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10:15 am Coffee & Chat 
10:30 am Service Begins

You can join with video and audio from 
your computer, tablet, or smartphone; 
however, our online worship is also 
accessible via phone for just the 
audio. Our online worship isn’t just 
watching a video on your computer. It 
is interactive and community building 
with a chat area and video conference 
setup that lets us participate in 
worship. We have coffee hour time 
before and after the service where we 
will chat, wave, and visit online. Here 
are the instructions for getting on…

Join with video and audio by  
using this link:   

https://zoom.us/j/299269153
If this is your first time using Zoom, 

there may be a prompt for a few 
setup steps.

OR
Join with just audio by dialing this 

number on any phone:  
(312) 626-6799 

 and then Meeting ID 299 269 153
If you have any problems, please 

contact the office during the week.

How do you add something to your daily 
routine? The enemies are many. I don’t have 
time. I’m not sure it will be worth the time. It 
isn’t convenient. Is it really that important? 
These are just a few of the thoughts that 
keep us from doing little 
things each day to build 
up something bigger in 
our lives.

Over the years, I have 
read many books 
on productivity and 
building good habits. 
In every book there 
is a common thread 
for adding something 
worthwhile into a daily 
routine. The answer is 
so basic that it is slightly 
annoying to hear it out loud. With all the 
excuses and questions, it comes down to a 
shoe company advertisement slogan from 
years ago: Nike said it best, Just Do It.

Just do it every day. Just do it with others. 
Just do it for a period of time and see if you 
like the results. The worst case is that you 
have wasted a few minutes each day for a 
relatively short period of days in your life. The 
best case is that you will build a life-giving 
habit that deepens your experience of God. 

After Easter, we will begin a series that will 
lead us through most of May. It will last 
for 50 days. The great thing is that you can 
jump in at the beginning or start whenever 
you like. At any point, you can use the 

resource* provided to 
add spiritual living into 
your daily life. Spiritual 
living is not a new fad. It 
is the way God intended 
us to live as spiritual 
beings. Sometimes, 
we just need a little 
encouragement and 
a few tips. That’s what 
this time after Easter 
will do for us together. 
I imagine that 2020 
depleted a lot of spiritual 
reserves for people. 

It’s a great time to build habits and 
practices to keep those reserves full and 
ready. I hope you will give it a try and…  
just do it.

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob

(*The resource, Fifty Days of Spiritual Practice, 
will be emailed to our church family. If you 
need a printed copy, please contact the 
Church Office.)

Daily Spiritual Living
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We are a Christian church that glorifies God 
through meaningful worship, active discipleship, 

faithful service and nurturing fellowship.

ZOOM!
Worship is now  

online or by phone

Contact the Church

Phone calls and emails  
are being forwarded. 

Mail is picked up daily.
(618) 233-0295

church@firstunitedpres.org

Holy Week Schedule and Outdoor Easter Worship! 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday
6:30 pm

Westminster Presbyterian
(Facebook Feed)

April 2 – Good Friday
6:30 pm

First United Presbyterian
(Zoom Worship)

April 4 – Easter Sunday 
8:00 & 9:15 am

Outdoor Worship Services
FUPC Parking Lot

10:30 am
FUPC Zoom Worship 
(see page 2 for details)
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Easter Services Will Have 
Outdoor and Zoom Options
On Easter, we will have two 
outdoor worship services in 
the main parking lot (8:00 am 
and 9:15 am) and a third online 
Zoom worship service at 10:30 
am. The outdoor worship will 
be drive-in style: 1) drive your 
car to the Royal Heights Road-
side of the building; 2) then 

be guided to a special, spaced-apart parking space in 
the main lot near Cornell Commons. The sound will 
be broadcast over the car radio. Either stay in your car 
without a mask or bring a lawn chair and sit just outside 
of your car with a mask on. Please note that space is 
limited at each of the outdoor worship services. To 
reserve a space, call the Church Office, 233-0295, 
or use the online sign-up from the church website. 
We will also have the full Zoom worship service at its 
regular time. Everyone is encouraged to join us for 
Zoom worship even if you attend one of the outdoor 
services. For this first Sunday with an in-person worship 
option, we don’t want Zoom worship attendees (many 
who are new to our church) to feel abandoned the 
minute there is a chance to worship in person. 

This will surely be a beautiful and heart-warming 
Easter day of worship. Hope to see you there!

Blessings,
Pastor Rob

New Blessing
Peter Ty McCaffrey was born on February 17 in Oklahoma. Peter is the son of 
Madison and Bryan McCaffrey and the grandson of Caryn Meder and Kevin Meder.

Our Deepest Sympathy
For Lori and Ken Harris and Family on the death of Lori’s father, William (Bill) 
Launius, who died on March 14 in Waterloo, Illinois.  

Family News

Caring Ministries

Announcements

From the Deacons
•  The Deacons continue to care for our congregation 
by making phone calls, sending emails and cards. 
Due to COVID restrictions, the Deacons regret that we 
cannot provide in-person visits or the Transportation 
Ministry until Session approves in-person contact 
with other church members. In February, the Deacons 
made 117 calls, sent 212 cards, and 30 emails for a total 
of 359 contacts with church members.
•  The Transportation Ministry needs a few more 
drivers; if interested, please call Brenda Doll, 444-9660.
•  An overview of the program, Mental Health First Aid, 
was  presented  this month  at  the  Deacons’ meeting. 
It  discussed  what  we  as  Deacons  can  do  when  we 
encounter those who may be experiencing stress 
and crisis. Encouragement and prayer can be great 
support.
~ Respectfully. Marsha Head, Deacon Moderator

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is active! We have shawls 
available for comfort and support. If you need a shawl 
call Betty McRoberts, 235-3197.

April 10: Trivia Night is Back      
on Zoom!
What’s the 411? Trivia Night is 
back on Zoom! Support our 
Children and Youth Programs 
and have a phat time answering 
online questions about the 90’s. 
Are  you  all  that  AND  a  bag  of 
chips? For registration information, go to firstunitedpres.org and scroll down 
to Trivia Night. Ticket prices: Individual at $10, for those brave enough to play 
on their own; Family at $25, for those who will be working in a team. See you 
Saturday, April 10, at 7:00 pm! 

April 18: Calling All 50-Year Members
Have you been recognized as a 50-Year Member 
of First United Presbyterian Church? If you joined 
either First Presbyterian of Belleville or First 
Presbyterian of East St. Louis in 1971, we want to 
celebrate this important milestone in your spiritual 
life. A special recognition is planned for Sunday, 
April 18, during the Zoom worship service. Help us 
make sure no one is missed. Please call the Church 
Office, 233-0295, to check the list for your name.

Scholarship Applications Available
Beginning April 1, scholarship applications for the 
2021-2022 academic year will be available from  the  
Christian Education Committee. All completed 
applications are due no later than May 1. The following 
scholarships will be awarded: the Presbyterian and 
Ray A. Angerer Scholarships to associate, bachelor, or 
graduate level students; the Paul Cornell Scholarship 
to those pursuing a Christian vocation; and the Louise 
M. Erwin Scholarship to a graduate level student in a therapy-related discipline 
with a plan to work with children (Occupational Therapy), Physical Therapy and 
Speech Therapy. Applications will be accessible in April editions of the eWeekly, 
or email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org.

Claim Your Faith 
You have a faith story to tell. This is the story of what you believe and of what 
you have experienced with God. It is the most important story you have to tell 
others. Is your faith story ready to be written? The Christian Education Committee 
will offer a workshop called “Claim Your Faith.” Mentors will guide you in writing 
your statement of faith. The sessions will be held on Sundays, April 18 and May 
23, from 2:00-3:00 pm, with a follow-up celebration on Sunday, June 27. The 
workshop is limited in size, with registration closing on April 12. To sign up or to 
find out more, please email Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

Easter Services



What’s Up with the Trustees?

ZOOM!

Sunday Mornings
Thoughtful Christian Gathering, 
9:15 am
April 11 & 18, Prayers in the Bible
These prayers are wonderful models 
of prayers of praise, thanksgiving, 
confession, and intercession. 
April 25-May 30, Being Reformed: 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The study of this prayer, a central 
feature of the Lord’s Supper liturgy, 
will strengthen our faith in God, 
who has acted in history, who 
continues to lead and guide us, and 
who will bring us together in the 
joyful feast of the people of God.

Zoom log-on information will be 
updated in the Friday eWeekly. 
Contact Stephanie Foltz, to receive 
study materials.  
Adulting, 9:45 am
For Zoom log-on info, contact Joy Baltz, 
joybaltz@gmail.com, or Stephanie Foltz, 
sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

During the Week
Hope in the Word with the Pastors
Our pastors offer online times for prayer, 
Bible reading, and connecting with 
others.
•  Mondays, 6:00 pm, Pastor Rob
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446
OR  Join  by  phone:  (312)  626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 474-086-446
•  Thursdays, 4:00 pm, Pastor Alex
Join Zoom Meeting with video and 
audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113
OR  Join  by  phone:  (312)  626-6799 
then Meeting ID: 822-505-113

 Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study Group meets 
every Wednesday morning on Zoom 
at  8:30  am.  Contact  Danny  Halel, 
nthalpwing@gmail.com or 213-7888.  

Adult 
Discipleship 
Information

Life Groups
Merry Mates
Merry Mates will meet via Zoom on Friday, April 9, at 7:00 pm. Contact Carol Purviance, 250-
5688, to join in this time of fellowship. All are welcome! 

New Life Group: Ladies at the Table
Despite the pandemic, a new Life Group has formed over the last year and a half! There was 
a need for women, young(ish) and new(ish) to our church, who were not already plugged 
in. There were a few in-person gatherings at local restaurants prior to March 2020. Since 
the pandemic, the group has grown and meets via Zoom for fellowship, encouragement, 
and prayer. Amy Shreve is the contact person who also sets up Zoom meetings. If you’re 
interested, email her, Amy_shreve@yahoo.com. Praise God for new relationships and 
connections during this time!  ~ Pastor Alex

Veterans’ Life Group
•  In our fifth year, support continues for veterans, active duty military and community 
activities. The group continues our commitment to support deployed active duty church 
members, which includes providing meals or other requested support to the family.
•  Fellowship meals/fund raisers: discuss the Memorial Day BBQ again at the April meeting; 
hope to have the Veterans’ Day Community Pancake Breakfast in the fall.
•  Fellowship Breakfasts: at the April meeting, discuss when to resume.
•  Quilts of Honor Program: 75 Quilts of Honor have been awarded to FUPC members. In 
2021 we estimate five more to be awarded. Special thanks to Susy Rybicki who is making 
quilts and coordinating this important veteran program. 
•  COVID-19 Vaccine: to schedule an appointment, call the local VA number, 314-289-7039. 
~ Ken Stange, 314-791-5371, Shawn Lankford, 407-9174

FUPC Women’s Circles
Three women’s groups will meet in April via Zoom with the purpose to nurture women’s 
faith through prayer and Bible study. There are two different studies, and all women are 
invited to participate in one or both. More details about the studies and log-on information 
can be obtained by contacting the leaders.
• April 8, 7:00 pm, Lydia Circle studying Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament, Lesson 8; contact Linda Hangsleben, 407-5844
• April 20, 1:00 pm, Lamplighters Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments, Lesson 7; contact Amy Brummitt, 235-4226
• April 21, 11:30 am, Hannah Circle studying Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, Lesson 8; contact Carol Purviance, 250-5688

The Trustees continue to monitor and care for a building empty of people but still filled with 
the spirit of God.
Indoor Maintenance
•  Multi-purpose (Gym) floor being stripped and rewaxed.
•  Boiler being tended after a problem with one of the pump motors.
•  Weekly visits by at least one trustee for such “simple but necessary” tasks as flushing all 
toilets, running water in sinks, putting water in floor drains to avoid traps from drying out 
and letting “bad” smells in (done routinely in your own home).
•  Remodel one of the women’s restrooms in the very near future, thanks to the generous 
donation of one of our members.

Outdoor Maintenance
Spring clean-up outside and landscape maintenance for the summer. There are continuing 
volunteers but a few more are needed. If you are willing, please contact Pat Hargrove,  
239-6425, or Dan Wagner, 978-5684.
The Trustees continue to appreciate your eyes and ears as you visit the building; let us hear 
from you if you have something to report.
 ~ On behalf of the Trustees, Dick Palmer, President

Adult Fellowship



First United’s Lilly Bechtold was one of 
the award winners at The Gathering – 
2021, sponsored by Racial Harmony. 
Congratulations, Lilly!
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Our Mission

Financial Support to Employees and Our Continued Mission
Although the church building is closed, FUPC remains 
committed to our employees and mission. All staff 
(salaried and hourly) will continue to receive their 
normal pay even though we are not gathering. In 
addition, we are committed to continuing all of our ministries 
to the local community and beyond. You can continue to 
provide offerings and support by mailing contributions to the 
church or by giving online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give

Our church finds many ways to partner with the community. One of 
those partnerships was celebrated again this year on February 28. At 
that time, Pastor Rob did a truly remarkable job facilitating the 2021 
Gathering of the Center for Racial Harmony. With the dexterity of 
his digital fingers, 48 young people, their families, and their schools 
safely and virtually celebrated the 2021 Gathering – Demonstrating 
Character Through Challenging Times. The young people were 
celebrated for being quick to handle challenging matters with 
thoughtfulness, kindness, and respect for their classmates in  
need. They used courage to overcome stressful circumstances with 
compassion and creative intervention.

As a church member and a board member of the Center for Racial 
Harmony, it is particularly rewarding to be able to worship in the 
church which provides the venue where the hands and feet of the 
young are celebrated as the vessels of goodness, joy, and love.
 ~ With gratitude and thanks, Robert E. Wells, Jr., Ambassador

Children’s Ministry 
1) Wednesday evenings via Zoom
GFF and PYC meet on Zoom every Wednesday this month except 
March 31. The theme is Growing in God’s Love: Surprises. 

• GFF (God’s Faithful Friends) is for children age 4 through 2nd 
grade. 
Leaders are Connie Darnell, Karen Miear, and Stephanie Foltz.
GFF via Zoom is 5:00- 5:30 pm.
• PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club) is for children in grades 3-5. 
Leaders are Amy Abernathy, Joy Baltz, and Stephanie Foltz. 
PYC via Zoom is 6:45-7:30 pm. 

Contact Stephanie Foltz, sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org, for more 
information.
 

Cherishing Our On-Going Partnership

Children & Youth Life

2) Children’s Chapel on 
YouTube
Each Sunday, a new 
Children’s Chapel worship 
service is added to FUPC’s 
YouTube channel. This is 
an opportunity for families 
to worship and wonder 
together when it is convenient, or families can have a separate 
device for their children to use on Sunday mornings after the time 
with children. To find FUPC’s channel on YouTube, search for “First 
United Presbyterian Belleville Illinois.” 

Youth Ministry 
KIX (Kids in Christ) is for youth in grades 6-8.  
TIM (Teens in Ministry) is for youth in grades 9-12.

1) Small Groups for KIX and TIM are happening now! There are 
outside (weather permitting) and online options for middle and 
high school students. Groups meet weekly for fellowship and 
discipleship. For more information, contact Kaitie Kautz, kkautz@
firstunitedpres.org. Follow us on Instagram @fupcyouth.  
2) KIX and TIM Summer Event:  Save June 21-27! More details to 
come.
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With the debut of outdoor worship for Easter morning 
services, we are beginning to anticipate what else 
we can resume at the church building. At this time, 
the Session is committed to following CDC and St. 
Clair County Health Department recommendations. 
Plans have been made in previous months for these 
anticipated relaxed health guidelines. Now we can 
decide the final implementation of these plans. 

Much thanks to our COVID Task Force for their 
planning efforts. With many from our church 
already vaccinated, anticipation is growing even 
more. Inside gatherings are 
still limited to 50 people by 
county guidelines, so that 
slows down many larger 
gathering opportunities. 
All group gatherings 
include masks and social 
distancing, regardless of 
the location or vaccination 
status of those gathered. We 
have asked for clarification 
of   various guidelines and 
received much assistance 
from our local health 
department. One important 
clarification, the recent 
CDC relaxation of wearing masks for vaccinated 
individuals, was only for small gatherings of two 
households coming together and does not include 
our multiple household gatherings. We continue to 
monitor health guidelines and to keep the safety of 
the people and the larger community as our main 
priority. Violation of these guidelines by some local 
businesses, organizations, and even churches does 
not factor into our decision process. We have no 
plans to violate the guidelines because others do.

For now, the only change in our policy is that we are 
holding Easter outdoor worship services. We hope 

to learn lessons from that experience to know how 
to proceed. That means it may be a few weeks after 
Easter before we have our next outdoor service. 
Session approval is still necessary for any other 
FUPC official Life Group or ministry wanting to hold 
in-person gatherings. At the April Session meeting, 
the Session will specifically consider how to 
proceed with other forms of in-person gatherings. 
If you are part of a group that has an idea for an in-
person gathering in mind, please send that idea 
to Pastor Rob, rdyer@firstunitedpres.org, and the 
Stated Clerk Brenda Fedak, bfedak9@gmail.com, 

so that Session has a clear 
understanding of what to 
consider. We hope to have 
an update to our COVID 
policy after the April 
Session meeting. 

For an entire year, we 
have been patient, loving, 
grace-filled, and kind to 
one another. Even when 
there were differences 
of opinion on health 
guidelines and decisions 
made, this church has been 
exemplary in its respect 

and support for the leadership of the Session. You 
have truly lived up to the promises made when we 
elected and ordained these elders. Beyond policy 
decisions, this Church has loved and cared for one 
another in wonderful expressions of our loving 
faith. In addition, I want to thank all of you who 
have expressed support and encouragement to the 
Staff of the Church. On behalf of the Staff, I want to 
say thank you. Your trust and patience have been a 
blessing.

In Christ,
Pastor Rob

COVID-19 Update: Worship Outdoors and What Can We Do Now?



Needs Among Us celebrated a 
wonderful round of blessings. In 
addition to meeting the needs of 
our own congregation members, we 
were able to address several dozen 
more from our 50 Children’s Home & 
Aid families. Countless material and 
monetary donations came in to help 
many families who are suffering from 
homelessness, housing challenges, 
employment issues, COVID, and 
other health issues. In addition, 
enough money has been donated 
that we were able to help a single 
mother of two children get a reliable 
used car. As Ms. B works several 
part-time jobs, transportation has 
been a major stumbling block to 
supporting her family. (See photo 
and caption for more details.) This 
ministry has become a wonderful 
witness of what God can do through 
people who love God and want to 
love their neighbors as themselves.

Needs Among Us 
Blessings Flow!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and prayer. 
During this time Christians pay close attention to 
spiritual disciplines, a deeper understanding of 
what God is doing in our lives and in the world. 
During the coming weeks, let us come together 
to open our hearts and our church to share the 
love of Christ through our ministries of justice, 
compassion and joy. One Great Hour of Sharing 
helps those who are vulnerable in our world today: 
those who are hungry, who are suffering from 
disaster or who are dealing with oppression and 
injustice in society.

You have the opportunity to give generously to 
three ministries of PC(USA): Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-
Development of People. The Worship Committee 
is grateful for your enthusiastic support of these 
missions. 

FUPC Needs Among Us and Jack 
Schmitt Chevrolet teamed up to 
get Ms. B a reliable used car for 
her two jobs and to transport her 
children. Pictured left to right:  
CH+A Caseworker Joy, Car 
Recipient Ms. B, Kathy Federico 
from Jack Schmitt Chevrolet, 
and Pastor Rob.
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