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Pastors’ Note 
 

This church had a busy year! In 2019 we continued to work on our 
Vision 2020 goals and living out our mission statement of glorifying 
God through meaningful worship, active discipleship, faithful 
service, and nurturing fellowship. We are thankful and grateful to 
continue to serve as your pastors and we are excited for what God 
will do through this church in 2020!  
 
This year, the annual report is formatted a bit differently. We hope 
that the new format will help you take in all of the wonderful 
things happening at FUPC and the impact our church is having in 
the lives of congregation members, our community, and the world. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex 
 
 
 

 
SESSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Christian Education Committee 
 
In 2019, the Christian Education Committee ensured that 
all adult, youth, and children Christian Education 
programs and activities were thriving and were available 
to all FUPC members.  

 On Sunday mornings, through Children’s Chapel, the 
Preschool class, and FaithQuest, children grew in their 
knowledge of God’s stories found in the Bible, 
explored what it means to be disciples of Jesus, and 
had faith-filled wonderings and conversation.  
 

 The reading of God’s word was encouraged through 
presentations of study Bibles to confirmands and 5th 
grade PYCers moving up to KIX. Study Bibles were also 
ordered for adults. New to FUPC K-5 students and eight 
kindergartners received their own The Children’s 
Illustrated Bible. Kindergartners and their families 
attended a 2-week class, learning how to use their Bibles.  

 

 For adult discipleship, both Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex led evening Bible studies. On 
Wednesday mornings, men gathered for Bible study. On Sunday mornings the Thoughtful 
Christian Gathering offered 22 different studies; Adulting offered series on cults, the tech-wise 
family, faith questions, mixed in with conversations, and a monthly yoga class. Chair Yoga was 
begun on the 3rd Sunday of the month for those with limited mobility.   
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 For Bible reading, reflection, and prayer at home, 
devotionals were made available (These Days and the 
Presbyterians Today Lenten and Advent devotionals). 

 

 A chance to talk about racism occurred through a book 
study in June. (So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijeoma 
Oluo). 

 

 A pilot program, “This is My Story,” offered mothers and 
grandmothers a chance to share their faith with their children and 
grandchildren.  

 

 Wow! Wednesday evenings at FUPC are faith-filled and fun for 
children: GLC (under 3), GFF (4 year-2nd grade), and PYC (grades 3-
5). GFF and PYC had opportunities to lead worship through singing; 
and PYC led worship multiple times through reading scripture, 
illustrating scripture through paintings, and praying. PYC’s Mystery 
Day and the fall lock-in provided extra time for fellowship and more 
in-depth faith conversations.  

 

 Through childcare on Sunday mornings, infants and toddlers were provided with loving, safe, 
and accommodating environments. A new staff member was hired, Egin Wallis, to work with 
Kyla Ryley and the childcare volunteers who were all trained and background-checked.  

 

 To help students along their educational journeys, scholarships were awarded to four 
undergraduates and one graduate student.  

 

 Funds for the Professional Church Vocations Fund (overseen by CE) were raised by raffling a 
beautiful quilt made by FUPC quilters.  

 

 CE offered support to the Preschool, its Board, and the staff. See the Preschool report below.  
 
Submitted by Stephanie Foltz, Director of Christian Education, with CE Committee members Jackie 
Bainter (elder), Carrie Bair (chair), Joy Baltz (elder), Connie Darnell, Pam Halel, Nancy Kreeb, and 
Emily Wilson 

 
Presbyterian Community Preschool  

 
Presbyterian Community Preschool is designed to provide a safe, supportive, 
stimulating environment, using basic Christian concepts to meet the needs of young 
children and their families. Early childhood education helps students develop their 
emotional, social and physical foundation which will continue to develop throughout 
the years preparing them to grow into successful adults.   

 
Some highlights of our 2019 Preschool program included: 

1. Phyllis Schuetz, the 4-year-old classroom teacher, decided to retire after working for five 
years in our program. The Board, parents, and students wished her well on her retirement. 

2. The Board hired a new teacher for the 4-year-old classroom, Antoinette Martinez. She 
enriches our program, and it is very obvious she is a great asset to our school. Students, 
parents, and all involved in the program are enjoying the enthusiastic ways she stimulates 
her students’ interest in learning and play.  
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3. Field Trips: Throughout the school year, our students ventured out 
of the classroom environment and participated in several 
educational field trips. 

4. Scholarships: Through the generosity of the church and community, 
and through the use of scholarship funds, the Preschool Board was 
able to help families keep their children in school.  

5. Fundraisers: The Board held several fundraisers during the school 
year to help with expenses for the Preschool. These activities 
included fundraisers at Panera Bread and Dairy Queen, plus the 
Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction in the Gym. Thank you for all your support! 

 
Please mark your calendar to support the 
Preschool Program by donations or by attending: 
 

    - Monday, April 6, Dairy Queen (Lebanon  
           Ave, Belleville), 5:00-8:00 pm 
    - Friday, March 20, Spaghetti Dinner and Silent 
          Auction (FUPC), 6:00-7:30 pm 
 
In God I Trust,   
Linda Hangsleben, Preschool Board President 
 

 
Budget & Finance (B&F) Committee Annual Report 

 
 

Ministry Description: 
The Budget Committee is responsible for the preparation of the annual budget for approval by the 
Session and then presented to the congregation. The Budget Committee provides continuing 
oversight of the church’s finances including but not limited to making sure purchase order 
procedures are followed, ensuring sufficient signing capability for all accounts, and working with 
the accountants on financial reports, procedures and setting up accounts.  
 
Ministry Impact:  
The Budget Committee 

 Provided session with reports to support leadership’s assessment of our execution of First 

United’s budget. The Budget Committee reviewed budget actual expenses and income on a 

regular basis to recommend appropriate action to Session.   

 Provided an easy to read and concise Investment Fund Reports to Session to support 

management decisions. 

 Balanced the FUPC 2019 Budget. The Budget Committee recommended and incorporated 

budget cuts for 2019 to address the current budget close-out. 

 Drafted a balanced 2020 Budget; Session approved the FUPC balanced 2020 Budget. 
 

Submitted by Lorenzo Clayton 
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College and Young Adults 
 

This past year, the College Young Adult Committee worked to connect with college students and 
young adults through faith, fellowship, and service. This is a large opportunity for growth at FUPC, 
and we made progress this year. During the last part of 2019 the committee was without an elder, 
and care packages and College Coffee and Chat were maintained by committee members through 
the end of the year. 
 
*we hosted College Coffee and Chat at The Abbey during the Sunday school hour during school 
breaks and through the summer which helped to connect our college students with each other and 
committee members 
*care packages were mailed to over 20 college students twice a semester with snacks and 
encouragement from congregation members and the committee 
*through events like the College Aged Bonfire, Lake Day, Pizza and Game night, Young Adult 
Trivia Night, and serving at the food pantry, we were able to continue to build relationships  
 

Submitted by Pastor Alexandra Lysdahl 

 
Equipping Team 

 

The Equipping Team continues to facilitate the process of matching individuals to church and 
community in leadership and volunteer roles. In addition, the team reevaluates surveys and 
resources to encourage church members to learn how God has uniquely gifted them and for ways 
church members can become connected. 
 

 To update, maintain and encourage use of ministry descriptions for each ministry 
position in the church. 
 

 To narrow options for people, organize ministries based on fewer restructured survey 
questions. 
 

 FUPC 101 Classes:  Present the basics of the Equipping proves, introduce surveys, and 
offer Q & A time. 
 

 To have Toolbox elements available for distribution to new officers when they are 
installed and/or ordained in January. 
 

 To continue to develop and encourage the use of the Resource Toolbox. 
 

Special thanks to Equipping Team member, Roger Cox, for 1) creating a spreadsheet for gifts and 
ministries; 2) for doing an online search for a more comprehensive data base software. 
 

Equipping Team:  Kaitie Kautz, Roger Cox, Martha Dexheimer 

 
Evangelism Committee 

 

Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ is the focus of the Evangelism Committee.  We do this by 
assisting in creating events and opportunities for the good news to be shared and through 
encouraging our members to share their faith with others.  
In 2019 the Evangelism Committee was able to: 
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 Organize an opportunity for the congregation to purchase shirts and sweatshirts featuring 

the adjectives of our mission statement. 

 Created opportunities for members to share their love of God and FUPC through directed 

social media posts related to the Easter celebration. 

 Planned the Cool Cars & Food Truck event including volunteer recruitment and a training 

luncheon. 

 Encouraged church teams, committees and groups to plan invitable events to bring new 

people to the church or in contact with church members. 

 Continued to develop the Community Ambassador 

program including the use of Ambassadors at several 

invitable events. 

 Organized Ugly Sweater Sunday as an invitable 

event.   

 Revamped our budget for 2019 and for 2020. 

 Planned a yoga invitable event for January 2020. 

 Arranged for regular witnesses of faith in worship 

 There was a marked increase in the encouragement 

of faith sharing from the pulpit. 

Submitted by Keely Giles 

 
Hospitality Ministry 

 

The Coffee Crew includes Betty Fulton, Mary Isom, Norma Mason, Jo Ann and John Rushing, Betty 
Scherrer, Ann Smith, Jane Stafford, Kathy Elliot and Shawn Lankford. 
 

All members of the team had several responsibilities. Martha recruited weekly hosts, monitored 
expenditures, and attended Session meetings. 
 

Sue submitted articles to the weekly Sunday bulletin and the monthly Steeple, prepared the 
monthly Session reports and the Annual Report. She ordered the coffee and monitored its usage. 
She scheduled the coffee crew who prepared the coffee pots and lemonade on Fridays for Sunday 
use. A trustee plugged the coffee and tea pots in early Sunday morning. 
 

Julia worked with the office staff to take inventory and order supplies for Coffee Hour. She 
provided decorations for the refreshment table when our ministry hosted. 
 

Sammylane emailed a reminder to the host group for the upcoming Sunday and placed a 
customized Thank You sign on the refreshment table. 
 

Peg and Mary were ever present on our Sundays to host (11 total) to provide a most pleasant 
experience for us all. 
 

22 ministries and groups of friends hosted Coffee Hour anywhere from 1-3 times. Although as we 
are all aware, many of us are in multiple groups and therefore hosted numerous times. In addition 
to Sunday morning Coffee Hours, we also hosted special events such as one baptism and three 
recognition of new members. Cakes were provided by our ministry. We also provided refreshments 
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for our Wedding Vow Renewal celebration and cakes for Pastor Alex' installation, recognition of our 
50-year members, and Church Man of the Year 
 

Our budget for 2019 was $2750 and the balance was $393.88. Our budget for 2020 is $1950. 
 

We were gifted two 45 cup coffee pots by member Diane Richardson. 
 

The Hospitality Ministry is committed to providing a spiritually nourishing atmosphere for our 
church family. It is a time of fellowship and friendship; a time to nurture our Christian lives. We 
aspire to accomplish this through encouraging participation from all members of this church. 
Serving one another through the simple act of hosting Sunday Coffee Hour allows each of us the 
humbling experience of contributing our time and talents, intentionally greeting and welcoming 
one another and our guests, and providing an intergenerational space in which to engage with all 
ages. 
 

We are most grateful to the many individuals who helped us accomplish our mission this past year, 
from the pastors and office personnel to all the church groups who shared their generosity. In 
2020 we would like to make some earth friendly adjustments and would appreciate any and all 
suggestions for making Coffee Hour greener and better overall. 
 

Submitted by Elder Martha Tambala and Sue Perez 
Auxiliary Team includes: Peg Badgley, Mary Isom, Julia Weeks, and Sammylane Wirth 

 
Member Connections Annual Report 

 

Member Connections 2019 goal: “Every new and current member will have the information 
and opportunity to be actively engaged in church worship, activities, and programs”.   
Responsibilities: Integrate new members/connect to ministries and life groups that best suit 
their needs; ensure all members remain active and engaged in church life; ensure church roles are 
accurate; reach out with calls and notes to existing members who have been absent; oversee 
production and publishing of church directory; coordinate the annual 50-Year Member Celebration; 
support Session goals.   
 
New 2019 initiatives to integrate new members into the FUPC Christian community: 

 Sponsor Program - New members assigned sponsors to guide and introduce them to FUPC 
opportunities, ministries, and business practices.  

 “Breaking Bread Together” – Quarterly gatherings bringing together new and established 
members for food and Christian conversation at the home of a volunteer host.   

 New Member Bulletin Board - Displays pictures, biographies, and contact information to 
help congregation recognize and welcome new members.  

 New Member & Visitor Welcome Packets – Created information packet specifically tailored 
for the first-time visitor and another for new members.   

 Bulletin Inserts – Created special bulletin inserts for new members and for 50-Year 
Members. Inserts include a close-up, color portrait and short biography for congregation to 
see.  

 Extreme Congregational Care – Developed more comprehensive model to gather and meet 
member needs; serves as template to meet needs from outside groups as well.  

 Caring Calls – Organized initiative for Elders and Deacons to contact every church member 
and “reach out with care” from our Congregational Care Network.  
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Additional ministry impacts: 

 Church Directory – Coordinated all portrait scheduling, production processes, and 
publication of the new FUPC 2019 Church Directory.    

 Six-Month Flyer – Sent to members absent for six months or more; provides information on 
worship themes/upcoming events they may be interested in and encourages their return.    

 Personal Contacts – Reached out to missing or absent members with 91 “Missing You” cards 
and approximately 40 personal phone calls.  

 Visitors – Track and ensure follow-up for approximately 40 visitors per month. 
 

Submitted by Elder John Mann 

 
Mission Committee 

 

The purpose of the Mission Committee at First United Presbyterian Church is to engage the 
congregation in Mission activities in the community, region, nation, and the world. This year the 
Mission committee supported the following missions with financial and volunteer support:  
International Mission Team financial support for teams in:  Australia, China, Germany, Haiti, 
Malawi, Mexico, Peru, South Korea, and Thailand.  
National support included financial support for Presbyterian Children Services and the Theological 
Education Fund. 
Regional Support included: Financial Support for Giddings Lovejoy Presbytery 
Locally we are proud to support organizations with funding and volunteer support. This year we 
supported two food pantries, Beacon Ministries, UKirk St. Louis, and, Uni-Pres Kindercottage. 
Specifically, we supported the Community Interfaith Food Pantry with 600 pounds of bananas and 
volunteers. We delivered over 300 Give a Meal a Month Bags to the Catholic Urban Program food 
pantry. In addition the following initiatives were continued: 

1. Adopt A Highway 
2. Summer Lunch Program — 5th year of 
providing lunches to local children in 
Belleville at risk of hunger in the summer 
months. This year volunteers from the 
congregation made and delivered 125-
150 lunches for 10 weeks at 8-10 
delivery stops near our local schools. 

 
Two new initiatives this year: 

1. Needs Among Us program which was 
expanded to include 36 families from 
Children’s Home and Aid. 142 individuals from our 
congregation responded to these needs donating 166 hours, 
$5,500 toward medical, utility or rent assistance from a total of 
$23,620 donated. 
2. Rise Against Hunger — spearheaded and organized by 
Christian Education and Youth Ministries, Mission was proud to 
sponsor over 200 volunteers who packaged over 14,000 meals 
to be delivered to hungry children overseas. 
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Dental/Eye glass program - We assisted with 7 students with eye exams/glasses and 7 students 
with dental needs. 
 

A total of nine people participated in the annual Adult Mission trip to the Mound Ridge Retreat 
Center in Cook Station Mo. Projects included painting a rock wall around the pavilion, staining 
decks, installing new guttering, repairing supports on the pavilion, and other preventive 
maintenance.  
 

Submitted by Moderator Dwight Lied and Elder Mandy Guinn 

 
Personnel Committee 

 

The Personnel Committee has the responsibility to help fulfill the duties of the Session to provide 
for the administration of the program of the church, including employment of nonordained staff, 
with concern for equal employment opportunity, fair employment practices, personnel policies, and 
the annual review of the adequacy of compensation for all staff, including all employees.  
 

Accomplishments in 2019: 
1. Church Maintenance 

o Terminated custodian for cause. 

o Added extra day to cleaning service contract. 

o Worked with Trustees to hire a maintenance handyman, including developing 

position description, advertising, and reviewing resumes. 

o Hiring on hold due to budget deficit. 

 
2. Child Care: 

o Celebrated the retirement of Sue Hall 

o Worked with Christian Ed committee to update position description, placed ad, 

reviewed resumes, conducted interviews and hired Egin Willis. 

o With departure of Mary Blodgett, worked the same process as above and hired 

Charese Jennings. 

 

3. All employees: 

o Revised the annual assessment form that employees complete. 

o Conducted in-person interviews with each staff member. 

o Developed recommendations for Terms of Call changes for pastors for review by 

Session before submission to congregation. 

o Recommended salary adjustments for all staff members to present to Session. 

o Prepared annual budget submission for Session approval. 

 
Our church is blessed to have an outstanding staff that continues to work diligently to provide 
outstanding support to the congregation. We look forward to the coming year and the opportunity 
to continue working with the staff and all the many volunteers that help make First United a place 
that glorifies God. 
 

Jim Nicholas, Roger Cox, Sheila Misselhorn, and Dede Farquhar 
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Stewardship Committee 
 

Members of the Stewardship Committee are Elder Shawn Lankford, Robert Wells, Kimberly Richey 
and Rev. Rob Dyer. The 2019 campaign was held in the spring because of the end of the 2018 
Capital Campaign late in the year. The campaign asked members to combine their current regular 
offering with their current capital campaign amount and make that their new "combined giving" 
pledge. Overall the campaign was a great success. The spring pledge will be for 18 months to 
return us to a fall campaign in 2020. 
 

Robert Wells submitted articles for the Steeple, bulletin, and quarterly statements during the year. 
Pastor Rob and Pastor Alex have included the importance of time, talent, and treasure stewardship 
messages in their sermons. The committee has noticed current giving and volunteering trends are 
changing and are researching ways to adapt to these new trends.   
 

Submitted by Shawn Lankford 

 
Worship Committee 

 

Elders: Ed Langen and Kristen Link 
Members: Jackie Bainter, Susy Rybicki, Sharon Scott, Betty Scherer, Dick Palmer, Amy Abernathy 
 

What a year for Worship! So, what did we do?  
  Assembled and trained four teams as Ushers and Greeters, who make the worship 

experience comfortable and welcoming. We thank Amy Abernathy for her service as she 
steps down as head of ushers. 

 Prepared the sanctuary and chapel for worship by stocking pews, deep cleaning the spaces, 
hanging seasonal paraments, and decorating for Christmas and Easter,  

 Introduced Communion by intinction on a 
regular basis; served Communion to at least 10 
home-bound members once a quarter, 

 Celebrated the renewal of wedding vows by 12 
couples, 

 Provided funeral services for more than 20 
saints, whose friends and family gathered to 
mourn and be comforted, 

 Created a blockbuster of summer worship 
services, with themed decorations, treats, and 
activities tied into Toy Story, Harry Potter, and 
The Wizard of Oz. Our biggest success? Sorting 
worshippers by “houses” to make them sit in 
(gasp) different sections of the sanctuary! 

 Researched and conducted a survey on worship 
styles to guide us toward our Vision 2020 Goal. 

 

2020 will certainly bring changes for all of us as we experience worship at First United. We are 
eager to fulfill the Vision Goal that “we provide worship opportunities that engage every learning 
style, every sense, and every emotional style.”  

 

Submitted by Elder Kristen Link 
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Music Report 
 

As Director of Music Ministry my primary responsibilities include: 

 Working with Senior and Associate Pastors to plan music used in worship 
 Plan and manage the music budget 
 Coordinate with two staff pianists to provide music at all services 
 Direct the Chancel Choir 
 Manage the Choral Scholars program 
 Facilitate congregational music making as needs arise 

I feel our ministry impacts the life of our church in several ways including: 

 Because we have such different skill sets, our music staff is able to provide a wide variety of 
musical offerings that meet the diverse tastes of our congregation. 

 Our Chancel Choir provides a place for weekly fellowship, meaningful music making and 
heartfelt anthems that elevate 10:30 am worship services. 

 The Choral Scholars program is a highly successful youth outreach. Over the years we have 
made lasting connections with several students that have either made FUPC their church 
home or regularly come back to participate in worship. 

 Mat provides music for Wednesday youth activities, further connecting our ministry to all 
ages in the congregation. 

 

Andy Jensen, Director of Music 

 
Audio/Video Ministry 

 

The goal of Audio/Video Ministry is to enhance the worship of God through the use of up-to-date 
technology. The team was established in 2003.  
 

 Audio/Video support is provided to the 10:30am Sunday Worship Service weekly and can be 
provided to the 8:00am Sunday Worship Service and Wednesday Night services. 

 

 A/V support is provided for church events such as Sunday school, music programs, 
weddings, funerals, caring programs, and Youth Ministry.  

 
 Groups within the church are provided A/V support. 

 

 Audio and video capabilities are available in the Sanctuary, Chapel, Cornell Commons, 
Children’s Chapel, the Youth rooms, Eversull Hall and the Library. 

 
 A mobile multimedia cart is now available to provide media support in most locations in the 

facility. 
 

 Audio and video feeds are available from the sanctuary to Cornell Commons and Children’s 
Chapel. Audio feed is available to the Crib and Toddler Rooms. 

 

 Pre-service graphic announcements, viewed in the Sanctuary and Cornell Commons, are 
created to inform the congregation of upcoming events and needs of the church. 
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 Audio recordings and text versions of sermons are created, edited and made available on 
the church website. 

 

   
Audio Equipment    Video and Lighting Equipment 

 
Thank you to the Audio/Video Ministry Team volunteers who have given their talents and time to 
this ministry. 
 
With God’s help we will continue to find new media ways to bring the timeless message of the 
Gospel to our church. 
 

 

Loren Elliott, Director of Audio/Video Ministries 

 
Youth Ministries Committee 

 

The youth ministry of First United Presbyterian Church equips and empowers its youth and families 
to grow their faith and love of the Lord and live as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
The youth ministries at First United Presbyterian Church has made a multitude of impacts in 2019. 
Some of them include: 
 Feeding the 14,000 Event with Rise 

Against Hunger gathered over 200 

people of all ages to serve 

alongside each other. 

 TIM (grades 9-12) mission trip to 

Garnett, KS gave eight youth the 

opportunity to grow in their faith 

while serving the community in 

Garnett. 

 KIX (grades 6-8) trip to The Great Escape gave eight youth the opportunity to grow in their 

faith through engaging worships and speakers. 

 Confirmation provides families an opportunity for faithful conversations and connects youth 

with strong adult faith mentors as they explore what they believe. 
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 Wednesday night programs create a space for faith filled conversations and friendships 

between youth and adults through dinner, worship and games.  

 Youth led worship more 

often and in different ways. 

 Opportunities are available 

for older youth to interact 

and care for younger 

children. 

 Caring relationships between 

youth and adult volunteers 

develop and grow year after 

year. 

 Children and Youth Kickoff gathered almost 150 children, youth and adults to start a new 

program year together. 

 

God’s Peace, Kaitie Kautz, Director of Youth Ministries on behalf of the Youth Ministries Committee 
Kevin Meder (chair) 

 
BOARD OF DEACONS  
 

It was my privilege to be moderator of the Deacons under the direction of Rev. Lysdahl. We have 
had an exceptional group of Deacons in 2019, and I am looking forward to working with the 
incoming 2020 Deacons. 
  

Here is a summary of the Deacons’ work in 2019: 
 

 The Deacons continue to meet year-round in an effort to provide greater continuity of care 

to our congregation.  

 Banana Ministry: Led by Joyce Lied and Betty Scherrer has been put on hold due to 

financial concerns. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry: Led by Betty McRoberts. Deacons continue to support the Shawl 

Ministry by gifting over 2000 total shawls reminding those who are in need of the power of 

faith in Christ. 

 Home-Served Communion: The Deacons continue to assist Elders in the important task of 

serving the homebound quarterly and preparing Communion monthly for services. 

 Deacon Budget: The Deacon budget was thoughtfully considered by myself and Dennis 

Hubbard and reduced due to general budget concerns. 

 Ad Hoc members: We continue to recruit Ad Hoc members. 

 Pastoral Care: The Deacons continue to work with the Needs Among Us ministry. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Prayer Shawl Ministry led by Betty McRoberts continues to go 

strong. To date, well over 2,000 have been distributed. About 5 shawls are gifted every 

week. 
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Transportation Ministry: The Transportation Ministry at First United is made up of two separate but 
related entities: The Bus Ministry and The Car Ministry. The purpose of each is to arrange for and 
provide transportation to those members who are unable to drive. 
 

 Bus Ministry: To provide those in need of a ride, such as to Sunday morning church services 

and Wednesday night youth events.  

 Car Ministry: To provide transportation to doctor appointments, hospital visits, and other 

necessary local appointments for those who have a disability and/or cannot drive. A special 

thanks to all of the drivers who devote their time to both of these ministries which are 

essential for the needs of our congregation. 

Car Ministry statistics 2019: 
72 hours of driving 
683 miles driven 
22 people transported 
Average of 31 miles per person and an average of 3.3 hours per person. 
Dennis Hubbard, Bus Ministry coordinator 
David Misselhorn, Car Ministry Coordinator 
 

 Deacons’ statistics for 2019: 

Average Deacon Attendance in 2019 per meeting: 16 
Annual calls made: 433 
Annual visits: 597 
Annual cards sent: 1,156 
Contact stat: 2186 contacts with our congregation members 
 

Respectfully, David Misselhorn, Moderator 
 

2019 Board of Deacons: 
Rev. Alex Lysdahl 
Jane Alberter, Bill Beebe, Amy Brummitt, Jane Bynum, KC Clayton, Gigi Cox, Brenda Doll,  
Janice Dorris, Anne Dulski, Meg Friedewald, Sharon Gaskill, Marsha Head, Dennis Hubbard, 
Kim Hubbard, Jean McCann, Caryn Meder, Mary Jo  Mordhorst, Betty Scherrer, Karen Thurig 
Ad Hoc: Joyce Lied, Betty McRoberts, Ellen Hall. 
 

Bus Ministry 
FUPC Bus Ministry provides transportation to our congregation for Sunday morning 10:30 services, 
Wednesday evening Youth Group meetings, and for special events and activities throughout the 
year.  Our drivers are licensed for the 12 passenger bus with wheel-chair lift and the larger 22 
passenger bus.  We feel the Holy Spirit has called us to serve by providing transportation allowing 
our riders to worship with the larger Church family and enjoy FUPC fellowship. 
 

Our 2018-2019 drivers included Roger Cox, Matt Hall, Danny Halel, Kevin Meder and Jim 
Nicholson, all have been volunteering in this Ministry for many years.  I am especially thankful for 
their dedication, passion for service and love of the open road!  If you are needing transportation 
or interested in becoming part of this Ministry, please contact me. 
 

Submitted by Dennis Hubbard, Bus Ministry 
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Parish Nurse Annual Report 
 

Below is a list of various duties that the Parish Nurse is involved in.  
 

 Visit members in the hospital 
 Visit members in the nursing homes and assisted living facilities 
 Go with members to Doctor visits 

 Help members as a medical advocate 
 Help with the Safety Team 
 Help deliver bananas to nursing homes 
 Help with the Summer Sack Lunch Program 
 Attend Parish Nurse monthly meetings and workshops 

 Work with community nursing 
 Work with Stephen Ministry 

 

My goal is to help those in need to be healthy and well in body, mind and spirit. 
 

Submitted by Joyce Lied, Parish Nurse/Faith Community Nurse 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

The Trustees participate in activities to ensure the ongoing maintenance and improvement of the 

church facilities. We are organized into three committees that have been involved with the 

following activities (and more) throughout the year: 

Outside  

Roof  

Parking Lot 

Signage 

Mowing, Snow Removal, 

 and Landscaping 

Heating and Cooling 

Inside 

Plumbing 

Floors 

Lighting 

Heating and Cooling 

Doors and Security Systems  

Elevators 

 

Administrative 
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Sign off bills and work orders 

Legal  

Insurance 

Office equipment/technology 

Volunteers! 
 

We want to thank all the volunteers who provide invaluable contributions by lending their skills 
and talents on Trustee projects. This minimizes the need to seek paid outside help and ensures 
that we make the most of our funds. 
 

Submitted by Jim Sheldon 

 
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
 

The Investment Trustee Committee continues to monitor the investment of funds held with New 
Covenant Funds.  
 

Information included here is for December 31, 2018 through September 30, 2019. As of 
September 30, 2019, the value of investments have increased by roughly $167,118. This change is 
largely the result of positive returns early in the year.  
 

Investments in stock have generally provided positive returns in 2018 and 2019, but there are 
concerns looking toward the balance of 2020. Continued economic slowdown and potential 
recession, continued low interest rates, growing unemployment, and a presidential election are all 
considered trigger points for lower market returns in 2020. Predictions are that growth will slow 
over the year, and we will likely see more volatility in rates of return. 
 

A balanced investment portfolio strategy, as used in the past, will help us to continue to grow 
assets for the long-term, but we may see losses in the short-term. New Covenant Funds use 
socially responsible investments, which may help stabilize our account values. 
 

Investment activity for the nine months ended September 30, 2019 is as follows: 
 
Market Value - 12/31/18      $1,240,606.55 
Contributions          $            0.00 
Disbursements        ($     5,623.94) 
Earned Income        $     13,362.14 
Unrealized Gain/Loss       $    167,118.06 
Market Value - 9/30/19      $ 1,415,462.81 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Winland, Investment Trustee 

 
Ambassadors 

 

A faithful Ambassador may be found at the Welcome Table in the Commons area each Sunday 
prior to the 10:30 am service for the purpose of greeting worshipers. A special effort is made to 
welcome any visitor and offer information and assistance as is appropriate. Ambassadors are 
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trained to know how to direct visitors to various childcare services, Sunday School classes, rest 
rooms and other church facilities and how to hand off to other resources if needed, such as 
Greeters, Ushers, and the Pastor. 
 

Hearing aids and church organization/activity brochures are available. Those presently serving as 
Ambassadors are:  Rosemary Ehrstein, Brenda & Roger Doll, Sharon Gaskill, and Daphne Sumner. 
Church members interested in becoming an Ambassador should contact the Church Office. You will 
truly enjoy greeting the worshipers as they enter the sanctuary for the Sunday morning service. 

 
Faith in Fiction 

 

Faith in Fiction has five active members that get together each month on the fourth Tuesday at 
9:00 am. We read and discussed 10 books this year. There are also people in the congregation 
who follow our list and read the recommended books. 
 

Submitted by Susy Rybicki 

 
Family Stories Life Group 

 

Family Stories Life Group meets at Coffee with 
Christ, a small café at Wade Square in Belleville, 

on the third Monday of the month beginning at 9 

a.m.   

While some members of the group are writing 

their stories to share with family, others are 

sharing theirs orally around the table. 

 The group has grown this year and those folks who attend are learning more about each 

other, appreciating that each person’s life is fascinating and unique. 

 We find that sharing personal and family history can be quite cathartic, helping each to 

see the arc of our lives and appreciating the joy of the journey. 

*We honor our foremothers and fathers by recording their stories and recognizing the 

sacrifices they made which have enriched the lives of all their descendants. 

Submitted by Janet Jensen 

 
Helmsmen Mariners 

 

The Helmsmen Mariners is a life group for couples and singles to socialize in a Christian 
environment. Activities include speakers, outings, mission projects, potluck dinners, church 
projects, and entertaining programs.  
 

 Every Friday – Members gather at different local 
restaurants for dinner.  

 Mar, Apr, Sept, Oct, and Nov – Monthly business 
meetings, potluck dinners, and entertainment programs 
(6:00-8:30). 
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 May, June, July – Summer outings to Looking Glass Dinner Theater, Grizzly baseball game, 
the St. Louis Science Center and others.   

 May – Supported the annual Woodcarvers Dinner  
 Aug - Helmsmen annual church picnic. 
 Nov – Supported the annual Woodcarvers Show at the 

Belleville Fair Grounds 

 Dec – Helmsmen annual Christmas Party 
 Served as Sunday Hospitality Hosts twice 

 
Helmsmen Officers are John & Dee Mann, Chuck & Karen 
Thurig, Dwight & Joyce Lied, and Sam & Amy Brummitt.  

 
MaryMarthas 

 

The MaryMarthas Life Group has been meeting on a monthly basis. We are a faith-based group of 
women who are able to talk and enjoy time together. We not only support one another, but we 
also provide support to our families when needed. We volunteer to host coffee hour on occasion 
throughout the year. If the need arises, we will provide a meal or baked goods for a variety of 
different occasions. We are blessed to have one another for emotional, physical and faith-filled 
support. 
 

Submitted by Leah Lankford 

 
Merry Mates 

 

Merry Mates is a life group with our primary purpose to provide an opportunity for men and 
women to participate together in Christian fellowship and in the life of the church. 
 

 Meetings held the second Friday of each month from 

March through December 

 Potluck dinner at 6:00 with a business meeting and 

program following   

 Helmsmen joined us in June and in August when we 

had a gathering at the Vandivers 

 Fund raisers included the plant sale and the annual 

Cookie Walk 

 $1,000 was contributed to the church for concrete 

leveling outside the Chapel doors  

 Flowers are placed in the Sanctuary annually in 

memory of deceased Merry Mates 

The officers for 2019 were Co-Presidents Dale and Erma Jean 
Vandiver, Co-Vice Presidents Marvin and Claudia Brinkley, Co-Secretaries Donna Nicholas and Carol 
Purviance, Co-Treasurers Jerry and Sharon Gaskill, Co-Chaplains Bruce and Debbie Reeder. 
 

Merry Mates extents a warm welcome to anyone who is interested in joining us for 
food, fun and fellowship. 
 

Submitted by Donna Nicholas, Secretary 
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Potlucks with a Purpose 
 

This women’s group meets quarterly, on the fourth Tuesday of the month, and has done so for the 
last seven years. Meeting here at the church, we bring potluck dishes to share a meal; we then 
contribute our “dining out dollars” (money we would have spent to dine out), so that we may 
support worthy charitable, non-profit, or church causes. We sometimes have outside speakers 
come in to present information on the various causes; sometimes members put forth potential 
causes for contribution. 
 

 Held four meetings this year:  22 January, 23 April, 23 July, and 22 October  

 Had varied attendance, from 14 to 25 members 

 Hosted speakers from two organizations, the Rehema Education Fund and the Hawthorn 

Leadership School for Girls 

 Contributed a total of $1404.06 to four organizations: 

  St. Louis Society for the Blind & Visually Impaired  
  FUPC Sack Lunch Program 
  Rehema Education Fund (benefiting students in Kenya) 
  Hawthorn Leadership School for Girls (benefiting students in St. Louis) 

 
We are always pleased to have new members and guests join us. 
Respectfully submitted by Sheila Misselhorn 

 
 

Prayer Group - End of Year Report 
 

The First United Presbyterian Prayer Group prays for those requesting confidential prayer. We 
believe that prayer is powerful – and brings us closer to God and to one another. We ask prayer 
group members to stop and pray as soon as they receive the request and then to continue to pray 
as long as requested.   

 In 2019, the Prayer Group received 236 prayer requests and thank you/updates.   

 We currently have 43 members praying for those in need.   

We thank all of those sending prayer requests and also the faithful and faith-filled members of our 
prayer group. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Beth Sheldon 

 
Presbyterian Women 

 

Presbyterian Women was open to all women of the church who were invited to join 
circles, attend the monthly Gatherings, take part in social events, and participate in the 
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mission opportunities and fundraising projects. 
 

 Monthly Gatherings were held in February, March, and May on the first Friday of 

the month at 11:30 a.m. in Eversull Hall with lunch, a business meeting and 

program.   

 In April a Day Out was taken to the Mascoutah Museum with lunch at the 

Roemer Topf Restaurant. 

 Fund raisers were a Salad Luncheon/Fashion Show and a Rummage Sale. 

 $3,050.00 was donated to local and worldwide missions. 

 Gifts were collected for Kindercottage, Memorial Care Center, and Farmington 

Children’s Home 

 Funeral lunches were provided by PW 

 Joy Baltz received PW’s Honorary Life Membership 

 Three circles, Hannah, Lamplighters, and Lydia meet monthly from Sept through 

May for Bible study and fellowship. 

 Presbyterian Women at First United disbanded from the national association in 

September following a vote by the membership and financial assets of 

$17,491.86 were donated locally and worldwide. 

The three circles, Hannah, Lamplighters, and Lydia will continue to meet monthly with 
the purpose to nurture women’s faith through prayer and Bible study.  Hannah meets 
on the 3rd Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. in Eversull Hall, Lamplighters meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room, and Lydia meets on the 2nd Thursday at 
6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.  The circles will continue the mission projects to 
Kindercottage with the Cap and Mitten Trees and the Easter collection, and to Memorial 
Care Center with the collection of bingo items.  All women of the church are invited 
to join a circle. 
 

Special thanks to the Coordinating Team for their dedication and hard work, to Jean 
Morgan, coordinator for the Rummage Sale, and to Susy Rybicki, Norma Mason, and 
Sharon Gaskill for work on the Salad Luncheon/Style Show. 
 

Rosemary Ehrstein, Moderator   Donna Nicholas, Secretary 
Susy Rybicki, Vice Moderator   Linda Hangsleben, Treasurer 

 

 
Quilters 

 

During 2019, the First United Presbyterian Church (FUPC) 
Quilters have made 10 quilts for confirmands (7), Annual 
Raffle Quilt for Christian Education, 1 quilt for KIF1A 
organization and 1 Wedding Quilt for Sue Perez's son, 
Nelson, when he got married. We held our 1-day Spring Quilt 
Camp in May and 1-day Fall Quilt Camp in November.  Our 
weeklong Quilt Camp was held in June as well as our first 4-
day Quilt Retreat for the FUPC Quilters in Eversull Hall to work on personal projects. Unfortunately, 
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the quilters are still working on the 37 quilts for the Belleville Women's Shelter, but we'll be 
sending 18 of the 37 quilts to the Shelter in January via Joyce Lied. 
The Quilters have also taken on the task to make 10 quilts for the KIF1A organization that will be 
given to families that have lost a child to this very aggressive neurological disorder.  
One quilt has already been completed and sent out by Cassie Gluck, our contact for the project.  
The remaining 9 quilts are scheduled to be completed by May 2020 and given to Cassie to mail at 
her discretion. 
The FUPC Quilters donated $350.00 to Hines Uganda Ministries to help bring Christmas to the HUM 
children. 
As always, the Quilters will continue holding the Spring, Fall and Summer Quilt Camps and dates of 
these events will be posted in The Steeple as well as the weekly bulletin. 
The Quilters will continue to meet every Tuesday from 9 am until 2 pm with a lunch break and 
every Thursday from 9:30 am until 11:30 am in Eversull Hall. 
The FUPC Quilters receive no funds from the church to produce quilts made and given to the 
church. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Diane Richardson 

 
Sand Dollars  

 

The Sand Dollars of First United Presbyterian Church were formed 37 years ago and meet the first 
Friday in January-May and September–November in Eversull Hall for an evening of food and 
fellowship. Summer months are social activities and December is our Christmas Party at a local 
venue. A variety of social events are held throughout the year. Our group has participated in many 
of the church's events and opportunities such as serving as church officers, committees, coffee 
hour hosts, church maintenance projects, adult mission trips, youth events, Sunday school, and 
more. 
 

Social and service activities this past year included: 
 

 In January, March and September, we hosted Coffee Hours. 
 In February, the Annual Super Bowl Party was held at the Nicholson home. 
 March-April, we supported the local fish frys in the community every Friday during Lent 

and hosted the 36th Annual Easter Bunny Breakfast. 
 In May, we assisted the Woodcarvers with their annual awards dinner. 
 In June, we had a Men’s Weekend/Fishing trip to Rend Lake 
 In July, we went to Fairmont for the horse races. 
 In August, we had a swim party at the Geiger home. 
 In September, our annual fall picnic was held at the Church. 
 In October, a bonfire meeting was held at the Misselhorn home  
 In November, we supported the 49th Midwestern Woodcarvers’ Show Friday-Sunday. 
 In December, we set up and decorated the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary, sponsored a 

family’s Christmas through Children’s Home & Aid, and had our annual Christmas dinner 
and party. 
 

Visitors and new members of 1st United are welcome to come to our monthly potluck and 
fellowship, and children (and grandchildren) are always welcome. It is best to contact one of the 
officers to advise them of your attendance, especially if child-care is needed. 
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The Sand Dollar officers elected for 2020 are (all of whom served in the same capacity for 2019): 
 
 Co-Skippers:  Brenda and Joe Fedak 

Jan and Dennis Nevois 
 Pursers:  Bob and Nancy Lonsdale 
 Log Keepers:  Jeff and Kay Schanuel 
  
We would like to thank the members of Sand Dollars for their active support in 2019. In addition, 
we’d like to thank our church community for its commitment to our group.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Joe and Brenda Fedak, 2019 Co-Skippers 
Dennis and Jan Nevois, 2019 Co-Skippers 

 
Veterans’ Group 

 

We are on a MISSION…….to support our members, veterans, and active duty families, 
as well as support church activities that expand our community outreach. 
 

2019 Impact Activities: 
 

 Continued to visit local veterans who have little or no family in the area. This included visits 
to Joseph’s Center where we donated food, kitchen and bath items, and a Pizza Oven. 
 

 Donated $200 and Quilt batting to the National “Quilts of Valor” Organization; items needed 
to create more future Quilts for Veterans. 
 

 Annual Memorial Day Veteran BBQ to foster member and veteran fellowship and fund 
annual outreach programs.  
 

 Volunteered for Church focused 
Community Outreach Programs. 
 

 Celebrated our Annual Veterans 
Day event acknowledging the 
contributions of WWII church members 
and their families who served. 
  

Awarded 3 more "Quilts of Valor” 
to our Church members bringing our total 
awarded quilts to 70 since 2017. 
 

 Transitioned our Annual Pancake 
Breakfast to a “Free Community Pancake 
Breakfast” to reach out to more local 
families. 
 

 Purchased 15 Wreaths from ‘Wreaths Across America”. These were placed on Veteran 
Graves at Jefferson Barracks Cemetery during the holidays. 
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 Participated with the O’Fallon Rotary in placing Veteran wreaths at five local cemeteries as 
part of the "Wreaths Across America” program. 
 

Shawn and I wish to thank all our members for their hard work and support throughout the year. 
We also need to thank ALL Church members who continue to support our MISSION. For 2020 we 
plan on furthering our community outreach as well as find those Veterans who need a helping 
hand. ALL Church Members are always invited to our published twice-a-month Fellowship 
Breakfasts and our announced formal meetings. 
 

Blessings, Ken Stange & Shawn Lankford 

 
Stephen Ministry 

 

Stephen Ministers are lay Christian men and women trained to provide one-to-one Christian care 
to people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal 
illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. The Stephen Ministry program has 
been a part of First United's ministry since 1987.  
 

 Seven trained and active Stephen Ministers with 50 hours of specialized training.  
 One trained Stephen Leader with 50 hours of specialized Stephen Minister training plus 40 

hours of specialized Stephen Leader training.  
 There were 11 care receivers who benefited from Stephen Minister care in 2019 

 
Submitted by John Mann 

 

 

2019 STATISTICS 

Active Membership as of 12/31/18:          474 

Gains: 
Confirmation…………………………………………….7 

New Members………………………………………..10 

Restored………………………………………………….2 

Total Gains………………………………………….…19 
  
Losses: 
Deaths…………………………………………………..15 

Transfers…………………………………………………0 

Removed…………………………………………………0 

Total Losses……………………………………….….15 

Active Membership as of 12/31/19:          478 
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