
 

 

  

reinterpret many of these passages to 

explore how we can be rooted in our 

faith. We are living in unprecedented 

times. We are living in chaotic times 

when the idea of feeling rooted is 

foreign because of recent world 

events. Even if we were all farmers, 

we may find ourselves struggling 
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God’s Word >>> 

Psalm 33:20-22 

Our soul waits for the Lord; 

  he is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad in him, 

  because we trust in his holy name. 

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, 

  be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

10:15 am Coffee & Chat 

10:30 am Service Begins 

 
You can join with video and audio from your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone, but our 
online worship is also accessible via phone 
for just the audio. Our online worship isn’t 

just watching a video on your computer. It is 
interactive and community building with a 
chat area and video conference setup that 
lets us participate in worship. We have 

coffee hour time before and after the service 
where we will chat, wave, and visit online.  
Here are the instructions for getting on… 

 

Join with video and audio by using 
this link:  https://zoom.us/j/299269153 
If this is your first time using Zoom, there 

may be a prompt for a few setup steps. 
OR 

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799 

and then Meeting ID 299 269 153 
 

If you have any problems,  
please contact the office during the week. 

I can’t grow anything. Well, that isn’t 

true. I am very good at growing weeds 

in my yard. Aside from the weeds, I 

seem to lack the skills to cultivate 

much in the way of plants. And to be 

honest, I suspect that the weeds would 

do just fine without me. So, when I 

read scripture about the seeds of faith 

with Bible verses 

which speak of 

strong connections to 

the nutrients of the 

Spirit given the 

fallout of the 

pandemic and social 

justice unrest. 

 

As Christians, it is 

time to get rooted so 

that we can feel some 

or the true vine of 

Jesus Christ, I must 

admit it takes a little 

more effort for me to 

connect to the story. 

Many of the Bible’s 

metaphors are based 

on the agricultural 

life that the writers 

lived. Jesus speaks of 

vines, roots, weeds, 
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branches, producing fruit, fig trees, 

seeds, and more. We hear about 

grafting new believers onto the main 

vine of the faith. The list goes on and 

on. In our context, we are farther and 

farther removed from that agricultural 

lifestyle. In that, we can feel 

disconnected from some of these 

biblical metaphors. During the month 

of August, we will reclaim and 

of that stability and then offer shade, 

fruit, support, and more to the world. 

Join us in August as we search for 

what it means to be rooted in our 

spirituality, rooted in our relationship 

with God, and rooted in a faith for 

today’s world. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Rob 



 

 

 

 

 

    

 

August 14:  Merry Mates 

Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, August 14, at 6:30 pm. 

Contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688, to join in this time of fellowship. 

All are welcome!  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will not meet until further notice.  

If you need a shawl, and the church is closed, call Betty McRoberts. 

235-3197. She has shawls available at her house.  
Quilt Camp 

The week-long Quilt Camp will be held as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Be safe, and we hope to see you soon! 
Woodcarvers 

The annual Woodcarvers’ Show in November has been cancelled. 

Woodcarvers’ meetings at the church are suspended until further 

notice. 

What Have the Trustees Been Doing? 

Yes, the building is still technically closed, but the life of the building still goes on. That 

the building is not occupied provides an opportunity to work on projects without having 

to move people around to make space available. 

• Chapel: The front Chancel area ceiling has been repaired and painted.  

• Vista Room: New carpeting will be installed in this room and in the hallway 

outside the Chapel. New blinds will be installed. We hope to have everything 

completed within the next 30 days. These projects are possible due to gifts from 

members. 

• Cleaning & Maintenance: Trustees have cleaned hallway floors and the 

carpeting on the stairs. Trustees and other volunteers continue to check inside 

drains and the overall condition of the facility. 

• Roof: The new flat roof repairs are completed, so no more leaks. We can now 

replace the damaged ceiling tiles.  

• Parking Lot: The main parking lot is to be sealed and striped; the swale going 

to the creek is also to be repaired. We expect this to be accomplished in the next 

month. 

• Gardeners: The outside “church mice” continue to prune and care for the 

landscaping. A special thanks to them! 

 

A very special thanks for the generous gifts from members and families. Without those 

we would not be able to undertake the large maintenance projects that we have. 

~ For the Board of Trustees, Dick Palmer, President 

<<< LifeGroup updates  

August 13:  Lydia Circle 

The Lydia Circle will meet via Zoom on Thursday, August 13, at 7:00 

pm for a time of devotion and fellowship. Contact Shirley Samples, 

624-3340, for information. 

<<< Circles  

Men’s Bible Study 

For several decades, a group of men has gotten together every 

Wednesday morning at 8:30 am to read through the Bible 

chronologically. We read each chapter and discuss what motivates us, 

develops and grows our spirituality, enhances our understanding of 

the Bible or find things that just make you go hmmm! If you would 

like to join our group on Zoom by computer, iPad, or by phone  

every Wednesday, contact me at nthalpdmh@gmail.com or 

213-7888. We will send you the link.  

~ Thank you, Danny Halel 

<<< Men’s Bible Study 

Phone calls and emails are being forwarded. 
Mail is picked up daily. 

(618) 233-0295 
church@firstunitedpres.org 

 

Financial Support to Employees 
and Our Continued Mission 

Although the church building is closed, FUPC 

remains committed to our employees and mission. 

All staff (salaried and hourly) will continue to 

receive their normal pay even though we are not 

gathering. In addition, we are committed to 

continuing all of our ministries to the local 

community and beyond. You can continue to 

provide offerings and support by mailing 

contributions to the church or by giving online at 

www.firstunitedpres.org/give 

Contact the Church 

From the Church Office 

You should have received your 2nd Quarter 

Statement last week. Please call the Church with 

any questions or concerns as phone calls are being 

forwarded to Cara during her office hours (12:30–

4:30). Thank you all for your continued faithful 

giving and support of our church ministries. 



 

 

 

 

  

Hope in the Word 
with the Pastors 

War of Two by John Sedgwick is the history of 

Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr from their 

births up to their duel. It presents considerable 

insight into their personalities and politics. 

During August, this class will continue to 

meet via Zoom at 9:15 am on Sunday 

mornings.  

August 2: What Does the Lord Require, 

Danny Halel teaching 

August 9, 16, 23, 30: The Great Commission, 

Roger Doll teaching 

Zoom log-on information will be updated 

each Friday in the eWeekly. To receive any 

study materials in advance, contact Stephanie 

Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. Q: 
A: 

Our pastors are offering online times for 

prayer, Bible reading, and connecting with 

others.   
 

Mondays, 6:00 pm, with Pastor Rob 

(Will not meet August 3) 

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 

audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 then 

Meeting ID: 474-086-446 
 

Thursdays, 4:00 pm, with Pastor Alex 

Join Zoom Meeting with video and audio:  

https://zoom.us/j/822505113 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 then 

Meeting ID: 822-505-113 

 

Thoughtful Christian 
Gathering 

Adulting 
Adulting meets on Sunday mornings via 

Zoom at 9:45 am. For Zoom log-on 

information, contact Stephanie Foltz, 

sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org, or Kristen Link, 

kristenlink03@yahoo.com. 

Veterans’ Life Group Update 

• Sent $200 to Quilts of Valor, Three Rivers Chapter, to help with 

quilting material costs and to thank them for supporting our FUPC 

Active Duty & Veteran mission. 

• Sent Zander (Alexander) Tambala a group card since he has been 

deployed. We also sent Zander a Care Package and are keeping in 

touch with his family.   

• Bean of Life: Your Veterans are supporting a special Middle East 

deployed soldier Operation called “Bean of Life,” a coffee house 

opened by an Army Chaplain on a base in the Middle East. It offers 

transient soldiers from all active military branches a place of resiliency 

and comfort away from military stress. It is stocked with hygiene 

supplies, snacks, and hot drinks, all free of charge. The Daughters of 

the American Revolution (DAR) support the “Bean of Life” through 

their National Project Patriot Committee. We have partnered with the 

local DAR Looking Glass Prairie Chapter (my wife, Mary Stange’s, 

Chapter) to collect item donations. DAR will mail both our donations 

and theirs to the Army Chaplain. 

 

As always we appreciate your continued support of the Veterans’ Life Group. 

Please call Ken Stange, (314) 791-5371, or Shawn Lankford, 407-9174, if you 

need any assistance. 

 

Blessings to all, Ken and Shawn 

Even family 

pets find 
Zoom 

Worship 

“spiritually 
fulfilling.” 

Well, maybe 

not all. 



 

 2020 Scholarship Recipients 

Every year, our congregation supports individuals 

from our wider church community as they pursue 

continued education opportunities. This year, because 

of the generosity and thoughtfulness of Presbyterian 

Women, we can provide even more financial support 

for our recipients. We thank each member of 

Presbyterian Women plus all of you who have 

contributed to First United’s scholarship funds. These 

are the nine recipients who were recognized during 

Zoom worship services in July.  

Cara Barrett received the Presbyterian and Ray 

L. Angerer Scholarships. She is the Financial Secretary 

at First United. She continues her course work at 

Southwestern Illinois College to complete the Sign 

Language Studies Program. Cara currently leads the 

Sign Language Team and Deaf Ministry at her church. 

She is married to Tom and has two children. 

Ally Dyer continues her bachelor’s degree 

program at Villanova University, studying 

Organizational Communications. Inspired by her faith, 

Ally is pursuing a degree that will help her make the 

world a better place and to be an effective advocate for 

social justice. During the school year, Ally works as a 

Student Office Manager in the university’s dining 

services. She is a member of the Villanova Dance 

Team and the Leadership Learning Community. She 

has worked to raise funds to combat pediatric cancer 

through a dance marathon project. She received the 

Presbyterian and Ray L. Angerer Scholarships. Ally is 

the daughter of Sarah and Rob Dyer. 

Whitley Foehner received the Presbyterian and 

Ray L. Angerer Scholarships. Whitney has completed 

an associate degree at SWIC where her love of music 

evolved into a career decision. She begins her studies 

at Webster University in the fall where she will major 

in Music Education. Our music ministry here at First 

United has been most fortunate to have Whitley’s 

voice whether as part of our choral groups or as a 

soloist. Whitley is the daughter of Lisa and Gary 

Foehner. 

Daniel Giles received the Presbyterian and Ray L. 

Angerer Scholarships. Daniel continues work on his 

bachelor’s degree at American University, studying 

Economics with a minor in Finance. He serves as a 

resident assistant, is part of a Community-Based 

Research Scholar Program and is the business manager 

for an a cappella group. Daniel is the son of Keely and 

Mike Giles.  

  Gavin Guinn received the Presbyterian and Ray 

L. Angerer Scholarships. He is a 2020 graduate of 

Belleville West High School. During his high school 

years, he was a member of the Math Team and the 

Chess Team, which advanced to state competition. He 

will attend SIU Edwardsville to pursue a bachelor’s 

degree in Computer Science. Gavin is the son of 

Mandy and John Guinn. 

Ruth Lambries received the Presbyterian and 

Ray L. Angerer Scholarships. She is a 2020 graduate 

of O’Fallon Township High School where she was 

active in Marching Band, Honors Concert Band, 

Math Team, and National Honor Society. Ruth has 

been engaged in competitive gymnastics and has 

also coached. She will attend Michigan State 

University where she will major in Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology. Ruth is the daughter of Sarah 

and Dustin Lambries. 

Kayla Star Maggard is a 2020 graduate of 

Belleville West High School. During her high school 

years, Kayla worked at Captain D’s restaurant, as an 

intern in a local law firm, and at Panera Bread at 

Belleville Crossing. She has been a member of our 

Wednesday night youth groups for the past six years. 

She received the Presbyterian and Ray L. Angerer 

Scholarships and plans to attend Illinois State 

University to study nursing. Kayla is the daughter of 

Lorrie and Larry Maggard. 

The Rev. Brandan Eddy received an award 

from the Professional Church Vocations Fund. He 

serves as a chaplain at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 

O’Fallon and as the chaplain for Crossroads 

Hospice. In addition to his work at the hospital and 

hospice, Brandan volunteers to provide “telehealth” 

chaplain support for staff, families, and patients who 

are suffering from COVID-19 at Queens and 

Elmhurst Hospitals in New York City. Brandan is 

pursuing a Doctorate in Ministry in Pastoral Care 

and Counseling at Louisville Seminary. This is a 

three-year program which he will complete in the fall 

of 2021. First United is the home church for his 

family including wife, Lacy, and their three 

daughters. In his spare time, Brandan enjoys playing 

Irish bagpipes with the St. Louis Irish Arts Center. 

Kaitie Kautz received the Paul Cornell 

Scholarship and an award from the Professional 

Church Vocations Fund. Kaitie is our Director of 

Youth Ministries and Equipping Ministries. She is 

working toward completion of a master’s degree in 

Clinical Counseling with a Child and Adolescent 

Specialization at the University of Missouri-St. 

Louis. In her application, Kaitie stated that the 

COVID-19 Pandemic has reinforced the value of 

developing expertise in helping people cope with 

stress. We know this course of study will help her be 

even more effective in her ministry.   

  

Congratulations to all of our scholarship recipients 

and God’s blessings on each one of you on your 

journey ahead. 

Pictured in center column, top to bottom: Cara 
Barrett, Ally Dyer, Whitley Foehner, Daniel Giles, 

Gavin Guinn, Ruth Lambries, Kayla Star Maggard, 

The Rev. Brandan Eddy, and Kaitie Kautz. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

On July 7, First United Presbyterian Church held a Zoom 

Worship Summit to review the survey results about how 

spiritually fulfilling Zoom worship services have been. 

Results show that 80% of our congregation find the Zoom 

Worship to be Spiritually Fulfilling (Very or Fairly), with 

13% being neutral (Somewhat) and 7% struggling to feel 

spiritually fulfilled. As a worship survey, this is rather 

affirming, especially combined with other results that 

indicate 89% of our congregation hopes to use Zoom 

Worship to some extent even after the pandemic is over. 

34% of the congregation intends to attend at least half of 

the time via Zoom in the far future. Zoom Worship (or 

some other form of online worship) is definitely a form 

of worship that we need to consider for our future.  

 

The Zoom Worship Summit then broke off into small 

groups and answered questions about how to best connect 

with and provide meaningful worship for four different 

test cases. Fictitious examples of people with different 

family structures and interests were considered. This 

allowed the small groups to use empathy rather than 

personal preferences to give suggestions.  

 

The Worship Committee and the pastors will be 

reviewing the many ideas generated, but some have 

already been implemented in our latest Zoom Worship 

services such as 1) displaying the order of worship at 

the beginning of the service so people know what to 

expect, 2) renaming the pastors on the call so they are 

clearly identified as pastors, 3) including more words to 

the songs that are sung, 4) encouraging more singing at 

home, and a few others. We hope to further develop the 

many ideas that were generated that evening. Thanks to 

all who attended! 

Worship Summit Summary 
 



 

On July 14, the Session met to discuss a phased plan for 

resuming in-person gatherings as the church. The 

Coronavirus Task Force (Joyce Lied, Ken Stange, 

Marsha Wild, Stephanie Foltz, Kaitie Kautz, Pastor 

Alex, and Pastor Rob) presented a four-phase plan for 

COVID-19 Update 
 

how the church could 

implement various methods of 

gathering (remote, outdoor, in-

person, and post-pandemic 

open). The plan outlines 

preparations and procedures 

that the church should follow 

whenever a portion of the plan 

is deemed ready for 

implementation. The plan was 

approved with some final 

editing suggestions. We hope to 

distribute that edited plan to the congregation in the next 

few weeks. This is a living document and will be 

updated as further information or adjustments develop. 

 

The bigger decision was to decide what portion of the 

plan we may be ready to implement. With the rising 

numbers of cases in our area and the positive reactions 

to our online options, the Session decided to remain 

with our Remote Plan of no in-person gatherings. The 

risks of in-person gatherings are not worth the gathering 

restrictions that would need to be followed. Worship 

with masks, spaced 6-10 ft. apart, no congregational 

singing, coordinating entry/exit to avoid crowds lined 

up, etc., all point to a form of worship that would be less 

spiritually fulfilling than what we currently offer. 

Session has also been encouraged by the successes in 

ministry we have seen during this pandemic:  new 

members, baptisms, record-setting mission support, 

generosity of members towards the needs of the church 

and the community, many new visitors through Zoom 

Worship, and a flourishing spirit of care towards each 

other. It may not be a good time to resume in-person 

gatherings, but the church never closed… the church 

has been open with the mission 

of the Gospel in many 

wonderful ways!  

 

After the decision was made to 

remain with remote gatherings, 

it was acknowledged that there 

may be some ministries with 

low risk factors combined with 

a high spiritual formation need 

for some form of in-person 

gathering. We don’t want to 

gather out of preferences. We want to gather out of 

spiritual needs in low risk situations. It was also decided 

that ministries could appeal to the Session if they feel 

that meeting in-person in some low risk format is 

essential to the spiritual formation of their work. For 

example, children and youth ministries asked to hold 

some in-person outdoor gatherings because they are 

seeing a decrease in engagement from the children and 

teens over online offerings. Both ministries will 

maintain remote ministry alternatives and remote ways 

to participate as well so that all can participate. No set 

date was selected for conducting in-person gatherings as 

the data and situation change so much each month. The 

Session will continue to monitor, discuss, and work with 

our Coronavirus Task Force as well as local health 

agencies to make prayerful decisions about how we 

fulfill our mission moving forward through these 

unprecedented times. 
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