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Pastors’ Note 
 
We spent the first part of 2021 online and doing ministry in creative ways despite a pandemic! We 
were able to gather to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus through parking lot worship on Easter 
morning. We implemented policies to gather safely inside for worship soon after and began offering 
three different options for Sunday morning worship (8:00 am in-person, 10:00 am Zoom, and 11:00 
am in-person).  
 
This year was filled with ministry done in new ways, across different platforms, and God was with us 
through it all. Throughout the rest of this report, you’ll hear from individual committees and groups 
about the specific ministries that happened this year. We encourage you to explore and see all the 
amazing things God was up to at FUPC in 2021. We ended the year with a big Christmas Eve, where 
we were able to offer three worship service options and 445 people worshipped with us! In addition, 
the financial generosity of the church members resulted in a surplus of giving for our Needs Among 
Us mission as well as for our general expenses, ending the year financially “in the black.”   
 
At the conclusion of 2021, we can confidently say that through creativity, adaptation, and working 
together, we have continued to be a Christian church that glorifies God through meaningful worship, 
active discipleship, faithful service, and nurturing fellowship. 
 
-Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex  
 
 
 
SESSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

Budget & Finance (B & F) Committee Annual Report 
 
Ministry Description 
The Budget Committee is responsible for the preparation of the annual budget for approval by the 
Session and then presented to the congregation. The Budget Committee provides continuing 
oversight of the church’s finances including but not limited to making sure purchase order procedures 
are followed, ensuring sufficient signing capability for all accounts, and working with the accountants 
on financial reports, procedures and setting up accounts.  
 
Ministry Impact: The Budget Committee 
• Provided Session with reports of budget execution to support Session leadership of First United’s 

ministry.  
• The Budget Committee reviewed budget actual expenses and income on a regular basis, 

providing appropriate recommendations to Session.  
• The Budget Committee recommended and incorporated budget actions for 2021 to address the 

end of year budget surplus of $41,800. Balanced the FUPC 2021 Budget. 
• Drafted a balanced 2022 Budget; Session approved the FUPC balanced 2022 Budget.   
 
Submitted by Amy Abernathy 
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Christian Education Committee 
 
During 2021, the Christian Education Committee strived to stay connected with children, their 
families, and adults through Zoom and in-person along with deliveries to homes.  
Children’s Ministry:  
• Children’s families received a copy of Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible along with Pentecost 

packets (Fifty Days of Spiritual Practice) and Christmas packets (Twelve Days of Christmas).  
• During the winter and spring, children’s ministry was online. Recordings of Children’s Chapel 

worship were shared on FUPC’s YouTube channel, providing opportunities for children and their 
parents to worship together at home.  

• Wednesday’s GFF (God’s Faithful Friends for age 4 – grade 2) and PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club 
for grades 3-5) met weekly on Zoom to hear stories of God’s people and respond with activities. 
In addition to area children, we had children join us remotely from Massachusetts, Springfield 
(IL), and St. Louis.  

• PYC led FUPC’s Souper Bowl of Caring campaign. During the 2-hour drive-thru, over 60 cars 
dropped off 1,552 items for the local food pantry. Additionally, $1,892.70 was donated. Many 
were fed!  

• On May 2 when in-person worship returned, Children’s Chapel was also back in-person with 
adjustments to keep all safe during our continuation of worship. The age range was expanded for 
all children grade 5 and below. With tech support from the A/V Ministry each Sunday, the pastor’s 
visit with the children in Children’s Chapel was shown live in the Sanctuary. During Advent, the 
children began their worship in the Sanctuary; then after the pastor’s time up front, they moved 
to Children’s Chapel to continue worshipping, safely spaced apart.  

• In May, childcare staff prepared the Toddler and Crib Rooms and established safety protocols for 
a June start-up. After a short period, the CE Committee realized that families were not yet ready 
to use childcare, so the room were no longer staffed and instead kept clean and open for 
individual families to use based on their need and comfort.  

• On July 11, CE hosted a Summer Evening Family Camp 
“Living Water.” Families gathered safely outdoors to learn 
about the important role of water in God’s story, and how 
Jesus used water to teach his followers about God. Stories 
told were the third day of Creation, Jesus’ baptism, and Jesus 
washing his disciples’ feet. Stations were set up on the patio 
and playground areas, with planting seeds, painting cards 
with watercolors for the deacons to deliver to members, and 
water games to remember our baptisms!  
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• In the summer, children’s families helped pack lunches for the area school children, and in 
December, rang bells for the Salvation Army at St. Clair Square.     

• The fall brought a “Welcome All” return to in-person GFF and PYC on 
Wednesday evenings. Dinner was safely enjoyed each week outside on the 
patio thanks to the Trustees setting up the tables and chairs. Wearing 
masks and safely spacing apart indoors, the children explored what it 
means to welcome all and to practice loving kindness as God first loved us  
(empathy, compassion, caring for ourselves, and being a neighbor). 

• VYC (Virtual Youth Club), a new, 30-minute online children’s ministry was begun on Wednesday 
afternoon, welcoming the out-of-area children who had joined when all programs were online. 
Additionally, the Springfield campus welcomed 2 new students!  

 
Adult Ministry:  
• Continuing from the Fall of 2020, Kristen Link continued to lead Honest Conversation. Adults 

gathered weekly on Zoom from mid-January through mid-March to focus on and discuss racism 
using Ijeoma Oluo’s book, So You Want to Talk about Race.  

• On two Sundays in January on Zoom, adults were invited to “Claim Your Faith,” a chance to be 
guided in writing their faith statements. Mentors were recruited and paired up with each. A follow-
up Zoom celebration was held in February to discuss and share their statements.  

• The Thoughtful Christian Gathering continued to meet all year, on Zoom and then hybrid during 
the summer and fall. Participants focused on 12 different studies using the Bible, handouts, 
videos, and several books.  

• Men’s Bible Study met every Wednesday during the year, continuing to read through the Bible.  
• Women’s Circles met on Zoom during the winter/spring and then were able to start in the fall 

meeting both on Zoom and in-person. See their reports later.  
 
Scholarships:  
In July and August, scholarships were awarded to six students completing undergraduate and 
graduate studies. They received funds from the Presbyterian and Ray L. Angerer Scholarships and 
from the Paul Cornell Scholarship.  
 
A huge thank you to all who oversaw, planned, led, and taught children and adults and to those who 
helped keep folks connected to the church through deliveries: 
• Christian Education Committee: Elder Joy Baltz (chair), Jackie Bainter, Claudia Brinkley, Connie 

Darnell, Pam Halel, Nancy Kreeb, Elder Elizabeth Schramm, and Emily Wilson 
• GFF leaders: Connie Darnell and Karen Miear 
• PYC leaders: Amy Abernathy, Joy Baltz, and Stephanie Foltz  
• “Living Water” planners and leaders: Dan Bainter, Hannah 

Bainter, Jackie Bainter, Joy Baltz, Maggie Baltz, Claudia 
Brinkley, Marvin Brinkley, Connie Darnell, Pam Halel, Nancy 
Kreeb, and Elizabeth Schramm 

• Children’s Chapel Worship Leaders and Greeters: Jackie Bainter, Carson Dyer, Delaney Giles, 
Ellen Hall, Barb Harnist, Rachel Lankford, Karen Miear, Lily Mokriakow, and Trent Mokriakow 

• Thoughtful Christian Gathering Team plus teachers: Jackie Bainter, Brenda Doll, Roger Doll, 
Danny Halel, Dan Harres, Pattie Layman, Jim Nicholas, Sheila Misselhorn, and Sammylane Wirth 

• Honest Conversation: Kristen Link  
 
Submitted by Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Education 



 6 

Presbyterian Community Preschool 
 
Last year my year-end report stated the Preschool Board was committed to 
reopening in August for the 2021-22 school year after being closed due to COVID. 
Well, the Preschool reopened, and there were many big smiles under all the masks! 
It has been exciting and wonderful having the students back, and the families have 
been very cooperative and support of the safely procedures put in place.  
 

One event which happened during the closure was the retirement of Preschool teacher Nancy 
Hodges. During her 30 years of teaching, she estimated that she taught over 1,000 students and 
worked with 13 other Preschool staff members plus many Preschool Board members.  

 
The Board then acted to make Antoinette Martinez the 
teacher for both the 3s and the 4s. During the fall under 
Mrs. Martinez and the Teacher Assistants, learning, 
playing, and growing took place in the classroom, on 
the playground, and in the gym! She also organized two 
pumpkin picking field trips for families, one for the 3s 
and one for the 4s, and arranged for the fire fighters 
from Belleville Fire Crew House #3 to visit, bringing their truck and equipment.  

 
The staff and Board hosted two separate Back to School Nights so that 
families could safely visit the classrooms. The students celebrated 
Halloween and Thanksgiving.  
 
Unfortunately, the Christmas Pageant in December was canceled due to a 

COVID case. After being notified by a family of positive cases, contact tracing, and consulting the 
Belleville Health Department about quarantining, the Preschool Board made the decision to close one 
week early for Christmas. Then during the break, more families tested positive, so the Board 
extended the closure until the middle of January.  
 
Registration for the 2022-23 school year will begin in February. If you know any children who would 
be eligible to attend our Preschool next year, please invite them to contact the Preschool for more 
information (618-233-4809). Encourage them to also visit the Preschool’s Facebook page and website 
www.firstunitedpreschool.  
 
Linda Hangsleben, Preschool Board President 
 
 
     College and Young Adults 
    
2021 was a year of re-structuring and growth for the College and Young Adult Ministry. Committee 
members included Elder Conor Baltz, Daniel Giles, Brandy Englert, Debbie Ohms, and Pastor Alex 
Lysdahl. The committee had been without an elder for a while, so the goal for 2021 was to rebuild 
the ministry and come up with a plan moving forward on how to best serve the college aged and 
young adults in our church. 
 



 7 

We started the year figuring out ways to connect with our young adults, especially considering the 
difficulties surrounding the pandemic. The early part of the year was spent trying to pull together a 
group of young adults and come up with ideas for events and outreach the committee could provide. 
We were able to establish a small group of college students and recent college graduates that we 
planned some events for. We hosted a few study breaks throughout the semester on Zoom where 
they could meet to chat and decompress, and also brought back Coffee and Chat at the Abbey. 
Coffee and Chat was a successful event before the pandemic, but the event was stopped throughout 
the pandemic. We also were successful in gathering contact info for our college students and young 
adults and sent out two rounds of care packages for them throughout the fall semester. We already 
have plans to send out care packages in the spring semester and are hoping to continue gathering 
contact information. 
 
We wrapped up the year with a game night at the church that brought together a few of the people 
who had occasionally attended the study breaks in the fall. We are hoping to plan more events like 
these when people are back in town for breaks. One of the biggest challenges we will face in 2022 is 
trying to encourage more attendance, as well as remaining flexible due to the ever-changing 
pandemic. 
 
Conor Baltz 
Elder, College and Young Adult Ministries 
   
      

Evangelism Committee 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ is the focus of the Evangelism 
Committee. We do this by assisting in creating events and opportunities for the Good News to be 
shared and through encouraging our members to share their faith with others. 
  
In 2021 the Evangelism Committee was able to: 
! In first quarter, we developed a new “Comeback Program” which was designed to reach people 

within our church or non-members who have had a difficult time with their faith. In May we 
announced the program at Church services and shared some actual stories to encourage others to 
participate. This program was met with some success and may be revisited in 2022. 

 
! One of our major objectives for 2021 was to increase our social media exposure for FUPC. We 

began that process by announcing our Easter Service via multiple social media platforms. This 
allowed us to reach more people and share our Easter Service layout via social media. 

 
! Discussed a fun family and youth faith based interactive activity with awards/gifts to the winners. 

This could be patterned after a similar program Beth supported for a church in Kansas City. Initial 
plan was to roll this out as a summer family event. However, increased COVID restrictions and 
County guidelines caused us to postpone this program. We will possibly revisit this again for the 
summer of 2022.  

 
! As part of increasing our Social Media presence, we partnered with Ally Dyer to investigate how we 

might implement a working plan. The overall idea was to create FUPC activities that could be saved 
on our church data base and then used for our on-going social media campaign. Ally recommended 
we do this by creating and training content volunteers. The volunteers would record and submit 
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videos or provide pictures of the many FUPC adult and children programs and activities. To kick-off 
our initial content needs, we asked Martha Dexheimer to join us. Martha agreed to provide 
STEEPLE content already gathered. We also created a few 20 sec videos about several church 
organizations to create future interest. This is an ongoing collection and social media process, and 
we continue to evaluate the best way to develop and publish the “Best of FUPC”.  

 
! We have also looked at other ways to increase our FUPC Community awareness. So, in addition to 

social media expansion, we have started a SWAG stash (FUPC logo merchandise) program that can 
be used for creating community awareness, church giveaway’s, youth programs, and volunteers 
supporting our many youth programs. Our specific desire was to identify merchandise that would 
appeal to young families and youth. We have ordered our initial SWAG merchandise and look 
forward to integrating it into our 2022 plans and objectives. 

 
! Last year (2020) we advertised our Christmas services by placing Yard Signs in over 100 yards 

across our local communities. Based on the feedback, this program helped create awareness. 
However, as part of this year’s focus on expanding our social media presence we have advertised 
our Christmas services in Facebook. The forecast is we should reach several thousand readers. Of 
course, we will track our results but expect even more positive results than last year as we 
transition to 2022. 

 
Submitted by Ken Stange, Elder 

 
 

Hospitality Ministry 
 
Due to FUPC Covid 19 safety protocols during 2021, the Hospitality Ministry did not host activities. On 
April 4, team members did help worshippers celebrate Easter! As attendees drove out of the parking 
lot after each of the two outdoor worship services, ministry team members passed out individually 
wrapped and decorated cupcakes. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  
 
Martha Tambala, Elder  
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Member Connections Committee 
 

Our vision: Connecting members by providing every new and current member the information and 
opportunity to become actively engaged in our church, our vision, our worship, our activities, and our 
programs; engaging and tracking first-time visitors; ensuring our database reflects an accurate 
membership status. 
 
Equipping 

• Equipping Ministry is now part of Member Connections. 
 
Greeters 

• Until December, Health Ambassadors assigned by the church COVID-19 Task Force, served as 
Greeters; they made sure all attending in-person worship signed in for contact tracing and 
wore a mask. 

• In December, a new group of Greeters assumed the role of the Healthcare Ambassadors, with 
one assigned for the 8:00 am service and two for the 11:00 am service. 

• Recruiting, training and scheduling of Greeters is the responsibility of a Member Connections 
Coordinator. 

 
Project Reconnect and Feeling Connected Calls 
Due to COVID and the suspension of many activities, two rounds of calls were made to church 
members. 

• Calls were made by members of the committee to a select list of church members; the intent 
was to reach out to connect and let them know the church cares about them. 

• For a second round, the MC team and others called the entire congregation to ask if there was 
any way the church and staff could be of help. 

 
FUPC 101 Classes 

• Member Connections/Equipping participated in a session of FUPC 101 classes. 
• Equipping was explained and the online Discovery Tool was demonstrated. 

 
New Members 

• Welcome bags and cakes were delivered to recent new members. 
• Due to Westminster Presbyterian closing, 29 members assimilated their membership to FUPC.  
• All new members were asked to fill out and return forms for New Member Information and 

Ministry Opportunities. 
• They received a welcome bag with a welcome letter from the pastors, an olive wood cross, 

various pieces of information, and a cupcake (in lieu of cake in the Commons). 
• Assigned Sponsor to those who requested one. 
• Photos and bios appeared in The Steeple and will be displayed on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex. 
 
50-Year Member Celebration  

• One member was recognized in May. 
 
Six-Month Flyer 

• Informational flyers were sent in June and December (79) to members who had not attended 
in six months. 
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Personal Contacts 
• Thru August, Missing You cards were sent every 4-5 weeks to those missing or absent; cards 

were sent to about 13 families each period.  
• This personal contact will resume in January. 

 
Submitted by Martha Dexheimer, Elder and Chair  
 
 

         Mission Committee 
 
The purpose of the Mission Committee at First United Presbyterian Church is to engage the 
congregation in Mission activities in the community, region, nation, and the world. This year the 
Mission committee supported the following missions with financial and volunteer support: 
• International Mission Team financial support for mission worker teams in Peru and Thailand, as 

well as the Hines Ugandan Ministry, Rehema Education Fund, and the Marion Medial Mission in 
Africa. 

• National support included financial support for Presbyterian Children Services. 
• Regional Support included Financial Support for Giddings Lovejoy Presbytery. 
• Locally we are proud to support organizations with funding and volunteer support. This year we 

supported two food pantries (the Community Interfaith Food Pantry and the Catholic Urban 
Program Food Pantry), UKirk St. Louis, Beacon of Belleville, Project Compassion, and the 
Violence Prevention Center. 

   
We also supported:  
• Adopt A Highway - a onetime pickup was done in September. 
• Summer Lunch Program - 6 years of providing lunches to local children in Belleville at risk of 

hunger in the summer months. This year volunteers from the congregation made and delivered 
150 lunches for 11 weeks at 8-10 delivery stops near our local schools for a total of 1650 
lunches served. 

• Needs Among Us program which was expanded to include 50 families from Children’s Home and 
Aid as well as members of our congregation. Individuals from our congregation responded to 
these needs donating toward medical, utility and rent assistance as well as direct donations and 
goods and services donated. Our congregation supported this effort with over $60,000. 

• Dental/Eye glass program. We assisted two students with eye exams/glasses and four students 
with dental needs. 

• A total of four people participated in the annual Adult Mission trip to the Mound Ridge Retreat 
Center in Cook Station Missouri. Projects included installing a hot water tank and back splash in 
the dogwood office, a furnace in the maintenance shed, winterizing the pool pump house and 
cabins water house, cleaning off lodge roof of leaves and debris for winter, venting of cabin 
outside kitchen and many small maintenance tasks. 

 
Submitted by Moderator Dwight Lied, Elder Jim Nicholas, Andy Morgan 
 
    
         Personnel Committee 
 
The Personnel Committee has the responsibility to help fulfill the duties of the Session to provide for 
the administration of the program of the church, including employment of nonordained staff, with 
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concern for equal employment opportunity, fair employment practices, personnel policies, and the 
annual review of the adequacy of compensation for all staff, including all employees. –PCUSA Book of 
Order G-10.0102. 
 
Staff Departures 

With gratitude and sadness, we bid farewell to several of our long time Staff members in 2021:  
• Kaitie Kautz resigned her position as Director of Youth Ministries to focus on completing her 

graduate degree in Counseling. 
• LuAnn Orlet retired.  
• Cara Barrett accepted a position as a sign language interpreter with a local school district.  
We wish them all the very best in their future careers and personal endeavors! 

 
Staff New Hires  

We welcomed the following new Staff members in 2021: 
• Renée Wilson, Interim Director of Youth Ministries 
• Satin Samuels, Office Administrator 
• Dale Overstreet, Custodian 

 
Other accomplishments in 2021 

• Distributed annual self-assessment forms for completion by all employees. 
• Conducted Zoom (virtual) annual Year in Ministry reviews with each staff member. 
• Terminated contract with our building cleaning contractor and hired new, part-time Custodian 

to perform bi-weekly cleaning services at the church with a more efficient schedule and cost. 
• Developed recommendations for pastoral Terms of Call for review and approval by Session 

before submission to congregation. 
• Recommended salary adjustments for all staff members to present to Session. 
• Prepared annual budget submission for Session approval. 

 
Even in this uncertain time of the ongoing pandemic, our church continues to be blessed with a 
caring and dedicated staff that works diligently to provide outstanding support to our congregation 
and our surrounding communities. We remain excited about the future of FUPC and look forward to a 
prosperous 2022. 
 
Personnel Committee   
Roger Cox 
Amy Brummitt 
 
 

       Stewardship Committee 
 
2021 was a year of transition for Stewardship at First United. While we continued to safely care for 
friends and neighbors, we transitioned back to in-person worship. We eagerly filled old and new 
volunteer positions throughout the building. We got back to the business of doing Church, at Church, 
greeting people at the door, answering phones, and serving others. We also made a big change to 
the way we give to the Church this year. This was our first year without boxed offering envelopes. 
The staff and congregation made the switch without missing a beat! Giving has remained strong 
without suffering any major decline throughout the year. God has truly blessed First United! 
  



 12 

Review of 2021 Activities 
 
"What Shall I Bring" themed Annual Campaign: Building on the success of the Faith, Hope, Love 
campaign of 2020, we again used a set of ready-to-use themed campaign materials that were easily 
modified for use at First United. It provides a great cost and workload savings, while still delivering a 
meaningful message during this transitional year. Despite reports of declines in giving throughout 
mainline denominations, the congregation of First United maintained its level of giving which allowed 
us to continue to support the many missions for the Church.  
  
Stewardship Committee cost savings: The Stewardship Committee asks the members of First United 
to be good stewards of the blessings that God has provided. We are also subject to that request and 
have made several changes to the way we do things to be better stewards of the offerings given to 
the Church. As I mentioned before, we saved several hundred dollars again this year by using 
prepared annual campaign materials. We also saved over $1,200 dollars in 2021 by not ordering 
boxed offering envelopes.  
  
The 2021 Stewardship Committee members are Elder Shawn Lankford and ad-hoc member Bob 
Wells. I would also like to personally thank the Staff for their continued hard work and dedication to 
ensure the success of the ministries at First United! We would not be able to do it without them! 
Thanks be to God for the blessings He has poured into First United.  
  
Blessings, 
Shawn Lankford, Stewardship Committee Chair 
 
 

Worship Committee 
 
Members: Danny Bainter, Jackie Bainter, Betty Scherrer, Sharon Scott, Susy Rybicki, Ed Langen, 
Kristen Link 
 
The objective of the Worship Committee is to help FUPC to glorify God through meaningful worship 
by ensuring that the FUPC Chapel and Sanctuary remain warm, welcoming spaces where the 
congregation can worship and receive peace in the presence of God.    
• The Easter drive in service was well attended and the team worked together to provide 

Communion elements.  
• Once in-person worship had restarted, and Communion was celebrated, we provided pre-

packaged elements then transitioned to direct service of the elements by elders in the front of 
the Sanctuary.  

• Jackie and Danny thoroughly cleaned the sanctuary in preparation for the return.  
• To refresh the space, Susy designed and made a new set of paraments for the Pentecost season 

and Sharon replaced the floral arrangements 
• The committee and other volunteers decked the Sanctuary and Chapel with the Christmas 

decorations. 
• The congregation responded generously to the four seasonal offerings 
• Several funeral services were held in the church building, with limited guests staying for 

luncheon. Jim Morris was invited to become a funeral coordinator to fill out the team.  
 
Submitted by Kristen Link, Elder 
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Music Ministry (under Worship Committee) 
 
Here's how I started the report for 2020: "This year has been like no other." Well...maybe like no 
other before! Mat Conway, Diana Umali, and I continued to provide music for Zoom worship services 
and added in-person services part-way through the year. The choir resumed in the fall; and while we 
struggled with masked singing, it was a joy to be together again. As we continue to navigate this 
pandemic, I'm proud to report that our music ministry is alive and well. Our music staff works 
wonderfully together, and we're all looking forward to seeing what's in store for 2022! 
 
Andy Jensen, Director of Music 
 

Audio/Video Ministry (under Worship Committee) 
  
The goal of Audio/Video Ministry is to enhance the worship of God through the use of up-to-date 
technology. The team was established in 2003.  
 
Worship Services for 2021 started on ZOOM due to the pandemic. The Zoom Worship Tech Team 
provided audio and video support for the Zoom worship services throughout the year. 
 
Two In-Person Sunday worship services in the Sanctuary started on the second of May. The first 
service at 8:00 and the second at 11:00 am. The A/V Tech Team graciously agreed to serve at both 
services on a Sunday. In July the 8:00 am In-Person Sunday worship service moved to the Chapel.  
With this move the A/V Tech Team now served the one 11:00 am In-Person Sunday worship service 
as well as the Zoom Sunday worship service. 
 
During the 11:00 am In-Person worship service the youngest children had their Sunday service in 
Children’s Chapel. At the Children’s Time during the worship service the Pastor left the Sanctuary and 
did the Children’s Time with the children in Children’s Chapel. A request was made that the 
congregation be able to see the Pastor’s visit with the children projected in the Sanctuary. A new 
camera system was developed with a mobile camera in Children’s Chapel connected to the projection 
system in the Sanctuary. This system works very well. A team of four young men from the youth 
group volunteered to be the camera operator one Sunday a month to support this new A/V service. 
 
Later in the year the youngest children were able to be with the adults in the Sanctuary at the start 
of the worship service. The Children’s Time with the Pastor was now done at the front of the 
Sanctuary. So, everyone in the congregation could see the children and the Pastor, the camera in the 
loft was used to project the Children’s Time. The Camera Team of four young men moved from 
Children’s Chapel up to the loft to operate the camera for Children’s Time. 
 
The need for a second media cart was recognized. Parts were purchased, assembled, and Media Cart 
#2 was put into service. This cart can be connected to the internet for classes, meetings and for 
participants of the Sunday Zoom worship service. Media Cart #2 resides in the Conference Room; 
however, as with Media Cart #1, it can be used in most all other rooms in the Church building. 
 
Audio/Video recordings of the Sunday Zoom worship service and a text version of the sermons are 
created, edited, and made available on the church website. 
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Thank you to the Audio/Video Ministry Team, the Zoom Worship Tech Support Team, and the 
Camera Team volunteers who have given their talents and time to this ministry.  
 
With God’s help we will continue to find new media ways to bring the timeless message of the Gospel 
to our church. 
 
Loren Elliott, Director of Audio/Video Ministries 
 
 

          Youth Ministries Committee 
 
As the virtual Director of Youth Ministries, the hope is to be an empowering team leader who 
collaborates with and equips others in the good work of discipling middle school and high school 
students. Together, we learn and experience what it means to follow Jesus in safe and supportive 
environments where fun is important, grace is imperative, and Jesus is the reason we're connected. 
 
There are three goals we've been targeting with a hope that lifelong impact in the lives of students is 
experienced:  

Goal #1: Students will acquire a knowledge of Christ that is applicable to their lives and 
informs the way they live.  

Goal #2: Students will encounter the love of Christ through the community of FUPC and 
experience a place where they are safe and a people who know, support, and 
care about them.  

Goal #3: Students will step into an active role of serving Christ and grow in their 
faith and trust of Him as they help build His Kingdom. 

 
Submitted by Renée Wilson, Interim Director of Youth Ministries  

 

  
 

 
 
BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
It was my privilege to be moderator of the Deacons under the direction of Rev. Lysdahl in 2021, a 
year blended with caring for our church members through cards, calls, emails and at times in person 
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visits. The Deacons have the privilege and distinction of being a representative of FUPC and being the 
extension of Christ’s compassion to others. 
 
Below is a summary of the Deacons’ work in 2021: 

 
Ø The Deacons served the church community the first eight months of the year, with Covid 

restrictions, by making personal phone calls to those in need, supporting others with cards and 
emails.  As Covid restrictions lifted, the Deacons were able to visit some care centers and even 
have meetings in an in person/ zoom hybrid environment. 

 
Ø Banana Ministry: Led by Joyce Lied and Betty Scherrer, was put on hold due to financial 

concerns and the pandemic. We hope to reinstate the Banana Ministry sometime in 2022. 
 

Ø Prayer Shawl Ministry: Led by Betty McRoberts and Mary Teague. Betty and Mary are very 
grateful that the knitters have been so active during the pandemic, continuing to make this 
ministry possible. The Deacons continue to support the Shawl Ministry by gifting to those who 
are in need of the power of faith in Christ. Approximately 250 shawls have been gifted this 
year. 
 

Ø Home-Served Communion: The Deacons had to suspend these services due to the pandemic. 
 

Ø Red Hearts Ministry:  During the pandemic the Red Hearts Ministry to recruit members of 
FUPC to partner and stay in regular contact with those that were shut in was suspended. But 
the Deacons did add 5 addition church members each to contact as support during the covid 
restrictions for a total of 110 additional church members supported. 
 

Ø Pastoral Care: The Deacon continue to work with the Needs Among us to provide for those in 
need. 
 

Ø Funeral Meals Ministry: The Deacons are supporting this mission formerly provided by 
Presbyterian Women. 
 

Transportation Ministry 
The Transportation Ministry at First United is made up of two separate but related entities: The 
Bus Ministry and The Car Ministry. The purpose of each is to arrange for and provide 
transportation to those members who are unable to drive.  

Ø Bus Ministry: For the safety of others, the Deacons had to suspend these services due to 
the pandemic. 
 

Ø Transportation Ministry: For the safety of others, the Deacons had to suspend these 
services due to the pandemic. But as Covid restrictions were lifted, the service was 
restarted. The Deacons provided 33 trips totaling 1,453 miles providing 66.5 hours of 
service. 

 
Ø The nine-member committee: Grady Phillips, Dave Misselhorn, Roger Doll, Jane Bynum, 

Linda Hangsleben, Debbie Reeder, Judy Stratton, Mickie Moore, and Brenda Doll 
 
Brenda Doll, Car Ministry Coordinator 
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Deacons’ statistics for 2021: 
Average Deacon Attendance in 2021 per meeting: 16 
Annual calls made: 929 
Annual visits: 126 
Annual cards sent: 2068 
Emails sent: 156 
Total contacts for 2021: 3297 annual contacts provided to our congregation members by the  

Deacons. 
  

2021 Board of Deacons: 
Rev. Alex Lysdahl 
Amy Brummitt, Jane Bynum, KC Clayton, Gigi Cox, Brenda Doll, Janice Dorris, Meg Friedewald, 
Marsha Head, Debbie Reeder, Daphne Summers, Virginia Hartzell, Sharon Gaskill, Jan Jansen, 
Dee Palmer, Betty Scherrer, JoAnn and John Rushing, Sue Perez, Karen and Chuck Thurig,  
 
Ad Hoc: Joyce Lied, David Misselhorn, Ellen Hall 

 
Respectfully, Marsha Head, Moderator, and Brenda Doll, Co-Moderator 
 

Stephen Ministry 
 
Stephen Ministers are trained to provide one-to-one care to people experiencing difficult times in 
their lives. Each Stephen Minister receives initial training of 50 hours in distinctively Christian 
caregiving. In 2021, two new leaders were trained to continue the rich history of Stephen Ministry at 
First United Presbyterian Church. In addition, three Stephen Ministers were recommissioned by the 
congregation after completing 10 hours of refresher training. A new class of Stephen Ministers heard 
the call in 2021 and will complete their training in 2022. 
 
Amy Abernathy & Roger Doll, Leaders 
 
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
The Trustees ensure the ongoing maintenance and improvement of the church facilities.  Our three 
committees have focused on the following projects throughout 2021: 
 
Outside Committee: 

§ Repaired gas meter door by Chapel entrance 
§ Mowing, snow removal, and landscaping 
§ Removed brush pile by pavilion 
§ Repaired portico facia near 161 
§ Power washed exterior areas 
§ Painted the gym exterior and one interior wall 
§ Installed locked mailbox 
§ Monitored trees/shrubs near property line 
§ Repaired exterior lighting 
§ Painted the wooden fence by the patio shed 
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Inside Committee: 
§ Completed church inventory/videotaped rooms for insurance 
§ Replaced chapel drapes 
§ Refinished gym floor 
§ Completed renovation of women’s restroom by the Sanctuary 
§ Completed routine, required inspections 
§ Updated Entry Key Cards 
§ Replaced ceiling tiles 
§ Maintained and repaired AC/heating and equipment and interior lights 
§ Purchased air purifiers for church offices and Vista Room 
§ Replaced sump pump 
§ Sought bids for replacing Conference Room windows  

 
Administrative Committee: 

§ Updated and renewed church insurance 
§ Updated licenses and insurance for buses 
§ Established bus schedule 
§ Evaluated and approved facility use for outside groups 
§ Assisted with transfer of property from Westminster Church 
§ Monitored upkeep of Westminster church and property 
§ Supported technology & equipment  

 
We are grateful for the amazing help of volunteers who shared their time and talent to help meet the 
challenges of this year. Thank you! 
 
Nancy Kreeb, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
 
 
LIFE GROUPS 
 

Hannah Circle 
 
Hannah Circles purpose is to nurture women’s faith through prayer, Bible study and fellowship.  
• We meet the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 10:30 am. This year because of Covid-19 we 

met both in person in the Vista Room and on Zoom. 
 

• Beginning in September we used Horizon’s Bible study, What My Grandmothers Taught Me: 
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 
 

• We have 12 active members, and as our mission projects this year we  
o donated 9 handmade quilts, toys, and gift cards to the 

children in Kemmerer Village in Assumption, Illinois;  
o sponsored the drive-thru collection of small gifts, books, and 

candy for Kindercottage prior to Easter; and   
o donated $75 to PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) after 

the horrible tornadoes in Kentucky. 
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Any woman of the church interested in studying the Bible and enjoying the fellowship of these 
women should call Carol Purviance, Hannah Circle Leader, 618-250-5688. 
 
Submitted by Carol Purviance 
 
 

Lamplighters Circle 
 
Despite the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, Lamplighters Circle continued strong fellowship among 
its members. In the spring, we met virtually to complete the Love Carved in Stone Bible study of the 
Ten Commandments.  
 
As the fall commenced, Lamplighters Circle grew in number, aided by the blessing of eight new 
members from the closed Westminster Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) congregation. We began the 
What My Grandmothers Taught Me Bible study and are enjoying the study and discussion of several 
Biblical women and what their lives have to teach us today.     

 
During Advent, our circle sponsored the Cap and Mitten Trees mission. 
Donations of warm items from the FUPC congregation were numerous:  

50 hats,  
140 pairs of gloves or mittens,  
35 hat and glove sets, and  
1 pair of earmuffs!  

All items were delivered to Kindercottage in time for Christmas.   
 
Lamplighters continues to be flexible, understanding that changes in 
public health guidelines will drive how and where we meet, and that 
God will meet us wherever that may be.   
 
 Submitted by Amy Brummitt, Lamplighters Circle Leader  

 
 

Lydia Circle 
 
Our 22 members met on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. We met on zoom most 
months except for three hybrid meetings (October, November, December) when some of the fully 
vaccinated members gathered at the church.  
 
We have stayed connected with our four outreach members through calls and cards, as we could not 
visit in person due to Covid. Likewise, Covid prevented our group from proceeding with planned 
projects. 
 
Our Horizons Bible study lessons, with a DVD presentation by the author of the book, were 
compelling. Themes for lessons through the year included Hope, Joy, Justice, Prayer, and the 
genealogy of Jesus’ maternal ancestors. 
 
Submitted by Sharon Gaskill and Janet Jensen, Co-Leaders 
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Merry Mates 
 

Merry Mates is a life group with our primary purpose to provide an opportunity for men and women 
to participate together in Christian fellowship and in the life of the church. Like many, our normal 
routine was altered by COVID-19. 

• Meetings are held the second Friday of each month via Zoom or in person when the building is 
open for meetings. 

• We gather at 7:00 pm with a devotion, sharing joys and concerns, a business meeting and 
program 

• Due to COVID-19 restrictions we had no fund raisers this year. 
• In March, Duk & Seon Choo Kim celebrated their 50th anniversary. 
• We were unable to place flowers in the Sanctuary in memory of deceased Merry Mates. 
• Several former Helmsmen joined our group since they disbanded. 

 
The officers for 2021 were President/Chaplain Carol Purviance, Co-Vice Presidents Marvin and Claudia 
Brinkley, Co-Secretaries Jean and Andy Morgan, Treasurer Carol Ripley. 
 
Merry Mates extends a warm welcome to anyone who is interested in joining us for food, fun and 
fellowship. 
 
Submitted by Jean and Andy Morgan, Co-Secretaries 
 
 

Prayer Group  
 

The First United Presbyterian Prayer Group prays for those requesting confidential prayer. We believe 
that prayer is powerful – and brings us closer to God and to one another. We ask prayer group 
members to stop and pray as soon as they receive the request and then to continue to pray as long 
as requested.   
 
The year 2021 has been a year filled with challenges: physical, mental, and emotional. The pandemic 
has caused much stress and led to isolation for many. We in the prayer group hope that we have 
helped reduce some of the stress by being a link in the chain of communication, and by praying for 
those in need. 

• In 2021, the Prayer Group received 317 prayer requests and thank you/updates.   
• We currently have 38 members praying for those in need.   

 
We thank all of those sending prayer requests and the faithful and faith-filled members of our prayer 
group. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beth Sheldon 
 

Sand Dollars 
 
The stated purposes of the Sand Dollars are to encourage Christian living in the home and in the day-
to-day activities of our lives, become involved in the struggle for social justice, help encourage 
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growth in the church and in the community, provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship and help 
develop strong leaders for both the Church and the Community.   
 
Sand Dollars strived to fulfill these purposes in this past COVID-restricted year by: 

• Continuing to provide Christian fellowship by meeting regularly as a group, utilizing Zoom early 
in 2021 and various outdoor settings including members backyards and community parks later 
in the year 

• Continuing to have members who serve as Deacons, Elders, Trustees, and Safety Officers  
• Actively supporting Sand Dollar members who have experience the death of loved ones or 

have moved from the greater Belleville area 
• Continuing to raise funds through working the Woodcarvers Show in November and then 

financially supporting the Church Needs Among Us at Christmas time by sponsoring a large 
family with those fundraising efforts 

 
The Sand Dollars meet the first Friday of the month (watch for announcements as to how/where in 
Church Bulletin!) and have elected to maintain their 2021 officers into 2022: 

Co-Skippers: Brenda and Joe Fedak & Jan and Dennis Nevois 
Pursers: Bob and Nancy Lonsdale 
Log Keepers: Jeff and Kay Schanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2021 Veteran’s Life Group 
 

 We continue to support our Church member active duty and veteran families. We do this by 
helping families who have a deployed mom or dad or our veterans who just need a little additional 
help. Please contact Ken Stange or Shawn Lankford for assistance. 

 
 This past summer we were able to safely resume our twice monthly Veteran Life Group Fellowship 

breakfasts. ALL church members are welcome. The only requirement is love of country and the 
desire to serve our active-duty families and veterans. Please contact Ken for more information. 

 
 Due to the continuing pandemic challenges, we were not able to host our annual Memorial Day 

BBQ or our annual Veteran Day Pancake breakfast. These were always well supported by our 
church family, and we had started extending invitations to our local community. For 2022, we 
hope to safely resume these popular events with your support. 
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 We sent “welcoming” letters to each Westminster veteran family thanking them for their service 
and welcoming them to First United and our Veteran’s Life Group. 

 
 For our church special celebration of Veteran’s Day, we honored 15 Vietnam and Vietnam era 

church members, acknowledging, and thanking them and their families for their service and 
sacrifices.  

 
 Also, for our church celebration of Veteran’s Day, we awarded 6 additional “Quilts of Honor” for 

church veterans. We have now awarded a total of 81 ‘Quilts of Honor” to our church member 
active duty and veteran families. This is truly a labor of love supported by our Quilters, other 
veteran families, and donations to help cover material costs. 

 
 We once again made a donation to the Gary Sinise Foundation. Gary, known as Lt. Dan in the 

movie Forrest Gump, has committed his last 40 years to honor and support our defenders, 
veterans, active duty, first responders, their families, and Gold Star families in need. In its 10th 
year, his Lt. Dan Band has completed over 300 fund raising concerts, never receiving a single 
dollar for their performances. His foundation has raised over $200 million supporting these families 
as well as supporting 20 additional first responder and veteran organizations. It is always an honor 
to help support the Gary Sinise Foundation. 

 
Submitted by Ken Stange 
 
 
 
 
2021 STATISTICS 
 
Active Membership as of 12/31/20:          479 
 
Gains: 
Confirmation…………………………………………….0 
New Members………………………………………..30 
Restored……………………………………….…………1  
Total Gains………………………………………….…31 
  
Losses: 
Deaths………………………………………………….. 16 
Transfers………………………………………………….6  
Total Losses……………………………………….…..22 
Removed………………………………………………….0 
 
Active Membership as of 12/31/21          488 
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