’s Chapel. Parents are also
always welcome to keep their children with them in worship. During
November, the children will hear the stories of The Promised Land;
The Temple, A House for God; Exile and Return; How the Church
Tells Time and The Prophets Show the Way to Bethlehem.
Wednesday Evenings for Children at FUPC
The Christian Education Committee offers three programs for
children on Wednesday evenings. For more information on these
groups, contact Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Education.
• For Infants through 3 years old: GLC (God’s Loving Care)
(5:30-8:00 pm) In addition to lots of TLC (tender loving care), there
is play time, Bible story time, and a response activity. They join
older children and youth for dinner.
• For ages 4 – 2nd grade: GFF (God’s Faithful Friends)
(5:30-7:30) Students gather for Bible story time, game time,
response time with craft or service, dinner, and worship.
• For grades 3-5: PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club)
(5:30-7:30 pm) For PYCers, there is game time, dinner, worship,

Bible study time, service opportunities and lots of fellowship.
• Homework Club (7:30-8:00) is provided for those in GFF and
PYC with older siblings in KIX/TIM or whose parents are in choir.
Students should bring homework or a book.
• No children’s groups on Wednesday, November 21. Happy
Thanksgiving!
Wednesday Evenings for Youth at FUPC
The Youth Ministries Committee offers programs on Wednesdays
for youth in grades 6-12. For more information on these programs,
contact, Kaitie Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries.
• For grades 6-8: KIX (Kids in Christ)
• For grades 9-12: TIM (Teens in Ministry)
The typical schedule for KIX and TIM is (5:30-6:00 pm) Homework
and Games;* (6:00-6:30 pm) Dinner; (6:30-7:30 pm) Worship/
Discussion; (7:30-8:00 pm) Homework and Games* (*Arrive early
or stay late for games, fellowship or doing homework.)
• No youth groups on Wednesday, November 21. Happy
Thanksgiving!
Youth Bus Transportation on Wednesdays
Bus transportation to the church is available for PYC, KIX and
TIM participants. If you need a ride, please contact Kaitie Kautz,
233-0295 or kkautz@firstunitedpres.org.
November 9-10: KIX Lock-In
Our evening will start at 7:00 pm on Friday night and conclude at
9:00 am on Saturday morning. Be on the lookout for more details.
November 14: Summer Trip Early Bird Deadline
Thought about summer yet? Early bird deposit of $100 for the TIM
mission trip to Garnett, Kansas, or for the KIX trip to Great Escape,
is due. After this date, the price increases $50. You won’t want to
miss out on either of these life-changing experiences! Scholarships
are available!
2019 Youth Triennium (High School Students)
The theme of the 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium gets right
to the heart of the matter. Drawing from the words of the hymn,
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, “Here’s My Heart” expresses our
deepest desire to be part of something bigger and more beautiful
than the tiny flicker of our own candle. It speaks of passion and
identity. It speaks of purpose and action.
Quick Details:
• Triennium Dates: July 16 - 19, 2019
• Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana
• Deadline to Register: December 19, 2018
• Cost: $191/per participant
Total cost breakdown, roughly, is $191 paid by participant,
$212 paid by the home church, and $235 paid by the
Presbytery.
• Payment: after participants have filled out the registration form,
they can send their check to the presbytery office OR complete
online payment
• Questions? Rev. Mel Smith is the Registrar for the presbytery and
can be reached by email at msmith@laduechapel.org.

Ways to Serve and Give
Stewardship Moment: A Season of Gratitude

The definition of stewardship is as varied as those who seek its true
meaning. One place to start our understanding of stewardship is
with the recognition, enhancement, management and sharing
of our blessings, talents and abilities. Our abilities may not yet be
evident to us and may mature as we travel on our faith journey.
Many of us may explore various jobs, vocations or an avocation
as we seek a calling aligned with God’s purpose for the gifts and
talents with which we have been blessed. While we are reminded
that salvation is through God’s grace, it is our “expression of
salvation” through our actions in the world that allows us to answer
God’s call. Pastor Rob has suggested that we seek eyes that really
see. We are asked to try to see the world through God’s eyes and by
being the hands and feet of Christ.
As we make our year-end plans regarding our unfinished business
and prepare for the upcoming holidays and the coming season
of Advent, it is fitting that we start Thanksgiving with “a season
of gratitude” for blessings received and the wonders yet to be
revealed. Enjoy each moment. ~ The Stewardship Committee
December 1: Hanging of the Greens
If you like to decorate for Christmas, join us at
9:00 am on December 1. If there are jobs you have
done faithfully through the years, we welcome you
back. Or, if you’re not sure what you can do, come
anyway, and we will find a task for you. A potluck
lunch will be served at 12:00 pm. Please bring a
favorite lunch item to share: soup, chili, hot dogs
and buns or dessert. A volunteer familiar with the kitchen will be
needed to help organize lunch. Mark your calendar and help us
prepare our church for this most blessed seasons of Advent and
Christmas. For more information, contact Sharon Scott, 407-1095,
or sharon@heathsells.com. ~ Thank you!
December 23: Christmas Cantata
Thanksgiving is still weeks away, but the Chancel Choir will soon
begin preparing for this year’s Christmas Cantata! On December
23, the choir will present a collection of familiar carols and
poignant readings designed to illuminate the true meaning of the
traditional Advent candles: Peace, Hope, Joy and Love.
Consider joining the choir to share your gifts and talents during
this season of giving. Because it can be difficult to make a yearround commitment to sing in the choir, this can be your chance to
experience the joy of worshiping through music. Rehearsals are on
Wednesday (7:00-8:15 pm). Rehearsals for the cantata will begin
on November 7. Please join us! ~ Andy Jensen, Director of Music
Christmas Blessings for Others
1) Presbyterian Children’s Home: Christmas Presents
On Sunday, November 18, Presbyterian Women will hang
ornaments on wooden trees in the Commons and outside the
Chapel. You are invited to take an ornament and purchase the
Christmas gift item for a boy or girl in the Presbyterian Children’s
Home. Please return all items by Sunday, December 9, unwrapped
or with gift bags.

The Presbyterian Children’s Home is a Residential Treatment
Center serving boys and girls ages 10-21; the home is located in
Farmington, Missouri. Children come under care for a number of
reasons. Often it’s because they have been abused, neglected or
abandoned. Many struggle with depression and anxiety. Some
exhibit harmful behavior because of exposure to substance abuse,
domestic violence or other trauma during their childhood. A team
of professionals works with each child to create a plan of treatment.
The children reside in a safe, monitored and structured roundthe-clock care program while they receive therapy, nurture and
guidance. The children are assigned a mentor who spends time
with them each week doing a variety of activities, including taking
them to community events. Giving the children the opportunity
to explore their spirituality is also a focus of the program. They
may attend chapel services as well as attend local churches in the
community. Another main component of this program is providing
therapeutic recreation as well as vocational opportunities – both
on and off campus. They may attend the local school and move
into a cottage with other teens and adult supervision. Eventually,
with hard work and compassion, some children are able to return
home. Others move into a facility with a less restrictive living
arrangement, such as one of our Transitional Living homes.
2) Cap and Mitten Trees
Join Presbyterian Women in contributing warm,
comfortable caps, hats, gloves and mittens
for the little ones, infant through school age, at
Kindercottage. On November 25, there will be a tree
outside the Chapel and one in the Sanctuary Narthex. The
trees will be up through Sunday, December 9. Located in East
St. Louis, Kindercottage is one of the ministries First United has
supported for many years.
Candy Ministry
It’s that time of year…bulk candy time! Do you have leftover
Halloween candy? Think about donating it to Youth Ministries. One
of the simple ministries Kaitie Kautz does is to have a basket of
candy in her office. From people stopping in on a Sunday morning,
to those who arrive for homework and games before youth group
on a Wednesday night, the candy provides an opportunity for
connection. Thank you for your contributions.
Attendance & Giving: September 2018
Date
Worship
		
Attendance
09.02.18
239
09.09.18
294
09.16.18
322
09.23.18
307
09.30.18
281
			
			
			

Pledges & Contributions
as of September 30, 2018
Pledged
$40,737.00
Unpledged
9,069.00
Loose Offerings
916.90
Per Capita
101.00
Schnucks eScrip Cards
55.66
Capital Campaign Funds 13,021.25
Additional Information:
Online Giving*
5,935.41

* The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but is incorporated
in the other income categories.
If you have questions, please contact the Budget Committee Chair, Elder
Lorenzo Clayton, 541-0101.

Announcements

November 3 - 4: 2018 Woodcarvers’ Show
The Annual Holzschnitzers Show, now called The
Midwestern Woodcarvers, will hold their 48th annual
show the first weekend in November at the Belle-Clair
Exposition Hall. The hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on
Saturday, November 3, and 10:00 am to 4:00 pm on
Sunday, November 4. Tickets are $3.00 if purchased in
advance or $4.00 if purchased at the door. For advance
tickets, contact John & Dee Mann, Don Lougeay or any
Helmsmen. We hope to see you there!
Veterans Life Group: Events
Saturday, November 10: Veterans’ Pancake Breakfast
We look forward to our 3rd annual breakfast in Eversull
Hall from 8:00 am - 11:00 am. Last year was a great success,
and we look forward to sharing breakfast and fellowship
with our church family again this year. Guests are also
welcome. Service Flags and other memorabilia will be on
display. Donations are accepted to help fund our service
activities throughout the year.
Sunday, November 11: Veterans Day Service
We will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice
ending World War I by honoring the names of family
members who served in any nation during that war.
These names will be included in a memorial listing to
be displayed on that Sunday. Please e-mail name(s)
and nation(s) of service to Peter Dodge, peterjdodge@
gmail.com or call (734) 330-6776; you may also give
this information to LuAnn in the Church Office. As an
additional Veterans Day “Thank You,” we will serve cake in
the Commons AND have a Veterans Picture Board where
you can display your loved ones pictures.
As part of our overall Mission, this year we added an
additional focus to support our Church Active Duty
Military families. This has been well received and an
important aspect of honoring all those who currently
serve. If you are aware of families that could use some
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extra help while a spouse is deployed, please contact us,
314-791-5271.
Fellowship Breakfasts: Finally, we continue our popular
Fellowship Breakfasts on the second Thursday and second
Saturday of each month. Times and locations are always
published in the Steeple calendar and in church bulletins
or call, 314-791-5371. ALL church members are invited as
well as any guests.
Deacons Corner: Nooks and Crannies
Do you know there is a Deacons’ closet off the Commons
with medical equipment available to loan to you: crutches,
canes, wheelchairs, bath assistance, commodes and more.
Just ask at the Church Office.
Do you know that a prayer shawl already has prayers
prayed into it? Choose one for yourself or to gift; there
is no cost ever! Just ask at the Church Office or call Betty
McRoberts, 235-3197.
Do you know someone ill or housebound who would
enjoy cards, calls or perhaps visits? The Deacons do this!
Just ask at the Church Office or contact Dave Misselhorn,
dsmisselhorn@gmail.com.
Do you know the Transportation Ministry is available if
you need a ride for a medical appointment? The Deacons
do this, but please arrange one week in advance!
(Additional drivers always needed.) Contact Dave
Misselhorn, Dsmisselhorn@gmail.com
Christmas Season Worship
Please share these worship times with family and friends
as we move into the Advent Season.
Sunday, December 23: No Sunday School and one
service at 10:30 am for the Christmas Cantata
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve services at 4:00
and 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 30: No Sunday School and one
service at 10:30 am
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In memory of the Saints of God, those who have joined the Church Triumphant in the past year:
Allen (Mubba) Alberter
Agnes Antwi
Annah Banes
Jim Barton
Sharon Blackston
Rosemarie Brown
Jack Buente
David Bush
Tom Cahoon
Kathryn Dillon
Al Garner
Nancy Hilgard
Jane Johnson

Diana Koenig
Vernon Kombrink
Jerry Isom
John Johnson
Bonnie Krause
Bob Landes
Sherry Landes
Fred Leone
Wanda Leopold
Dorothy Martin
Donald McCrady
James Means
Marilyn Muehlhauser

Byron Nowak
Lucille Pressnell
Marianne Ramsey
Robert Schmale
Paul Seibert
Charles Shive
Myrna Stine
Ann Thomas
Thomas Tippett
Molly Unterbrink
Dean Wallen
Milt Walter
Fay Williams

Mary Ellen Whitmore
Carol Wilson
Jim Younger

November 2018

Calendar of Events
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
Available
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
11:30 am PW Gathering
6:30 pm Sand Dollars
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
9:00 am Woodcarvers Show
(Belle-Clair Fairgrounds)
9:30 am Presbytery Gathering
(Second Presbyterian Church
in St. Louis)
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
All Saints Sunday
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Confirmation Class
9:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am Woodcarvers Show
(Belle-Clair Fairgrounds)
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5
6:00 pm Membership
Committee
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
7:00 pm Preschool Board
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Evangelism
Committee
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
1:00 pm Personnel Committee
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Vision Team
5:30 pm Youth Homework &
Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth
Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
November 4: Time to
Change – Fall Back
Set your clocks back
one hour before you
go to bed on Saturday
night, November 3.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
7:30 am Veterans’ Group
Breakfast (Belleville Denny’s)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
Available
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
7:00 pm Lydia Circle
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9
6:00 pm Merry Mates
7:00 pm KIX Lock-in
7:00 pm MaryMarthas
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
8:00 am Pancake Breakfast
Sponsored by Veterans’ Group
9:00 am KIX Lock-in Over
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Veterans’ Day
8:00 am Worship and Veterans
Recognized
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship and
Veterans Recognized
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
7:00 pm Trustees
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:45 pm College & Young Adult
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Steeple Deadline
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Faith in Fiction
11:30 am Hannah Circle
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework &
Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth
Supper
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Deacons
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
Available
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
9:00 am Holiday Quilt Camp
6:00 pm Helmsmen
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19
9:00 am Family Stories (Off
Site)
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Lamplighters
5:00 pm Youth Ministries
Committee
5:30 pm Budget/Finance
Committee
6:00 pm Family Hospice
Memorial Service
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm No Children & Youth
Programs
7:00 pm No Chancel Choir
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Thanksgiving Day - Church
Closed
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Church Closed for
Thanksgiving Holiday
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
1:00 pm Rock Climbing
College Event
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Christian Education
Committee
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework &
Games
6:00 pm Children & Youth
Supper
6:00 pm Mission Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
9:30 am Steeple Volunteers
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
Available
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
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December 1
Hanging of the
Greens
December 5
TIM Christmas
Party
December 8
Preschool Santa
Breakfast

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30
9:30 am PWCT Meeting
6:00 pm Illinois Heat Volleyball
6:00 pm Sand Dollars Put Up
Christmas Trees
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1
10:00 am Hanging Of The
Greens

Snowbirds
Heading South
If you plan to head
south for the winter,
please call or email
the Church Office with
your departure and
return dates. This will
allow statements and
The Steeple to be sent
to the correct address.
Thank you! ~ LuAnn
and Cara, Office Staff

Legacy In this season
of Thanksgiving,
show gratitude by
remembering First
United in your estate
plans.

December 9 & 16
Merry Mates
Cookie Walk
December 12
KIX Christmas
Party
December 23
Christmas Cantata
Single 10:30
Worship Service
December 24
Christmas Eve
Worship Services
4:00 & 7:00 pm
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OUR STAFF

NOVEMBER 4
TIME CHANGE - FALL BACK

Senior Pastor / Head of Staff
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Office Staff (8:00 am - 2:00 pm)
lorlet@firstunitedpres.org
LuAnn Orlet

Associate Pastor
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Alexandra K. Lysdahl

Financial Secretary (12:30 pm - 4:30 pm)
cbarrett@firstunitedpres.org
Cara Barrett

Director of Christian Education
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org
Stephanie Foltz

Art Director
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org
Jody Halton

Director of Youth Ministries
Director of Equipping Ministries
kkautz@firstunitedpres.org
Kaitie Kautz

Director of Audio/Video Ministries
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org
Loren Elliott

Turn your clocks BACK one hour.

Custodial Service
Herschel Bey

VETERANS’
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Director of Music
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org
Andy Jensen
Pianist/Accompanist
Diana Umali
Worship Music Leader
Mat Conway

Childcare
Sue Hall, Sunday Supervisor
Mary Blodgett, Kyla Riley
Parish Nurse
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple
Articles and Suggestions
TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

Saturday, November 10
8:00 am -11:00 am in Eversull Hall

