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In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am 
See page 4 for details. Reservations 
are needed for in-person worship.

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

No reservations are needed. You can 
join with video and audio from your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 

accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Online worship is interactive 

and community building with a chat 
area and video conference setup that 
lets us participate in worship. Here are 

the instructions for getting on… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID 299 269 153 

Please see pages 4-5 in this issue of The 
Steeple for all the details on our in-person 
indoor worship that will start in May. Zoom 
Worship will continue as we move forward 
as well. Hopefully, that information will 
address most of your questions about 
those details. I would like to speak to you 
for a moment 
about what we 
learned in the last 
year.
 
I don’t want to 
tell you what 
we should have 
learned. I invite 
you to ask yourself 
this question. 
Take a moment to 
browse all of the 
photos on your 
phone or social 
media from the 
last year. If you don’t have a lot of photos 
like that, just take a moment to look at your 
calendar or simply think back over the past 
year, month by month starting in March of 
2020. We have been through a lot. What did 
we learn?
 
You made countless adjustments and 
sacrifices. You took in so much information 
from online, television, and other sources. 
You developed an understanding of topics 
you never thought would ever be part 
of your life lessons. Maybe you lost some 
things. Maybe you found some things. 
What did you learn from all of that?
 

I think one of the biggest mistakes we can 
make as people, Christians, Americans, or as 
a church is to simply move forward and try 
to forget the last year. As people of faith, we 
do not discount any life, including portions 
of our own. Some of this last year was 
“valley of the shadow of death” time. Some 

of this last year was 
“beside the still 
waters” and “lying 
down in green 
pastures” time. All 
of this time was 
time with God, 
whether we realize 
it or not. So what 
did you learn?
 
I learned a lot of 
things in this past 
year, but let me just 
share one big thing 
I learned about this 

church. We are a church intent on being 
the church in ways that make a difference. 
Through the clumsy starts of Zoom worship 
and the discovery of new ways to do things 
we have done for years, the hunger to be 
the church in authentic ways that would 
make a difference in the lives of people and 
the community never faded or faltered. I 
am proud to be part of a church like that. I 
am grateful for the living reminder that this 
year was for us. We can use that and build 
off of that. We can learn from that.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

What Did We Learn?

First United Presbyterian Church
1303 Royal Heights Road • Belleville, IL 62223

618.233.0295 • www.firstunitedpres.org

We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

May Worship 
We’ve Got 
Options!

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org



On April 11, the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church voted to assimilate with our church. Let me explain the 
details of what that means. Assimilating with FUPC means that 
the building and assets of Westminster will then be a part of the 
FUPC family. Every member of Westminster will have the option 
to become a member of FUPC. This will likely occur in the later 
summertime. 

Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery has appointed an Administration 
Commission to help them navigate the logistics of closing. Elder 
Lorenzo Clayton and I will be serving on that Administrative 
Commission representing FUPC along with two elders from 
Westminster and two representatives from Presbytery to help 
them manage their assets, including the church grounds, 
building, and manse, and help them with decisions regarding 
severance packages for their employees with what funds are 
available. By utilizing the assimilation procedure, any proceeds 
from the sale of Westminster’s 17th Street property will come 
with them to FUPC. The planning of their final worship and 
celebration will also be facilitated by the commission.

I was born and raised in that church. I was baptized and confirmed 
there. I experienced wonderful friendships and youth group 

memories there. My grandparents’ 
funerals were there. I have celebrated 
and mourned in that church so many 
times in my lifetime. It is with an odd 
mixture of sadness and anticipation 
that I share this news with you about 
Westminster. Sadness because the 
church that taught me to love Jesus and 
loved my family through difficult times 
is closing. Anticipation because I know the people of this church, 
many over my entire life, and I know they will be a blessing to our 
church family. Please don’t misunderstand my use of the word 
“anticipation.” My prayers have been for Westminster to continue 
on far beyond the years that I am alive. I will be honest. My heart is 
broken. Because of Jesus Christ, I know that resurrection and new 
life can come from death. It does not make the immediate pain 
easier, but it does point us toward hope. They loved me as a child of 
God, and if I have any notion of what it means to be a loving, faithful 
church family, I surely learned it from them. Please pray for these 
wonderful people and our future together as one church family.

In the Unity of the Holy Spirit,
Pastor Rob

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Judy Kimmel and family on the death of Judy’s mother, Dorothy 
Kimmel, who died on April 1 in Santa Fe, New Mexico. For Mary 
Teague and family on the death of Mary’s husband, Gerald Wayne 
Teague, who died on April 2 in Belleville. For Lee Schanuel, Jeff 
and Kay Schanuel, and family on the death of Lee’s wife, Marjorie 
(Marge) Schanuel, who died on April 13 in Swansea. For the family 
and friends of Marge Bradley, who died on April 25 in Troy, Illinois.

Family News

Celebrating 50-Year Members

Mary Teague
Mary was baptized and confirmed at the 
First Presbyterian Church in the small town 
of Vandalia, MO. During her childhood 
years there, she attended Sunday School 
and sang in the choir; at age 16 she was 
asked to be church treasurer. According to 
Mary, as you grew older in the church, you 
were asked to take on adult responsibilities. Rotary Club met at the 
Presbyterian Church once a week, and she helped cook and serve 
lunch during the summer. It was always a good meal!

In 1970, Mary began attending First Presbyterian Church in Belleville. 
She became a member on June 6, 1971 and has taken an active part 
since. She taught various ages of children in Sunday School with 
Jane Wilken and Audrey Cornell. Over the years, she also taught 
Bible School and helped with youth groups. While always working 
full time and even caring for aging parents out of town for several 
years, Mary continued to serve FUPC, as a Trustee and as an Elder 
Chairman of Hospitality Ministry. In recent years, she has served on 
the Nominating Committee and is a regular volunteer to answer the 
office phone on Sunday mornings. 

She has two sons, Andy (Lisa) of Woodbridge, VA and Chris (Amy) 
of Wildwood, MO; she also has five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Over these fifty years, Mary has seen many changes but always 
enjoyed working with the different ministers, staff, and many caring 
members of the First United church family. (To help Mary celebrate, 
the Member Connections Ministry delivered a white rose, mosaic cross 
pin, cake, and a copy of the bio/photo to her.)

Welcoming Westminster Presbyterian Church

Caring Ministries

From the Deacons
The Deacons continued to care 
for our congregation last month 
by making phone calls, sending 
emails and cards. In March the 
Deacons made 99 calls, sent 341 cards and 16 emails for a total of 
456 member contacts.

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the Deacons regret they 
cannot provide the Transportation Ministry until Session approves 
the restart of in-person activities. Brenda Doll reported that the 
Ministry has grown to seven drivers; they look forward to providing 
transportation in the future. 
~ Respectfully. Marsha Head, Deacon Moderator

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is active! We have shawls available for 
comfort and support. If you need a shawl call Betty McRoberts,  
235-3197.
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ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am (note earlier starting time)

Being Reformed: Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving

The study of this prayer, a central 
feature of the Lord’s Supper liturgy, 
will strengthen our faith in God, 
who has acted in history, who 
continues to lead and guide us, and 
who will bring us together in the 
joyful feast of the people of God.  

In each Friday’s eWeekly, Zoom log-
on information will be updated. 
Contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org, to receive study 
materials.   

Adulting

During May, Adulting will not meet 
to give members the opportunity to 
worship in person. Before resuming, a 
new time to meet will be scheduled and 
emails sent.  

During the Week

Hope in the Word with the Pastors

Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex offer online 
times for prayer, Bible reading, and 
connecting with others.

Thursdays, 5:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
May 1: Sand Dollars’ Picnic and Meeting
The Sand Dollars continue their monthly meetings with an outdoor picnic at Pleasant Ridge 
Park in Fairview Heights on Saturday, May 1, at 4:00 pm. Bring your own food, chairs, and 
masks. Anyone interested in joining us, please contact Skippers, Brenda and Joe Fedak,  
233-1213, or Jan and Dennis Nevois, 277-4383. 

May 14: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, May 14, at 7:00 pm. Contact Carol Purviance,  
250-5688, to join in this time of fellowship. All are welcome!  

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom
Three women’s groups will meet in May with the purpose to nurture women’s faith through 
prayer and Bible study. There are two different studies, and all women are invited to 
participate in one or both. More details about the studies and log-on information can be 
obtained by contacting the leaders.
• May 13, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament, Lesson 9; contact Linda Hangsleben, 407-5844
• May 18, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments, Lesson 8 & 9; contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226; will meet in person 
• May 19, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, Lesson 9; contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688

Adult Fellowship

Easter Gifts for Kindercottage 

Thank you, First United! 

Kindercottage Director 

Brenda Crisp and staff were 

overwhelmed by your generosity 

of books, toys, stuffed animals, 

and candy for the children’s 

Easter baskets. (Located in East 

St. Louis, Kindercottage is one of 

the local missions supported by 

FUPC for many years.)

P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z



HEALTH GUIDELINES SUMMARY



BEVERAGES AND FOOD
People may bring their own beverages to gatherings. For inside
events, no food will be served or consumed. Outside events
will have no served food, but people may bring their own.
Masks should be worn when not actively eating or drinking. 

HEALTH GUIDELINES FOR GROUPS 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING
Everyone must wear masks and
maintain social distancing between
families or those who identify as
being "in the same bubble." 

TEMPERATURE CHECKS & HEALTH SURVEY
For indoor gatherings only, temperature checks and a
health survey are required for groups larger than 10. If
someone's temperature is above 100.4 F, they cannot
participate. No screening needed for outdoor gatherings.

ATTENDANCE
Keep a record of all who attend the group
gathering. This information may be needed
for contact tracing.

All official church group gatherings need to follow these 5 simple
guidelines. Please notify the church office two weeks in advance

for any group wanting to use the church building so we can prepare
the space and materials.

CLEAN UP
Each group that meets in the building must wipe down
tables and chairs with the cleaning wipes provided. Hand
sanitizer stations will be provided for use as needed. 



Financial Support to Employees and Our Continued Mission
Although the church building is closed, 
FUPC remains committed to our employees 
and mission. All staff (salaried and hourly) 
will continue to receive their normal pay 
even though we are not gathering. In 
addition, we are committed to continuing 
all of our ministries to the local community 
and beyond. You can continue to 
provide offerings and support by mailing 
contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Our Mission

Throughout the church and 
around the world, children, 
youth, and young adults 
have been part of teaching 
technology to older adults. 
They have also played an 
important part in teaching 
about injustice and leading 
movements for change in 
their own communities.

We know how important 
it is to give young people 
a good foundation in faith, 
in education, and in life. 
As we make our gifts to 
the Pentecost Offering, 
remember that 40% stays 
with our congregation to 
support local ministries 
with children at risk, 

youth, and young adults. Past recipients of this special offering 
have been Racial Harmony and Abraham Lincoln School. Your 
offering can be mailed to the Church Office or made online using 
the church website.

FUPC Gardeners
Would you and/or your 
family be willing to care for a 
garden at First United? Two of 
our gardening families have 
resigned after many faithful 
years of service keeping 
our grounds attractive. 
This commitment involves 
weeding every week or two 
and trimming at season’s end. Thanks in advance to any of you who 
will consider this and say, “yes.” Give me a call, and I will be happy to 
get you started. ~ Pat Hargrove, 239-6425

First United would like to recognize the 
accomplishments of all 2021 graduates, 
including high school, 2-year and 4-year 
college, post-high school training program, 
or post-college. Details needed are the 
student’s name, parents’ names, school, 
degree, any awards and future plans. Please 
provide contact information in case there 
are questions. The deadline is June 1. Email 
the information to Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. 

Ways to Serve and Give Graduate Information Wanted

Words of gratitude and grace from our mission 
partners. This is from the Children’s Home and 
Aid Vice President, Renae Storey. She gave me 
permission to share with the NAU team and the 
congregation.
~ Blessings, Pastor Rob

Good morning Pastor Rob,  

We are forever grateful to all of your church family for our partnership. 
Today we are particularly grateful for your acknowledgment and 
support of our caseworkers and supervisors through the lunch you 
provided on Friday!

As an agency, we have been focusing on being trauma informed so that 
we may begin to help heal the wounds our clients face. We have just 

begun to focus more intentionally on the self care of our staff and not 
only the vicarious trauma they experience due to the intense nature of 
their job but to recognize we are all human and face many of the same 
challenges. 

Your ministry has helped us realize that we are all the “US”, all a part of 
God’s kingdom. Your spreading God’s grace through your parishioner’s  
generosity not only to those we serve but to our staff has touched me 
more deeply than there are words to express.

I have been going through some challenging times in my own life and 
feeling somewhat disconnected. Thank you for showing me how God is 
with us always!

Sincerely,
Renae

Needs Among Us



Using Fifty Days of 
Spiritual Practice, GFF 
and PYC made smiling 
faces on Zoom to 
show joy, and then we 
all shared the joyful 
news that Jesus is alive!

Youth Ministry 
KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in grades 6-8.  
TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in grades 9-12.

KIX and TIM Summer Bible Reading
This summer, KIX and TIM will explore God and Nature through 
scripture. Each week, we will look at a different chapter in the Bible. 
There will be two opportunities throughout the week to engage as 
a group to wonder together about what this scripture teaches us 
about God, creation, and us. We will meet Sundays, starting May 
23, from 2:00-3:00 pm at Balance Coffee, and on Thursdays, starting 
May 27, from 7:00-8:00 pm on Zoom.
            May 23-29: Genesis 1 – God Creates the Earth
            May 30-June 5: Genesis 2 – God Creates Human Beings
 
Upcoming Events
Sunday, May 2: KIX and TIM will meet at the church for some 
outdoor games from 3:00-4:30 pm.
Thursday, June 24 – Saturday, June 26: KIX and TIM Summer 
Service Trip. We will head to Mound Ridge for service, fun, relaxation, 
and learning. Watch your email for specific details.

Children’s Ministry 
May 2 via Zoom
GFF and PYC meet on Zoom for a celebration of this past year! 

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for children age 4 through 2nd 
grade. Leaders are Connie Darnell, Karen Miear, and Stephanie 
Foltz. GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm. 
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for children in grades 3-5. 
Leaders are Amy Abernathy, Joy Baltz, and Stephanie Foltz. PYC via 
Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm. 

Contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org, for more 
information. 

Summer Zoom 
After May 2, children in GFF and PYC will continue to meet online on 
Wednesdays for a time of fellowship. Look for emails with a schedule 
and more details.

Children’s Chapel In-Person
Starting May 2 during the 11:00 am in-person worship service, 
children will be able to worship either in the Sanctuary with 
their families or in Children’s Chapel with two worship leaders. 
Reservations will be made when the family registers to attend 
the 11:00 service. During the spring and summer, children ages 3 
through grade 5 can worship in Children’s Chapel. Masks and social 
distancing will be maintained, with children spaced out on rugs. A 
pastor will come to Children’s Chapel for the Time with Children. 
Look for emails with more details. If you have questions or need 
more information, please contact Stephanie Foltz.  

KIX and TIM Small Groups 
KIX and TIM students and volunteers 
met in weekly in person or online 
for discipleship and fellowship. KIX 
students looked at different Christian 
leadership characteristics with real 
life examples, while TIM students dug 
deep into hard questions surrounding 
faith to help them develop their own 
beliefs further.

P H O T O S  B Y  J O E  F E D A K ,  B A I L E Y  G U I N N ,  K A I T I E  K A U T Z ,  B R A N D O N  M I C H A L K E ,  &  D A N  O ’ S A B E N

P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z

Children & Youth Life



Trivia Night: On April 10, this group of trivia lovers 
joined in a fast-paced and fun game of questions from 
the 90’s, with all proceeds going to Children and Youth 
programs.

Easter at FUPC this year was 
drive-in style or online through 
Zoom! We had beautiful weather 
at the two outdoor services, and 
of course, cupcakes were given 
out to everyone that attended. A 
big thank you to everyone that 
made our outdoor drive-in style 
Easter services possible!

Clean-Out Day: On Saturday, March 27, First United held its first 
recycling and trash pickup event. At no cost, J and C Recycling 
of Belleville took all the electronics and scrap metal. Those 
helping with traffic flow and unloading were Pastor Rob, Pastor 
Alex, Ed Langen, Dwight Lied, and Dan Bainter. Bin There Dump 
That provided two dumpsters. Thanks to Stephanie Foltz, Pam 
Halel, and Nancy Kreeb, who cleaned out the stage area, both 
dumpsters were almost full when picked up the following week! P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z

Easter Together Outside!
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