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A letter of pastoral encouragement from Pastor Rob 

Needs Among Us Good News 

Holy Week and Easter Plans 

Worship Online or By Phone 

Racial Harmony Youth Gathering Gratitude 

Bible Presentation Pictures 

Weekly Classes and Gatherings via Zoom! 

Faith in Fiction Recommendation 

50-Year Member Celebration 

 

10:15am Coffee & Chat 

10:30am Service Begins 

 
You can join with video and audio from your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone, but our online 
worship is also accessible via phone for just 

the audio. Our online worship isn’t just 
watching a video on your computer. It is 

interactive and community building with a 
chat area and video conference setup that let’s 
us participate in worship. We have coffee hour 
time before and after the service where we will 

chat, wave, and visit online.  
Here are the instructions for getting on… 

 

Join with video and audio by using 
this link:  https://zoom.us/j/299269153 
If this is your first time using Zoom, there may 

be a prompt for a few setup steps. 
OR 

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799 

and then Meeting ID 299 269 153 
 

If you have any problems,  
please contact the office during the week. 

These times are trying for all of us. The 

struggles of life did not get easier and 

new struggles are creeping into our lives 

with the coronavirus pandemic. These 

are times of the dark valley that Psalm 23 

warns us about when it says “though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death” but then it continues “I will fear  

 

  

needed by our community partners in 

unique ways, providing our new online 

capabilities and various connections to 

transform the lives of our local families 

in crisis. The church is learning to be 

more flexible and creative than ever 

because the mission that we have at 

FUPC is too important to set aside. 

  

family we will continue to share steadfast 

love with one another and those in need 

around us. This is not a change in what 

we do. This is just a change in where we 

are needed. We are needed in our homes 

to protect ourselves and others who are 

more vulnerable. We are needed online 

and by phone so that worship and faithful 

gatherings can continue. We are also 

now, the church is doubling its efforts to 

stay connected intentionally. God may be 

teaching us some new ways to be faithful 

to our mission. God may use this 

circumstance to show us a new way to 

emerge from our entombed Shelter in 

Place. New life and resurrection from 

tombs… That’s something for which we 

have been preparing for over 2000 years. 

no evil; for thou art with 

me.” God is with us. Our 

faith is bigger than any 

circumstance. There is no 

power or disease that can 

separate us from the love of 

God. And that same 

protection claims us in our 

day to day lives. As a church 

And so for now, the church 

building is closed, only open 

to our community partners at 

St. John Bosco Children’s 

Home because they need that 

physical outlet for their kids. 

For now, we move to 

worship online and by phone 

using Zoom technology. For  

This is not a 

change in what 

we do.  

This is just a 

change in where 

we are needed. 
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Calling All  
50-Year Members! 

community partner >>> 

Thank you from the  
Center for Racial Harmony 

“…the greatest gift a 
Christian parent can 
give their children is a 
relationship with the 
Word of God” 

On April 26, there will be a special 

time during the 10:30 Zoom worship 

service to celebrate those who have 

been a member of FUPC for 50 years. 

Our church database is not always 

completely accurate, and we do not 

want to miss anyone who has reached 

this incredible milestone in their 

spiritual life... So please don’t be shy. 

If you think you or your spouse has 

been a member for at least 50 years or 

if you think you might have been 

overlooked in previous years, let us 

know! Simply call the church office or 

John Mann, 558-5669, and we’ll 

make sure you’re included.    

 

epitomized values, virtues 

and harmony, while 

giving our church the 

opportunity to display the 

advantages of church 

school partnerships and 

all the mutual benefits and 

opportunities that such 

relationships provide. 

 

Thank you,  

Robert Wells, Member, 

First United Presbyterian 

Church and Ambassador, 

Racial Harmony 

 

next generation >>> 

Bible Presentation Pictures 

Look at those smiles!  
Kindergarten students and their families 

participated in a 3-week Bible Discovery 

Class in late February and early March, 

learning how to use their Bibles. During 

worship on March 8, four received their 

own copy of The Children’s Illustrated 

Bible from their parents. Not pictured are 

three others who were unable to be there; 

they had their Bibles delivered to their 

homes so they could start reading now and 

not have to wait until we are all back 

worshipping in person! 

Each year the Center for Racial Harmony celebrates the amazing acts of 

compassion, kindness and courage by the youth in our community. For the past 

three years, First United Presbyterian Church has opened its doors and its heart to 

provide a perfect venue for this event. This year we celebrated 44 youth who 

demonstrated in unique and special ways how to make a difference.  They 

provided an example not only to their peers, but to the adults in the room.  They  



 

  

Pastor Alex Shares Good 
News from Needs Among Us 

reading suggestion >>> 

Need a good book to read?   
Where the Crawdads Sing  

Hope in the Word 
with the Pastors 

They say location is everything. I think timing is what worked well for the last Needs 

Among Us. We collected needs and responses before COVID-19 became a 

pandemic and were able to collect, purchase, deliver, and coordinate almost all of 

what needed to be done before the social distancing and shelter in place took effect. 

There are a couple lingering needs that are on “pause” until we are safely allowed 

to be together (connecting volunteers, purchasing classes), but First United 

Presbyterian did so much before we became sheltered in our homes. I’ve listed what 

we were able to do below.  I wanted to remind you all that we collected the needs 

before COVID-19, and I can only imagine what an even bigger blessing this all was 

to the families now that things are different and income is uncertain for many. 
 

• Gave three small children balls, bats, sidewalk chalk, kites, frisbees, 

outdoor chairs, etc. for outdoor play (which turned out to be perfect timing 

since they are all now at home all day) 

• Provided 50 books for a 12 year old who loves to read (again, arrived just 

in time!) 

• Purchased and delivered 6 cases of PediaSure to a 4 year old who struggles 

to maintain weight and grow 

• Gave over $400 in Aldi gift cards to a struggling family  

• Connected a family with a counselor/therapist, available for evening 

appointments, who specializes in their need 

• Donated shoes for a 2 year old and a 3 year old  

• Assisted multiple families with rent or utility bills 

• Provided soccer lessons for a 7 year old with physical limitations  

• Gave over $400 in gas gift cards to a single dad with 2 young children 

with significant medical needs that require multiple doctors’ appointments 

in STL each month 

• Donated various cleaning supplies, paper towels, and toilet paper to a 

family struggling to make ends meet (items came in before COVID-19, 

and were needed even more when delivered mid-March) 

• Provided towels (kitchen, bath, hand, etc.) to a family of four 

• Purchased a convertible car seat for a 3 year old 

• Prayed for a variety of prayer requests (which included our partner case 

workers and families) 
 

This is a beautiful way to be the body of Christ. This is a beautiful way to share 

God’s love with each other and our community. Thank you and good work! 

 

Even though our First United Faith in Fiction club will not meet this month, here is a suggestion if 

you need a new book to read while staying close to home:  Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 

Owens. This is an interesting story about living in the marshes on the coast of North Carolina. Enjoy! 

The Thoughtful Christian Gathering 

will gather online Sunday mornings 

from 9:15-10:10am, and continue the 

discussion of Amy-Jill Levine's 

book, Entering the Passion of Jesus. If 

you have any questions, want info 

about the scripture readings and slides 

for this Sunday’s class, or want a copy 

of the book, contact Stephanie Foltz, 

sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org. 

 

Join Thoughtful Christian Zoom with 

video and audio: 

https://zoom.us/j/196213885 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 

then Meeting ID: 196 213 885 

Q: 
A: 

Looking for hope, encouragement, or a 

deeper connection with God? During 

this lockdown time, our pastors are 

offering online times for prayer, Bible 

reading, and connecting with others. 

All are welcome even if you've never 

been to our church before!  

 

Mondays, 6-7pm with Pastor Rob 

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 

audio: https://zoom.us/j/474086446 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 

then Meeting ID: 474-086-446 
 

Thursdays, 4-5pm with Pastor Alex 

Join Zoom Meeting with video and 

audio: https://zoom.us/j/822505113 

OR Join by phone: (312) 626-6799 

then Meeting ID: 822-505-113 

 

Thoughtful Christian 



 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

April 12, 10:30am – Easter 

For Easter, have bread and grape 
juice ready so we can share in 
Communion together from our 

homes.  Easter Sunday will use the 
same Zoom link/phone that we 

have been using for Sunday 
worship services. Here are the 

instructions again: 
 

Join with video and audio by using 
this link:  https://zoom.us/j/299269153 
If this is your first time using Zoom, there 

may be a prompt for a few setup steps. 
OR 

Join with just audio by dialing this 
number on any phone: (312) 626-6799 

and then Meeting ID 299 269 153 
 
 

HOLY MIDWEEK SERVICES 
with Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
April 9, 7pm – Maundy Thursday via 

Westminster’s Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/WPCBelleville/ 

April 10, 7pm – Good Friday via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/496271666 -OR- 

call (312) 626-6799 then ID:496 271 666 

 

contact the church >>> 

Phones and emails are getting 

forwarded. Mail is picked up daily. 
(618) 233-0295 

church@firstunitedpres.org 

 

 

God's Faithful Friends (GFF)  

Age 4-2nd grade 

Thursdays 5:00-5:30pm 
 
 

Presbyterian Youth Club (PYC)  

3rd-5th grade 

Thursdays 6:30-7:15pm 

 

 
For GFF or PYC login info, 

contact Christian Ed Director 
Stephanie Foltz 
(sfoltz@firstunitedpres.org) 

 

 

Children and Youth Groups 

Are Now Online Weekly 
 

Kids In Christ (KIX) 

6th-8th grade 

Wednesdays 7:00-8:00pm 
 
 

Teens In Ministry (TIM) 

9th-12th grade 

Wednesdays 5:00-6:00pm 

 

 
For KIX or TIM login info, 

contact Youth Ministries 
Director Kaitie Kautz 

(kkautz@firstunitedpres.org) 

 

Financial Support to Employees 
and Our Continued Mission 
Although the church building is closed, 

FUPC remains committed to our employees 

and mission. All staff (salaried and hourly) 

will continue to receive their normal pay even 

though we are not gathering. In addition, we 

are committed to continuing all of our 

ministries to the local community and 

beyond. You can continue to provide 

offerings and support by mailing 

contributions to the church or by giving 

online at www.firstunitedpres.org/give. 

 


