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Joyful Faith Continued...

We are spending two months in the Joyful Faith series. I 

was working with Jody, our Art Director, on the cover for 

this month’s Steeple, knowing that the sermon series remains 

the same. She proposed several different options for the cover. I 

chose the one you see here, because there’s something about the 

black with the color popping out that seemed appropriate for this 

summer. There have been a lot of difficult events in the life of our 

country, community, and even church. We have experienced some 

darker and harder things over the last few months. We have also 

experienced lighter and joyful things together during this same 

time. 

Recently, our guest preacher, Reverend Liz Rolf Kanerva, spoke 

about a “complex faith.” I appreciated her acknowledgment 

that joyful faith does not mean shallow or surface-level, but a rich 

and complex faith that happens in community. As we enter the 

heat of this summer, as COVID rears its head, and as life seems 

more complex than ever, remember that we have joy in faith 

amidst the hard things. Just like the colorful splashes popping on 

the cover of this newsletter amidst the dark background, we can 

find joy in our faith in the midst of trials and difficulties.

As we continue to explore this complex faith we share, 

remember the words of Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Our joy rests in the 

assurance that nothing can separate us from the love of our God.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Alex

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

July Worship
We’ve Got 
Options!



Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

July: Practice Joy   
We usually think of joy as a feeling, 
a response to something we 
experience. Scripture, however, 
invites us to experience joy as more 
than a passive response; instead, we 
practice joy as a faithful choice. Joy 
is something that we experience, 
something we savor, and something 
that is gifted to us by a loving and 
merciful God. While we experience 
joy individually, it is also a communal 
practice, one that is experienced in 
different ways by all God’s people. 
This study will help us explore this 
faithful choice in more detail.

This class is hybrid, meeting in 
person and on Zoom. For details 
and to receive study materials, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org. Log-on 
information for Zoom is updated 
each Friday in the eWeekly. 

During the Week

Men’s Bible Study  
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
618-213-7888 or nthalpwing@gmail.
com. 

Adult 
Discipleship

Life Groups
July 2: Book Club
In July, the Book Club will discuss Postville: A Clash of Cultures in 
Heartland America by Stephen G. Bloom. We will begin at 6:30 pm 
via Zoom. Please contact Joyce Dyer, Joycejdyer@att.net, for the 
Zoom ID and passcode. The book selection for August is Remarkable 
Creatures by Tracy Chevalier. Join us!

July 8: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet on Friday, July 8, at 6:30 pm in Eversull Hall to enjoy dessert and 
fellowship. The program will be about the founding of our country with prizes for those 
with the most correct answers! All are welcome! For more information or to reserve a spot, 
contact Jean and Andy Morgan, 618-257-1935.

July 26: Potlucks with a Purpose
Ladies, we will gather in Eversull Hall on Tuesday, July 26, at 6:30 pm for our quarterly Potluck 
with a Purpose meeting. This time, please bring a dish from home to share (about 6 servings), 
along with your “dining out dollars” to contribute to a worthy cause. Our guest speaker will 
be Pastor Jeffrey Williams, the new executive director of CAC, Christian Activity Center, in 
East St. Louis. Since 1989, the mission of CAC has been to prepare the youth of East St. Louis 
for successful futures, spiritually, academically, and physically. It offers amazing, year-round 
programs from a spiritual perspective and has equally amazing results! Please talk this up in 
your church Circles, so we have a good showing. This is a cause worth knowing about. For 
information, contact Sue Perez, randsperez@gmail.com.

Meet Millennials!
The Millennials group meets monthly and is an excellent 
opportunity to connect with other young adults. We usually 
meet at a local restaurant or at the church. Whether we are 
eating out or playing board games at the church, we have a 
great time together. The evening is always filled with good 
friends and conversation. Join us at our next gathering! For 
information, contact Jane Coulter, sjcoulter@gmail.com.

Thank You from the Veterans!
On Memorial Day weekend, the FREE 
Community BBQ, sponsored by the Veterans’ 
Life Group, was a big success! We had great 
weather to enjoy food and fellowship on the 
patio and in Eversull Hall. Ninety-plus church 
members and community guests attended. 
Next year, we hope to partner with the 
Hospitality Committee to make this an even 
bigger community event. 

Many thanks to Veteran members who generously donated food, funds, and time to support 
this event. Also, thanks to other church members’ donations of time or funds to our Veteran 
mission, allowing us to support other veterans, veteran charities, and the local community.

Adult Fellowship

Family News

Our Deepest Sympathy 
For the family and friends of Norma Williams who died on May 27, in Chesterfield, Missouri. For the family and friends of Irene Coverdell 
who died on June 4, in Peoria, Illinois. For the family and friends of Don Rhodes who died on June 16 in Lebanon, Illinois.

New Blessing
Ryver Ross Wrestler was born on June 2, in O’Fallon, Illinois. Ryver is the son of Mariah and Daniel Wrestler and the grandson of Dawn 
Hackman and Chris Pohlman.

P H O T O  B Y  K E N  S T A N G E



Caring Ministries

From the Deacons
Seventeen members attended the 
meeting on June 8, attending in person 
or via Zoom. Lenny Singano provided a 
devotion and reading from Luke 18:1-8.
•  New  business  included  a  request  for  a  replacement  for  the 
Nominating Committee due to Karen and Chuck Thurig’s relocation 
to Florida.
•  Old  business  included  a  challenge  from  Brenda  Doll  to  the 
committee to make a special effort with extra calls and uplifting 
emails to those church members on the Deacon Care List during the 
next month. June thru July are historically a bit lower with contacts 
because June is a popular month to travel.
•  Success  of  the  Connecting  Christian  Hearts  program  was 
shared. When CCH participants were asked to share some of their 
experiences with Brenda Doll, it was evident that acquaintances 
have been renewed and new friendships have been created. This is 
an email example that was shared: “My Connecting Christian Hearts 
partner and I have chatted on the phone, emailed several times, and 
met in person twice. She is a delightful lady, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to get to know her.”
•  Progress on new non-tarnishing covers for the communion dishes 
was discussed. Fabric stores and online resources are still being 
researched to find quality fabric at an affordable price.
•  Deacon contacts during June included 47 calls, 102 cards, 19 visits, 
and 14 emails for a total of 182 contacts.

Transportation Ministry   
Seven drivers are available during the busy summer months to 

transport FUPC members to medical 
appointments in the Metro-East 
and St. Louis areas. Please contact 
Brenda Doll, 618-444-9660, to 
arrange for a ride at least one week 
before the appointment day.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl knitters will 
meet twice during the remaining 
summer months, on July 27 and 
August 17 in the Commons. Mary 
Teague will have the coffee ready 
at 9:30 am on both days! Treats 
will be provided in July, but a 
volunteer is needed in August. 
This ministry is an active one, and the response is always wonderful 
gratitude from the comfort that shawls bring at times of both 
sorrow and joy. The group is ecumenical, with ladies from several 
different churches participating. If a prospective member is unable 
to knit or crochet, please attend anyway. It is fellowship that blesses 
this group. Please join this wonderful group. Your presence and your 
contributions of shawls are such a blessing. For more information, 
contact Mary Teague, 618-920-7589.

Sunglasses May Be Needed on Communion Sunday!
On June 8, five deacons gathered for a Polishing Party. Their goal 
was to give our communion plates, pitchers, and chalices a shine. 
Considerable “elbow grease” was used, as laughs and hearty 
discussion accompanied the chores. A light supper was served 
before the polishers attended the evening Deacons’ meeting. These 
“polishers with pizazz” included Ann Breeden, Jane Bynum, Brenda 
Doll, Joyce Dyer, and Debbie Reeder.

Ways to Serve & Give

Hospitality Ministry:   
Urgent Request
Napaccino: The art of coffee napping. 
Thanks to a quirk in the way that 
coffee and sleep affect the brain, 
coffee naps are more effective than 
coffee or naps alone to boost mental 
alertness and productivity. Because it 
takes a cup of coffee about 20 minutes 
to metabolize, and a 20-minute nap is 
just the right amount of time to feel 
rested without the long nap hang-
over, napaccinos are scientifically 
proven to restore our energy midday.

The Hospitality Ministry invites you to host coffee hour once or twice 
this year. Use this time to showcase your church group or committee. 
The signup sheet is by the coffee pots in Cornell Commons, and the 
Hospitality Ministry is always available for guidance. Thank you in 
advance!

Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program  
We are again answering the call to “feed 
the hungry” by providing nutritious 
lunches for children at risk of hunger in our 
community. For ten weeks, we will prepare 
and deliver 200 lunches every Friday to 
fourteen delivery sites located close to our 
public schools. 
•  Lunch deliveries continue through 
August 12. 
•  Help prepare lunches on Thursday 
evenings from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. Once again, we’ll be working 
together in Eversull Hall. Please use the Royal Heights Road 
Chapel door. 
•  Grocery shop for lunchmeat, buns, and fresh fruit. 
•  Toothbrushes, toothpaste, and money are also helpful donations.
  

Contact Nancy Kreeb, kreebnja@hotmail.com, Abby Smith,  
abbysmc5@gmail.com, or Tina Thornberry, tthornberry@bths201.
org if you have questions. 

P H O T O S  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z



Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministries

All God’s Critters Practice Joy
• What: a fun summer evening for families 
with children grade 5 and younger
• When: Sunday, July 17, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
• Where: outside on patio and playground 
area at First United Presbyterian Church in 
Belleville, Illinois
• Why: practicing joy through Bible stories, 
games, art projects, and more fun
• Required: at least one adult with each 
family of children

On June 19, children 
who had attended 
Bible Discovery Classes 
received their own 
copy of The Children’s 
Illustrated Bible so they 
can continue to read 
and learn the stories 
of God’s people and of 
God’s love for them.

P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z

Summer 2022 Happenings for Children & Their Families

• Required: registration by Thursday, July 
14, to Stephanie, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.
org
• Bring: towel to sit on PLUS optional 
water activities at end, so wear swimsuits 
or clothes & shoes to get wet 
• Optional: BYOE Picnic (Bring Your Own 
Everything) in Church Pavilion from 6:00-
6:30 pm
• If rains: postponed to later in the 
summer
 
Look for more details in your email, 
mailbox, on Facebook, and in the Friday 
eWeekly! 

Children’s Chapel
For children ages 3 through grade 5
Every Sunday during 11:00 am worship 
service where children hear stories of 
God’s people and respond. 

Get Ready! Get Set! Worship!  
Either Sunday, August 14
Or Sunday, August 21
9:30-10:45 am
A time for parents/guardians and their 
children entering grades K-5 to explore 
worshipping at FUPC



Congratulations 2022 Graduates 

The Christian Education and Youth Ministries Committees, on behalf 
of the First United congregation, salute these sixteen graduates 
whose families provided information. We wish them the best now 
and in their future years! 

High School Graduates
• Comfort M. Chibweya, Belleville East; Award from Music 
Department; Army National Guard and will attend Columbia College 
in Chicago to study Music Composition; parents, Lennie Singano & 
Josiah Chisale
• Delaney Giles, Belleville East; Young Women of Achievement 
Award for the Arts; will attend Bradley University to major in Sports 
Communications; parents, Keely & Mike; grandparents, Claudia & 
Marvin Brinkley
• Amber Lankford, Belleville East; Color Guard captain for two 
years; member of National, French, Math, and English Honor 
societies; coach/choreographer for Wolf Branch Flag Team; will 
attend University of Indianapolis to major in psychology and then 
will attend graduate school to earn a doctorate in physical therapy; 
parents, Leah & Shawn
• Noah Layman, Belleville West, Cum Laude, and as part of the 
Running Start Program at SWIC, Associate of Arts and Associate of 
Science; Illinois State Scholar & National Merit Finalist; will attend 
SIU-E to study Pharmacy; parent, Pattie; grandparents, Marie & Paul 
Kueker
• Robert Mize, St. Louis University High School, with high honors; 
will attend Washington University in St. Louis to major in Chemistry/
Pre-Med; parents, Stacie & Robbie; grandparents, Sharon & Jerry 
Gaskill 
• Spencer Paje, Bunker Hill High School; will attend Lewis and Clark 
Community College in Godfrey; great grandparent, Jane Stafford
• Luke Stephens, Robinson Secondary School in Fairfax, Virginia; 
will attend Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers; parents, Anne 
& Kevin; Confirmation Mentor, Ken Stange

College Graduates
• Daniel Giles, American University, 
B.A. Economics; Senior Resident 
Assistant of the Year (2021-2022); 
working as a Portfolio Analyst for 
a finance company in the Washington, D.C. area; parents, Keely & 
Mike; grandparents, Claudia & Marvin Brinkley
• Jeffrey Kerley, University of Missouri, B.S. in Computer Science and 
Information Technology; will begin Master’s program in Computer 
Science at Mizzou; parents, Shelley & John
• Jake Lunn, University of Toronto (Canada), Bachelor of Commerce; 
plans to work in the music industry; parents, Heather & Frank; 
grandparent, Barb Lunn
• Bailey Mokriakow, SIU-E, B.S. in Business Administration; working 
fulltime at BJC-Memorial Hospital East; parents, Jess Mokriakow & 
George Mokriakow 
• Grace Phillips, Lewis and Clark Community College, Associate 
Degree in Medical Assisting; great grandparent, Jane Stafford

Graduate Degrees
• Jordan DuBeau, University of Colorado Boulder, PhD in 
Mathematics; W.E. Briggs Teaching Excellence Award & Burton W. 
Jones Teaching Excellence Award; working as a data scientist with 
Microsoft; parents, Patti & Guy; grandparent, Barb Lunn
• Phil Galli, SIU-Carbondale, PhD in Criminal Justice; spouse, Mary; 
children, Max & Mallory; in-law, Susy Rybicki
• Brooke Lunn Griffin, Washington University School of Law (St. 
Louis), Juris Doctor; will take the bar exam in July and join the 
healthcare regulatory practice group where she interned for two 
summers; spouse, Sam; parents, Marcy & Daniel; grandparent, Barb 
Lunn
• Sarah Rybicki, University of Illinois, Master’s in Library Science; 
parent, Susy 

New Directories are Coming!
First United will soon have new directories! The 
Member Connection committee has chosen 
Universal Church Directories for this purpose. The 
dates for photos will be: September 20, 21, 30, 
and October 1. More detailed information will 
follow. We just wanted to share the good news!

Trustees at Work: An Update
•  As well as routine repairs, the air 
conditioning system in the Blue 
Room had to be replaced.  
•  We  continue  to  work  to  resolve 
problems with the Chapel elevator.  
•  Even  in  the  hot  weather,  the 
church gardeners are keeping our 
grounds beautiful.  
Thanks to everyone who volunteers to help with 
maintaining our church and grounds.

Save the Date: September 18-24
Adult and Church-Wide Mission Trips 
(More details later)
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On May 15, high school seniors were honored 
during the worship services. Each senior in 

attendance received a bag of gifts: a book, an 
FUPC water bottle and sticker, plus a handmade 
tablet holder from the Prayer Shawl Ministry.
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PYC Mystery Day 2022
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Wahoo! After missing 2 years, we had PYC 
Mystery Day on June 4! Our day started 

at Grant’s Farm, watching an animal show, 
bottle feeding baby goats, hand feeding 
older goats, and riding the carousel. Lunch 
was “order what you want” at Uncle Bill’s. 
Then we were off to the Myseum for lots of 
hands-on science. Final stop was Ted Drewes 
on Rt. 66. Many thanks to our bus driver, Joe 
Fedak, and to Cathy Jensen who filled in at the 
last minute! What a fun day of making new 
friends and a wonderful day  of fellowship 
with a great group of PYCers! (PYC is the 
children’s group at FUPC for grades 3-5.)
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OUR STAFF
The Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Friday. 

All God’s Critters Practice Joy 

Sunday, July 17

4:00 – 6:00 pm

Optional BYOE Picnic

6:00 – 6:30 pm

Adopt a Highway

The Mission Committee sponsored a highway 
trash cleanup on Saturday, June 18. Four people 

turned out to participate. Due to the small turnout, 
we were only able to clean up less than half of our 
one-mile stretch along SR 161. Pictured are left to 
right: Andy Morgan, Kevin Meder, Jim Nicholas and 
Dan Wagner.

P H O T O  B Y  D A N  W A G N E R



Confirmation Sunday #1 

Three of the five 2022 
Confirmation students 

were confirmed on June 
5. The students received 
certificates, gifts, and a 
quilt from FUPC Quilters. 
Kevin Meder and Joy 
Baltz served as mentors 
and received gifts. The  
two other students will 
be confirmed later this 
summer and fall. 
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The Presbyterian Community Preschool was 
founded in 1963 and has taught young 

children for almost 60 years. It is with great 
sadness that I announce the Preschool Board has 
decided to close the Presbyterian Community 
Preschool. The 2021-2022 school year just 
completed is the Preschool’s last year. The Board 
will return deposits to families already registered 
for the 2022-2023 preschool year. Unfortunately, 
the enrollment numbers were not enough to 
sustain the Preschool’s operating budget. As our 
culture and society have changed, so has the 
need for two-day-a-week preschools. 

Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that for everything 
there is a season. Board members pray that 

God will continue to use, guide, and inspire all 
those whose lives have been touched by the 
Presbyterian Community Preschool. We give 
thanks for a supportive church that has housed 
and supported the Preschool since the beginning, 
as well as the amazing teachers and staff, board 
members, volunteers, and families who have 
come through our doors over the years. Thank 
you, and may God bless you.

Linda Hangsleben
Board President
Presbyterian Community Preschool 

Presbyterian Community Preschool 

P H O T O S  B Y  M A R T H A  D E X H E I M E R  &   S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z



Comedy Night at FUPC!

P H O T O S  B Y  B R A N D Y  E N G L E R T ,  S T E P H A N I E  F O L T Z ,  J E N N Y  H U M P H R E Y S ,  &  P A S T O R  A L E X  L Y S D A H L

We had a great Comedy Night on June 18! The 
opening act was filled with jokes from our youngest 

members which got us laughing. There were also two 
professional comedians to entertain us, with Tom Bryce 
opening for Dan Brown. We had snacks, lemonade, and 
lots of laughs! Thank you to all who made it possible: 
Andy Jensen, Stephanie Foltz, Hospitality Committee, 
Ann Breeden, Joyce Dyer, and Dale Overstreet!


	STEEPLE_JUL 2022
	INSERT_JUL 2022

