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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Because of the Wonderful  

Things God Does

August 4 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

Faith Going Home 

John 16:1-15

August 11 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

Faith with a Brain 

Proverbs 1:1-7

August 18 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

Faith with a Heart 

Colossians 3:12-17

August 25 

8:00 & 10:30 am 

Faith with Courage 

Matthew 10:1-20

The Yellow Brick Road of Faith

The conclusion to our Summer Blockbuster Series in worship is to use 
“The Wizard of Oz” as another perspective to explore our relationship 

with God. There is something that draws the characters of that movie to 
The Wizard of Oz. One wants to go home. Another wants a brain. One 
wants a heart. The last wants courage. Each of these characters are 
lacking something that they believe to be missing. And they are off to 
see the Wizard “because of the wonderful things he does” as the song 
goes.

In our lives, we find things lacking. Life without a strong relationship 
with God leaves a hole within our lives. And when faith is sparked 

within us, we find that we are drawn to God. Just as the people in the 
Gospels were drawn to Jesus because of the wonderful things He was 
doing, people are drawn into a relationship with God because of the 
wonderful things that God has done, is doing, and will yet do. Faith 
leads to trust in the One who can fill that hole in our lives.

What are you lacking? Where do you feel a pain or emptiness in your 
life? Do you believe that God has the power to bring wholeness 

into your life? I would like to invite you to walk the path that leads to 
God. There is a yellow brick road of faith available to you. Join us for 
worship in August. Join us for new Bible studies. Join us in serving the 
community.  Join us in connecting with the community in September with 
our “Food Trucks and Cool Cars” event on the afternoon of September 
22. Join us as we go off to see our God, the wonderful God of all.

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob

Bible Study Made Easy: Gospel of Mark
Reading the Bible doesn’t have to be hard. Come encounter Jesus through the Gospel 
of Mark. In September and October, Pastor Rob Dyer will lead a weekly Bible study 
every Tuesday evening from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Library. To register, email Stephanie 
Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. This Bible study is truly for all people! 

Celebrating Betty Bucknell
Family and friends gathered in Eversull Hall on June 30 for cake and punch to 
celebrate with Betty. Ethan Edwards, from the Philharmonic Society of Belleville, 
made the following presentation: The 2019 Stars of Tomorrow Concert will be given 
in celebration of the 90th birthday anniversary of Betty Bucknell, presented from her 
children, Allen, Doug, Sarah, Mary and Nancy.

P H O T O S  B Y  D I A N E  R I C H A R D S O N



Ministering to God’s People

Family News Information current as of  July 25

In Our Prayers

     August 4
USHERING 8:00 am
Coni Jackson
Kathy Schmidt
USHERING 10:30 am
Adrian Croissant
Nathan Dyer
Will Gagen
Susy Rybicki
LITURGIST
Jim Nicholas
AMBASSADOR
Rosemary Ehrstein
PHONE
Mary Teague
BUS DRIVER
Danny Halel
COUNTERS
Roger Cox 
Kevin Meder
COFFEE HOUR
Christian Education
SOUND OPERATOR
Al Kraus
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Laura Hall

     August 11
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan Bainter
Lou Stark 
USHERING 10:30 am
Brenda Doll
Sharon Gaskill
Gavin Guinn
Mandy & John Guinn
Marian & Jim Morris
Betty Scherrer
LITURGIST
Joe Fedak
AMBASSADOR
Daphne Sumner
PHONE
Jane Wilkin
BUS DRIVER
Matt Hall
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Deacons
SOUND OPERATOR
Dan Harres
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Seon Choo Kim
Leah Lankford

     August 18
USHERING 8:00 am
Donna Bock
Billie & Steve Chaney
USHERING 10:30 am
Cyndi & Ed Langen
Amber Lankford
Shawn Lankford 
Bruce Reeder
Sharon & Larry Scott
LITURGIST
Melissa Epps
AMBASSADOR
Brenda & Roger Doll
PHONE
Pam Halel
BUS DRIVER
Kevin Meder
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Safety Team
SOUND OPERATOR 
Mark Vandiver
VIDEO OPERATOR
Rich Stehnach
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Amy Abernathy
Meg Friedewald

     August 25
USHERING 8:00 am
Dan O’Saben
Terri O’Saben
USHERING 10:30 am
Amy Abernathy
Grace Farinas
Dan Harres
John Mann
LITURGIST
Chuck Thurig
AMBASSADOR
Sharon Gaskill
PHONE
Linda Gurr 
BUS DRIVER
Roger Cox 
COUNTERS
John Dorris
John Heslop
COFFEE HOUR
Hospitality
SOUND OPERATOR
Dave Epps
VIDEO OPERATOR
Alex Tambala
CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS
Pam Halel
Diane Winland

For Dee and Dick Palmer on the death of her brother, Lynn Bertrand, who 
died on July 13 in Maryville, Illinois. For Loren Elliott and Joy, Colin, Conor, and 

Our Deepest Sympathy

Sally & Jim Beaird
Nicole Breining
Inez Bridges
Irene Coverdell
Marguerite French
Helen Handley-Fabre
June Johnson
Lucile Katty

Albert Killmeier (Marti 
  Gibson’s brother) & 
  family
Henri & Ted Lawrence
Laura Mailander
Evelyn Meyer
Lane Miller
Nancy Reinecker

Don Rhodes
Marge Schanuel
Steve Schmidt
Wanda Lee Schmidt
Isabelle Vogel 

All world leaders
All missionaries 
Our enemies
Our elders
Our deacons
Our trustees 
Our Church staff
Our Stephen Ministers

Presbyterian 
  Community Preschool
Our efforts to grow 
  spiritually 
Our efforts to express 
  our faith clearly
Our efforts to discover 
  & use our spiritual gifts

Our efforts to serve the 
  community
Our efforts to care for 
  one another
Our efforts to reach new 
  believers
People who are 
  depressed and anxious

Maggie Baltz on the death of their brother-in-law and uncle, Shepard Spear, 
who died on July 16 in Massachusetts.



Presbyterian Women
Important Recommendations Coming Before 
Circles in September
At the three circle meetings in September, 
PW members will be asked to consider a 
recommendation from the PW Coordinating Team 

(CT). The PWCT proposes that Presbyterian Women of First United 
Presbyterian Church be disbanded as soon as all the financial assets 
have been dispersed, any PW property has been inventoried and 
dispersed, and all the required people have been notified. After 
this, three independent circles will exist (Hannah, Lamplighters, 
and Lydia) with the purpose to nurture women’s faith through 
prayer and Bible study.

Please mark your calendars to attend your circle meeting: 
•  Lydia Circle, Thursday, September 12 
•  Lamplighters Circle, Tuesday, September 17 
•  Hannah Circle, Wednesday, September 18. 

Details and other information about the proposal will be shared. 
If you cannot attend your circle meeting and have questions, 
contact your circle leader: Lydia, Donna Nicholas; Lamplighters, 
Amy Brummitt; and Hannah, Carol Purviance. Or, contact PW 
Moderator, Rosemary Ehrstein. 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles in August
A circle is a small group of women who meet monthly. In each 
circle, faith is nurtured and growth takes place through worship, 
Bible study, fellowship and outreach. During the summer, the 
circles enjoy fellowship together over lunch. These lunches and 
the outing are open to all women. The July schedule is: 
• Tuesday, August 20: Lamplighters Circle, 12:00 noon to 

Menu for July

Canned Tuna

Macaroni and Cheese

Canned Mixed Vegetables      
(low or no salt)

Canned Fruit                                 
(lite or in fruit juice)

Powdered Milk

Additional Items:
Baby Care Month

Diapers

Diaper Wipes

Formula (with iron)

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH

Monetary donations always welcome.
Sponsored by Presbyterian Women
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August 11: Children’s Chapel Training 
There will be a training for all returning and new Worship 
Leaders and Greeters. The training session, on Sunday, 
August 11, will last for 30 minutes and will begin shortly 
after the last child receives his/her blessing.

Calling All Gardeners
Have you noticed how 
nice our church grounds 
look this summer? This is 
thanks to a small group 
of dedicated volunteers 
who faithfully weed and 
trim specific areas. Now 
we are in need of two or 
three of you to help care 
for some garden areas that 
need some tender loving 
care. We are also looking for someone who will assist 
with trimming hedges. Can you help? Call Rick and Pat 
Hargrove, 239-6425.

Prayer Chain
Do you know how to ask for special prayers from the 
Prayer Chain? Email Beth Sheldon, beth@MOONLT.COM. 
The prayers are held in confidence.

Preschool Orientation Begins
Orientation begins the week of August 22. 
There are a few remaining slots for 3-year 
olds and for 4-year olds. Call the Preschool, 
233-4809, and schedule a Meet and Greet 
with a teacher to learn more. The registration 
fee is $35 per family, tuition is $160 per month, and there 
is a onetime $25 fee for classroom supplies. Additional 
details can be found here https://www.firstunitedpres.
org/youth/community-preschool.

Hospitality Ministry
During June and July, the Hospitality Ministry was 
involved in several special events. We hosted the Marriage 
Vow Renewal celebration which was quite lovely. 
Approximately 65 guests enjoyed delicious and colorful 
appetizers and desserts. For me, I enjoyed free cooking 
lessons from a bonafide chef, Martha Tambala. 

During the summer we have supported our guest hosts 
with movie-themed coffee hours to coordinate with 
Pastors Rob and Alex’s sermons. Again, I benefitted by 
learning how to make clever Harry Potter treats under the 
tutelage of Susy Rybicki. There is considerable talent and 
generosity amongst us! The Hospitality Ministry is grateful 
for everyone’s enthusiasm. ~ Sue Perez, Hospitality Ministry

O’Charley’s, 1313 Central Park Drive in O’Fallon; contact Amy 
Brummitt for reservations 
• Wednesday, August 21: Hannah Circle, 11:30 am to The Egg and 
I, 455-D Regency Park Drive in O’Fallon; contact Carol Purviance for 
reservations 

Give-a-Meal-a-Month (GAMAM)
Thank you for supporting this program! The menu above suggests 
non-perishable items to buy during August. All items collected are 
taken to the Catholic Urban Program Food Bank which ministers to 
families in the Metro East. Fill up a yellow GAMAM bag or fill your 
own bag and bring the items to the church. Monetary gifts are also 
welcome; make checks payable to First United Presbyterian with 
the memo to PW GAMAM.



Adult Discipleship
Thoughtful Christian Gathering 
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Conference Room, 200)
• August 4: Introduction to Luke (Roger Doll)
Who was this Luke who was one of Paul’s followers? Who does the 
writer of Gospel of Luke say that Jesus is?
• August 11: Visiting Someone in the Hospital (Pastor Alex)
Do you feel uneasy or not sure what to say when you approach 
people who are ill or injured? Do you hesitate to pray with them 
because you aren’t sure if it is appropriate or know what to pray for 
or how to do it? This study provides some guidance. It looks at the 
practice of visiting persons affected by illness and hospitalization, 
and it suggests ways for sharing their burdens thoughtfully, 
sensitively, and faithfully.
• August 18: Moses (Sheila Misselhorn)
This study will explore the life of Moses, whose response to God’s 
call moved him from reluctant leader to God’s faithful servant. 
Participants will begin to discern where their own faithful response 
might lead them. 
• August 25: Jesus through Old Testament Eyes (Jim Nicholas)
The goals of this week’s session are to make participants aware 
that the Old Testament is the source of many of the titles that 
Christians use when speaking of Jesus (Christ, Messiah, Son of God, 

Son of Man, Redeemer), and to illustrate that we cannot properly 
understand what these titles are saying about Jesus without 
understanding their origins in the Old Testament.

Adulting 
(Sundays, 9:15 am, Library)
• August 4:  Coffee and Chat  Grab a cup of coffee and join other 
adults in the Library for conversation about everyday life and faith. 
• August 11: Yoga with Tina Steibel of Yoga without Walls. Bring 
a yoga mat if you have one. Tina will have a few extras. Wear comfy 
clothes that will allow full range of motion, and meet in the Library. 
• August 18: Pull Questions out of the box! Join Carrie Bair as she 
passes around a box of faith-related questions. Choose one and 
discussion will begin!
• August 25: Coffee and Plan
On this first Sunday of a new Sunday School year, come give your 
input for topics and studies for the fall. 

Chair Yoga
August 18: Tina Steibel of Yoga without Walls will lead a time of 
chair yoga and meditation. Wear clothes that will allow full range 
of motion, and come to Eversull Hall.

Adult Fellowship
August 14:  Faith in Fiction
The Pioneers by David McCullough tells the 
story of the dauntless pioneers who set 
out to settle in the Northwest Territory. 
Revolutionary War veterans and their 
families were looking for freedom of 
religion, free universal education, and 
prohibition of slavery. They settled at what 
is now Marietta on the Ohio River. We 
will meet at 9:00 am on August 14 in the 
Commons. Call Susy Rybicki, 792-9458, for 
more information.

August 9:  Merry Mates
Merry Mates will gather on Friday, August 9, at 6:00 pm, at the 
home of Erma Jean and Dale Vandiver for a potluck dinner. For 
more information or directions, contact the Vandivers, 233-6833. 
Any and all are invited to come enjoy good food and fellowship!

August 17:  Annual Helmsmen Picnic
August will be the final month of this year’s Helmsmen Mariners 
summer outing schedule. We will conclude by hosting the Merry 
Mates at our annual end-of-summer picnic on Saturday, August 17. 
Due to the summer heat, it will be held indoors in Eversull Hall. 
Helmsmen and guests are invited to arrive around 5:30 pm with 
dinner beginning at 6:00 pm. For more information, contact John 
or Dee Mann at 624-3040.

August 28:  Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry will resume on Wednesday, August 28, 
at 9:00 am, at the home of Betty McRoberts. Come and join in 

the fun, fellowship, and important work of knitting or crocheting 
shawls for those going through difficult times. Want to learn? We 
will teach you! Have a friend to bring along? All are welcome! For 
more information call Betty, 235-3197.

September 7:  Sand Dollars Fall Picnic
The Sand Dollars will have their annual fall picnic on Saturday, 
September 7, at 4:00 pm at the church pavilion (Eversull Hall if the 
weather is really bad). If you are a family (children included), couple 
or single adult and would like to share a meal in a very relaxed 
atmosphere with Christian fellowship, please come and join us. 
Anyone interested, please contact our Skippers, Brenda and Joe 
Fedak, 233-1213 or Jan and Dennis Nevois, 277-4383.

From the Veterans’ Team
Due to conflicts with family vacations, we did not have a formal 
meeting in July. The next regular Veterans’ Team meeting will be 
Sunday, August 25 (see details below). 

Dates to Remember:
• Thursday, August 8, 7:30 am breakfast at Denny’s in Belleville
• Saturday, August 10, 7:30 am breakfast at Denny’s in O’Fallon
• Sunday, August 25, regular meeting at 12:00 noon in the 
Conference Room (Room 200). Please bring ideas to the August 
meeting about how to celebrate Veterans’ Day this year. Last 
year Peter Dodge planned a very successful event honoring our 
World War I Veterans and their families. 
• Saturday, November 9, Annual Veterans’ Pancake Breakfast 
Let’s be sure to get the word out, far in advance, to all our church 
members, for an excellent turnout! 
• Sunday, November 10, Veterans’ Day Celebration 

~ Ken Stange and Shawn Lankford



Free Food: Eversull Hall
Free Outside Activities: Bounce House, Mini Obstacle 

Course, 5-Station Bungee Trampoline and Human Foosball 
 (In case of rain, outside activities will be moved to the Gym.)

Parents/grandparents/guardians 
are asked to participate with their children 

as part of this event!

Enjoy an evening together as a church family
with free activities and free food

for all ages!

Regular age-specific programming for children and youth
will begin on August 28.



On August 21, FUPC will kick off Wednesday evening 
programming with an evening of free food and activities for 
families of children and youth, ages birth through grade 12. 

On August 28, age-specific programming for children and 
youth will begin. 

The Christian Education Committee offers three programs for 
children on Wednesday evenings. 

• GLC (God’s Loving Care) for Infants – 3 years old 

(5:30-8:00 pm) In addition to lots of TLC (tender loving care), 
there is play time, Bible story time, and a response activity. 
They join older children and youth for dinner.

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) for age 4 – 2nd grade

(5:30-7:30 pm) Students gather for Bible story time, game 
time, response time with craft or service, dinner, and worship. 

• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) for grades 3-5

(5:30-7:30 pm) For PYCers, there is game time, dinner, worship, 
Bible study time, service opportunities and lots of fellowship. 

• Homework Club is provided for those age 4 – grade 5 with 
older siblings in KIX/TIM or whose parents are in choir (7:30-
8:00 pm). Bring homework or a book.   

For more information on each group, contact Stephanie Foltz, 
Director of Christian Education

The Youth Ministries Committee offers programs on 
Wednesdays for youth in grades 6-12. 

• KIX (Kids in Christ) for grades 6-8 

• TIM (Teens in Ministry) for grades 9-12

The typical schedule for KIX and TIM is 5:30-6:00 pm Homework 
and Games*; 6:00-6:30 pm Dinner; 6:30-7:30 pm Worship/
Discussion; 7:30-8:00 pm Homework and Games* (*Arrive early 
or stay late for games, fellowship or doing homework.) For more 
information, contact, Kaitie Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries. 

Youth Bus Transportation 

Bus transportation to the church is available for PYC, KIX and 
TIM participants. If you need a ride, please contact Kaitie Kautz, 
233-0295 or kkautz@firstunitedpres.org. 

FUPC offers year-round Sunday School classes for students 
ages three through high school on Sunday mornings at 9:15 
am. Childcare is available for infants and toddlers all morning 
at First United. 

On August 25, the new Sunday School year will begin 
when children and youth are promoted and move to their 
new classes. 

• Age 3 – PreK: Preschool Sunday School Class

This class is for children who have turned 3 through pre-
kindergarten. Caring teaching teams use curriculum based 
on biblical stories. The sessions incorporate a wide range of 
activities such as storytelling, music, crafts, and movement. 
Meets in Room 207. 

• Grades K-5:  FaithQuest 

FaithQuest is the Sunday morning program for children in 
kindergarten through 5th grade. Recognizing that children 
learn differently and through repetition, major Bible stories 
and concepts are taught using activities that actively engage 
all the senses. Students hear the same Bible lesson repeated 
for a 2, 3, or 4 week period as they “rotate” through different 
learning areas to experience it through several different 
ways: art, Bible skills, cooking, drama, audiovisual, music, and 
storytelling. Begins in the Sanctuary. 

• Grades 6-8:  KIX (Kids in Christ) Sunday School

This group meets in the youth area beneath the Commons 
in a room specifically set aside for them. These students 
delve more deeply into the meaning of the Bible, expanding 
their knowledge. Another very important component is the 
fellowship they share, discussing their everyday joys and 
challenges with each other.

• Grades 9-12:  TIM (Teens in Ministry) Sunday School

Teens meet in the youth area under the Commons in a 
room specifically set aside for them. Students participate in 
discussions and Bible study each week. They use a variety of 
curricula, all designed to help them continue growing in their 
knowledge of God’s work. 

During 10:30 am Worship Service – Children’s Chapel 
Children ages 3 through 3rd grade

First United recognizes the importance of even our youngest 
members experiencing worship with the rest of our faith 
community. During the 10:30 worship service, all children 
ages 3 and up attend the first part of the worship service with 
their families. After the pastor shares time with the children, 
students ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to leave with 
adult Worship Leaders and Greeters to attend their own 
carefully designed, age appropriate worship time in Children’s 
Chapel. Parents are also always welcome to keep their children 
with them in worship. During August, children will hear the 
stories of The Parable of the Great Banquet, The Parable of the 
Two Sons, The Wise Man and the Foolish Man, and Orientation 
and The Light. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS SUNDAY MORNINGS
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There’s no place like FUPC on Wednesday nights!



TIM Mission Trip

KIX Great Escape

Toy Story Worship

Eight high school students 
and two adults ventured 

to Garnett, Kansas for a week 
of service June 23-29. Some of 
the projects included painting, 
building wheel chair ramps, and 
tarring a roof.

Eight middle school 
students and two 

adults spent the week 
of July 8-13 at The Great 
Escape. Days were filled 
w i t h  e x t r e m e  g a m e s , 
p e r s o n a l  d e v o t i o n s , 
small group discussions 
and large group worship 
gatherings, all centered 
on the theme of building 
a foundation on God.

June’s Worship was all about toy 
stories! Week one brought special 

snacks, like Alien Eyeballs and Slinky 
Dog Pasta. 
(Top) Families share smiles at the selfie 
station.
(Bottom left)  Forky made his debut 
during crafts.
(Bottom right) BoPeep and her sheep 
dropped by for some photo ops. 

P H O T O S  B Y  K .  K A U T Z  &  L .  L A N K F O R D

P H O T O S  B Y  K .  K A U T Z  &  K .  L I N K

P H O T O S  B Y  D .  R I C H A R D S O N ,  S .  S C O T T  &  K .  L I N K



On behalf of the Christian Education Committee and our church 
family, it is with great joy that we present the Presbyterian and Ray 
Angerer Scholarships for 2019 to Cara Barrett, Ally Dyer, Daniel 
Giles, and Andrew Lonsdale.

Cara Barrett is the financial secretary at First United Presbyterian 
Church. She will attend Southwestern Illinois College to pursue 
an Associate’s Degree focusing on interpreter training. In her 
scholarship application Cara stated she “would not be in any of her 
current positions without the blessings of her heavenly Father.” She 
believes He is “leading her to impact the deaf community.” Cara is 
married to Tom and has two children, Cali and Rady. 

Ally is the daughter of Sarah and Rob Dyer and a 2019 graduate 
of Belleville East High School. She will attend Villanova University, 
studying Psychology, as well as Peace and Justice Studies. Ally 
stated in her application that “after attending multiple youth 
group mission trips and Presbyterian Youth Triennium, being 
active in church and completing confirmation, she felt called to 
pursue a career in service to others.” She went on to say that she 
has “developed a stronger understanding and curiosity about 
how psychology affects the lives of people in poverty within her 
community” and hopes to “continue exploring how to better serve 
through her college education career.”

Daniel is the son of Keely and Mike Giles and a 2018 graduate 
of Belleville East High School. He is continuing his education at 
American University, studying Economics with a double major in 
Justice and Law. Daniel stated in his application he “felt God had 
a plan for his life and wanted him to experience a different world.” 
He has “been exposed to wonderful people and opportunities for 
personal, professional, and spiritual growth. Without his family, 
church network, faith, and God’s plan he would be nowhere near 
the happiness and joy he currently experiences. 

September 15 - 19:  Adult Mission Trip 
The Adult Mission Trip will again go to 
Mound Ridge Retreat Center in Cook 
Station, Missouri. Mound Ridge is 
about a two-hour drive from church, 
close enough to come for a day if you 
cannot stay the whole time. We plan to carpool, leaving Sunday 
afternoon and returning the following Thursday. There will be 
no cost to you other than personal expenses. Projects include: 
preventive maintenance (painting, installing gutter on the new 
office roof, and caulking on various buildings); install a hot water 
tank; stain walls of a cabin; maintenance in the Retreat Lodge; level 
the counter serving window in the Dining Hall. All skill levels are 
welcome. If you might be interested, please save these dates on 
your calendar, and talk to Dwight Lied, 550-8196; Andy Morgan, 
540-8286; or Chuck Thurig, 531-8858.

Bethany Place: A Local Mission Partner
Bethany Place is the largest non-profit community based ASO 

2019 Scholarship Recipients

From the Mission Committee

Andrew is the son of Nancy and Bob Lonsdale and a 2019 graduate 
of Belleville East High School. Andrew is an Eagle Scout. For his 
Eagle Scout project, he planned and installed a sidewalk from the 
upper parking lot to the FUPC Pavilion and added landscaping. 
Andrew will attend Southwestern Illinois College to pursue an 
Associate’s in Science degree. He stated in his application that 
“praying to someone higher than himself helps him to feel that he 
is not alone.”

In addition to these scholarships, the Christian Education 
Committee is also pleased to award the Paul Cornell Scholarship to 
Katie Kautz. Katie is the Director of Youth Ministries and Equipping 
Ministries at FUPC. She will continue her education at University 
of Missouri-St. Louis to pursue a Master’s in Clinical Counseling 
with a Child and Adolescent Specialization. In her application, she 
explained that with this degree she “will not only be better able 
and prepared to talk to students about their everyday struggles, 
but also create a ministry that is even more open and conducive 
to developing the faith of all young people regardless of their 
cognitive, emotional, or behavioral abilities.”

Congratulations to all the recipients and God’s blessings to each 
one of you on your educational journey ahead!

P H O T O S  B Y  S .  F O LT Z  &  C .  B A I R

From left to right: Cara Barrett, Daniel Giles, Andrew Lonsdale, Ally 
Dyer, Kaitie Kautz.

(AIDS Service Organization) in the St. Louis Metro East area. 
In a spirit of compassion and justice, Bethany Place provides 
comprehensive case management and programming focused on 
promoting wellness and serving all people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Bethany Place is dedicated to serving our neighbors in eleven 
counties of the Metro-East who are affected by HIV disease. 
With an emphasis on wellness, their staff continually strives to 
provide all clients with the support they need to maintain the 
highest possible quality of life. The staff has created a caring, 
non-judgmental climate at Bethany Place that is sensitive to 
each person’s individual needs and beliefs and where all are 
respected. The circle of their ministry includes collaboration 
with individuals, community, religious, civic, and health-related 
organizations.

Visit the Mission Committee
The Mission Committee meets in the Conference Room (200) at 
6:00 pm on the fourth Wednesday each month. Our meetings are 
open to all. Plan to visit us soon.



August 22:  Presbytery Gathering
First United and Westminster Presbyterian Churches will 
co-host the Presbytery Gathering of about 150 people on 
Thursday, August 22. Some of those attending will visit 
Westminster in the morning and then all will be at FUPC 
for the worship service and meeting in the afternoon. 
There will be several opportunities to volunteer that 
day: greeters, parking attendants, door monitors, and 
hospitality hosts. Look for the signup sheet at the front 
desk. Refreshments will include assorted beverages, 
fruit, and hopefully all homemade goodies for our guests. 
Bakers are needed to make 4 dozen each of either cookies 
or dessert bars. Let’s give our Presbytery brothers and 
sisters a warm, First United/Westminster welcome that 
day. Thank you for your help!

Summer Sack Lunch Program
Thursdays, August 1 and August 8, are the last two weeks for 
lunch prep. Meet in Eversull Hall at 6:00 pm to help prepare 
200 lunches for delivery to area children. Donations needed: 
bags of chips, plastic sandwich bags, juice drink boxes, cash 
donations, and especially toothbrushes and toothpaste.

August Worship
In the month of August, join the Worship Committee as we 
head down the famous yellow brick road and make friends 
along the way! Dorothy and friends will visit August 4, with 
awesome photo ops for all. The next week, August 11, join 
us at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a sing-along of much-loved 
tunes. Young and old will enjoy themed games before the 
10:30 service on the 18th, and wrap up the month on the 25th 
with an interactive film experience and lunch. There’s no place 
like FUPC this August!

Worship Committee Updates
The Worship Committee, along with Trustees, has been 
considering how to make our worship spaces more 
comfortable and accommodating. For anyone who needs a 
little bit of padding on a hard pew back, there are now small 
cushions available outside of the Sanctuary. A more major 
adjustment will be coming in the next months. The final two 
pews on the left side of both the Chapel and the Sanctuary 
will be removed to create more space for worshippers who use 
wheelchairs. Comfortable chairs will be put in the space for 
family members. These chairs could also be used by parents of 
infants and young children who need a little bit of extra room. 
We hope these changes will make worshippers of any age and 
mobility level feel welcome and comfortable as they worship 
in community.  

Peace and Global Witness Offering
For September’s Special Offering, Christ, the Prince of Peace 
invites us to imagine and be a part of God’s reign on earth. And 

Ways to Serve and Give

Worship Committee

Wednesday Night Meals
Whew! The summer of 2019 has flown by, and here we are 
starting up Wednesday night youth activities. That means we 
need volunteers for meals! So dust off your favorite recipes, 
get your shopping list ready, and pick a Wednesday night to 
prepare a meal. Get your family, life group, or friends together 
and see what happens on Wednesday nights. You could also 
make a donation and let the Wednesday night kitchen crew 
take care of the meal. Or you could even order pizza ! Contact 
Jess Mokriakow for details, Jmokriakow@gmail.com or 910-3738.

Ministry Opportunity on Wednesday Evenings
Youth Ministries and Christian Education Committees are 
recruiting volunteers to staff the front desk on Wednesday 
evenings from 5:00-8:00 pm. You would be greeting children, 
youth, and adults who are here for Wednesday activities, choir 
practice, or meetings; monitoring the doors; and answering 
phones. Dinner would be included, brought up to you! Kickoff 
for the fall is August 21. You can sign up for one or more 
evenings and do it by yourself, or recruit a friend or spouse to 
come along! To sign up, please contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@
firstunitedpres.org or 233-0295. 

not just us, but Christ invites and we open doors to believers 
from all over the world, joining us into one body despite our 
differences. Christ invites and our doors open to the broken, the 
hurting and the survivors of violence—those who suffer, as he 
suffered, to be nourished by his compassion. Christ invites, and 
we also offer ourselves to the pursuit to end violence and bring 
about reconciliation through the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering. Through our gifts, we offer a healing hand to those 
being abused, even as we seek to remedy the structures that 
create their vulnerability.
The Peace and Global Witness offering will be collected through 
September. Prayerfully consider your response to Christ’s 
invitation. 

   Date Worship Pledges & Contributions
  Attendance as of May 31, 2019
06.02.19      275 Estimates of Giving  $69,667.79  
06.09.19     232  Loose Offerings 459.35  
06.16.19     256 Per Capita 124.00
06.23.19 276 Schnucks eScrip Cards 2.54
06.30.19 266 Capital Campaign Funds 3,466.00
   Additional Information:   
   Online Giving* 4,978.00  
   * The Online Giving amount is not a separate income, but is incorporated 
in the other income categories. 
If you have questions, please contact the Budget Committee Chair, Elder 
Lorenzo Clayton, 541-0101.

June 2019



THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available
5:30 pm Equipping Team
6:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Prep

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 2
12:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Deliveries

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am College Coffee & Chat 
  at the Abbey
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 5
8:30 pm Men’s Softball (Shiloh 
  Eagles)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
9:30 am Quilters 
9:30 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study

THURSDAY,  AUGUST 8
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (Belleville Denny’s)
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse
6:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Prep

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 9
12:00 pm Summer Sack Lunch 
  Deliveries 
6:00 pm Merry Mates at the 
  Vandivers’
7:00 pm MaryMarthas

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
7:30 am Veterans’ Group 
  Breakfast (O’Fallon Denny’s) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
8:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Last College Coffee 
  & Chat at the Abbey
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Children’s Chapel 
  Training
12:00 pm Youth Ministries

MONDAY, AUGUST 12
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
6:30 pm Men’s Softball (Shiloh 
  Eagles)
7:00 pm Trustees

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm College and Young 
  Adult Committee
6:30 pm Session

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Faith in Fiction
1:00 pm Personnel Committee
7:00 pm Deacons

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
Steeple Deadline 
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
6:00 pm Helmsmen Picnic

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 19
Preschool Orientation Week
9:00 am Family Stories Life 
  Group (Offsite)
6:00 pm Woodcarvers
Time TBD - Men’s Softball

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
Preschool Orientation Week
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
12:00 pm Lamplighters to 
  O’Charley’s Restaurant
5:30 pm Budget/Finance 
  Committee
6:30 pm Member Connections

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
Preschool Orientation Week
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
11:30 am Hannah Circle to 
  The Egg & I
5:00 pm Worship Committee
5:30 pm Children & Youth 
  Wednesday Kickoff

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
Preschool Orientation Week
10:00 am Presbytery Gathering 
  at FUPC
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
8:30 am Project Compassion 
  Day (Deliver items to 
  homeless)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
Sunday School Kickoff
 8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship 
12:00 pm Veterans’ Group 

MONDAY, AUGUST 26
9:00 am Preschool Begins
6:00 pm Metro East Chorale
6:00 pm Woodcarvers

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
9:30 am Quilters
9:30 am Staff Meeting
5:45 pm Christian Education
  Committee

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
8:30 am Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:30 pm Children’s Programs
5:30 pm Youth Homework and 
  Games
6:00 pm Children and Youth 
  Supper
6:00 pm Mission Committee
6:00 pm United Bells
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
10:00 am Prayer Quilters
10:30 am Parish Nurse 
  Available

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31

Calendar of Events August 2019
 

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

September 7
Sand Dollar Picnic

September 14
Belleville Helping 

Belleville

September 14
Beacon 5K Run/
Walk at Eckert’s

September 22
Food Trucks & 

Cool Cars

September 15-19
Adult Mission Trip 
to Mound Ridge, 

Missouri

Summer Giving 
Made Easy!
Why not use the 
internet to keep up 
with your pledges 
this summer? On the 
Church website, www.
firstunitedpres.org, a 
drop-down menu is 
GIVE. Use this option 
to make a donation to 
the general offering, 
capital campaign, 
or for memorial 
donations. Most banks 
have an automatic 
bill pay option, where 
automatic payments 
are sent from your 
bank to the Church. To 
make arrangements, 
please contact your 
bank.

Legacy   Have you 
remembered First 
United in your estate 
plans?
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Senior Pastor / Head of Staff 
rdyer@firstunitedpres.org
The Rev. Robert J. Dyer

Associate Pastor 
alysdahl@firstunitedpres.org

The Rev. Alexandra K. Lysdahl

Director of Christian Education 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org

Stephanie Foltz

Director of Youth Ministries 
Director of Equipping Ministries 

kkautz@firstunitedpres.org
Kaitie Kautz

Director of Music 
ajensen@firstunitedpres.org

Andy Jensen

Pianist/Accompanist 
Diana Umali

Worship Music Leader 
Mat Conway

Office Staff (8:00 am - 2:00 pm) 
lorlet@firstunitedpres.org

LuAnn Orlet

Financial Secretary (12:30 pm - 4:30 pm) 
cbarrett@firstunitedpres.org

Cara Barrett 

Art Director 
jhalton@firstunitedpres.org

Jody Halton

Director of Audio/Video Ministries 
videoministry@firstunitedpres.org

Loren Elliott

Childcare
Sue Hall, Sunday Supervisor 

Mary Blodgett, Kyla Riley

Parish Nurse 
ajlied1@aol.com
Joyce Lied, RN

The Steeple 
Articles and Suggestions 

TheSteeple@firstunitedpres.org

OUR STAFF CHILDREN & YOUTH 
KICKOFF

Wednesday, August 21

5:30 – 7:30 pm

All Ages

Food & Games


