
First United Presbyterian Church
1303 Royal Heights Road • Belleville, IL 62223

618.233.0295 • www.firstunitedpres.org

We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

December 2021
Issue 73

Volume 12



The Steeple is published 
12 times per year by  

First United Presbyterian Church,
Belleville, Illinois

Subscription price $1.00 per year 
POSTMASTER: 

Send change of address to 
The Steeple

1303 Royal Heights Rd, 
Belleville, IL 62223

 
Hope

I hope…” can sound like a very weak way to begin a sentence. 
Hope as a verb seems a lot like a wish or a dream. It certainly 

doesn’t seem powerful or convincing. People will purposely 
hedge their bets in a conversation using this verb saying things 
like “I hope the party goes well” or “I hope nothing bad happens.” 
Sometimes we even try to correct people to turn this verb into 
something else more “hopeful” which is kind of funny when you 
think about it. One person says, “I hope they like our gift.” And 
then their friend says “Oh, I KNOW they will love it!” You see? Hope 
wasn’t enough. We need to know.

In truth, hope is perhaps the most powerful word we can apply 
to a thought or idea. Knowing something is either a sign of 

having more certain information or a sign of willful optimistic 
ignorance. Hope has the potential to say to another person that 
you trust in a possibility beyond your own ability to understand 
everything. Hope has the potential to proclaim a willingness to 
lean on something greater than yourself. In the end, what do any 
of us really know? What do we have full and certain knowledge 
about? 

The audacity of saying you know anything for certain should 
give any listener pause. I don’t think we should see “hope” as a 

weak verb. I think it is powerful. I hope. I will use my will, intellect, 
heart, and soul to hope. I will dare to hope. At Christmas this year, 
I hope. Will you dare to hope?

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob

“

 

In-Person Worship Services 
8:00 am 

11:00 am

Zoom Worship Service 
10:00 am 

You can join with video and 
audio from your computer, 

tablet, or smartphone;  
our online worship is also 

accessible via phone  
for just the audio.  

Online worship is interactive 
and community building  

with a chat area  
and video conference setup 

that lets us participate  
in worship.  

Here are the instructions  
for connecting… 

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/299269153

OR

Join with just audio by dialing 
this number on any phone:  

(312) 626-6799 
and then Meeting ID  

299 269 153 

December Worship
We’ve Got 
Options!

Congregational  Meeting
On Sunday, December 19, there will 
be a congregational meeting after the 
11:00 am in-person worship service, 
to approve the terms of call for the 
pastors and to elect church officers for 
2022. 



Sunday Mornings

Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:00 am

December 5, 12, 19  
(No class on December 26) 

           Hope

Hope is waiting in 
faith. It is not merely 
wishing for something 
to happen or hoping 
everything will work 
out if the stars align. 
Hope is waiting with anticipation 
– at times, with impatience – for 
what you know and believe is 
coming. In Hebrew, the word for 
rope and hope are the same. Hope 
is something outside ourselves that 
tethers us to safety and helps us 
keep going, even when we can’t 
see our way. Hope is prevalent 
during the season of Advent!

This class meets in person and on 
Zoom. 
For details and to receive study 
materials, contact Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Log-on information for Zoom is 
updated in each Friday’s eWeekly. 

During the Week

Hope in the Word on Zoom offered 
by the pastors is on pause during 
Advent and Christmas. 

Men’s Bible Study

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at 8:30 am. Contact Danny Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 618-213-
7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship

Life Groups
December 2: Book Club
The December book club will discuss Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout. We 
begin at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Please contact Joyce Dyer, Joycejdyer@att.net for 
the Zoom ID and passcode. The book selection for January is The Book of Two 
Ways by Jodi Picoult. Please join us!

December 10: An Evening of Fellowship
On Friday, December 10, Merry Mates will host an evening of fellowship with dessert 
and a Christmas movie trivia game in Eversull Hall at 7:00 pm. For more information, 
contact Carol Purviance, 618-250-5688, or carolpur53133@charter.net.   

Ladies at the Table
This group of women meets twice monthly, once on Zoom and once in person. We gather 
for friendship, support, prayer, and fun. For more information, contact Jenny Humphreys, 
jkc5gx@mail.umsl.edu.

FUPC Women’s Circles in December
First United has three women’s groups who meet monthly with the purpose to nurture 
women’s faith through prayer and Bible study. During December, all circles will meet hybrid, 
i.e., both in-person in the Vista Room and on Zoom. The Bible study by Merryl Blair is called 
What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of 
Jesus. If you would like to join one of the circles, have questions or need more details, and to 
receive the Zoom log-on information, contact the leaders. 

• Thursday, December 9, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm; Sharon Gaskill, 
618-239-6121 
• Wednesday, December 15, Hannah Circle, 10:30 am; Carol 
Purviance, 618-250-5688
• Tuesday, December 21, Lamplighters Circle, 1:00 pm; Amy 
Brummitt, 618-235-4226

Adult Fellowship

Family News

Connection Groups

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Billie Chaney and family on the death of her husband, Steve Chaney, who died on 
October 7 in Centreville, Illinois. 

In October, 

the Millennial 

Connection Group 

met together outside 

on the patio at Global 

Brew and had a great 

evening!

P H O T O  B Y  P A S T O R  A L E X



Taking Good Care of Each Other

COVID Update 11/9/2021
To align with state and county health guidelines that started on 
Monday, August 30, masks are required for worship and any other 
indoor activities at FUPC. The only exception is when eating, which 
will be done with social distancing as we had planned before. 
Individuals leading worship with word or song will be permitted to 

take off their masks for their speaking/singing portions. For groups 
singing, such as the choir, masks will remain on. However, church 
members can now enjoy congregational singing with masks on 
during worship. New: Church groups can now serve food that is plated 
and picked up at a counter or served to a table. There are no
 potlucks or buffets at this time.

Caring Ministries

Congratulations Stephen Ministers!
In November, three Stephen Ministers, Amy 
Brummitt, Mary Pollack and Desiree St. Clair, 
completed the Stephen Ministry Refresher 
Course. They were re-commissioned on 
Sunday, November 21. The refresher course 
contained eight classes including active 
listening, Christian caregiving, and confidentiality. Please contact 
Amy Abernathy, 618-578-9736, or ranja@charter.net or Roger Doll, 
618-402-182, or erdoll@gmail.com for further class information.

From the Deacons
The devoted FUPC Deacons continue to function as the hands and 

feet of Jesus by communicating 
with our members on the 
Deacon Care List. Many care 
facilities remain closed because 
of safety protocols due to COVID 
resurgence. With visits difficult 

to schedule, Deacons are reaching out through phone calls, texts, 
emails and greeting cards. During October, Deacons completed 229 
communications through 56 calls, 151 cards, 15 visits and 7 emails/

texts. At the November Deacons’ meeting, we enjoyed a visit from 
special guests. Children from the Wednesday night youth programs 
provided us with watercolor cards and high-five cards to share with 
those in our care. What a blessing to observe future Deacons in the 
making!

Transportation Ministry
The Transportation Ministry welcomes Mickie Moore as our newest 
member. Our team is eight drivers strong with a willingness to 
transport FUPC members to appointments in the Belleville-Metro-
East area. Please call Brenda Doll, 618-444-9660, if we can be of 
assistance.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Knitters will not 
meet in November or December.  
The knitters will resume meeting 
on Wednesday, January 26. In the 
Narthex at the church, many lovely 
shawls are available for comfort 
and support. For information, call 
Betty McRoberts, 618-235-3197, or Mary Teague, 618-235-6728.

Stewardship

What Shall We Leave?
The theme of this year’s stewardship campaign is What Shall We 
Bring? We learn when it is important for us to be first through acts 
of justice, kindness, and humility…. We also learn when being last 
provides an opportunity to reflect on what we treasure most, i.e., 
the priority of our values.

As the year draws to a close, it is a time to consider what we will 
leave. What is our legacy for 2021 as a person, as a family, and as a 

church? The blessings we hope to leave include the impact of our 
faithful stewardship as individuals, as a church and in collaboration 
with our community. As we remember the reason for the season 
and fortify our faith, let us magnify our blessings by sharing them 
with those in need and by strengthening the capacity of our 
church to be the best church for the community this Christmas, 
through humility, prayer, and our benevolence to our church. 
~ Merry Christmas, The Stewardship Committee
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the No-Name Chorale presents Carols by Candlelight, a 
concert of beautiful holiday music in the stunning, candle-
lit acoustic of St. Paul UCC, 115 West B Street, Belleville. The 
program is at 7:00 pm and admission is free.

December 16:  Preschool Christmas Pageant  
The children and staff of the Presbyterian Community 
Preschool invite you to attend the Preschool Christmas 
Pageant on Thursday, December 16, at 6:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary. Come experience the Christmas story through 
the acting and songs of 3 and 4-year-old children!

From the Trustees
Throughout November, the Trustees have continued to 
monitor and maintain the mechanical systems of our 
church. Routine repairs were completed. We will remove 
the brush pile by the Pavilion in the coming weeks to 
enhance the appearance and use of our grounds. Our fall 
tasks included a clean-up of all garden areas and routine 
updates of smoke detectors and clocks. 

December 4: No-Name Chorale
Mark your calendars for this special holiday concert when 



Wednesdays at FUPC: LovingKindness pose, running 
obstacle courses, packing care packages for college 
students, and retelling the story of  Pentecost.

Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministries

Children In-person on Sundays:  
Changes! 
Children of all ages are welcome 
in all services! Beginning Sunday, 
November 28, during the 11:00 
service, all children will begin their 
worship time in the Sanctuary. After 
one of the pastors shares a special 
time with them, children age 3 – 
grade 5 will be invited to leave with 
the Worship Leader and Greeters to 
continue worshipping in Children’s 
Chapel. This is a special place and a 
special time, carefully designed and 
age-appropriate, where children 
will hear stories of God’s people and 
respond.

Masks will continue to be worn 
by all ages in the Sanctuary and 
in Children’s Chapel, and leaders 
will continue to practice social 
distancing. Also, beginning Sunday, 
November 28, pick-up will be moved 
from the outside door to the inside 
Children’s Chapel door. If you need 
childcare on Sunday mornings, 
have questions or concerns, please 
contact Stephanie Foltz. 

Children on Wednesdays: On Zoom or In Person
December 5 and 12 (Meetings will resume on January 12.)  
December Theme: Hope 

• On Zoom, 4:45-5:15 pm 
VYC (Virtual Youth Club) for children in GFF and PYC. This is for our families out of the area 
and for families who wish their children to participate from home rather than in person. Each 
week, we share a Bible story, response activity, sing a song, and have prayer time. For more 
information and to receive the Zoom link, email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 
• In Person, 5:45-7:30 pm 
Wednesdays in person are for GFF (God’s Faithful Friends, age 4-grade 2) and PYC (Presbyterian 
Youth Club, grades 3-5). There are games, Bible stories, and response activities. Dinner is 
provided! Masks are worn for all indoor activities. For children whose family members are in 
choir and/or in KIX and TIM, leaders will provide activities until 7:45 pm. For more information, 
contact Stephanie Foltz.



Ways to Serve & Give

December 4: Bell Ringing for the   
Salvation Army 
You and your family are invited to support 
the Salvation Army by ringing bells at St. Clair 
Square on Saturday, December 4. Our church is 
ringing at three different doors. Eight volunteers 
are needed at each door for one-hour shifts that 
begin at 10:00 am and end at 6:00 pm. This is an 
outside, socially-distanced mission project that is safe for everyone!  
Please email Nancy Kreeb, kreebnja@hotmail.com, to volunteer. 

Collecting Warm Items for Children 
Lamplighters Circle members are collecting warm and comfortable 
caps, hats, gloves, and mittens for the children at Uni-Pres 
Kindercottage, infant through school age. Through Sunday, 

December 12, you can hang hand-knit 
or store-bought items on the tree outside 
the Chapel or on the tree in the Sanctuary 
Narthex. Kindercottage, a licensed childcare 
center in East St. Louis that serves both children 
and their families, is one of the ministries First United 
has supported for many years. 

Wednesday Night Meals
We are still in need of volunteers to provide a meal for youth activities 
on Wednesday evenings. There are so many options. Shop, prepare, 
and clean-up with the help of the kitchen crew. Shop and drop off at 
church. Order pizza or subs. Donate funds. Grab your friends, family, 
or church life group and whip up a meal! So many ways to help! Call 
or text Jess Mokriakow, 618-910-3738, or jmokriakow@gmail.com

On Sunday November 7, First United celebrated Veterans’ 
Day by highlighting fifteen Vietnam and Vietnam Era 

church members. It was our honor to also award six Quilts 
of Honor to veterans in our church family. These quilts are 

Herb & Ann Breeden

Russ & Janice Hunter Mickie & Chuck Moore Larry & Evelyn Shomaker

Richard Heil (with Ken Stange) Tony & Vera Held

Honoring Our Veterans

our way of thanking our veterans and their families for their 
service. To date First United has awarded eighty-one quilts to 
our FUPC veterans and active duty military.
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People and Pets!

On Saturday, October 30, First United 
sponsored our first annual Pet Blessing. 

The weather was classic fall, so we were able 
to gather by the Pavilion. Nine dogs, three 
cats, one turtle, and twenty-one humans 
joined in song, scripture, and fellowship as 
we expressed our gratitude for all of God’s 
creation.

We had puppy, cat, and people chow, 
toys for the animals, and an attendance 

prize. We collected a box of donations and $42 
for the Belleville Area Humane Society. Also, 
the winner of the $25 PetCo gift card, Brandy 
Englert, donated it to BAHS as well.

Thank you to everyone who attended. 
It was a huge success (although Sue 

Perez’s puppy, Juno, already needs a booster 
blessing!) ~ Pet Blessing Committee, Pastor 
Alex and Sue Perez
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Senior Pastor / Head of Staff 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Associate Pastor 
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

The Rev. Alexandra K. Lysdahl

Director of Christian Education 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Interim Director of Youth Ministries 
youth@firstunitedpres.org

Renée Wilson

Director of Music 
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Pianist/Accompanist
Diana Umali

Worship Music Leader
Mat Conway

Office Staff 
office@firstunitedpres.org 

Satin Samuels
 

Art Director 
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

Director of Audio/Video Ministries 
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org

Loren Elliott

Parish Nurse
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple 
Articles and Suggestions 

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF
CHRISTMAS SERVICESThe Church Office is open 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Friday. 

Phones are answered 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday – Friday.

Sunday, December 26

11:00 am – Single In-person Service 

Christmas Eve

4:00 pm and 7:30 pm 
In-person Worship 

(Children’s Chapel during sermon 
 at each service)

6:00 pm – Zoom Worship

Sunday, December 19

10:00 am – Zoom Worship

Christmas Cantata 
11:00 am – Single In-person Service

 



Lynn and John Hauver: Lynn married into the church when she met 
John. She has fond memories of raising three children at Westminster, 

especially Vacation Bible School and ice cream socials. Lynn and John are 
currently fostering dogs and enjoy practicing karate with other members 
from Westminster. They are both Cardinal fans! Lynn says they both look 
forward to being active members at First United. 

Beth Heil: Beth was baptized and confirmed at Westminster. Her oldest 
friends are ones she has had since childhood at Westminster. There are 

such good memories of the Haunted Houses at Halloween and performing 
in plays at Christmas, many of which Pastor Rob wrote! (Who knew we had 
a playwright on staff?!) There were also singalongs, Christmas caroling, 
camping trips with oh so many card and board games. Lots of fun activities 
as a church family! Beth lives in Glen Carbon and is an active volunteer in the 
Edwardsville area: Girl Scouts and the Edwardsville Community Foundation 
to name a few. She knows the new members from Westminster will be well 
taken care of here at First United. She is happy to be here to worship under 
Pastor Rob’s leadership.

Brian Heil: The only church Brian has known is Westminster. He was 
baptized there 40 years ago and was confirmed there at about age 

14. He recalls participating in an active youth group of 10-12 young 
people with Joyce Dyer as the leader. Rob Dyer wrote and directed 
Christmas plays that were “quite creative.” Brian specifically recalls several 
plays that were based on the Christmas movie, It’s a Wonderful Life.

His hobbies are cooking and golf, both of which were introduced through 
gatherings and outings with his family. He first began playing golf around 
age 12 or 13. Brian was recently married; he has a stepson, age 14, and a 
stepdaughter, age 12. They live in Edwardsville and probably will not be 
able to regularly attend in-person worship services. 

Kathy  Heil: Kathy was baptized and confirmed at the Friedens United 
Church of Christ in Marissa, Illinois. She fondly recalls being a part of the 

children’s choir, Sunday School, the youth group and church every Sunday. In 
the past, she has done cross-stitch and ceramics, but now does more reading 
than crafts. Kathy and her family were introduced to Westminster by another 
member of the family when they moved to Belleville in 1974. Her children, 
Beth and Brian, grew up at Westminster. Volleyball and softball games on 
Sunday afternoons were always favorite activities, as were camping trips 
with other families. Kathy looks forward to becoming part of the First United 
church family by getting to know more people and participating on occasion. 

Many of you may already know Kathy from her many years working at 
Farmer’s Market on North Belt West – be sure to say “Hi!” the next time you 
shop there! 

Beth Heil

Brian Heil

Kathy Heil

Lynn and John Hauver

About Our New Members

Second in a series of new member introductions.



 

Celebrate the Season!
December 8 – Youth Caroling at The Atrium in Belleville (contact Reneé 

at youth@firstunitedpres.org for details)

December  12 – Ugly* Sweater Sunday, Caroling at The Atrium and 

Downtown Belleville *(Note that “ugly” is an affectionate term to refer to 

unique, fun, or Christmas-themed sweaters!) Wear to worship and join us 

for caroling in the evening. Meet at The Atrium in Belleville at 5:45 pm.

December  19 – Christmas Cantata: 11:00 am single in-person service, 

(10:00 am on Zoom)

December  24 – Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 pm and 7:30 pm in person 

(Children’s Chapel during sermon at each service), 6:00 pm on Zoom

December 26 – Worship Service: 11:00 am single in-person service only
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