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10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 
accessible via phone for just the audio. 
Our online worship isn’t just watching a 
video on your computer. It is interactive 
and community building with a chat 
area and video conference setup that 
lets us participate in worship. We have 
coffee hour time before and after the 
service where we will chat, wave, and 
visit online. Here are the instructions for 
getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

If this is your first time using Zoom, there 
may be a prompt for a few setup steps.

OR

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153

If you have any problems, please 
contact the office during the week.

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’
Let the poor say, ‘I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us’ 

-Lyrics from “Give Thanks” by Don Moen 

Recently, I was in a worship service 
where they changed the lyrics to this 
popular worship song. The new lyrics 
said this…

And now let the weak say, ‘We are strong’
Let the poor say, ‘We are rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us’

Did you catch the difference? The song 
is no longer urging the weak or poor 
to speak alone. 
Instead, they are 
part of a group. 
And if I understand 
the intention 
behind this rewrite, 
these changes also 
suggest that we 
are all weak and 
poor. We have 
weaknesses and 
poverty in our 
spiritual lives, if 
not also in our 
physical lives. 
However, because 
of what the Lord 
has done for us all, 
we can declare a strength and richness in 
our lives of faith.

This year has created a poverty and 
weakness in our world. The world is 
suffering in many ways. We have been 
blessed within our church with generosity 
of giving to help many make it through 
these tough times physically while also 

supporting the spiritual ministry of our 
church. We have also received a PPP 
forgivable loan from the government that 
has eased the financial strain of 2020 for 
our church. Next year, 2021 will have its 
own challenges. The pandemic and its 
effects will not be over. The strain and 
stress of 2020 will have aftershocks. The 
church will be challenged in its finances 
and in its ministry. The people of our 
community will be challenged in their 
finances and in their lives. So where is 
there room to sing songs of thanks?

We will give thanks with grateful hearts. 
We will give thanks to the Holy One 
because of the gift of Jesus Christ. Let 

all who feel weak 
see the strength of 
Christ. Let all who 
feel poor see the 
riches of a faith-
filled life because 
we know the faith, 
hope and love 
that is possible 
because of what 
God has done for 
us. The blessings 
we have as people 
of faith can carry 
us through all sorts 
of dark valleys for 
our God is with us, 
feeding and leading 

us. If you find yourself unable to feel the 
blessings of faith because of a physical 
or spiritual burden, please reach out to 
one of the pastors and let us find a way to 
help you. Together we are strong, we are 
rich, and we are the Body of Christ.

In Christ,  
Pastor Rob

Give Thanks!

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org

First United Presbyterian Church
1303 Royal Heights Road • Belleville, IL 62223

618.233.0295 • www.firstunitedpres.org

We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone



COVID-19 Update

We are all facing the same questions in our lives. 
What is safe? Is this worth the risk? The pandemic 
has placed these two questions before every physical 
interaction we have. And then comes the next set of 
questions. Am I being too protective? Am I not being 
careful enough? And the answers are different in the 
heart and mind of each person. Churches around our 
nation and our own community are coming up with 
different answers. Some local churches have opened, 
wearing no masks in worship, and singing out loud 
with minimal spacing. Some local churches are 
holding limited services, gathering for shortened time 
periods, with no singing, and in carefully reserved, 
socially distanced assigned seating arrangements. 
Some churches, like ours, are only doing online or 
remote worship. None of these churches are right or 
wrong. They are all simply trying to do what they 
think is best for their congregation. 

I have talked with the pastors of many churches and 
engaged in many online forums to discuss questions 
about safety, risk, protection, and care. Some 
churches have felt like their online worship was not 
going well and that in-person worship would be so 
much better even with the restrictions. Sadly, some 
churches have received threats from their members 
saying, “Open the doors or we will stop giving 
money to the church!” or “If you don’t start holding 
in-person worship, I’m leaving for another church!” I 
am pleased to report that we have had no such threats 
at FUPC. We don’t do church that way.

The Session has continued to wrestle every month 
in various settings. During this time determining 
what is right for FUPC, we have seen restaurants 
closed, reopened and closed, and reopened again. 
We have seen schools adjust back and forth in their 
precautions. Many people in our congregation have 
had relatives or friends who have been affected or 
killed by this virus. At the end of the day, please 
know that your elders and staff are trying their very 
best to provide for the spiritual and physical needs 
of the congregation while asking the complicated 
questions related to resuming in-person gatherings.

At this point, the Session is doing three things. First, 
elders are engaging the Coronavirus Task Force 
and various volunteers to make plans for how to 
resume in-person gatherings safely. They are using 

CDC, health department, religious, musical, and 
other related research to prepare for how to resume 
in-person gatherings whether outdoor or indoor. It is 
important that we prepare for this now so that we are 
ready to go when it is decided to resume in-person 
gatherings. Second, elders are working to keep the 
entire church connected. Even when we resume 
in-person gatherings, we will have some unable to 
join us in person. In addition, methods of connection 
like Zoom have enabled us to reconnect some of our 
dependent care and homebound members to worship 
each week. We have also reconnected with some of 
our college students and young families for worship 
and small groups. For those joining us for worship 
or spiritual formation, the church has offered setup 
assistance to anyone with technical challenges. Our 
connections aren’t perfect, but they weren’t perfect 
before COVID either. The Session is committed to 
improving and growing our connections. Third, 
elders are wrestling each month with the question 
of “Is it worth the risk?” The current view is that 
in-person gatherings are not now worth the risk. 
Opportunities of worship and spiritual formation 
can be provided well enough without the risk of in-
person gatherings. The Session knows this position 
will not make everyone happy; however, this is what 
elders have prayerfully discerned as the right move 
for our church at this time. 

When we elected and installed these elders to be 
our Session, we promised to follow their leadership. 
We elected them to discern God’s Will for our 
congregation and then to lead us according to what 
they discern. They are trying their best, as is the staff. 
They continue to discuss this each month as they 
listen to the science, the community, their hearts, 
and to the nudges of the Holy Spirit. And your voice 
is always welcome. They have no desire to discern 
these issues without hearing from you. Please feel 
free to contact one of the pastors or elders if you have 
any questions or if you would like to help. We are a 
church family, working together to help one another 
through these times. Though we have put a pause 
on in-person gatherings, the church never closed. It 
has been open with worship, learning, fellowship, 
service, and more… just in different ways. Thank 
you for your support, patience, and offers to help.

-Pastor Rob



November 1: Fall Back 
Daylight Savings Ends
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Life Groups
• November 6: Sand Dollars
The Sand Dollars will meet via Zoom 
on Friday, November 6, at 7:30 pm. 
Anyone interested in joining us for 
this time of fellowship can contact 
Brenda and Joe Fedak, 233-1213, or 
Jan and Dennis Nevois, 277-4383. 
• November 13: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on 
Friday, November 13, at 7:00 pm. Note 
the new time! Contact Carol Purviance, 
250-5688, to join in this time of 
fellowship. All are welcome!
• Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you need a shawl, and the church is 
closed, call Betty McRoberts, 235-3197. 
She has shawls available at her house.  
• Potlucks with a Purpose
Due to COVID-19 recommendations, 
Potlucks with a Purpose will not be 
meeting until further notice. ~  Sheila 
Misselhorn

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom
Three women’s groups meet monthly 
via Zoom with the purpose to nurture 
women’s faith through prayer and Bible 
study. There are two different studies, 
and all women are invited to participate 
in one or both. More details about the 
studies and log-on information can be 
obtained by contacting the leaders. 
• November 12, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle  
studying Into the Light: Finding Hope 
Through Prayers of Lament, Lesson 3; 
contact Shirley Samples, 624-3340.
• November 17, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters 
Circle studying Into the Light: Finding 
Hope Through Prayers of Lament, 
Lesson 2; contact Amy Brummitt,  
235-4226.
• November 18, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle 
studying Love Carved in Stone: A 
Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, 
Lesson 3; contact Carol Purviance,  
250-5688.

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am for Bible study. You can 
join by computer, iPad, or by phone. 
For information, contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.

Presbyterian Community Preschool Update Adult Fellowship

What a challenging year 2020 has been, dealing with the 
unknown from this pandemic. The Presbyterian Community 
Preschool Board has made many difficult decisions based on 
protecting the health and safety of the students, families, staff, 
and church members. Keeping the lines of communication 
open with the families is very important to Board members. 
When there was a possibility of opening in January 2021, 
families were contacted to find out if they would commit to 
bringing their children in January 2021; less than 50% of the 

registered students would be attending. Understandably, some parents had made the 
decision to enroll their children in other programs when the Preschool did not open in 
August. 

On October 11, the Preschool Board met and discussed the low number of committed 
students. Board members looked at normal school operating expenses and then 
estimated extra expenses required to meet the State of Illinois COVID-19 mandatory 
regulations for schools. After much discussion, the Board made the very difficult 
decision that it was not financially feasible to reopen the Preschool in January 2021. 

Even as I write this with much sadness, I assure you the Preschool Board is 
looking toward the future and is committed to opening for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Work has already begun on a new, updated website, and registration 
will begin after the first of the year. We will keep you posted along the way!  
~ Linda Hangsleben, Preschool Board President

Yard Signs
Thanks to the FUPC 
Evangelism Committee, 
thirty of these yard signs 
have been showing up 
all over Belleville and 
even Millstadt, with one 
in Caseyville and one in 
Mascoutah! Our church 
family is delighted  
to show just how much 
they ♥ First United. 
How many have you 
seen?

New Look for Parking Lot 
Have you noticed the bright, newly painted and striped Sanctuary parking lot? 
Thank you Trustees!

P H O T O S  B Y  A L E X  L Y S D A H L



November 8: Veterans’ Day Sunday Honoring Korean War Veterans  
On Sunday, November 8, we will honor our church veterans and active duty military 
members immediately following the 10:30 am Zoom service. This year we will honor 
Korean War Veterans, anyone who serviced in Korea or elsewhere in support of the 
Korean War effort. This unique Zoom celebration will acknowledge these patriots and 
heroes by name as well as displaying their photos on our Zoom Honor Roll. Watch for 
a survey information request form coming your way for you to compete and submit 
names. Also, for the fourth consecutive year, Quilts of Honor will be given to those 
church veterans who have not previously received this special quilt. Finally, there may 
be a few additional surprises to celebrate this important day!

Kindercottage Cap & Mitten Tree Collection 
Start collecting those warm winter items for Kindercottage as Lydia Circle will host 
three drive-through collections at FUPC! Needed are caps, hats, gloves, and mittens 
for infant through school age. This year, all items must be store-bought. Located in 
East St. Louis, Kindercottage is one of the ministries First United has supported for 
many years. 

FUPC members are invited to drive through and drop off the items into a container set 
up under the Sanctuary portico. Lydia Circle members will be there, socially distanced, 
wearing masks, and ask you to do the same! Collection dates are
 Tuesday, November 3  9:00-11:00 am
 Wednesday, November 11 9:00-11:00 am
 Saturday, December 12  9:00-11:00 am
Kindercottage Director Brenda Crisp is so grateful that FUPC will continue this 
collection in 2020! She shared that items cannot be handmade per Illinois Department 
of Public Health rules, and that items do not need to be washed as Kindercottage will 
do this before gifting them to the children. 

Mark these collection dates on your calendars! Also, if you cannot shop, Lydia Circle 
members will shop for you, or they will pick up caps and mittens from your porch! 
Contact Norma Mason, 550-9373, or Susy Rybicki, 792-9458, to make arrangements. 

What Have the Trustees Been Doing?
What new can I tell you? 
Maintenance:  Even though occupancy and regular use of the building really hasn’t 
changed, maintenance must continue, both inside and out.
Flat Roof Repairs: We can really say “the roof job is done,” with repairs, electrical 
lines and gas lines all completed.
Vista Room: Photos in the October Steeple showed walls painted, new carpet and 
blinds. Another project completed.
Parking Lots: The Sanctuary Lot has been sealed and restriped; the swale has been 
repaired. The Royal Heights Parking Lot has had potholes filled.
Internet Service: Upgraded to accommodate Zoom services and meetings.
HVAC: Even with the building closed, heat must be maintained. The boiler has been 
restarted and appropriate heating units checked.
Replace Ceiling Tiles: Ceiling tiles damaged from roof leaks can now be replaced.
Reset Clocks: With the end of Daylight Savings Time, 21 clocks must be reset! 
Without knowing when or what time we will get back in the building, we will want to 
be On Time.
Volunteers: A special thanks continues to go out to all volunteers who help with work 
projects, both mental and physical. Although we haven’t visited church weekly to 
enjoy the outside planting areas, those passing by on the highway can see that the 
grounds are still being lovingly cared for. ~ Dick Palmer, President, Board of Trustees

From the Church Office
Third Quarter Statements were mailed with the Stewardship information. If you did 
not receive a statement or have questions, please call the Church. Phone calls are 
being forwarded to Cara during her office hours (12:30–4:30). Thank you all for your 
continued faithful giving and support of our church ministries. 

ZOOM!

Hope in the Word with the Pastors
Our pastors are offering online 
times for prayer, Bible reading, and 
connecting with others.

Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Thursdays, 4:00 pm, with Pastor 
Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113
 
Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
During November, this class will 
continue to meet via Zoom at 9:15 am 
on Sunday mornings.

November 1: A Brief Statement of 
Faith: Being Presbyterian, Roger 
Doll teaching

November 8, 15, 22: But God: The 
Two Words at the Heart of the Gospel 
by Casey Lute; a book study and 
discussion, Danny Halel and Roger 
Doll teaching

November 29: “The Messiah,” a new 
Advent study 

Zoom log-on information will be 
updated each Friday in the eWeekly. 
To receive any study materials in 
advance, contact Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Adulting
Adulting meets on Sunday mornings 
via Zoom at 9:45 am. For Zoom log-
on information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org, or 
Joy Baltz, joybaltz@gmail.com. 
 

Announcements

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information
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The Joy of Stewardship

Caring Ministries

From the Deacons
The Deacons continued to care for our congregation in September and October by making calls, sending emails and cards. Due to 
the pandemic, the Deacons regret not providing in-person visits or the Transportation Ministry until Session approves in-person 
contact among church members.
  
In September, the Deacons made 93 calls, sent 149 cards and 29 emails. In October, we made 110 calls, sent 154 cards and 32 emails. 
For both months there were a total of 567 contacts with church members. With the help of Pastors Rob and Alex, the Deacons 
provided financial assistance to The Center for Racial Harmony to a person in need.
~ Respectfully, Marsha Head and David Misselhorn, Co-Moderators of the Deacons

Grief Share via Zoom
Are you overwhelmed by grief along with COVID-19? Beginning Sunday, November 8, you or anyone you know (even non-
members) can join us for a Zoom version of Grief Share on Sunday afternoons from 2:00-4:00 pm. Grief Share is a group discussion 
program led by trained FUPC facilitators. Share your thoughts and gain insight and support from others going through the same 
experience. In addition, access to valuable Grief Share resources can help you recover from your loss and rebuild your life. Each 
of the 13 weekly session includes a video discussing aspects and stages of grief followed by a group discussion. Attend as many 
sessions as you like. Contact John Mann, jrmann@protonmail.com, 558-5669, or Caryn Meder, 558-4641, cmeder@familyhospice.
org, for more information. 

Many things can make us happy. Our minds provide chemicals that can make us feel happy. 
Possessions can provide the elixir of happiness. On the other hand, joy is something that 
provides oxygen to our soul, and it breathes meaning into our existence.  You can’t bottle 
it, you can’t drink it, you have to experience it, i.e., let it surround and penetrate your being. 
It is the byproduct of peace, kindness and goodness. It is God’s glimpse in imagining 
the wonders and grace of his LOVE. We are given the opportunity to manifest the fruit 
of the Spirit through our gratitude and to experience its joy through our stewardship.  
~ God bless, The Stewardship Committee

Joe Bainter
Sally Beaird
Agnes Becherer
Norma Bojarski
Kathryn Breece
Doug Bridges
Mary Bruns
Patricia Cassano
Hal Clinton

Bob Cook
Dr. Wayne B. Cox II
Rev. Helen Fabre
Marguerite French
Albert Killmeier
Courtney Ligibel
Don Lougeay
Wanda Lovitt
Dolores Mace

Evelyn Meyer
Scotty Misselhorn
Nancy Moneyhun
Nicole Mrkvicka
Donna Nicholas
Nancy Reinecker
Craig Richardson
Mary Safarian
Wanda Lee Schmidt

All Saints’ Sunday - November 1
In memory of the Saints of God, those who have joined the Church Triumphant in the past year:

Pauline Suraud
Reuel Umali
Sarah (Sally) Williams

Family News

Weddings
On September 5, Sarah Maust and Kasey Wilson were married by Pastor Rob Dyer. 
Kasey is the son of Emily and Ken Wilson.

On October 10, Jacqueline Anselment and Eric Alberter were married by Pastor 
Alex Lysdahl. Eric is the son of Jane and the late Allen Alberter.

New Blessing
Olive Isla Lambries was born on 
September 3, 2020, in O’Fallon, Illinois. 
Olive is the daughter of Sara and Dustin 
Lambries and the sister of Ruth, Joel,  
and Lily. 

Share love, 
kindness and 
compassion, 

but avoid 
sharing 
germs. 

Remember to 
wash hands 

often.



Children & Youth Life

Children’s Ministry
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
During November, GFF and PYC will 
meet only on Wednesdays, November 
4 and 18. The groups will be off for 
Veterans’ Day, November 11, and for 
Thanksgiving week, November 25. 

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for 
children age 4 through 2nd grade. 
GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm. 
Leaders are Connie Darnell, Karen 
Miear, and Stephanie Foltz. 
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is 
for children in grades 3-5. 
PYC via Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm. 
Leaders are Amy Abernathy, Joy Baltz, 
and Stephanie Foltz. 

For more information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

2) Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Children’s Chapel Worship Leaders are 
videotaping Children’s Chapel stories 
to put on the FUPC YouTube channel. 
A new story is added each Sunday 
morning. This is an opportunity for 
families to worship and wonder together 
when it is convenient, or families 
can have a separate device for their 
children to use on Sunday mornings 
after the time with children. To find and 
subscribe to FUPC’s YouTube channel, 
search for “First United Presbyterian 
Belleville Illinois.”  

Youth Ministry 
Wednesday evenings via Zoom 
During November, KIX and TIM will 
meet only on Wednesdays, November 

4 and 18. The groups will be off for 
Veterans’ Day, November 11, and for 
Thanksgiving week, November 25. 

• KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in 
grades 6-8. 
KIX via Zoom is 6:00-7:00 pm. 
Leaders are Brandon Michalke, Sue 
Perez, and Kaitie Kautz. There will be 
guest appearances by Pastor Rob.
• TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth 
in grades 9-12. 
TIM via Zoom is 7:30-8:30 pm. 
Leaders are Mat Conway, Brenda and 
Joe Fedak, Kevin Meder, and Kaitie 
Kautz. There will be guest appearances 
by Pastor Rob.

For more information, contact Kaitie 
Kautz, kkautz@firstunitedpres.org. 
Follow us on Instagram @fupcyouth.

PYC Zoom-In

This year, PYC’s 
annual fall Lock-In 
became PYC Zoom-
In! On October 23, 
16 PYCers and 3 
leaders logged on 
and finally got to 
open the goodie bags 
that were delivered 

to their homes by CE Committee 
members. They decorated pumpkins to represent their 
favorite movie character, and then all had to guess 
who. Next, using their Children’s Illustrated Bibles, 
was a quick scavenger hunt focused on compassion 
and emotions. Then, it was movie time on Zoom while 
munching popcorn and candy from their goodie bags. 
Most were still on and awake at the end! 

P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z



Healthier Together Partnership – That’s a winner!
Our softball team just captured a win without ever 
getting on the field. It was a win for our local mission 
work.

Part of FUPC’s mission work is advocacy for causes 
and organization of community efforts. Over the 
past year, FUPC has been very involved with the 
Healthier Together movement which has brought 
together Memorial Hospital, St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
St. Clair County Health Department, local schools, 
businesses, churches, and individuals to improve 
the overall health conditions in our county. This 
coalition supports various workgroups in physical 
health, mental health, education, safety, and other 
related focus areas. Prior to the pandemic, FUPC 
opened its facility to the organization for community 
organization meetings and helped moderate their 
meetings. Behind the scenes, Pastor Rob has been 
collaborating with the coalition partners to acquire 
funding from the hospitals and health department to 
support much needed services and programs. 

This advocacy work has now moved online using 
the FUPC Zoom account to bring together leaders 
to continue these efforts. On October 29, FUPC will 
use this Zoom account to host a virtual St. Clair 
County Health Summit for area health leaders. Most 

recently, the coalition 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
advocated for monies 
to provide mobile 
wifi hotspots for the 
hundreds of St. Clair County students who cannot 
afford regular internet access for their schoolwork. 
With the pandemic, hybrid and remote learning 
has created another obstacle to the poorest in our 
communities. These monies will purchase up to 250 
hotspots to provide internet access and access to 
learning for families all over our county. This can 
affect graduation rates and mental health issues for 
students, both of which are health indicators used by 
the state.

So how does this connect with the softball team? Well, 
our former softball pitcher Tom Crebbs helped Pastor 
Rob get connected with Tyler Crebbs, Tom’s son, 
who works for Verizon. That connection provided a 
lead to a special regional program at Verizon where 
local schools can get drastically reduced rates on 
mobile wifi hotspot devices! Within a week, Healthier 
Together and the local schools formed a connection 
with a regional manager at Verizon and their special 
program. Schools saved money and the kids are 
getting access to their education opportunities. 
Sounds like a win to us!

Community Partnerships

Elks Gratitude Grant
This grant for $2500 
was awarded to First 
United for our summer 
lunch program. We will 
divide the grant monies 
into $500 smaller 
grants to share with 
the other churches that 
provided meals other 
days of the week this 
summer. Pictured left to 
right: Mike Holdener, 
Teresa Barrington, 
Pastor Rob, Carla Haug 
and Mike Slape.
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Sunday Worship Music

Thanks to the efforts of several dedicated people, 
the music during Sunday worship becomes 
more inspirational with each service. Since the 
beginning of online worship, Diana Umali, Mat 
Conway, Andy Jensen and occasional soloists 
have provided exceptional preludes for reflection, 
traditional and praise hymns for congregational 
singing, along with memorable solos. And now 
with the Choral Scholar Alumni singers, we can 
enjoy a “choir.” How does all of this happen? From 
Andy, “The choir videos are made using the Acapella app on each singer’s iPhone. I 
make an initial video with the correct number of squares/spaces, and the recording is 
built one person at a time. It’s a novel way to make collaborative music, but we look 
forward to singing together in person!” To replay hymn videos that Mat recorded early 
in the shutdown, go to https://tinyurl.com/yxlz2mmj    

Our Mission

Financial Support to 
Employees and Our 
Continued Mission
Although the church building is 
closed, FUPC remains committed to our 
employees and mission. All staff (salaried 
and hourly) will continue to receive their 
normal pay even though we are not 
gathering. In addition, we are committed 
to continuing all of our ministries to the 
local community and beyond. You can 
continue to provide offerings and support 
by mailing contributions to the church or 
by giving online at www.firstunitedpres.
org/give

Community Partnerships

The Mobile Food Market was a huge success! 
With a non-stop flow of traffic, food was 
distributed to 223 families and 755 people; this 
included 9,158 pounds of food and 208 hygiene 
kits. Project Compassion, in partnership with 
Downtown Belleville YMCA, STL Food Bank, 
and Living the Word Church, hosted the event 
on Wednesday, September 23, from 10:00 am 
until supplies lasted. Among the volunteers 
were Jim Friedewald and Dan Bainter from 
FUPC, who worked from 7:00-12:00 helping to 
load cars and also directing cars from the Royal 
Heights parking lot to the distribution area in 
the Sanctuary lot. Thank you, Jim and Dan!

P H O T O S  B Y  L U A N N  O R L E T

Children’s Home & Aid Evening Giveaway
On October 1 and 15, Children’s Home & Aid used the First United parking 
lot for an evening giveaway. Families drove through a course of balloons and 
blowing bubbles to pick up pizzas and activity bags! What a fun time for everyone 
participating, both the organizers and recipients!
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