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Pastors’ Note 
 

This year has been a real test of our identity as a church. We sing the words in the song 
“We Are the Church!” proclaiming… 
 

The church is not a building; 
the church is not a steeple; 
the church is not a resting place; 
the church is a people 
 

With the pandemic, we have sought to be a people filled with God’s Spirit and here are 
just a few of the ways we saw that happening at First United Presbyterian Church… 
Meaningful Worship 
 

• Zoom worship is providing a spiritually fulfilling worship experience -- folks without technology 
are connecting via phone or devices setup by friends and family 

• Families across the nation are worshipping together online, along with new worshippers, both 
local and from all over the country 

• New members are joining the church and we celebrated several child and adult baptisms 
• Long-time members who cannot travel and even remote college students are joining us for 

worship  
• We are helping other churches get their services online as well 

 
Active Discipleship 

• Weekly Bible studies and classes continue over Zoom 
• “Hope in the Word” video meetups with the pastors are providing midweek encouragement 

and faith formation twice a week 
• Children and youth ministries are finding innovative ways to connect  
• Honest and respectful conversations on race are hosted weekly 

 
Faithful Service 

• Summer lunch program delivered 1400+ meals to local children  
• 50 families in crisis received much needed items, aid, and support through Needs Among Us 

expansion (~$75,000 in donations not counting the Christmas presents) 
• Hosted multiple drive-thru food and supply relief efforts with community partners 
• Advocated with local hospitals and county health department to secure funding for 250 mobile 

Wi-Fi hotspot devices for local school children’s remote learning  
• Financial support for local and global missions are being provided through Hines Ugandan 

Ministries, Marion Medical Missions wells, Rehema Kenyan Scholarship Fund, Beacon Ministries, 
Catholic Urban Programs, Community Interfaith Food Pantry, Project Compassion, U-Kirk St. 
Louis College Ministry, Presbyterian Children’s Services, PCUSA General Missions, and mission 
co-workers supported in Peru, Mexico, South Korea, and Thailand 
 

Nurturing Fellowship 
• Ministries of deacons, pastors, and others actively calling our church members are leading to 

many acts of loving kindness  
• “Chalk the Walk” with families decorated driveways for members and invited their neighbors to 

worship with us 
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• Yard signs and car magnets around 
town inviting people to discover our 
church 

• Christmas Cruise -Thru events 
brought hundreds of people to the 
church around the holidays on 
Sunday afternoons to give, get, hear 
and receive signs of Christmas 
blessings. 

• New groups like “Ladies at the Table” 
and a renewed offering of GriefShare 
are creating opportunities to connect 

 
We are looking forward to what 2021 might bring to our lives of faith together!  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex 

 
SESSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Christian Education Committee 
 
In 2020, the Christian Education Committee ensured that children and adult Christian Education 
programs and activities were available to all FUPC members in person and then on Zoom.  
 
Children’s Ministry Winter/Spring: 

• CE hosted Family Fun Night, a February Friday evening of 
fellowship, fun, and play in the Gym and Eversull Hall for 87 family 
members, volunteers, and staff.  
• Bible Discovery Classes using the Children’s Illustrated Bible were 
held on Sundays for 
kindergartners and 
family members. 
Four received their 
Bibles in person 
during worship on 
March 8; three 
others had theirs 
delivered to their homes.     

• Beginning March 15, children’s families were emailed links to faith formation materials to use at 
home and during Zoom worship (coloring pages, eStory book, doodle sheets, children’s bulletins, 
palm branches). Holy Week and then Pentecost packets were delivered to 34 families, with 7 more 
children receiving Children’s Illustrated Bibles. The packets contained resources that used their Bibles 
and additional stories to read, to watch and listen, plus suggestions for families to create, wonder 
together, pray together, and video links to watch. 
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• Wednesday programming for children: GFF 
(God’s Faithful Friends, age 4 – 2nd grade) made 
the transition to Zoom with weekly check-ins, a 
Bible story, a craft to do at home, and prayer 
time. PYC (Presbyterian Youth Club, grades 3-5) 
also moved to Zoom with scavenger hunts, Bible 
lessons with wondering time, weekly challenges, 
prayer time, and “open mic” check-in time.   
 
Children’s Ministry Summer/Fall:  
• To continue celebrating milestones, NRSV Study Bibles were delivered to rising 6th graders moving 
from PYC to KIX, and books (Praying in Color) were delivered to rising 3rd graders moving into PYC.   

• GFF and PYC kicked off a new year on Zoom with 
both groups using the same compassion themed 
curriculum. Materials were “safely” delivered to the 
students every two weeks either in person or by mail 
to those out of area. In October, PYC held a “Zoom-
In,” focusing on compassion and emotions during a 
fun evening of fellowship over Zoom.  
• Worship Leaders started videotaping worship 
services in Children’s Chapel. Beginning in October, a 
new video was uploaded each week to FUPC’s 

YouTube channel, offering families the opportunities to worship together at home or to use a 
separate device for children on Sunday mornings during the sermon.    
• During November, 41 “I Will Light Candles This Christmas” Advent Boxes were prepared. The boxes 
with faith activities for families to use together at home were delivered either in person or by mail.  
• CE also offered support to the Preschool, its Board, and the staff during a year like no other! See 
the Preschool report below.  
 
Scholarships: In July, scholarships were awarded to support 9 students pursuing continued 
undergraduate and graduate education. Monies came from the Presbyterian, the Ray A. Angerer, and 
the Paul Cornell Scholarships; the Professional Church Vocations Fund; and a special, one-time 
donation from Presbyterian Women.  
 
Adult Discipleship:  
Weekly Bible studies and classes started the year in person and then continued over Zoom. The 
Thoughtful Christian Gathering offered 17 different studies for in-depth Bible and theological study. 
Resources were delivered to participants with safe social distancing! Adulting participants met weekly 
to offer each other support. After meeting in person for two months, Yoga met once on Zoom.  
 
The pastors began online video meetups called 
“Hope in the Word,” providing midweek 
encouragement and faith formation twice a week. 
After decades of meeting in person, Men’s Bible 
Study transitioned to a new way using Zoom to 
continue reading through the Bible, sharing how 
the scripture spoke to them, and enjoying 
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fellowship. CE facilitated the Zoom Bible study sessions for the three women’s circles: Hannah, 
Lamplighters, and Lydia.  
 
In July, current events highlighted the need for us to learn, grow, and change as Christians if we 
were to live into our calling to love one another well. First United put together a list of ten resources 
for members to explore in order to learn and grow in understanding of historical and current issues 

regarding racial bias and injustices connected to race. The document, “Ten Starting Points 
for Engaging Race Issues,” suggested great places to start and was shared in the Steeple 
and on the FUPC website. In September, honest and respectful conversations on race 
began weekly using So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijeoma Oluo. Elder Kristen Link 
led the discussions through the fall, with conversations set to begin with chapter 9 in the 
new year.  

 
A “Standing O” to all who oversaw, planned, led, and taught children and adults as they sought to be 
active disciples of Jesus Christ in 2020 and a “round of applause” to those who helped with delivery 
of resources!  

• Christian Education Committee: Elder Joy Baltz (chair), Elder Jackie Bainter, Claudia Brinkley, 
Connie Darnell, Pam Halel, Nancy Kreeb, Elizabeth Schramm, and Emily Wilson 
• GFF leaders: Connie Darnell, Karen Miear, and Terri O’Saben 
• PYC leaders: Amy Abernathy and Joy Baltz 
• Thoughtful Christian Gathering Adult Ed Team and teachers: Jackie Bainter, Roger Doll, Danny 
Halel, Jim Nicholas, and Sammylane Wirth; Rosemary Ehrstein, Dan Harres, and Sheila Misselhorn 
• Joy Baltz (Adulting) and Kristen Link (Adulting, Honest Conversation on Race) 

 
Submitted by Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Education 
(And a personal note: Thank you for my 20th Anniversary Zoom Celebration during and after worship 
on November 15! Thanks to all who submitted videos and sent cards, emails, and texts! I appreciated 
the flowers and the little cupcakes. I love serving God with and among you, God’s people!)  
 
 

Presbyterian Community Preschool 
 
Who would have thought that this year-end report would only cover two months of actual in-class 
schooling due to the pandemic! What a challenging year 2020 was for the Preschool Board, the staff, 
the students, their families, and church members.  
 
During the spring, the Board continued to pay staff while the teachers finished the school year 
virtually. Mrs. Martinez worked with parents and 4-year-old students using Seesaw, having 
assignments ready every Sunday for the next week. Birthdays were celebrated on Zoom with the 
whole class. Mrs. Hodges used our Facebook page to make suggestions on educational activities for 
her 3-year-old students and virtual field trips available for families. In May, the staff held drive-bys to 
return earlier work, supplies, and to say goodbye.  
 
Planning for the 2020-2021 school year continued with hopes of opening in the fall. Then for 
everyone’s safety, FUPC Session and the Preschool Board voted not to open. After borrowing $6,000 
from FUPC, Preschool staff were each paid a retainer fee to work on needed projects in anticipation 
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of a January 2021 opening. They reorganized their classrooms, continued communication on 
Facebook, and helped with the development of a new website for the Preschool.  
 
Mid fall 2020, parents were contacted to find out if their child would be returning to our program in 

January 2021. Less than 50% of the registered students were 
confirmed to return. After much discussion, the Board made the 
hard decision that it was not financially feasible to reopen the 
Preschool in January for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school 
year. All registration fees were returned to families.  
 
I assure you, although it is eight months away, the Preschool Board 
is hard at work, preparing for an August opening for the 2021-2022 
school year. Registration information will be available soon as well 
as the launch of a new website (firstunitedpreschool.org). 
 

Linda Hangsleben, Preschool Board President 

 
Budget & Finance (B&F) Committee Annual Report 

 

Ministry Description: 
The Budget Committee is responsible for the preparation of the annual budget for approval by the 
Session and then presented to the congregation.  The Budget Committee provides continuing 
oversight of the church’s finances including but not limited to making sure purchase order procedures 
are followed, ensuring sufficient signing capability for all accounts, and working with the accountants 
on financial reports, procedures and setting up accounts.  
 

Ministry Impact:  
 

The Budget Committee: 
• Provided Session with reports of budget execution to support Session leadership of First 

United’s ministry.  
 

• The Budget Committee reviewed budget actual expenses and income on a regular basis, 
providing appropriate recommendations to Session.  
 

• Provided an easy to read and concise Investment Fund Reports to Session to support 
management decisions. 
 

• The Budget Committee implemented actions under the CARES Act to obtain approval for a 
CARES Act Small Business Administration (SBA) forgivable loan of $72,300.  The CAREs Act 
loan ensured First United could continue to pay our church staff through this shelter in place. 

 

• The Budget Committee recommended and incorporated budget actions for 2020 to address 
the current budget close-out. Balanced the FUPC 2020 Budget. 
 

• Drafted a balanced 2021 Budget; Session approved the FUPC balanced 2021 Budget.   
 

Submitted by Lorenzo Clayton 
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College and Young Adults 
 

2020 was a year of creativity. The College and Young Adult Committee was without an elder and 
unable to do much of what it had done in the past. During the pandemic, we were able to meet a 
view times via Zoom and organized two Zoom hangouts with college students. As we look toward 
2021, we are excited to have the leadership of an elder that will bring new energy and direction. 
 

Submitted by Pastor Alexandra Lysdahl 

 
Equipping Team 

 

The Equipping Team facilitates the process of matching individuals to meaningful places of service by 
exploring how God has uniquely gifted them. In 2020, the Equipping team did this by: 
 

• Ensuring ministry descriptions were maintained and updated as needed. 
• Leading a portion of a virtual FUPC 101 class for interested new members. 
• Creating a new online survey with Ministry Architects to help individuals discover meaningful 

places of service in a quick and efficient way. 
 

A special thank you to Nathan Dyer for his work with Ministry Architects and creating the new online 
discovery tool. 
 

Equipping Team: Roger Cox, Martha Dexheimer, and Kaitie Kautz 

 
Evangelism Committee 

 

In 2020 the Evangelism Committee was able to: 

• We increased our money spent on Google Ads online advertising. We did this knowing people 
are spending more time online and this is an effective way to get our church in front of folks’ 
eyes online.      

• Presented the “#myfaithin20” program to our congregation with examples of: Our faith in 20 
words, 20 pictures, or a 20 second video. This allowed our church members to share how their 
faith has had a major impact in their life and guided them along their faith journey.  

• With encouragement and assistance, we reached our goal of 20 people who participated in the 
Faith in 2020 program (15) and those who provided witness sharing of their faith (5). 

• Organized and implemented the "Chalk the Walk" Summer Program. We presented this 
program to our congregation including sample pictures. We designed samples of large chalk 
images with notes like "We Love Our Church, Join Us at firstunitedpres.org". Encouraging 
families to do their own version of 'Chalk the Walk", in their yards and neighborhood, created 
another way we reached out to others and encouraged them to visit our web site and attend 
our Sunday Zoom services. For those members who needed assistance we sent a team of 
volunteers to create and draw the chalk images on their sidewalks or driveways. 

• We created a yard sign program to reach out to the community in neighborhoods where our 
Church members live. In all we distributed 33 yard signs that said: "I (heart) My Church, 
Please Join Us Online (church web site)". Members with yard signs were encouraged to also 
post a picture of it on social media to increase community awareness. This was a very well 
received and successful program. 

http://firstunitedpres.org/
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• Wanting to further expand FUPC awareness, we created 100 magnetic 4"x12" car/bumper 
signs. that our members could display. These were handed out during one of our December 
Christmas Cruise-Thru Events. 

• To further advertise our Christmas Eve Church Service, we created and distributed new yard 
signs that invited the community to "Join Us For 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Service". This was 
another way to reach out to our local communities. 

• For another December Christmas Cruise-Thru, we created and distributed up to 250 uniquely 
designed Nativity Scene Christmas Cards inviting others to join us for our FUPC Christmas Eve 
Service. The idea was for church members to give these cards to family and friends who might 
like receiving a Christmas invitation to our Church. Thanks to those who created these custom-
made cut stock cards.  

• Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic most in-person church invitable events were cancelled. 
Therefore, we were unable to take advantage of our Community Ambassador Program. We 
hope we can utilize this special team as we begin to bring back invitable FUPC events in 
2021." 

 

Submitted by Ken Stange 

 
Hospitality Ministry 

 

Although the Hospitality Ministry committee has basically had the year off due to Covid, we have 
been active as individuals reaching out to our church family through cards and calls and texting.  We 
feel we are unable to offer a firm plan for the future as everything depends upon health 
recommendations at the time. We are ready to mobilize. Until then, our budget remains untouched.  
 

We invite you to bring a treat to ZOOM Sunday Services and stay online for a little while after the 
service visiting virtually. Stay well! 
 

Coffee Crew:  Kathy Elliot, Betty Fulton, Mary Isom, Norma Mason, Jo Ann and John Rushing, Betty 
Scherrer, Ann Smith, Jane Stafford, and Sue Perez. 
 

Hospitality Ministry:  Martha Tambala, Sue Perez, Peg Badgley, Mary Isom, Julia Weeks, Sammylane 
Wirth, and Shawn Lankford. 

 
Member Connections Annual Report 

 

Our Vision 

“Connecting members by providing every new and current member the information and opportunity to 
become actively engaged in our church, our vision, our worship, our activities and our programs; engaging 

and tracking first time visitors; ensuring our database reflects an accurate membership status.” 
 

• 2020 initiatives to integrate new members into the FUPC Christian community: 
• Welcome Desk and Greeters: 

• Met with Evangelism and Worship committees to streamline visitor reception during Sunday 
Worship.  
• Eliminated Welcome Desk and increased the number of Greeters. 
• Welcome Desk Ambassadors were invited to transition to Greeters.  
• Ushers will maintain and sign out the listening devices.  
o Recruiting, training, and scheduling of greeters is now the responsibility of Member 

Connections.  
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o Member Connections will continue to track and reach out to new visitors.   
• Instituted periodic how-goes-it check-ins with new member sponsors. 
• New “Adopting” initiative: 

• GFF (K through five) families will be adopted by members of our congregation who are 
feeling especially lonely or isolated and communicate through post card or letter 
exchanges. 

• The kickoff will be part of the January 2021 Needs Among Us event. 
• Initiated a plan to hand deliver a pastoral letter to every member who has been missing since 

zoom services began. 
• Reached out to all new members who joined during the pandemic by delivering them a bunt 

cake along with a caring letter from Member Connections. 
• Held the annual 50-Year Member Celebration on April 26. 
• Assigned sponsors to 13 new members. 
• Sent out the Six-Month Flyer in June and December. 
• Completed all assigned Vision 2020 milestones. 
• Personal Contacts – Reached out to missing or absent members with 67 “Missing You” cards, 20 

emails, and approximately 20 personal phone calls.  
• Visitors – Track and ensure follow-up for approximately 40 visitors per month. 

• 2020 New Members: 
 

 
 

 

Submitted by Elder John Mann 

 
Mission Committee 

 

The purpose of the Mission Committee at First Presbyterian Church is to glorify God by providing 
opportunities for members to support local, national, and international mission opportunities. 
 

This year our congregation: 
 

● Committed to serving 5 International Missions:  Rise Against Hunger, Hines Ugandan Ministry, 
Marion Medical Mission, Koballs in Peru, and Rehema Educational Fund. 
● Contributed to General Missions through PCUSA 
● Committed to supporting 7 local mission organizations within our community: Kindercottage, 
Beacon of Belleville, Catholic Urban Programs, Community Interfaith Food Pantry, Project 
Compassion, and the Violence Prevention Center. 
● In addition to financial contributions, we supported the Community Interfaith Food Pantry and 
nursing homes with 150 pounds of bananas. We delivered over 300 Give a Meal a Month Bags to the 
Catholic Urban Program food pantry. 
● Assisted 4 students with eye exams/glasses and 6 students with dental needs. 
 

● Supported the Summer Lunch Program—6th year of providing lunches to local children in Belleville 
at risk of hunger in the summer months. This year volunteers from the congregation made and 
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delivered 125-195 lunches each week for 10 weeks for a total of 1489 lunches delivered at 8-10 
delivery stops near our local schools.  
 

New initiative this year: 
 

Needs Among Us program was expanded to help support 50 families from Children’s Home 
and Aid in crisis. At least 400 individuals from our congregation responded to these needs. 
Including direct donations and goods/services donated, our congregation supported this effort 

with close to $75,000. 
 

Several planned projects were 
cancelled due to the global 
pandemic: Rise Against Hunger 
Event, Adult Mission Trip, and Adopt 
a Highway Pick Up. Several other 
events were modified to allow for 
increased safety of our congregation 
and volunteers. Some funds 
originally planned for these events 
were diverted into local mission 
organizations we traditionally 
support. They got a boost at the end 
of the year from our unspent funds. 

 

Submitted by Moderator Dwight Lied, Mandy Guinn, and Andy Morgan 

 
Music Report 

 

This year has been like no other! From January to mid-March things were functioning as normal. The 
Chancel Choir continued to flourish with the inclusion of 4 choral scholars and occasional guest 
singers. Once worship services moved online the music program essentially shut down. Mat Conway, 
Diana Umali, and I have supplied music for worship with occasional guest singers and 
instrumentalists. I have also created several collaborative music offerings using the Acapella App. All 
of our efforts have been well received and I feel confident that we're making a positive contribution 
to weekly worship. 
 

Andy Jensen, Director of Music 

 
Personnel Committee 

 

The Personnel Committee has the responsibility to help fulfill the duties of the Session to provide for 
the administration of the program of the church, including employment of nonordained staff, with 
concern for equal employment opportunity, fair employment practices, personnel policies, and the 
annual review of the adequacy of compensation for all staff, including all employees. –PCUSA Book of 
Order G-10.0102. 
 

Accomplishments in 2020: 
o Maintained financial commitment to our staff throughout the pandemic, providing full, 

uninterrupted pay to all employees as our church services, missions and activities 
migrated to primarily virtual events. 
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o Contacted staff members, (to include childcare workers) by phone/text several times 
during the pandemic to assess their well-being; all were assured of Personnel 
Committee support were they to have additional needs.   

o Distributed annual self-assessment forms for completion by all employees. 
o Conducted Zoom (virtual) annual reviews with each staff member. 
o Re-negotiated contract terms with our cleaning contractor to maintain basic cleaning 

services at the church during the pandemic at a greatly reduced schedule and cost. 
o Developed recommendations for Terms of Call changes for pastors for review by 

Session before submission to congregation. 
o Recommended salary adjustments for all staff members to present to Session. 
o Prepared annual budget submission for Session approval. 

 

Our church continues to be blessed with a staff that works diligently to provide outstanding support 
to the congregation and our surrounding communities. As we continue to navigate the many 
challenges posed by the pandemic there continues to be a distinct energy and caring spirit 
permeating through our congregation, and we remain excited about the future of First United and 
what God can do through all of us. 
 

Personnel Committee, Roger Cox and Amy Brummitt 

 
Stewardship Committee 

 

The Stewardship Committee faced a challenging year due to the loss of in-person worship in March of 
this year. It disrupted our ability to collect offering during our worship service and limited our options 
for our annual campaign. Through all of the challenges, God provided a way for us to continue to 
collect offering and hold a successful campaign. 
 

Review of 2020 activities: 
 

Faith, Hope, and Love themed Annual Campaign - Pastor Rob found a wonderful set of ready-
to-use themed campaign materials that we modified for use at First United. It provided a great cost 
and workload savings, while delivering a meaningful message during this stressful year. Despite 
drastically reduced in-person contact this year, the congregation consistently displayed generosity 
when the need arose. Thanks be to God for the blessings He has poured into First United.  
 

Stewardship Committee cost savings - The Stewardship Committee asks the members of First 
United to be good stewards of the blessings that God has provided. We are also subject to that 
request and have made several changes to the way we do things to be better stewards of the 
offerings given to the Church. As I mentioned before, we saved several hundred dollars this year by 
using the prepared annual campaign materials. We hope to repeat those savings again by using other 
prepared materials for the 2021 campaign. We also plan to save over $1200 dollars in 2021 by not 
ordering boxed offering envelopes.  
 

The 2020 Stewardship Committee:  Elder Shawn Lankford and ad-hoc members Kimberly Richey and 
Bob Wells. I would also like to personally thank the Staff for their continued hard work and dedication 
to ensure the success of the ministries at First United! We would not be able to do it without them! 
Thank you! 
 

Blessings, 
Shawn Lankford, Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Worship Committee 
 

Elders: Ed Langen and Kristen Link 
 

Worship Committee, like all of us, had an unusual and challenging year. Here’s how we carried on, 
despite all the obstacles caused by COVID: 

- started the year with a new Usher Coordinator, Marian Morris. Ushers started wearing lanyards 

with name tags and took over handing out assistive listening devices.  

- sent a member to the Calvin University Worship Symposium to gather new ideas and 

approaches to worship. 

- held a Zoom Worship Summit including members of the congregation to discuss ways to make 

worship more effective for congregants at home. 

- collected the four special offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace and Global 

Witness, Christmas Joy) that benefited greatly from a generous congregation. 

- remained committed to having enhanced decorative elements for holiday services, including 

palms for Palm Sunday, lilies for Easter, and additional outdoor decorations for Advent and 

Christmas. 

- designed new paraments with a contemporary style, which will be used upon reopening.  

- Coordinated with Trustees on repairs and improvements to Chapel and Vista Room. 
 

Submitted by Kristin Link 

 
Audio/Video Ministry 

 

The goal of Audio/Video Ministry is to enhance the worship of God through the use of up-to-date 
technology. The team was established in 2003.  
 

The following actions have been put on hold due to the pandemic shutdown: 
 

• Audio/Video support was provided to the 10:30am Sunday Worship Service weekly and could 
be provided to the 8:00am Sunday Worship Service and Wednesday Night services. 

 

• A/V support was available for church events such as Sunday school, music programs, 
weddings, funerals, caring programs, and Youth Ministry.  

 

• Audio and video capabilities were available in the Sanctuary, Chapel, Cornell Commons, 
Children’s Chapel, the Youth rooms, Eversull Hall and the Library. 
 

• Audio and video feeds were available from the sanctuary to Cornell Commons and Children’s 
Chapel. Audio feeds were available to the Crib and Toddler Rooms. 

 

• Pre-service graphic announcements, viewed in the Sanctuary and Cornell Commons, were 
created to inform the congregation of upcoming events and needs of the church. 

 

For ZOOM Worship: 
 

• A Zoom Worship Tech Support Team was put together to assist in the presentation of our 
Zoom worship services. 

 

• An audio/video technical plan (TECH PLAN) is created for each Zoom worship service. 
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The plan is developed from the pastor’s worship plan, the slides to be projected and the music 
to be presented. 
The purpose of the TECH PLAN is to coordinate the actions of the Host, Co-hosts and other 
participants of the service so they know who is doing what when. 
 

Audio recordings and text versions of sermons are created, edited and made available on the church 
website. 
 

   
Audio Equipment    Video and Lighting Equipment 

 

Thank you to the Audio/Video Ministry Team and the Zoom Worship Tech Support Team volunteers 
who have given their talents and time to this ministry.  
 

With God’s help we will continue to find new media ways to bring the timeless message of the Gospel 
to our church. 
 

 

Loren Elliott, Director of Audio/Video Ministries 

 
Youth Ministries Committee 

 

The youth ministry of First United Presbyterian Church equips and empowers its youth and families to 
grow their faith and love of the Lord and live as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Ministry might have looked a bit different for most of 2020, but Youth Ministries adjusted and kept 
finding ways to share the love go God with young people and their families. Some of those ways 
included: 
 

• KIX (grades 6-8) and TIM (grades 9-12) switched to meeting weekly online, via Zoom when 
shelter in place began. 

 

• Deliveries of activity kits and 
Christmas break care packages 
were made, allowing students, 
families, and leaders to have 
opportunities for safe, face to 
face connections. 

 

• Confirmation provided an 
opportunity for students and 
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families to explore and express what they believe, leading to one student being baptized on 
Confirmation Sunday. 
 

• 50 students, parents, 
grandparents, and volunteers 
gathered to start the school 
year with a virtual trivia night. 

 

• KIX (grades 6-8) and TIM 
(grades 9-12) were able to 
safely gather in person for an 
evening of games and 
fellowship. 

 

• Meeting virtually allowed 
students who do not live locally 

to still engage in the ministry. 
 

A big thank you to the Youth Ministries Committee (Kevin Meder and Leah Lankford), the volunteers 
(Linsay Auerbach, Brenda and Joe Fedak, Mandy and John Guinn, Andy Link, Norma Mason, Brandon 
Michalke, Sue Perez, and Susy Rybicki), and staff (Mat Conway and Pastor Rob) for all your flexibility, 
creativity, and leadership in 2020! 
 

Submitted by Kaitie Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries 

 
BOARD OF DEACONS  
 

It was my privilege to be moderator of the Deacons under the direction of Rev. Lysdahl in 2020, an 
exceptionally hard year for all. For the Deacons, the pandemic has transformed our work from the joy 
of in-person contact and service to remote caregiving. For the Deacons, this has been a situation that 
has been particularly difficult because in-person contact greatly enriches our mission representing our 
church.  However, adjustments were made to attempt to carry on our mission the best we could. 
 

Below is a summary of the Deacons’ work in 2020: 
 

➢ The Deacons continue to meet until the COVID-19 pandemic, then converted to Zoom in an 
effort to provide greater continuity of care to our congregation.  

➢ Banana Ministry:  Led by Joyce Lied and Betty Scherrer, it has been put on hold due to 
financial concerns and the pandemic. We hope to reinstate the Banana Ministry sometime in 
2021. 

➢ Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Led by Betty McRoberts. Betty is very grateful that the knitters have 
been so active during the pandemic, continuing to make this ministry possible. Shawls were 
given to Hospital Chaplains to be distributed as needed. The Deacons continue to support the 
Shawl Ministry by gifting to those who are in need of the power of faith in Christ. 
Approximately 200 shawls have been gifted this year. 

➢ Home-Served Communion:  The Deacons had to suspend these services due to the pandemic. 
➢ Ad Hoc members:  We continue to recruit former Deacons for Ad Hoc members in order to 

broaden our mission. 
➢ Pastoral Care:  The Deacons continue to work with the Needs Among Us ministry. 
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➢ Red Hearts Ministry:  The Deacons continue to recruit members of FUPC to partner with and 
stay in regular contact with those who are shut-in and are in need. 

➢ Funeral Meals Ministry:  The Deacons are supporting this mission formerly provided by 
Presbyterian Women. 
 

Transportation Ministry:  The Transportation Ministry at First United is made up of two separate but 
related entities: The Bus Ministry and The Car Ministry. The purpose of each is to arrange for and 
provide transportation to those members who are unable to drive. 
 

➢ Bus Ministry: For the safety of others, the Deacons had to suspend these services due to the 
pandemic.  Dennis Hubbard, Bus Ministry coordinator 
 

➢ Car Ministry: For the safety of others, the Deacons had to suspend these services due to the 
pandemic. Pre-pandemic, The Deacons provided 15 trips totaling 275 miles providing 24.5 
hours of service.  Brenda Doll, Car Ministry Coordinator 

 

➢ Deacons’ statistics for 2020: 
Average Deacon Attendance in 2020 per meeting: 17 
Annual calls made: 1464 
Annual visits: 144 (pre-Covid) 
Annual cards sent: 2163 
Emails sent: 255 
Total contacts for 2020:  4026 annual contacts provided to our congregation members by the 
Deacons (This number represents a 54% increase in contacts over last year). 
 

Respectfully, David Misselhorn, Moderator / Marsha Head, Co-Moderator 
 

2020 Board of Deacons: 
Rev. Alex Lysdahl 
Jane Alberter, Bill Beebe, Amy Brummitt, Jane Bynum, KC Clayton, Gigi Cox, Brenda Doll,  
Janice Dorris,  Meg Friedewald, Marsha Head,  
Dee Palmer, Mary Jo  Mordhorst, Betty Scherrer, JoAnn and John Rushing, Sue Perez, Karen 
and Chuck Thurig, David Misselhorn. 
Ad Hoc: Joyce Lied, Betty McRoberts, Ellen Hall, Dennis and Kim Hubbard, Bob Samples 

 
Parish Nurse Annual Report 

 

Below is a list of various duties that the Parish Nurse is involved in.  
 

• Visit members in the hospital 
• Visit members in the nursing homes and assisted living facilities 
• Go with members to Doctor visits 
• Help members as a medical advocate 

• Help with the Safety Team 
• Help deliver bananas to nursing homes 
• Help with the Summer Sack Lunch Program 
• Attend Parish Nurse monthly meetings and workshops 
• Work with community nursing 

• Work with Stephen Ministry 
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Due to the Covid-19 virus regulations most of these duties were not done in 2020. My goal is to help 
those in need to be healthy and well in body, mind and spirit. 
 

Submitted by Joyce Lied, Parish Nurse/Faith Community Nurse 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

The Trustees participate in activities to ensure the ongoing maintenance and improvement of the 
church facilities. We are organized into three 
committees that have been involved with the 
following activities (and more) throughout the 
year: 
 

Outside  
Roof  

Parking Lot Restripe and Concrete Work 

Mowing, Snow Removal, & Landscaping 

Heating and Cooling 

Sump Pump 

 

Inside 
Chapel Ceiling Repair 

Vista Room Improvements 

Hallway Carpeting 

Lighting 

Plumbing, Heating and Cooling 

Doors and Security Systems  

Elevator Safety Checks 

 

Administrative 
Sign off bills and work orders 

Legal  

Insurance 

Office equipment/technology 

Volunteers! 
We want to thank all the volunteers who provide invaluable 
contributions by lending their skills and talents on Trustee 
projects. This minimizes the need to seek paid outside help and ensures that we make the 
most of our funds. 
 

Submitted by Jim Sheldon 
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INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
 

The Investment Trustees Committee continues to monitor the investment of funds held with New 
Covenant Funds. 
 

Information included here is for December 31, 2019 through September 30, 2020. As of 
September 30, 2020, the value of investments has increased by roughly $81,679. 
 

Volatility was the story for our accounts in 2020. The accounts started with early losses, but 
recovered in subsequent quarters. With a new administration in Washington and the lingering 
impact of COVID on the economy and job market, there are mixed expectations for 2021. Some 
experts see a robust outlook, provided we are able to gain control over the pandemic and start to 
return to more normal economic activities. Other experts feel there is room for companies grow in 
a recovering economy. 
 

A balanced investment portfolio strategy, as used in the past, will continue to help us grow assets 
for the long-term while to economy recovers. New Covenant Funds uses socially responsible 
investments, which tend to help stabilize account values. 
 

Investment activity for the nine months ended September 30, 2020 is as follows: 
 

Market Value - 12/31/19       $1,476,187.48 
Contributions           $   240,850.00 
Disbursements        ($     9,073.15) 
Earned Income        $     19,878.49 
Unrealized Gain/Loss       $     81,679.39 

Market Value - 9/30/20       $ 1,809,522.21 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Winland, Investment Trustee 

 
Faith in Fiction 

 

This group did not meet in 2020. 5 books were suggested for reading. Faith in Fiction has five 
active members that get together each month on the fourth Tuesday at 9:00 am. There are also 
people in the congregation who follow our list and read the recommended books. 
 

Submitted by Susy Rybicki 

 
Family Stories Life Group 

 

“One day you will tell the story of how you overcame what you went through, and it will be 

someone else’s survival guide” (author 

unknown). 

This one sentence is so appropriate for the year 

2020. Writing and sharing our personal family 

stories about how we handled life during the 

corona virus pandemic may very well help future 

generations survive.  

Our group had just two face-to-face gatherings 
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this year on January 20 and February 17 

The meeting place was The Abbey on Main St. in Belleville. Through the sharing of experiences 

and memories, life group members encouraged each other’s life/faith journeys and writing about 

them for future generations. As the pandemic wore on, group members drew on God’s grace as 

well as their own and others’ experiences and stories for strength and encouragement to face 

challenges wrought by Covid-19. 

When we have been vaccinated and can safely meet again, we encourage others to join us at  

9:00 A.M. on the 3rd Monday of the month. Bring your own stories of how your church, your faith, 

your actions, and the grace of God have helped you to “overcome what you went through”.   

Submitted by Janet Jensen 

 
Hannah Circle 

 

Hannah Circle’s purpose is to nurture women’s faith through prayer, Bible study and fellowship. 
  

• We meet the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 

11:30 a.m. This year because of Covid-19 we 

didn’t meet the first half of the year, but we kept 

in contact with each other via emails.   

• Beginning in September we began meeting via 

Zoom and studying “Love Carved in Stone”.   

• We have 16 active members and as a mission 

project this year we donated 14 handmade 

quilts, 8 Walmart gift cards and a variety of 

games, puzzles, and model airplanes to the 

children in Kimmerer Village.  

Any woman of the church interested in studying the Bible and enjoying the fellowship 
of these women should call Carol Purviance, leader, at 618-250-5688. 
 

Submitted by Carol Purviance. 

 
Helmsmen Mariners 

 

The Helmsmen Mariners is a life group for couples and singles to socialize in a Christian 
environment. Activities include speakers, outings, mission projects, potluck dinners, church 
projects, and entertaining programs.  
 

• Every Friday – Members gather at different local restaurants for dinner.  
• Mar, Apr, Sept, Oct, Nov – Monthly business meetings, potluck dinners, and entertainment 

programs (6:00-8:30). 
• May, Jun, Jul – Summer outings to Looking Glass Dinner Theater, Grizzly baseball game, 

the St. Louis Science Center and others.   
• May – Supported the annual Woodcarvers Dinner  
• Aug - Helmsmen annual church picnic. 
• Nov – Supported the annual Woodcarvers Show at the Belleville Fair Grounds 



 

- 19 - 

• Dec – Helmsmen annual Christmas Party 
• Served as Sunday Hospitality Hosts twice 

 

Unfortunately, the Helmsmen have been unable to meet since March 2020 due to the COVID 
pandemic. Due to COVID and the loss of 
nine members over the past two years, 
it is unclear whether we will be able to 
reconstitute as a life group even after 
the pandemic ends.  
 

Photos are the Annual Christmas Party 
and visit to Shaw Gardens from 2019. 
 

Helmsmen Officers are John & Dee Mann, Chuck & Karen Thurig, Dwight & Joyce Lied, and Sam & 
Amy Brummitt.  

 
Lamplighters Circle 

 

The Lamplighters circle helps to develop the spiritual lives of its members through fellowship and 
Bible study. 
 

Accomplishments in 2020: 
 

o Lamplighters studied first three chapters of 2019-2020 Horizons Bible study, Love 
Carved in Stone, A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, until the pandemic closed 
the church to in-person gatherings.   

o With assistance of Christian Ed, Lamplighters resumed meeting over Zoom in the fall 
with 2020-2021 Horizons Bible Study, Into the Light, Finding Hope Through Prayers 
of Lament,     

▪ Lamplighters circle has chosen to resume the Bible study of the Ten 
Commandments in January of 2021, rather than continue the study of prayers 
of lament at this time, given the ongoing pandemic.   

o Lamplighters circle was privileged to share their blessings at Christmas. Funds 
provided to the Children’s Home and Aid families adopted by FUPC purchased one 
pair of boots for a child and an annual pass to the St. Louis Zoo for one family. In 
addition, funds were sent to Marion Medical Mission to help purchase one well for a 
community in need.    
 

Our circle continues to support each other through this pandemic with monthly Zoom meetings 
and making phone calls and sending cards to one another. While 2020 was a difficult year for each 
of us in one way or the other, we look forward to 2021 and where God is leading us in the future.  
 

Lamplighters Circle Leader, Amy Brummitt 

 
Lydia Circle  

 

Lydia Circle remains a strong and viable fellowship of women at FUPC.  Our March meeting was 
called off, when it was apparent that something called “Corona Virus” was running rampant in this 
country, but thanks to technology and Stephanie Foltz, our group began meeting monthly again in 
June, via ZOOM and by telephone connection. Lydia has a regular membership of 22 women, and 
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an additional 7 “Outreach Members”. 
 

The decision was made to begin the new 2020-2021 Horizons Bible Study in September. The title:  
“Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament” by Lynn Miller. Though the study was 
written prior to the situation in which we now find ourselves, it is proving to be thought-provoking 
and somewhat providential. 
 

In December Lydia Circle sponsored the annual “Cap and Mitten” project, for the children at 
KinderCottage in East St. Louis. The congregation at FUPC was most generous in its support and 
the project was a big success. Many thanks for the leadership of Norma Mason and Susy Rybicki. 
 

With the sudden passing of our Circle Leader, Donna Nicholas, in January of last year, Lydia has 
not had official leadership, but has relied on volunteers. Linda Hangsleben will be taking that 
position, beginning in February. We continue to support each other with loving care, prayers, and 
friendship, and welcome new members, always. 
 

Faithfully, Shirley Samples, Acting Chair 

 
MaryMarthas 

 

The MaryMarthas Life Group has been meeting on a monthly basis. We are a faith-based group of 
women who are able to talk and enjoy time together. We not only support one another, but we 
also provide support to our families when needed. We volunteer to host coffee hour on occasion 
throughout the year. If the need arises, we will provide a meal or baked goods for a variety of 
different occasions. We are blessed to have one another for emotional, physical, and faith-filled 
support. 
 

Submitted by Leah Lankford 

 
Merry Mates 

 

Merry Mates is a life group with our primary purpose to provide an opportunity for men and 
women to participate together in Christian fellowship and in the life of the church. 
 

Like many, our normal routine was altered in March by COVID-19. 
 

• Meetings are held the second Friday of each month via Zoom until the building reopens for 

meetings 

• We gather online at 7:00 with a devotion, sharing joys and concerns, a business meeting 

and program 

• Our only fund raiser was the plant sale; the annual Cookie Walk had to be cancelled, 

however, we provided cookies for the Advent Drive Thru in December 

• In May we helped celebrate Bob and Marti Gibson’s 50th anniversary with a motorcade drive 

by at John & Kathy Harryman’s 

• $2,000 was contributed to the church for congregational Needs Among Us 

• We were unable to place flowers in the Sanctuary in memory of deceased Merry Mates 
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The officers for 2020 were President Carol Purviance, Co-Vice Presidents Marvin and Claudia 
Brinkley, Co-Secretaries Jean and Andy Morgan, Treasurer Carol Ripley, Co-Chaplains Dale and 
Erma Jean Vandiver. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Merry Mates extends a warm welcome to anyone who is interested in joining us for 
food, fun and fellowship. 
 
Submitted by Jean and Andy Morgan, Co-Secretaries 

 
Potlucks with a Purpose 

 

For the Potlucks with a Purpose group, this was the year that wasn’t! 
The primary purpose of this women’s life group is to gather with potluck dishes for food, 
fellowship, and philanthropy; and we were not really able to do that. Perhaps in 2021, we can find 
a way to have a virtual meeting and continue some of those traditions. For now, here is the 
report: 
 

• We had one meeting this year, on January 26, 2020, at 6:30 pm, in Eversull Hall. Normally, 
we meet quarterly. 
1. We enjoyed an evening of food and fellowship. 
2. Our presenter was Kimberly Richey, of the Marion Medical Mission. She was engaging 

and informative. 
3. We agreed unanimously to donate all money collected from and for that meeting to the 

Marion Medical Mission to purchase one well; we did so! 
• The group hosted the Sunday Coffee Hour on February 16, 2020, with a Valentine’s Day 

theme. Members provided decorations, food, sweets, and assistance to make the coffee 
hour festive and fun for the congregation. 

 

Faithfully Submitted, 
Sheila Misselhorn 
Leader of Potlucks with a Purpose group 
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Prayer Group - End of Year Report 
 

The First United Presbyterian Prayer Group prays for those requesting confidential prayer. We 
believe that prayer is powerful – and brings us closer to God and to one another. We ask prayer 
group members to stop and pray as soon as they receive the request and then to continue to pray 
as long as requested.   
The year 2020 has been a year filled with challenges: physical, mental and emotional.  The 
pandemic has caused much stress and led to isolation for many. We in the prayer group hope that 
we have helped reduce some of the stress by being a link in the chain of communication, and by 
praying for those in need. 
 

• In 2020, the Prayer Group received 317 prayer requests and thank you/updates.   
• We currently have 41 members praying for those in need.   

We thank all of those sending prayer requests and also the faithful and faith-filled members of our 
prayer group. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Beth Sheldon 

 
Quilters 

 

During 2020, the First United Presbyterian Church (FUPC) Quilters 
have made the Annual Raffle Quilt for Christian Education, 7 quilts 
were made for confirmands, 3 quilts were made for baptisms, 9 
quilts for KIF1A organization and 1 Wedding Quilt for Kaitie Kautz. A 
wedding quilt is also being worked on for Diana Umali. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to hold any of our Quilt Camps or 
Quilt Retreat. The quilters were able to complete and send 18 of the 
37 quilts to the Shelter in January via Joyce Lied. The remaining 19 
quilts were given to Joyce in late Spring/early Summer to deliver. 
More quilts are being worked on as of this report.  
Four Quilts of Valor/Honor were made and given to the Veterans’ Life Group to award on Veteran's 
Day. We will continue making quilts for our veterans as needed.  
 

The FUPC Quilters receive no funds from the church to produce quilts made and given to the 
church. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Diane Richardson 

 
Sand Dollars  

 

The Sand Dollars of First United Presbyterian Church were formed 38 years ago and met the first 
Friday in January-March in Eversull Hall for an evening of food and fellowship and then met 
virtually via Zoom in May, October, November, and December.  In September, the group met at 
Pleasant Ridge Park for a socially distanced fall get-together. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, Sand 
Dollars were unable to sponsor an Easter Breakfast for Church families this spring or assist in other 
activities normally organized by the group, but group members were able to continue to serve as 
Elders, Trustees and Deacons. Sand Dollars were also able to contribute financially as follows: 

• $400 to the Needs Among Us 
• $100 to Memorials for the parents of Sand Dollar members who passed away this year and 
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• $1,475 to purchase items for a family sponsored by the group at Christmas (group 
members also contributed several hundred dollars of goods directly in this effort) 

 

The Sand Dollar officers elected for 2021 are (all of whom served in the same capacity for 2020): 
 
 Co-Skippers:  Brenda and Joe Fedak 

Jan and Dennis Nevois 
 Pursers:  Bob and Nancy Lonsdale 
 Log Keepers:  Jeff and Kay Schanuel 
  

Sand Dollars will continue to meet virtually once a month (watch for the announced date/time in 
the calendar as it does vary from our normal date/time) and hope by September 2021 to meet 
again in-person at the church.  Sand Dollars also continue to pray all stay safe! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Joe and Brenda Fedak, 2020 Co-Skippers 
Dennis and Jan Nevois, 2020 Co-Skippers 

 
Veterans’ Group 

 

We are on a MISSION . . . to support our members, veterans, and active-duty families, 
as well as support church activities that expand our community outreach. 
 

2020 Impact Activities: 
 

Continued to support active-duty families, while a service member is deployed, with periodic once-
a-week meals to assist the remaining family members. 
 

Volunteered for Church-focused Community Outreach Programs. (Many veteran members did this 
throughout this year) 
 

Attended a United States Naturalization Ceremony where 30 individuals from 20 countries were 
sworn in as NEW US Citizens. It was amazing to hear each person’s "story" and how grateful they 
were to come to America and now be US Citizens. 
 

Partnered with the Helmsmen and purchased a new clothes dryer for the Violence Prevention 
Center, a shelter for abused women and children. (thanks to Joyce Lied for your hard work to help 
make this happen) 
 

Donated to the National "Quilts of Valor" local 
Chapter to assist them with quilting material costs. 
 

Celebrated our Annual Veterans Day event 
acknowledging the contributions of Korean War 
church members who served and their families. 
 

Awarded 4 more "Quilts of Honor" to our Church 
members bringing our total awarded quilts to 75 
since 2017. 
 

For our Annual Veteran Christmas Offering we made 
a major donation to the Gary Sinise Foundation. This Foundation supports thousands including 



 

- 24 - 

wounded hero's, active-duty service members and their families, veterans from all services, and all 
first responders and their families. Gary would most likely be known for his Lt. Dan role in the 
movie Forrest Gump and his traveling around the world for Veterans in his Lt. Dan Band. He 
started his foundation in 2011, has raised over $194,000,000 and accepts NO reimbursement for 
his personal appearances or for his band. His Foundation is the Top-rated active duty, veteran, 
and first responder charity organization. To learn more, go to:  garysinisefoundation.org. 
 

Shawn and I wish to thank ALL Veterans Group members for your hard work and support 
throughout the year as well as ALL Church members who continue to support our MISSION.  
 

Blessings to ALL,  
Ken Stange & Shawn Lankford 

 
Stephen Ministry 

 

Stephen Ministers are lay Christian men and women who receive 50 hours of specialized training 
which qualifies them to provide one-on-one Christian care to people experiencing a difficult time in 
life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to 
military deployment. The Stephen Ministry program has been a part of First United's ministry since 
1987.  
 

• The number of active Stephen Ministers decreased from seven to five in 2020.  
• The number of Stephen Leaders remains at one.   
• There were approximately five care receivers who benefited from Stephen Minister care in 

2020. 
 

Submitted by John Mann 

 
2020 STATISTICS 
 

Active Membership as of 12/31/19:          478 
 

Gains: 
Confirmation…………………………………………….7 

New Members………………………………………..11 

Restored……………………………………….…………0 

Total Gains………………………………………….…18 
  
Losses: 
Deaths…………………………………………………..13 

Transfers…………………………………………………4 (Matt Stehnach, Julie Dodge, Beth & Jeff Lind) 

Removed…………………………………………………0 

Total Losses……………………………………….….17 
 

Active Membership as of 12/31/20           479 
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