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10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 
accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Our online worship isn’t just 
watching a video on your computer. It 
is interactive and community building 
with a chat area and video conference 
setup that lets us participate in 
worship. We have coffee hour time 
before and after the service where we 
will chat, wave, and visit online. Here 
are the instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153
If this is your first time using Zoom, 

there may be a prompt for a few 
setup steps.

OR
Join with just audio by dialing this 

number on any phone:  
(312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153
If you have any problems, please 

contact the office during the week.

The hour of midnight on 2020 has struck. 
We are finally in 2021! No more 2020!

How does it feel? We had some promising 
news of a vaccine that started in 2020. That’s 
good! I’m wondering how January 1, 2021 
felt in comparison to 
December 31, 2020. 
Not much different I 
would guess except 
that we have the 
sense of a new 
beginning. The 
chime of the New 
Year bells doesn’t 
actually change the 
immediate reality, 
but it marks a new 
time. And that’s ok. 
We need to mark 
certain chapters of 
our lives as done 
so that we can fully 
move on to the 
next one. We know this experience from 
events such as birthdays, anniversaries, and 
graduations. 

So, if we are going to lean into this marking 
of new chapters, what will you drop from 
2020? What will you let go of so you have the 

opportunity to embrace something else? 
Consider where the stresses and strains of 
2020 brought you closer to your faith and 
where they stretched your faith thin. How 
will you take the very best of what 2020 did 
to your relationship with God and make it 

a new beginning? 
How will you take 
the faith challenges 
of 2020 and declare 
them trials by fire, 
dropping the pain 
and embracing the 
lesson that may 
come from that 
chapter?

Any new year is a 
great opportunity 
for this sort of 
reflection in our 
lives. But let’s pray 
that God does some 
real transformation 

for us and through us in this new year. 
Happy 2021 everyone! Praying you find the 
riches of faith and the peace of the Savior 
fully dwelling in your 2021!

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

2021 Has Finally Arrived!

First United Presbyterian Church
1303 Royal Heights Road • Belleville, IL 62223

618.233.0295 • www.firstunitedpres.org

We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org

Welcome New Member!
On Sunday, December 13, 
Judy Stratton was received 
into Membership. We look 
forward to introducing 
her to the congregation in 
person when we are able to 
do so. Far right: Here Judy 
is being congratulated 
with a cake during the 
Cruise-Thru! P
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What Have the Trustees Been Doing?

First, I want to recognize and thank the retiring Trustees: Dan Bainter, 
Larry Scott, Jim Sheldon and Diane Winland for their devotion to 
their duties. Welcome new Trustees: Don Darnell, Dan Harres, Terri 
O’Saben and James Rosborg. We look forward to new “blood,” new 
ideas and new energy.

Your Trustees continue to look after the physical plant as necessary 
even though the building is not in normal use. Current donations 
and needs are: 
•  Donation to pay for stripping and re-waxing the multipurpose 
room / gym floor; to be done in the near future.
•  Donation for renewal in a restroom.

Caring Ministries

From the Deacons
Deacons continued to care for our congregation in December by making calls, and sending 
emails and cards. Due to the pandemic, the Deacons regret not being able to provide  
in-person visits or the Transportation Ministry. In December the Deacons made 94 calls, sent 
268 cards and 384 emails for a total of 762 contacts with our church members.

Deacons continue with the Red Hearts Project this year. Openings are still available for 
church members to participate in this great program of connecting our church community 
with cards and calls throughout the year. To sign up, please contact Marsha Head, 235-2698. 
~ Respectfully, Marsha Head and Dave Misselhorn, Co-Moderators of the Deacons 

Grief Share via Zoom
Are you overwhelmed by grief along with COVID-19? Come join us at our new time on 
Sunday afternoons from 1:00-3:00 pm for Grief Share, a group discussion program led by 
a trained FUPC facilitator. Share your thoughts as you gain insight and support from others 
going through the same experience. In addition, you will have access to valuable online 
Grief Share resources that can help you recover from your loss and rebuild your life. Each 
weekly session includes a video discussing various aspects and stages of grief followed 
by a group discussion. Attend as many or as few sessions as you like. Contact John Mann, 
jrmann@protonmail.com or 558-5669, for more information.

Stewardship: Change in Offering Envelopes for 2021

2020 has been a year of adaptation for all of us. While each of our 
situations is different, we have all had to adapt in some way due to 
the pandemic. We still go out for essentials, but now we wear masks 
everywhere we go. First United has had to adapt as well. We still 
have Worship services, but now they happen on Zoom.  How we 
give our offering to the Church has changed. We no longer have a 
dedicated time to collect an Offering during Worship services nor 
do we use a plate for offering envelopes. It’s also time to adapt to 
how we do that.

About those envelopes, did you use all the offering envelopes last 
year? Every year we pay for printed, customized envelope boxes. 
Most people in our church never use those envelopes, with fewer 
people using the envelopes each year. In 2020, many people 
dropped off or mailed in offerings, and an increasing number of 
people used the online giving option. So, for 2021, we are going to 
try something… a year without ordering new envelope boxes.

Because there has been such a steep decline in the number of giving 

Our Deepest Sympathy
For the family and friends of Isabelle Vogel, 
who died on November 29 in Swansea. 
For John and Robin Scherrer and Betty 
Scherrer on the death of John’s mother-
in-law, Shana D. Morgan, who died on 
November 30 in North Dakota. For Egin 
Willis, FUPC Childcare Provider, on the 
death of her father, Larron Willis, who 
died on December 12. For Shawn, Leah, 
Amber, and Rachel Lankford on the death 
of Shawn’s father, Alan Lankford, who 
died on December 15 in O’Fallon. For Carol 
Purviance on the death of her stepdaughter, 
Debra Purviance, who died on December 
16 in Granite City. 

Wedding
Congratulations to Diana Umali and Adam 
Hucke on their wedding, November 26.

Family News

•  Need to re-do the Chapel flooring.
•  Need  to  replace  the  floor  covering  for  the  Sanctuary  chancel 
and choir area.
•  Need for new landscaping in the spring.
•  And  naturally,  we  always  appreciate  the  volunteer  help  to 
complete our work.

Thanks to the entire congregation for their support this past year 
both physical and financial. The Trustees appreciate your eyes and 
ears as you visit the building. We try to catch it all but can always 
use extra help. 
~ On behalf of the Trustees, Dick Palmer, President

units that do use offering envelopes, we won’t have new boxes of 
envelopes for anyone this year. This change will save over $1,200! 
If you have not yet done so, we strongly encourage you to sign up 
for online giving. To get started, visit http://www.firstunitedpres.
org/give. You can reach out to Financial Secretary Cara Barrett with 
questions about online giving or one-time dedicated giving options. 

For those of you who would still like a box of envelopes, we have 
a plan to get them to you. We will use unopened boxes of reserve 
envelopes that have been collected over the past several years. There 
are a lot of them! If the box of envelopes has a different number 
or the Sunday dates are off by a few days, that’s okay. Our expert 
office staff can still track your giving by your name. Special offering 
envelopes for holidays and special events will be sent along with 
your quarterly giving statement. If you would like a box of offering 
envelopes, please contact the Church Office, and arrangements 
will be made to get one to you. We appreciate your understanding 
and acceptance of these changes during this challenging time.  
~ Shawn Lankford, Stewardship



Each Sunday afternoon in Advent, members of our church family drove to the church and “cruised thru” 
four stops: Pick Up, Drop Off, Receive Joy, and Be Blessed. Between 120-150 people came each week to 

visit with pastors and staff, to feel part of the church family while socially distanced in their cars, to enjoy 
music, to bring donations for those in the community, and to be prayed over by Pastor Rob or Pastor Alex.

November 29Pick Up

Receive Joy Be Blessed

Drop Off

Over 1,475 lbs. of 
food was collected 
for the Belleville 
Food Pantry.

“We were so 
pleased with the 
donations. Amazing 
generosity!”  
Mandy Guinn,  
Mission Committee

The Jensen 
Family Singers 
dressed for the 
occasion to  
sing favorite 
carols and 
even take 
requests!

Who doesn’t love bumper stickers? 
Help promote FUPC!

Those in their cars enjoyed a brief chat and a prayer with 
the pastors and then received a candy cane. 



Two photos are needed to 
show ALL the donations 
collected for the 46 Children’s 
Home & Aid families FUPC 
sponsored! Here Bob Jensen 
and Dwight Lied assemble 
a new futon donated by the 
Sand Dollars for a family 
of seven.  Such a Christmas 
blessing for the community. 
Did you know Bob has been 
coordinating the pickup 
and distribution of LOTS of 
donated furniture for our 
Needs Among Us program? 
Dwight has been a HUGE help, 
too. Along with our entire 
church family, they are truly a 
blessing to so many families.   
~ Keely Giles, Evangelism 

Mat Conway at 
his keyboard 
providing the joy 
of Christmas 
music as folks 
cruise thru his 
location. Thank 
you, Mat!

No Merry Mates 
Cookie Walk this 
year, but Merry 

Mates still made 
dozens of cookies 
to share with their 
church family.

Prayer cards 
for a weekly 
 blessing.

December 6
Pick Up

Receive Joy Be Blessed

Drop Off



Lydia Circle Kindercottage Cap & Mitten Tree Collection 
Sets of hats and gloves/mittens: 99
Hats: 131
Gloves/mittens: 332 pairs
$30 donation 

Located in East St. Louis, Kindercottage is one of the ministries 
First United has supported for many years. 

The Jensen Family Singers once 
again share the Joy of Christmas 
in song but this time with a few 
new friends! 

Beautiful invitations 
to pass along for the 
Christmas Eve Zoom 
service and candles 
to light as we sing 
“Silent Night.”

Pastor Rob 
and his 
family  
enjoy a 
blessing 
together.

December 13
Pick Up

Receive Joy Be Blessed

Drop Off



A video is available 
(see link below) of the 
creative greetings 
and songs shared by 
church family friends 
at the Drop Off site. 
Christmas word games 
were also available to 
entertain both young 
and old as they waited 
in line for the next stop. 

Diana Umali, along with “two friends” and her keyboard, played a 
variety of Christmas music as everyone cruised thru the Receive 
Joy stop. Requests were welcome and encouraged. Thank you, 
Diana, for sharing your musical gift on this special occasion! 

A festive backdrop on a beautiful, sunny day made for the perfect 
Christmas photo opportunity! Many First United folks took 
advantage of having their photo taken… in matching pajamas, 
Santa hats, interesting sweaters, or dressed in Christmas red and 
green. Many thanks to Joe Fedak, photographer for the day, and 
his assistant, Brenda.

Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex visited with members of our church 
family and then closed each visit with a prayer. Each car cruising 
thru received a prayer card for the week… and their choice of 
flavor for a Ghirardelli chocolate square. A bright red “sleigh” 
perfectly timed the visit with “Santa” for the photo!

December 20
Pick Up

Receive Joy Be Blessed

Drop Off

To see the video, go 
to firstunitedpres.org 
and scroll down to 
“Christmas Mashup.”



January Dates
January 4: Annual Reports Due All annual reports from staff, session committees, deacons, 
trustees, and life groups need to be emailed to LuAnn Orlet, lorlet@firstunitespres.org, by 
Monday, January 4. 
January 10: Installation and Ordination of New Officers
January 31: Annual Congregational Meeting to receive and review annual reports and to 
present the budget for 2021.

Claim Your Faith 
You have a faith story to tell. This is the story of what you believe and of what you have 
experienced with God. It is the most important story you have to tell others. Is your faith 
story ready to be written? The Christian Education Committee will offer a workshop called 
“Claim Your Faith.” Mentors will guide you in writing your statement of faith. The sessions will 
be held from 2:00-3:00 pm on Sundays, January 10 and 31, with a follow-up celebration on 
Sunday, February 28.  The workshop is limited in size, with registration closing on January 5. 
To sign up or to find out more, please email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Announcements

ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings
Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
9:15 am: “Ten Commandments” 
Leaders: Roger Doll, Danny Halel, 
Sheila Misselhorn, Pattie Layman, Jim 
Nicholas
What do the Ten Commandments 
mean for today? This study probes 
each commandment for its meaning 
in ancient times and its implications 
today with sessions titled No Other 
Gods, A Jealous God, The Sabbath Rest, 
Honoring Parents, Protecting Life, and 
Desire.
Zoom log-on information will 
be updated each Friday in the 
eWeekly. To receive study materials, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. 
 
Adulting, 9:45 am
For Zoom log-on info, contact Joy Baltz, 
joybaltz@gmail.com, or Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

During the Week
Hope in the Word with the Pastors
Our pastors are offering online 
times for prayer, Bible reading, and 
connecting with others.

Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Thursdays, 4:00 pm, Pastor Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113
 
Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
January 2: Sand Dollars
The Sand Dollars will continue their monthly meetings via Zoom on Saturday, January 2, 
at 7:00 pm. Anyone interested in joining us, please contact our Skippers, Brenda and Joe 
Fedak, 233-1213, or Jan and Dennis Nevois, 277-4383. Officers for 2021 will continue their 
same positions as last year: Co-Skippers: Jan and Dennis Nevois and Brenda and Joe Fedak; 
Pursers:  Nancy and Bob Lonsdale; Log Keepers: Kay and Jeff Schanuel.

Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, January 8, at 7:00 pm. Contact Carol Purviance, 
250-5688, to join in this time of fellowship. All are welcome! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
If you need a prayer shawl while the church is closed, call Betty McRoberts, 235-3197. She 
has shawls available at her house. 

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom
Three women’s groups meet monthly via Zoom with the purpose to nurture women’s faith 
through prayer and Bible study. There are two different studies, and all women are invited 
to participate in one or both. More details about the studies and log-on information can be 
obtained by contacting the leaders.
• January 14, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament, Lesson 5; contact Shirley Samples, 624-3340
• January 19, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at 
the Ten Commandments, Lesson 4; contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226
• January 20, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments, Lesson 5; contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688

Honest Conversation on Race 
Please join us as we continue to focus on 
racism through a study of the book, So 
You Want to Talk about Race, by Ijeoma 
Oluo. Discussion via Zoom will resume on 
Monday evenings starting January 18 
with chapter nine. Elder Kristen Link will 
lead this discussion from 7:30-8:30 pm. You 

can join any week’s discussion. (The Zoom link will be available 
each week in the eWeekly.) If you need help to purchase the 
book, contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.

Per Capita
The Per Capita  
apportionment  
for 2021 is $32.

Adult Fellowship



Our Mission

Financial Support to Employees and Our 
Continued Mission
Although the church 
building is closed, FUPC 
remains committed 
to our employees 
and mission. All staff 
(salaried and hourly) 
will continue to receive 
their normal pay even 
though we are not gathering. In addition, 
we are committed to continuing all of 
our ministries to the local community 
and beyond. You can continue to 
provide offerings and support by mailing 
contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Share love, kindness and 
compassion, but avoid  

sharing germs.  
Remember to wash hands often.

Children’s Ministry
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
GFF and PYC will resume weekly Zoom 
meetings on Wednesday, January 20.  

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for 
children age 4 through 2nd grade. 
GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm. 
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for 
children in grades 3-5. 
PYC via Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm.

For more information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

2) Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Every Sunday, new worship sessions 
videotaped in Children’s Chapel are added 
to the FUPC YouTube channel. This is an 

Children & Youth Life

opportunity for families to worship and 
wonder together when it is convenient, 
or families can have a separate device for 
their children to use on Sunday mornings 
after the time with children. To find 
FUPC’s channel, search for “First United 
Presbyterian Belleville Illinois.”  

Youth Ministry 
KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in grades 
6-8.  
TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in 
grades 9-12.  
In 2021, the Youth Ministries of First United 
will focus on building and strengthening 
positive, faithful relationships. We 
want to meet students where they are 

while helping them grow in their faith.  
We know how important it is for students 
to be able to connect and spend time  
with friends and with caring adults. 
Therefore, Youth Ministries Committee 
is excited to announce we will be 
forming weekly small groups to work 
toward these goals. These groups will 
be a way for students and adults to 
encourage and learn from each other. 
We will also offer large group fellowship 
opportunities throughout the semester 
to continue to build community and 
connection across small groups. For 
more information, contact Kaitie Kautz, 
kkautz@firstunitedpres.org. Follow us on 
Instagram @fupcyouth.

First United supported and 
helped with the Belleville 

Summer Sack Lunch program’s 
first-ever Christmas Food Drop. 

2 Routes 
12 Stops 

187 Homes

Each family received: 
 5 lbs. of potatoes 
package of meat 
1/2 gallon milk 

2 boxes of cereal 
spaghetti noodles 

spaghetti sauce 
fresh fruit 

fresh vegetables 
loaf of bread 
baked goods 

Children’s Bibles 
and warm, fleece blankets.

The children and families 
we serve during the 

summer lunch stops were 
happy to see our delivery 
teams again! The need is 
great, and we were blessed 
to be a part of this program.  
~ Nancy Kreeb, Coordinator

Belleville Christmas Food Drop 
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