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10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 
accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Our online worship isn’t just 
watching a video on your computer. It 
is interactive and community building 
with a chat area and video conference 
setup that lets us participate in 
worship. We have coffee hour time 
before and after the service where we 
will chat, wave, and visit online. Here 
are the instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153
If this is your first time using Zoom, 

there may be a prompt for a few 
setup steps.

OR
Join with just audio by dialing this 

number on any phone:  
(312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153
If you have any problems, please 

contact the office during the week.

This year, Christmas is going to be 
challenging. We can’t celebrate all the 
ways we desire. Many of our traditions as 
individuals, families, and church friends will 
need to be reimagined or put aside. This is 
not the Christmas that we wanted, but it 
is the Christmas that we have this year. So, 
what shall we do? Shall we skip it? Shall we 
set aside the birth of Jesus while we pretend 
this year just isn’t happening? Or shall we 
pretend the pandemic isn’t happening 
and roll the dice 
with the wellness of 
our loved ones and 
larger community? 
These are not our 
only choices.

It is important that 
we all find ways to 
make holy space 
for Christmas this 
year. The world has 
done a great job 
of overtaking our 
Savior’s birth with 
commercialism and 
the pressures of 
perfect gift-giving. 
The pandemic won’t 
make this easier. It is important for each and 
every person of faith to make holy spaces 
in our Advent and Christmas season. You 
will find a special section in this issue of The 
Steeple about our Advent and Christmas 
plans. It also includes a devotion calendar 
for you. These are just a few building blocks 
in the construction of holy space in your 
experience of Christmas. 

For the next step, you may want to start with 
this question: What does Jesus really mean 
to me? We can lose all sorts of traditions, 
practices, gatherings, and other aspects 
of our “usual Christmas.” We cannot lose 
Jesus, though. What does it mean to you to 

have Jesus in our Christmas? Can we find a 
way to represent that meaning? The “usual 
Christmas” for us may have more nostalgia 
than Jesus. With the nostalgia diminished, 
how can we magnify the presence of Jesus 
in our Christmas celebrations this year? Are 
there symbols you can establish in your 
household, in your car, on your smartphone 
lock screen, or other places that remind 
you that you still have Jesus? The rest of the 
work is for you to find your own meaningful 

symbol of Christ 
in your Christmas. 
Along the way, we 
will share a common 
theme that does just 
that. Perhaps the 
church’s worship 
theme will provide 
a symbol (or an idea 
for a symbol) that 
you can use.

Our Advent and 
Christmas theme is 
“I Will Light Candles 
This Christmas.” I 
admit I am cheating 
when I lean into 
this theme. I 

love candles at Christmas for all sorts of 
nostalgic reasons. I also see the candle as 
a wonderful reminder that Jesus Christ is 
a light that comes into our darkest days. 
Jesus is my light to illumine truth and to 
light my path. The pandemic has taken 
away so much, but it will not take away my 
candles and it will not take away my faith in 
the Light of the World, my Lord, my Savior, 
my Jesus. I will light candles this Christmas. 
Let’s light candles together this Christmas. 
I will celebrate Jesus this Christmas. Let’s 
celebrate Jesus together this Christmas.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

I Will Light Candles This Christmas
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We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org



The Reason for the Season
It is truly amazing that God came to us in 
the form of the Christ child, innocent, yet 
in the fullness of God’s glory. A gift beyond 
comprehension in form, in impact and in 
love. This Prince of Peace brought us “the 
good news” that each person is loved and 
precious in the eyes of our Creator. He 
sought not gold, frankincense nor myrrh, 
but the opportunity to heal a broken world 
and to provide the ultimate example of the 
stewardship of a faithful son towards his 
Father’s kingdom. As we celebrate Christ’s 
birth, let us, in all we do, share the story, the 
word and the love entrusted to us. Let us 
be the hands and feet of Christ this Advent 
season and beyond. May we bless others 
with hope and love. ~ Stewardship Committee

Ways to Serve and Give

Stewardship

Christmas Families
“What an awesome church! All families have been sponsored 
in less than a week!”* Through First United’s participation with 
Children’s Home & Aid, we are blessed with the opportunity to make Christmas brighter for 
more families than ever. Gifts for sponsored families are due to the church on December 6 
from 1:00-4:00 pm.  * Keely Giles, Chairperson, Evangelism

December 13: Kindercottage Cap & Mitten Tree Collection 
At FUPC, on Sunday, December 13, from 2:00-4:00 pm, Lydia 
Circle is inviting folks to drive through and drop off warm items 
for Kindercottage. Needed are caps, hats, gloves, and mittens 
for infant through high school age. All items must be store-
bought per Illinois Department of Public Health rules. Located in 
East St. Louis, Kindercottage is one of the ministries First United 
has supported for many years. If you are unable to shop, Lydia 
Circle members will shop 
for you, or they will pick 
up the caps and mittens 
from your porch! Contact 
Norma Mason, 550-9373, 
or Susy Rybicki, 792-9458, 
to make arrangements.

Caring Ministries

Grief Share via Zoom
Are you overwhelmed by grief along with COVID-19? Come join us on Sunday afternoons 
from 1:00-3:00 pm (during Advent Sundays only) for Grief Share, a group discussion 
program led by a trained FUPC facilitator. Share your thoughts as you gain insight and 
support from others going through the same experience. In addition, you’ll have access to 
valuable online Grief Share resources that can help you recover from your loss and rebuild 
your life. Each weekly session includes a video discussing various aspects and stages of grief 
followed by a group discussion. Attend as many or as few sessions as you like. Contact John 
Mann, jrmann@protonmail.com or 558-5669, for more information.

From the Deacons
Deacons continued to care for our congregation in November by making calls, sending 
emails and cards. Due to the pandemic, Deacons regret not providing in-person visits or the 
Transportation Ministry until Session approves in-person contacts with church members. 
In November, Deacons made 111 calls, sent 38 emails and 179 cards, totaling 328 contacts 
with church members.

The Red Hearts Project returns this Christmas season, allowing our members to support 
others in our church family with cards and calls throughout the year. The Prayer Shawl 
ministry has distributed 183 Prayer Shawls, with an expectation of distributing 200 by the 
end of the year. ~ Respectfully, Marsha Head and David Misselhorn, Co-Moderators of Deacons

COVID-19 Update: How Are You Doing?

The last several COVID updates have been about resuming in-person worship gatherings. 
This month’s COVID update is less of an update and more of a question… How are you 
doing? We know that life is giving you challenges beyond the limitations on in-person 
gatherings. We are trying our best to help with each and every need that people are sharing 
with us during this difficult pandemic time. If you are having any sort of physical, mental, 
emotional, or spiritual challenge, remember that your church family is here for you. Too 
many times, people suffer silently and we miss the opportunity to help each other. Just 
reach out to Pastor Rob or Pastor Alex. You are loved… by God and your church.

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Dee McCarty; Sean, Aubrey, Karrick, 
and Vayda McCarty; Kay, Jeff, and Daniel 
Schanuel; Jan and Dennis Nevois; Angie, 
Chris, and Winnie Sheridan; and Jim and 
Meg Friedewald and their family on the 
death of Carolyn Friedewald who died on 
October 31. For the family of Brenda Burke 
who died on November 5. For Emily Wilson, 
Kasey and Sarah Wilson, and their families 
on the death of Ken Wilson who died on 
November 7. For John and Jan Dorris on the 
death of John’s brother, Jim Dorris,  who 
died on November 16. For Caryn Meder 
and family on the death of her aunt, Marge 
Sigler, who died on November 17.

Family News

Our Mission

Financial Support to Employees and Our 
Continued Mission
Although the church 
building is closed, FUPC 
remains committed 
to our employees 
and mission. All staff 
(salaried and hourly) 
will continue to receive 
their normal pay even 
though we are not gathering. In addition, 
we are committed to continuing all of 
our ministries to the local community 
and beyond. You can continue to 
provide offerings and support by mailing 
contributions to the church or by giving 
online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

P H O T O S  B Y  S .  R Y B I C K I



December 13: Congregational Meeting
There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 13, immediately following the 
10:30 Zoom worship service. The purpose is to elect a Trustee and Nominating Committee 
Members-at-Large and to approve terms of call for the pastors.

Claim Your Faith 
You have a faith story to tell. This is the story of what you believe and of what you have 
experienced with God. It is the most important story you have to tell others. Is your faith 
story ready to be written? Let us help you! The Christian Education Committee will offer a 
workshop called “Claim Your Faith.” Mentors will guide you in writing your statement of faith. 
The sessions will be held on January 10 and 31 from 2:00-3:00 pm, with a follow-up celebration 
on February 28. The workshop is limited in size, with registration closing on January 3. To sign 
up or to learn more, please email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Announcements

ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings
Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
9:15 am: “The Messiah: An Adult 
Advent Study” 
Leaders: Danny Halel, Roger Doll, Jim 
Nicholas, Jackie Bainter
This study will look at the four royal 
titles used in Isaiah 9:2-7: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. You will be 
challenged to learn how the people 
understood those titles during Jesus’ 
time and reflect on how Christians 
interpret Jesus as representing each 
title.      
Zoom log-on information will 
be updated each Friday in the 
eWeekly. To receive study materials, 
contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org.  

Adulting, 9:45 am
For Zoom log-on info, contact Joy Baltz, 
joybaltz@gmail.com, or Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

During the Week
Hope in the Word with the Pastors
Our pastors are offering online 
times for prayer, Bible reading, and 
connecting with others.

Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446

Thursdays, 4:00 pm, Pastor Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113
 
Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
December 11: Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, December 11, at 7:00 pm. Contact Carol 
Purviance, 250-5688, to join in this time of fellowship. All are welcome!  

News from the Quilters 
In spite of COVID-19 restrictions, the quilters continue their mission remotely from their 
homes. They recently provided four Quilts of Honor to the Veterans Life Group here at First 
United. The raffle quilt has been completed by Billie Chaney, working alone in Eversull Hall.

Anyone who enjoys quilting is welcome to donate quilt tops which can be gifted to new 
babies at their baptism, to our confirmands, to women in crisis, and to others as the need 
arises. Quilts are a gift of love.

As soon as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, planning for quilt camps will begin. Stay tuned!  
~ Sue Perez, Quilters

FUPC Women’s Circles via Zoom
Three women’s groups meet monthly via Zoom with the purpose to nurture women’s faith 
through prayer and Bible study. There are two different studies, and all women are invited 
to participate in one or both. More details about the studies and log-on information can be 
obtained by contacting the leaders.
• December 10, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers 
of Lament, Lesson 4; contact Shirley Samples, 624-3340
• December 15, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through 
Prayers of Lament, Lesson 3; contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226
• December 16, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments, Lesson 4; contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688

Fall Mission Project 
Hannah Circle members 
and Diane Richardson 
donated 14 handmade 
quilts, eight Walmart gift 
cards, and an assortment 
of model airplanes, 
games, and puzzles to 
Kemmerer Village, a 
Presbyterian Child Care Agency in Assumption, Illinois. FUPC members worked there during 
several past Adult Mission Trips. Kemmerer Village ministers to children and families who 
face stress and turmoil in their lives and assists individuals who advocate for the needs and 
rights of children and families in their community.

Adult Fellowship

P H O T O S  B Y  C  P U R V I A N C E



Hank Isaak and wife, Dianne

James “JJ” Johnson

Jay Bayne  
and wife, Jane

Xander Tambala, 
his parents, 
Martha and Alex, 
and brother, 
Zach.

Children’s Ministry
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
During December, GFF and PYC will meet 
only on Wednesday, December 2. Weekly 
Zoom meetings will resume on January 13. 

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for 
children age 4 through 2nd grade. 
GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm. 
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for 
children in grades 3-5. 
PYC via Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm.

For more information, contact Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Children & Youth Life

2) Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Every Sunday, new worship sessions 
videotaped in Children’s Chapel are  
added to the FUPC YouTube channel. 
During Advent, we will all be journeying 
to Bethlehem! This is an opportunity  
for families to worship and wonder 
together when it is convenient, or families 
can have a separate device for their 
children to use on Sunday mornings 
after the time with children. To find and 
subscribe to FUPC’s channel, search 
for “First United Presbyterian Belleville 
Illinois.” 

Youth Ministry 
Wednesday evenings via Zoom 
During December, KIX and TIM will meet 
only on Wednesday, December 2. Zoom 
meetings will resume on January 13. 

• KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in 
grades 6-8. 
KIX via Zoom is 6:00-7:00 pm. 
• TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in 
grades 9-12.
TIM via Zoom is 7:30-8:30 pm. 

For more information, contact Kaitie Kautz, 
kkautz@firstunitedpres.org. Follow us on 
Instagram @fupcyouth.

On Sunday, November 8, the First United 
Veterans’ Life Group honored church 

veterans and active duty military members, 
with special recognition to veterans of the 
Korean War. Names of those who serviced 
in Korea or elsewhere in support of the 
war effort were presented on a special 
Zoom Honor Roll. Also, Quilts of Valor were 
delivered to church veterans who had not 
previously received one. This unique Zoom 
celebration acknowledged these patriots 
and heroes in a very special tribute. 

FUPC Korean War Veterans  
• Joseph Powell Bennett (Brenda Doll’s father), 
US Army, Europe
• Paul Elsea, US Coast Guard, Pacific and Alaska
• Robert Enyart (Bill Enyart’s uncle), US Army, 
Korea
• Robert “Porky” Hannon (Bill Enyart’s cousin), 
US Air Force, Korea
• Finis Hardy (Karen Thompson’s father), US 
Army, Homefront
• Ken Harres (Dan Harres’ father), US Navy, 
Overseas (Other)
• Charles Marty (Marlene Marty’s husband), 
US Navy, Guam
• Gerald Teague (Mary Teague’s husband), US 
Army, Overseas (Other)
• Francis T. Thien, (Shirley Thien’s late 
husband), US Navy, Homefront
• Dale Vandiver, US Army, An Yan Ne, Korea

Veterans’ Day Sunday

P H O T O S  B Y  M A R Y  S T A N G E
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I n his poem “I Will Light Candles This 
Christmas,” Howard Thurman talks about 
illuminating the world with more than just 

wax-dipped wicks � ickering with yellow � ames. 
Rather, the light the theologian and civil rights 
leader envisions burning brightly is the light 
of Christ shining through us — the light that 
dashes away sadness with joy, replaces fear 
with courage and banishes despair with hope. 

This year has been one in need of light. It 
has been shrouded in the darkness of racial 
and political unrest, with a cloud of pandemic 
uncertainties hovering low. It has been an 
unprecedented year that has pushed, dragged, 
nudged and kicked us into speaking boldly and 
truthfully. It has dared us to step away from 
the comfort of doing things in the same old way 
and to try something new in our ministries. 
Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas 
devotional for 2020 is no exception.

This year’s devotional will be online only, 
allowing � exibility in bringing devotions that 
speak truth and peace to a world that changes 
rapidly each day. The theme will be that of 
lighting those candles in Thurman’s poem, 
challenging us to shine not only through the 
four weeks of Advent, but through the 12 days 

of Christmas and ending with the celebration 
of Epiphany. 

Each week’s theme will be a stanza from 
Thurman’s poem, followed daily by a reading 
from Scripture, a short re� ection and closing 
prayer. Throughout the season, readers are 
invited to submit their pictures of the candles 
being lit in their communities. These pictures 
will be posted on Presbyterians Today’s 
social media sites. We invite you to use this 
quick overview as a guide to the themes and 
Scripture lessons — and to tear it out and 
post it somewhere to remind you to visit daily 
online. 

Our world has been shrouded in Advent 
darkness for too long. But there is a light 
coming to us, one promised by God. It is a 
light that John’s Gospel says “shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it” (John 1:5). This Advent and Christmas, let 
us light candles together. 

Read the devotional online at pcusa.
org/2020advent. Feel free to share, copy or 
excerpt!

     —Donna Frischknecht Jackson

Let us light candles 
Matthew 25 and the work of Advent

— Presbyterians Today ’s Advent & Christmas Devotional —
Read online at pcusa.org/2020advent
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Week 1 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness 

Reflect: Where in life can you spread 
some joy to others? What does that  
joy look like?

Nov. 29,  First Sunday of Advent, 
Matthew 25:1–13

Nov. 30, Luke 20:1–8
Dec. 1, Isaiah 1:21–31
Dec. 2, Isaiah 2:1–4
Dec. 3, Luke 20:27–40
Dec. 4, 1 Thessalonians 4:1–12
Dec. 5, Isaiah 4:2–6

Week 2
Candles of hope where despair  
keeps watch 

Reflect: What leads people to despair? 
How can we get better at identifying  
early signs of despair? What ways can 
hope turn despair around? 

Dec. 6,  Second Sunday of Advent,  
Luke 7:28–35

Dec. 7, Psalm 40
Dec. 8, Luke 21:29–38
Dec. 9, John 7:53–8:11
Dec. 10, Isaiah 7:1–9
Dec. 11, Psalm 130
Dec. 12, Luke 22:31–38

Week 3
Candles of courage for  
fears ever present

Reflect: What does courage look like? 
Who are those in your life that have 
exemplified courage? What can you  
learn from them? 

Dec. 13,  Third Sunday of Advent,  
John 3:22–30

Dec. 14, Isaiah 8:16–9:1
Dec. 15, Luke 22:54–69
Dec. 16, Mark 1:1–8
Dec. 17, Matthew 3:1–12
Dec. 18, Ephesians 6:10–20
Dec. 19, Revelation 20:1–10

Week 4
Candles of peace for  
tempest-tossed days

Reflect: Think about a time when amid  
a storm in life you found a sense  
of peace. Where did it come from?  
Who was the angel perhaps who  
brought it to you? 

Dec. 20,  Fourth Sunday of Advent,  
Luke 1:5–25

Dec. 21, Revelation 21:9–21
Dec. 22, Isaiah 31:1–9
Dec. 23, Psalm 147:1–11

Christmas Eve
Candles of grace to ease heavy 
burdens

Reflect: On this holy night, mentally 
drop all of the burdens you are carrying 
at the side of the newborn’s cradle. 
Imagine the streams of light coming from 
heaven, surrounding you with grace.

Dec. 24, Luke 2:1–14

12 Days of Christmas
Candles of love to inspire all my living

Reflect: The season of Christmas has 
begun. For each of these 12 days, write 
down one way you will show God’s world, 
and those in it, the love of Christ. 

Dec. 25, Titus 3:4–7
Dec. 26, Acts. 6:1–7
Dec. 27, Matthew 1:18–25
Dec. 28, Psalm 2
Dec. 29, John 7:37–52
Dec. 30, Isaiah 25:1–9
Dec. 31, John 8:12–19
Jan. 1, Colossians 2:6–12
Jan. 2, Hebrews 11:1–12
Jan. 3, John 6:41–47
Jan. 4, John 14:6–14
Jan. 5, John 15:1–16

Epiphany
Candles that will burn all year long

Take action: Epiphany comes from 
the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning 
“appearance” or “manifestation.” Christ 
has appeared to us and his divinity has 
been revealed. Start an Epiphany journal 
in 2021, recording daily where it is you 
have seen Christ’s light.

Jan. 6, Matthew 12:14–21

SOCIAL MEDIA PARTICIPATION 
Presbyterians Today wants to see your light shine this holiday. Submit pictures 
of the candles you are lighting (actual candles or how you are shining light in 
the world by bringing joy or hope to others). Include your name, church and a 
brief description of the picture. Send to editor@pcusa.org

Advent and Christmas at a Glance

— Presbyterians Today ’s Advent & Christmas Devotional —
Read online at pcusa.org/2020advent



This year, we will all celebrate Christmas Eve together online for one service at 
6:30 pm! This is a great opportunity to invite friends and family to our Christmas 
Eve service. Think of friends and neighbors who may be looking for a way to 
celebrate Christmas safely, or your family whom you cannot see in-person but 
can invite to worship on Zoom for Christmas Eve. Share the Zoom info below and 
invite them to join!

Zoom info for Christmas Eve (same as regular Sunday worship):
Join with video and audio by using this link: https://zoom.us/j/299269153. This is 
also available on the church website (it is our regular “Online Zoom Worship” link). 
You can also join with any phone by dialing this number: (312) 626-6799 and then 
enter Meeting ID 299 269 153.   

The Evangelism Committee will be 
swapping out our regular yard signs 
for Christmas Eve-specific yard 
signs. Be on the lookout for the 
variety of ways we are getting the 
word out. Another way to invite 
others to FUPC’s online Zoom 
Christmas Eve service is to come 
to the Cruise-Thru on December 
13, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm, and pick 
up a Christmas-themed invitation to drop off at 
someone’s front door. We will have candles this Christmas and as always, sing “Silent 
Night.” Come to the church on December 13 to get your candle(s) for the service, so 
you can participate at home. 

Christmas Eve 2020 
at First United
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