SPECIAL

Some fun >>>
How many Presbyterians
does it take to change a
light bulb?

MINI

EDITION

Answer: Don’t you dare
change that light bulb! My
great-grandfather donated
that lightbulb!
June 2020

“With a faith
perspective, goodness
shines in the darkest
of places.”

Our Good News
For Ourselves, Our Households, Our Communities, Our World

10:15 am Coffee & Chat
10:30 am Service Begins
You can join with video and audio from your
computer, tablet, or smartphone, but our
online worship is also accessible via phone
for just the audio. Our online worship isn’t
just watching a video on your computer. It is
interactive and community building with a
chat area and video conference setup that
let’s us participate in worship. We have
coffee hour time before and after the service
where we will chat, wave, and visit online.
Here are the instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by using
this link: https://zoom.us/j/299269153
If this is your first time using Zoom, there
may be a prompt for a few setup steps.
OR

Join with just audio by dialing this
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799
and then Meeting ID 299 269 153
If you have any problems,
please contact the office during the week.

During the past several weeks of our
Shelter in Place, actor John Krasinski
has hosted a YouTube online show
called “Some Good News.” In this
series of short videos, good news
stories from around the world have
been shared to serve as reminders to
all of us. Finding these signs of good
was easy for the actor. He simply put
out the word that he
was looking for some
good news. People
responded
with
videos and pictures.
Then, he simply
compiled them each
week and often did something special
for one of the people who submitted
some good news. It was an instant
feel-good sensation. If you have time,
it is worth searching YouTube to
watch
these
episodes.
For the month of June, we will have a
worship series called “Our Good
News.” The whole point is to help us
reorient the way we see the world.

There is so much good in this world
and, in particular, there is the Good
News we have as Christians. Our
Good News is the salvation and lifegiving relationship that God invites
us to see. With a faith perspective,
goodness shines in the darkest of
places. We can have peace and joy
even with the burdens of our current
situations. This gives
us good news for
ourselves,
our
households,
our
community and the
world. Join us in
June
for
Zoom
worship by computer, tablet,
smartphone or by voice-only phone
call. The instructions are posted
on our church website or you
can call into the church office
during the week to get the call-in
numbers. See column to left for
current settings.
In Christ,
Pastor Rob

New Confirmands Received On Sundays, May 17 and 31, seven confirmands publicly professed their faith in Jesus Christ

and were welcomed into membership. Pictured here are the confirmands and their mentors: top row left to right, Addison
Bayne, Griffin Guinn, Joy Hunter, Marissa Kearns, Johnny Mize, Eli Thornberry, and Ivy Thornberry; bottom row left to right,
Debbie Reeder, Lorenzo Clayton, Sarah Dyer, Linda Hangsleben, Dan Bainter, Dan O’Saben, and Rosemary Ehrstein.

Merry Mates

<<< Lifegroup updates

Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, June 12, at 6:30 pm. Contact
Carol Purviance, 250-5688, to join in this fellowship. All are welcome!
Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will not meet until further notice. If you
need a shawl, and the church is closed, call Betty McRoberts. 235-3197. I
have shawls available at my house.
FUPC Quilters

Quilts for the Confirmands
These beautiful and colorful quilts were
made by First United Quilters and
delivered by staff to the confirmands.

<<< Baptism

The week-long Summer Quilt Camp will be announced at a later date. Be
safe, and we'll see you soon!
Cards, Calls and Contact

<<< From the Deacons

Due to the COVID19 situation, the deacons were unable to meet in April.
Because we were unable to make visits, Pastors Rob and Alex created a
check-in call list that was distributed to all deacons. With the check-in list
and the Deacons Care List, the deacons made 233 calls, sent 217 cards and
sent 29 emails, totaling 482 contacts made to our members.
For the meeting on May 13, the deacons used Zoom for the first time with
100% member participation. The deacons made 297 calls, sent 248 cards and
sent 17 emails, totaling 563 contacts made to our members. The deacons
want our church members to know that in this time of isolation you are not
forgotten. We want to stay in contact and help our members with anything
that is needed. ~ Dave Misselhorn, Deacons’ Moderator
Lydia Circle

<<< Circles

The Lydia Circle will meet via Zoom on June 11 at 7:00 pm for devotion and
fellowship. Please contact Shirley Samples, 624-3340, for information.
Sponsored
by
her
grandmother,
Sammylane Wirth, Linda Wirth received
the Sacrament of Baptism on May 24.
Also pictured are Pastor Rob Dyer and
Mike Wirth, Linda’s father.

Streaming Bible Study

<<< Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets every Wednesday morning at 8:30 am
for Bible study via the wonderful technology of Zoom. You can join by
computer, iPad, or by phone. For information, contact Danny Halel,
213-7888.

<<< Baptism

On May 31, Marissa Kearns received
the Sacrament of Baptism by
immersion outside adjacent to the bell.

Presbyterian Community
Preschool Updates
There are still a few slots open for the 2020-21 school year for
3 and 4-year olds! Find out more by calling 233-4809. Please
leave your name, phone number, and the age of your child by
August 1, and one of the Preschool teachers will call back.
The past three months have been challenging for the Preschool. Dealing with
the unknown was the hardest part: was school going to resume in April, then
in May, or be closed for the rest of the year? And just like public schools, the
Preschool didn’t resume in person. The Board voted to continue paying the
teachers and teacher assistants even though families were excused from paying
their final month of tuition and fundraisers were cancelled. The Board
estimates that the Preschool lost approximately $20,000 in income.
The students may have been home; however, the teachers got creative and did
an outstanding job reaching out to the children and their families! They mailed
and emailed materials, posted ideas on Facebook, held Zoom classes, and even
celebrated spring and summer birthdays. What a memorable year for these
preschoolers! The Board and staff look forward to the next school year, ready
through prayer and determination to face any challenges it may bring!

Q:
A:
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate is an
historical novel about the Tennessee Children’s
Home that was run for decades by Georgia Tann.

Hope in the Word
with the Pastors
Our pastors are offering online times for
prayer, Bible reading, and connecting with
others. All are welcome even if you've never
been to our church before!
Mondays, 6:00 pm with Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and audio:
https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 then
Meeting ID: 474-086-446
Thursdays, 4:00 pm with Pastor Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and audio:
https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 then
Meeting ID: 822-505-113

Thoughtful Christian
Gathering
During June, this class will continue to meet
at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings via Zoom.
June 7, 14, 21: 1 & 2 Thessalonians - Roger
Doll teaching
June 28: Where is God When Disaster
Strikes? - Jim Nicholas teaching
Zoom log-on information will be updated
each Friday in the eWeekly. To receive any
study materials in advance, contact Stephanie
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.

Adulting
Adulting meets on Sunday mornings via
Zoom at 9:45 am. On June 14 at 9:15 am,
Tina Steibel will lead a yoga class via Zoom.
For Zoom log-on information, contact
Stephanie Foltz or Kristen Link,
kristenlink03@yahoo.com

Transformative Stewardship
Is there a Stewardship Test?

The simple answer is that there is no test
for stewardship, but if there was one it
would be an open book exam with one
word woven within every answer. As we
have learned, stewardship involves
more than our financial donations, it
involves caring for others, the
community, our family and ourselves.
With the stress of COVID-19 it is even more important than ever to stay calm,
listen and offer reassurance not only to our children and neighbors, but to ourselves.
Once we “put the oxygen mask on ourselves” we are empowered to use our Godgiven talents and skills to address the needs of our families and the community.
This is a time to reach up and reach out. This is a time to appreciate each other and
recognize when someone needs more help and guidance than we can provide. The
antidote to fear, frustration, anxiety and confusion starts and ends with love, but at
times requires the need for the wisdom to know when matters are beyond our
capacity. ~ God Bless, The Stewardship Committee

Financial Support to Employees
and Our Continued Mission
Although the church building is closed,
FUPC remains committed to our
employees and mission. All staff
(salaried and hourly) will continue to
receive their normal pay even though
we are not gathering. In addition, we
are committed to continuing all of our
ministries to the local community and
beyond. You can continue to provide
offerings and support by mailing
contributions to the church or by giving
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Contact the church >>>
Phone calls and emails are being
forwarded. Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295
church@firstunitedpres.org

Celebrating Graduates

First United would like to recognize the
accomplishments of all December 2019
and spring 2020 graduates, including
high school, 2-year and 4-year college,
post-high school training program, or
post-college. Details needed are the
student’s name, parents’ names, school,
degree, any awards and future plans.
Please provide contact information in
case there are questions. The deadline
has been extended to June 10. Please
email the information to Stephanie Foltz,
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.

Needs Among Us

This used car donation was used to help a single mother and Certified
Nursing Assistant (CNA), who could not afford her continuing car repairs
to be able to work.

May 26, 2020
The Church is Open… But Not Gathering Physically In-Person
When are we reopening the church? We never closed. The church is open and thriving!
Worship attendance has increased dramatically through online Zoom worship. We have
welcomed several new members to our church family. We have also had so many more
visitors to our Zoom-based online worship than we had previously with our in-person
worship. We have had a record-breaking mission ministry through Needs Among Us to
help local families in crisis. Individuals and families who were hurting before the pandemic
struck are really struggling now. In response, our church has continued to walk alongside
church members, worship visitors, and nearly 50 Children’s Home and Aid families with
prayer, clothing, emotional support, food, spiritual guidance, rent/utilities relief, and more.
We are staying connected with extra phone calls, cards, messages, and video chats. We
are running Bible studies, life groups, classes, children/youth ministries, and more to help
people grow in their faith. All of this has happened within the limitations of this pandemic.
The church is open and doing the Lord’s work!
Now… if you want to know when we will resume our physically in-person ministries, that is
a whole other question. It is a complicated question that involves government rules,
contagious disease science, intentional prayer, careful planning, and a lot of guessing. We
have established a Coronavirus Task Force that is made up of people within our
congregation with particular relevant life experiences. The Session has discussed the
recommendations of this task force along with the recommendations of the CDC, our
Presbytery, denomination, and various other national faith organizations. As we continue
to formulate a phased plan for how we will restart physically in-person church activities, we
are determined to be good stewards of one another. We are carefully considering each
aspect of worship, childcare, small groups, etc. and we are doing this using guidance from
the CDC, our denomination, and other greater church resources. The current information
available to us does not enable us to pick a specific date for reopening the building and
resuming physically in-person ministries.
In the meanwhile, our current closed building policies will remain in place. Until Session
decides otherwise, we will have no physically in-person gatherings or committee meetings
at the church. If the policy is changed, we will send out communications by email, website,
and newsletter. The state of Illinois has outlined a 5-phase process for full recovery from
this pandemic crisis. Currently, the policy says that we will only enter the final Phase 5

once there is a widely available vaccine or successful treatment plan for COVID-19. Phase
3 allows gatherings for up to 10 people. Phase 4 allows gatherings for up to 50 people. We
don’t really have the opportunity to consider our normal worship practices of over 250
people until Phase 5. Moving into Phase 3 or Phase 4 gives us the opportunity to consider
small gatherings, but it does not mean we will automatically start small physically in-person
gatherings or meetings. Only Session can make that decision.
We have many people in our congregation with high risk factors. Even after we have the
opportunity to consider smaller in-person gatherings (and then if we decide to start some
gatherings), we will still have people who need special care and consideration. How we
implement any in-person activities must be carefully designed. Even the implementation of
other “in proximity options” like outdoor or drive-in worship must be carefully planned.
While we develop a plan for eventually resuming physically in-person ministries, we are
considering how we can stay equally engaged with those who may not be rejoining us
physically in-person for a long time. We will also be considering how to continue to reach
those who have recently started their relationship with our church through Zoom worship.
Even after we resume full, physically in-person ministries, it seems certain that we will also
continue to offer some form of online worship and other ministries.
On behalf of the staff, I want to say thank you for all of your support and encouragement.
We appreciate all of the notes, emails, and other expressions of gratitude. The Session’s
decision to continue to pay all of our full-time and part-time employees has been affirmed
by your communications and generous financial offerings. This is hard work. The staff are
trying to reinvent what church looks like in a new context while the new context shifts
under their feet on a weekly basis. And by the way… they are doing a really great job! I
stay connected with many friends in ministry around the nation, and I can tell you that we
have one fantastic church staff. Everyone is doing their best to make good choices for the
sake of your spiritual and physical well-being. If you have a physical or spiritual need,
please do not hesitate to reach out to any of us.
The church is open and thriving! The church is doing the Lord’s work! Thanks be to God!
In Christ,
Pastor Rob

