
This year we are making a bold move forward in our attitude of
support, stewardship, and belonging. We will have a fall stewardship
campaign where we celebrate what God has been doing in the life of
our church and in that celebration, we will invite one another to
consider how we will respond with our time, talents, and treasures.
This campaign will involve a mailing and a pledge card that you can
use. However, we are not going to require or ask that you return
those cards. If returning a pledge card is helpful to your spiritual
commitment of making a faithful offering to God, then we will receive
those completed cards, but we are not asking for that specifically.
Instead, we want to focus on what it means to feel a sense of
belonging. This process change is something new for us. It may end
up as simply something that we tried for one year, but we would
rather use this stewardship season to kick off a lifestyle of gratitude,
thankfulness, and faithful responses. What will God do with us if we
pour prayerful attention and intention into maintaining gratitude
and devotion in this manner? What if we let go of pledge cards and
instead pledged with our hearts? What if we pledged to belong more
to God and God’s church? What if we pledged to belong more to one
another in this spiritual community?
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I have a Netflix subscription. I have a Disney Plus subscription. I have
a few pastoral resource subscriptions. I have many, many
subscriptions as a pastor and personally. However, I do not have
many places that I belong. I may even be a member at several places,
but to truly belong somewhere implies something much deeper. I
belong to my family. I belong to God. And I belong to my church. To
belong is to make myself a servant while at the same time feeling
served. To belong is to extend love in extravagant ways and to know
the joy of receiving a similar love. To belong involves a
transformational relationship, not just a transactional requirement.

Perhaps we will find ourselves in 2023 feeling more like we belong to
the church instead of feeling like we merely subscribe or support or
attend the church. We belong to God, and we are meant to live out
that belonging in devoted community together. I can’t wait to see
what God does with this.

I Don’t Subscribe to Church. . . I Belong

in Christ, Pastor Rob
November 6

Time Change: Fall Back
Turn clocks BACK one hour.

We Belong to God

“and you belong to Christ and Christ
belongs to God:” - 1 Corinthians 3:23

This simple truth can transform
each of our lives and the life of this
church. Think about belonging to
the Creator of the universe, the
assurance of knowing where we
come from, who is our guide, and
to whom we belong. It brings order
to chaos, peace and calm to
turmoil, and the ultimate joy of
belonging to God and to each
other. 

This was not our idea; it was God’s
idea. God did not hardwire us to be
isolated, but to be in harmony with
one another and with all the
wonders of God’s creation, to be in
harmony with ourselves and,
through grace, the opportunity to
embrace our Lord collectively as we
worship together.

We are blessed to be a blessing.
We start by mastering the gifts and
talents bestowed within us by God.
We magnify and grow those
blessings by joining in worship and
fellowship and sharing our talents
and treasures for the glory of God.
By doing so we belong to the
kingdom of God and become a
fountain of His love.

 Peace and Blessings,
The Stewardship Committee

Stewardship
from



Sunday, November 6
8:00 am Chapel
10:00 am Zoom

11:00 am Sanctuary 
c u r r e n t   s c h e d u l e

Sunday, November 13 
8:00 am Chapel     

 10:30 am Sanctuary
                 and Zoom

N E W   s c h e d u l e

Zoom Info   ALL  Weeks
https://zoom.us/j/299269153

 

by phone
(312) 626-6799

Meeting ID
299 269 153

All Saints' Sunday October 30 

On November 13, a new worship schedule begins that is actually an old worship schedule with a new
twist. We will return to our previous worship schedule of 8:00 am and 10:30 am for in-person
services. With new technology and volunteer training, we can now offer a combined "hybrid" worship
experience where Zoom worshippers can participate in the Sanctuary Worship service. We are so
excited about this opportunity.

To join the 10:30 am Sanctuary Hybrid Worship, Zoom attendees will use the same links or telephone
codes used previously for Zoom worship. The link is to join with video and audio, or you can join with
just audio by dialing the phone number and then, when prompted, dialing the Meeting ID. 

New Worship Times Start November 13
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In memory of the Saints of God, those who have
joined the Church Triumphant in the past year:

With gratitude and sadness, First United celebrated the retirement of
Jody Halton in worship on Sunday, October 9… and with cake! Jody
served as Art Director at FUPC since February 2009. This gifted graphic
designer, more often working “behind the scenes,” provided the magic to
The Steeple for our church family each month. She has also been
responsible for the design work of a myriad of pamphlets, posters, flyers,
and yard banners to advertise major events. She has been a joy to work
with, and we will miss her many contributions, along with her kind and
thoughtful nature. Jody, enjoy your retirement!

With Blessings... 

worship

https://zoom.us/j/299269153


November 11 
Merry Mates

Merry Mates will meet at
6:00 pm in Eversull Hall for

dessert and to share in great
fellowship around the tables.

 (Dessert will be provided.)
 

For the program, Pastor Rob
will share stories of his
sabbatical adventures.

All are welcome! 
 

For more information or
to reserve a spot,

contact Jean & Andy
Morgan, 618-257-1935. 

November 4
Sand Dollars

The Sand Dollars will meet in
Eversull Hall at 6:00 pm for
dinner, a meeting, and an

evening of fellowship.
If you are a family (children
included), couple, or single

adult and would like to share
a meal in a very relaxed

atmosphere with Christian
fellowship, please join us. 

 

Anyone interested, please
contact our Skippers,
Brenda & Joe Fedak,

618-233-1213,
or Jan & Dennis Nevois,

618- 277-4383.

November 3 
Book Club

In November, the Book
Club will discuss
To Hell and Back

by Audie Murphy. 
 

We will begin
at 6:30 pm via Zoom. 

 
Please contact 

Joyce Dyer,
Joycejdyer@att.net, 

for the Zoom ID 
and passcode.

 
 

The book selection for
December is Bookman’s Tale

by Charlie Lovett.

FUPC Women’s Circles

This month, First United’s two women’s groups will meet with the purpose to nurture women’s
faith through prayer and Bible study. The circles meet hybrid, i.e., both in person in the Vista
Room and on Zoom. This year’s Bible study is Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest
and Delight by Carol M. Bechtel. If you would like to join one of the circles, need more details, 

and/or to receive the Zoom log-on information, contact a leader.  

Nov. 15, Lamplighters Circle, 1:00pm
Amy Brummitt, 618-235-4226 

Nov. 17, Lydia Circle, 6:00pm
Jan Jensen, 262-894-6580

November 18
Ladies at the Table

At 6:00 pm, join us at The
Edge Pub and Eatery in

Belleville for fellowship. 
 

For more info, contact
Jenny Humphreys, 

618-381-0138. 

The Men’s Bible Study
Group meets hybrid 

every Wednesday morning
at 8:30 am, both in person

in the Vista Room 
and on Zoom. 

 
Contact Danny Halel,

nthalpwing@gmail.com
618-213-7888.

Every Wednesday
Men's Bible Study

Sunday Mornings

In this study, author Amy-Jill Levine will take us back in time to understand how Jesus’
original audience understood eight parables he told. She will also show us how they can
challenge and provoke us today. This will be a book study with weekly videos.

November 6, 13, 20 Short Stories by Jesus 

November 27 + December                        Go Tell

Ever since angels lit the Bethlehem sky and sent amazed shepherds to meet the baby,
people whose lives have been touched by Jesus have been telling others the story. Go Tell
demonstrates to us a practice of sharing a gift in love. The stories for this unit are grounded
in the prophecy and events surrounding the birth of Jesus. God’s people can, and should,
share this good news every chance we get. Go Tell is, simply put, evangelism. Jesus teaches
and preaches and gives the imperative to do the same.

for Adults

Thoughtful Christian Gathering will meet at 9:00 am on November 6 and at 9:15 am the
rest of the month. The class will meet hybrid, both in person and on Zoom. For the Zoom
link and study resources, contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.

fellowship & discipleship

mailto:nthalpwing@gmail.com
mailto:sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org


On October 26, this ministry celebrated 15 years of providing
prayer shawls to those celebrating joy or needing comfort. The
knitters enjoyed wonderful social time and fellowship together!

Prayer Shawl Knitters will not meet in 
November or December. Enjoy the holidays!

Drivers Still Needed!
The Transportation Team has nine, compassionate drivers who provide rides to
medical appointments scheduled in the Metro-East and St. Louis areas. The
team needs drivers who feel comfortable driving to St. Louis area locations. A
government-set mileage stipend is available for reimbursement. If you are
available once or twice a month to help some of our church members in this
way, please contact Brenda Doll, bdoll1017@gmail.com or 618-444-9660. Share love, kindness,

and compassion and
avoid sharing germs.
 
Remember to wash 
 your hands often.

Get Your
Flu Shots

November is here! Cool days usher in the seasons of gratitude and giving - a
joyous time for most. What will you do to continue the joy of gratitude and
giving into the New Year? Stephen Ministry is an opportunity to serve the
congregation and community with loving care. Trained Stephen Ministers
provide one-to-one care to people who are experiencing a life challenge or
crisis. Please consider serving with Stephen Ministry. Contact one of these
leaders for more information: Amy Abernathy, 618-578-9736,
ranja@charter.net or Roger Doll, 618-402-1822, erdoll@gmail.com

The Joy of Serving
Contacts last month = 194

The Deacons met on
October 12 with 15 Deacons
present. During the previous
month, the Deacons served

the FUPC church family
through 46 calls, 86 cards, 35

visits, and 27 emails/texts.

FUPC Deacons

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Gigi and Roger Cox and family on the
death of Gigi’s sister, Maureen Ballard,
who died on September 24 in Missouri.

For Kathy Spilka and family on the death
of her husband, Joe Spilka, who died on
October 8 in Belleville.

For the family of Betty McRoberts on the
loss of Betty’s granddaughter, Danielle
Diaz, who died on October 11 in St. Louis,
Missouri.

For the family of Cliff Fitts on the death
of Cliff’s father, David FItts, who died on
October 25 in Virginia.

Family 

News

caring ministries

New Blessings
Laney Mae Miear was born on

October 11 in St. Louis. Laney is the
daughter of Jenny and Adam Miear,

the sister to Sam and Cooper. 
Her grandparents are Karen and

Aubrey Miear.
 

Marlene Jan Bell was born on
October 19 in St. Louis. Marlene Jan

is the daughter of Ellen and Sam Bell,
the granddaughter of Gina and Kent
Marty, and the great-granddaughter

of Marlene and Charles Marty.



PYC’s October Lock-in 
included games, an art project

with faith conversations,
a scavenger hunt with flashlights
around the dark building, food, a

movie, and some sleeping!
The theme was 

“We are Christ’s hands and feet.”
PYC is the Wednesday children’s

ministry for grades 3-5.

There will be a gathering this month of
Friendsgiving. It will be a great time of

fellowship and food. We will have games
at the ready as well. This will happen

when we finish up our series on worship.

children & youth

the Youth 
for

(6th - 12th grades)

Wednesday Nights for
Grades K-5 (5:45-7:30 pm)

November 2, 9, 16, 30: On these
Wednesdays, children will gather
for dinner and games.
Conversations will include God
Gives the Ten Commandments,
The Most Important Thing to
Remember, Telling the Truth, and
What Does God Want. 

November 23: No programs this
evening. Happy Thanksgiving!  

the Children 
for

Kindergarten - 5th grades

Children and Worship at FUPC
All children are welcome in worship at FUPC! During the 11:00 am
service, there are also two special places for children. 

Childcare During Worship for birth through age 3
Two caring volunteers are in the Toddler Room, ready to welcome
children ages 3 and younger. The volunteers are members of
FUPC and have all been trained and background checked. 

Children’s Chapel for ages 3 through grade 3
After a special time with the pastors, children are invited to leave
with a Worship Leader and Greeters to continue worshipping in
Children’s Chapel. This is a special place where children will hear
stories of God’s people and respond. For more information,
please contact Stephanie Foltz.



Give-A-Meal-A-Month

Hospitality Ministry
Thank you to the Deacons,

Evangelism, and Personnel Ministries
for hosting coffee hour in October.

 
All weeks in November and

December are open for volunteers to
prepare and serve coffee and treats

for your church family.
 

Buy donuts or show off 
your homemade skills. 

The Hospitality committee 
is always available for advice.

Thought for the month:
In the lead up to the

Revolutionary War, it
became patriotic to sip
coffee instead of tea.
The Civil War also
popularized coffee

because it energizedthe troops.

Wednesday 
Night Meals

Your help is still needed to provide
a meal for children and youth

on Wednesdays! 
There are so many options!

Grab your family, church group, or
friends, and pick a Wednesday. 

contact Jess Mokriakow
618-910-3738

jmokriakow@gmail

We're back!

Volunteer for Mobile Market

The Mission Committee is happy to announce the return of an opportunity to care for and feed our
community. Starting in November, we will distribute flyers describing the needs at Cosgrove’s Kitchen in
East St. Louis. Cosgrove's is a St. Vincent de Paul ministry to the homeless. They provide a daily hot lunch, a
place to rest, and snacks for backpacks. Our church family will be asked to provide prepackaged substantial
snacks for those who rely on the Kitchen for their food.

In addition to Cosgrove’s Kitchen, we will be supporting the Community Interfaith Food Pantry in Belleville.
The Pantry celebrated its 15th anniversary this year and has been supported by our church for those 15
years. Needs are greater than ever. The PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) will distribute information on the first
Sunday of every month. Items will be collected on the second Sunday. November will be Cosgrove’s Kitchen.
Keep an eye out for what December will bring! (Hint: woofs and meows.)  

Questions? Want to volunteer? Contact Laurie Brown,
laurie0811@att.net, or Judy Stratton, judy55stratton@gmail.com. 

November

NEEDS

Questions? Want to volunteer? Contact Laurie Brown,
laurie0811@att.net, or Judy Stratton, judy55stratton@gmail.com.

In collaboration with Belleville School District 118 and the St.
Louis Food Bank, volunteers from our church are fulfilling the

charge to “feed the hungry.” On the third Thursday of each
month, we organize food donations and place them in the

trunks of cars as they pass through the parking lot of August
Gate church, located across Hwy. 161 from FUPC.  We arrive
about 8:30 am, and by 11:00, all the food has been distributed.

Volunteers are needed! Also, if you know families in need of
food, please share the information about this opportunity.

The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring a
Quilt Raffle to benefit the Professional Church
Vocations Fund Scholarship. The quilt is queen size
with appliqué and is hand-quilted by the FUPC
quilters. Tickets are on sale now! The winner will
be drawn on November 13. Tickets are $5; only 250
will be sold. Tickets will be available after the 8:00
am service and before and after the 11:00 am
service. OR… you can send a check to the Church
Office, with Quilt Raffle on the Memo line, and
your ticket will be entered for you.

Win a Beautiful Quilt 

serving & giving

mailto:laurie0811@att.net
mailto:judy55stratton@gmail.com
mailto:laurie0811@att.net
mailto:judy55stratton@gmail.com


Veterans
Group

the Trustees
from

Salvation Army
Bell Ringing

December 3, 10am-6:00pm

Saturday, November 5: 
Annual Veterans' Pancake Breakfast

Serving from 8:00–11:00 am
 

We would love to have you join us. There is
a big selection including biscuits and

sausage gravy. The breakfast is FREE, but all
donations will be used to support our

church veterans, the local community, or
national organizations that directly support
veterans. Invite your friends and neighbors!

Save the Date
 

It's never too early to start
getting in the Christmas spirit!

 
Dig out your "ugly" sweater and

join us in Eversull Hall for 
hot cocoa, Christmas crafts, and

fun holiday treats.
 

If you have questions 
or want more information, 

reach out to Brandy Englert.
 

brandy.englert@gmail.com
or text 

618-567-3356

FUPC Young Families'
Holiday Party

December 2, 6:00-8:00pm

Boiler and electric heaters will be
readied for cooler weather.

Diverting water from the building to prevent
flooding will be investigated.

Follow-up on ceiling leaks continue.
Paint touch-ups to ceilings and walls continue.

God's Grove will continue to be
cleared and two dead trees removed.

Painting the portico, metal doors, and  sections
by the patio will be completed.

 
 

Thanks to all the volunteers who work to 
keep our church and grounds in good shape!

announcements & notes
Sunday, November 6
Veterans’ Day Event

In the Commons, immediately following the 11:00
am service, we will honor our Veterans who served
during the Cold War (after Vietnam and before the
Gulf War). To celebrate their service, those names
will be displayed in the Commons. There will also

be military memorabilia on display. Finally, for the
7th consecutive year, we will display the “Quilts of

Honor” that will be presented during this
celebration. And of course… there will be cake!

First United will help collect
needed funds for the Salvation

Army by ringing bells at
St. Clair Square. 

 
We will be a presence at three

major entrances to the mall.
 

This is a great family mission project
where all ages can actively engage

for this great cause!
 

We encourage you to
sign up in Cornell Commons

or email Nancy Kreeb.
 

kreebnja@hotmail.com

Please join Lydia Circle members in
contributing warm, comfortable caps,

hats, mittens, and gloves for the
children and their families that are

served by Uni-Pres Kindercottage in
East St. Louis.

Kindercottage, a licensed childhood
center, is a ministry  that FUPC has

supported for many years.
 

Beginning Sunday, November 27,
hang your home-made or store-
bought items on the tree outside

the Chapel or the one in the
Sanctuary Narthex.

The trees will remain up through
December 11. Start early to load
them up with warmth and love! 

Cap and Mitten
Tree Project

starting November 27

FUPC families

bedded down in

their pjs in Eversull

Hall with a great

movie, great snacks,

and great fellowship!

photo: Brandy Englbert
Family Movie Night



www.firstunitedpres.org

1303 Royal Heights Rd.
Belleville, IL 62223

618-233-0295

office open
Monday-Fridays

8:00 am-1:00 pm

This month's photographers:
Joy Baltz, Rob Dyer, Stephanie Foltz,
Leah Lankford, Alex Lysdahl, Diane
Maertens, Karen Miear, Andy Morgan

Let's Connect!

Sunday  Worship
starting November 13

8:00 am Chapel 
10:30 am Sanctuary + Zoom 

Wednesday  Gatherings
5:45 pm Children & Youth

5:30 pm United Bells
6:30 pm  Chancel Choir

STAFF LEADERS
Rev. Rob Dyer, Senior Pastor 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org

Rev. Alex Lysdahl, Associate Pastor
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Ed. 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Wyatt Lenhart, Director of Youth
Ministries + Digital Media
wlenhart@firstunitedpres.org

Dr. Andy Jensen, Director of Music
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Mat Conway , Worship Music Leader
mconway@firstunitedpres.org

Diana Umali, Pianist / Accompanist
dumali@firstunitedpres.org

Jami Olsen, Administrative Assistant
office@firstunitedpres.org

A big thank you
to all who played,

volunteered, or
donated to the
19th Clarence

Voigt Memorial
Golf Tournament
at Far Oaks Golf

Club. Twenty-two
golfers

participated and
$2,400 was raised

for the FUPC
youth programs.

Special thanks to
Kevin Meder and
Dave Misselhorn

for their help 
in planning
the event.

2022 Golf for Youth
photos: Stephanie Foltz

~Don Darnell





FUPC hosted a Rise Against Hunger event on
October 5. In just two hours, 190 volunteers

packed over 14,256 meals to be used for disaster
relief and food insecure regions. The evening

started with prayer and preparation in the
Sanctuary. Half of the crowd ate dinner together
while the other half was organized into teams for

the various packing stations. After an hour, the
dinner and packing crews switched places. God
did a beautiful thing that night, and we had the

pleasure to be part of that blessing!


