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From Our Pastor 

Dear WCC Family, 
 
Are you ready? Because, here at Woodbury 
Community Church we’ve been saying that 
this September is “Go Time.”  
 
As the summer ends and fall begins, so do a 
number of new programs at church designed 
to help you and your family grow in your walk 
with Christ.  
 
Here is a sampling of things for you to look 
forward to and to pray for this month.  
 
Kickoff Sunday – On Sunday, September 11, 
we go back to our two service schedule (9:00 
and 10:30). Our theme for Kickoff Sunday is 
“Game Day.” I’ll be preaching a sermon from 
Acts 2 about what God is calling His church  
to be. We’ll also celebrate the start of our 
Sunday education classes for children and 
adults. A new class for adults is beginning at 
the 10:30 hour that will focus on spiritual dis-
ciplines. We’re also going to have inflatables 
for the kids, a church cookout (bring your    
favorite game day food to share), the Vikings 
vs. Titans game on the big screen, a cornhole 
tournament, volleyball and so much more.  
 
Children’s and Student Ministry Changes – 
We’ve got lots of exciting changes happening 
in our children’s and student ministries,  
including a move from Sunday evening to 
Wednesday night programming for our stu-
dent ministry. Our Wednesday night program 
shift allows for ministry to be happening for 
kids from Kindergarten through High School 
each Wednesday night. Our children (K-5th 
Grade) will take over the entire building on  

 
 
Wednesday nights for our new AWANA  
program.  AWANA launches on Wednesday, 
September 28. Our student ministry will be 
moving to Woodbury’s Central Park for a large 
group worship and teaching time twice a 
month, followed by small groups on the  
alternating weeks. You can find out more 
about all of these changes and more by  
visiting our website.  
 
Small Groups – We are planning on launching 
a number of new small groups this fall. Small 
group registration tables will be in the lobby 
on kickoff Sunday. If you’ve never been in  
a small group, have been thinking about  
leading a small group, or are thinking about 
joining a new small group, now is the time 
register. We’re praying for a day when 125%  
of our average weekly attendance are  
involved in small groups.  
 
Walking With Jesus – Our sermon series will 
return to the book of Luke for the fall months. 
We are coming up on a section in Luke’s  
Gospel where Jesus begins his walk towards 
the cross. We’ll join the original disciples and 
walk with Jesus as we study His parables and 
read about His life. We are a church that 
wants to make much of Jesus. He is our hope, 
and the hope for the world. Join us as we dive 
deep into Luke’s Gospel.  
 
In Him, 
    Pastor Brian 
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Get To Know 

Get to Know . . . Peter Tola Akinboro 
 
We’re starting a new column in this month’s 
newsletter. Take time to read this column each 
month to get to know someone who  attends 
Woodbury Community Church. This month 
we’re going to get to know Peter Akinboro.  
 
Peter, you did not grow up in Minnesota. Tell us 
a little bit about you and where you grew up.  
 

My name is Peter Tola 
Akinboro. I was born in 
one of the most beautiful 
countries in the world, 
Nigeria. What makes  
Nigeria beautiful is not 
just the abundant natural 
resources and beautiful 

landscape but the people. Nigerians are some 
of the warmest, most accommodating people.  
 
How old were you when you moved to the  
United States? What brought you here?  
 
I was 37 years old when I came to the US. The 
union of different people and cultures, the pas-
sion to further my studies and the possibilities 
to achieve brought me to this wonderful coun-
try. 
 
How long have you been attending Woodbury 
Community Church? How did you find out 
about WCC? What ministries are you involved in 
here? What has God been teaching you over the 
past few months? 
 
I have been attending WCC for about a year and 
half and I have been blessed worshiping here. I 
found out about the church through my family. I 
assist at the sound and video unit of the church, 
where it has been a precious opportunity to 
serve. The "Words to live by" series has been 

 
 
tremendous blessing to me, particularly, the 
"Thriving in a broken world" sermon. I have 
found peace in seeking to know God more by 
his word. God has been teaching me to trust 
him more, not just for expectations and needs 
but as my God and Father. 
 
What do you do for fun? Do you have some 
hobbies or activities that you love doing?  
 
I love to create things. From creating characters 
in writing a story and consistently maintaining 
each character with their traits as they relate 
with each other, to assisting in streaming the 
Sunday sermons to those who can’t make it to 
church. I like to watch movies, travel and read 
and write.  
 
You recently published your first book entitled, 
The Lowborn. What is a "lowborn”, and what  
inspired you to write a book? What is it about 
and how can people order a copy of it? 

 
The title of my new novel  
is “The Lowborn”. It’s an  
exposition on how the times, 
people and intricacies of  
the society create the  
circumstances that mold us. 
How we respond, by the 
choices we make decide 
which side of the moral  
divide we find ourselves. 
 

You can visit www.thelowborn.com where 
there are links to the various bookstores where 
the book can be ordered. 
 
 

http://www.thelowborn.com
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Prayer Guide 

Woodbury Community Church – September Prayer Guide 
By Drew Mattison 

It is the desire of our church to be unified in pray-
er. There are many references in scripture that 
point to the priority of prayer, and how we as the 
body of Christ are called to pray. We are to be  
diligent, honest and expectant in our prayer lives. 
Prayer is both about speaking to and hearing 
from God. Also, when we as a body pray, we can 
expect Him to respond. During September, please 
bring these ideas for prayer to your small groups, 
your families, and your individual times of prayer 
to help facilitate unity and power in prayer from 
Woodbury Community Church. 
 
This month, we will focus on praying for power 
against spiritual warfare. We will pray for our-
selves, for those in our church, and for those in 
our community. For me personally, I have had a 
strong sense of spiritual warfare in recent days. I 
have witnessed misunderstandings that have led 
to conflict, egregious sin that is hidden and not 
being confessed or healed, senseless violence, as 
well as the weariness of day to day stresses that 
just do not let up. As the book of Ephesians  
reminds us all, “For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heav-
enly realms.” (Eph. 6:12).  The book of Ephesians 
also reminds us to pray for one another: “And 
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord's  
people.” (Eph. 6:18) Take this prayer theme to 
heart this month. Let us all lift one another up in 
prayer for protection against spiritual warfare. As 
the fall is approaching, we are all entering a new 
season. As we enter this new season together, let 
us lift one another in prayer. 
 
The second topic of prayer is for the persecuted 
Church. This is a topic that was included in the 
prayer newsletter in November, but we are  
revisiting it again. As a reminder, Voice of the 

Martyrs has some information that we all need to 
know, but do not want to read about our brothers 
and sisters in Christ living in nations where perse-
cution is the norm. In addition to your normal 
news sources, read the Voice of the Martyrs  
website below as part of your prayer guide this 
month.  
 
http://www.persecution.com/ 
 
Pray for protection, courage and boldness for 
those being persecuted. In addition, reflect on 
the story of Jesus calming the storm from  
Matthew 8:23-27:  
 
“Then he got into the boat and his disciples fol-
lowed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on 
the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. 
But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and 
woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to 
drown!" He replied, "You of little faith, why are 
you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 
The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of 
man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 
him!”  
 
As it relates to the persecuted church, they are 
going through a storm. Waves are sweeping over 
the boat. As Voice of the Martyrs reminds us, 
there are four Christians currently on trial in  
Sudan. In Russia, a law approved by President 
Vladimir Putin on July 20 effectively lumps Chris-
tians in with terrorists. In Pakistan, Asia Bibi and 
Imran Ghafur have waited for justice for more 
than seven years. Both are Christians facing life 
imprisonment for crimes against Islam. During 
this storm that has every appearance to be  
escalating, pray that our brothers and sisters in 
the persecuted church would be comforted by 
our prayers. Also, pray that they would have their 
faith strengthened in the presence of the storm 
by knowing that Jesus is still on the boat! 

http://www.persecution.com/
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Upcoming Events 

AWANA / WEDNESDAY NIGHTS / 6:30-8PM 
AWANA is our new Wednesday night program beginning Sept. 28th. This program 
is for children kindergarten through 5th grade.  The mission of AWANA is to help 
churches and parents worldwide raise children and youth to know, love and serve 
God. The goal of WCC is to reach out to the community to do the same. AWANA is 
a program that focuses on Scripture memory and also includes Bible lessons and 
games.  Special events include Grand Prix car races, service projects, AWANA store 
and more!   

Register TODAY, woodburycommunitychurch.com. For more information, contact 
Liz Nelson, enelson@woodburycommunitychurch.com. 

  KICK-OFF SUNDAY 
 SEPTEMBER 11 / 9 & 10:30AM / WCC 
 
Be sure to join us on Kick-Off Sunday, September 11th.  We will resume our two-

service schedule at 9:00 and 10:30 am.  Student Ministry and Adult Bible Classes 
return at 9:00.  Children’s Ministry and Adult Bible Classes return at 10:30.  As  

always, we have nursery available at both services.  Stick around following the 10:30 service for 
Yard Games, an inflatable Bounce House, Fellowship and Food!  Please bring your favorite game 
day appetizer to share, WCC will provide the rest.  The Vikings play the Titans at noon and we will 
be showing the game on the big screen.  Don’t forget to invite your family and friends to join you! 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS / SEPTEMBER 25 / 11:30AM 
The Discover Membership Class is geared for newcomers and those interested 
in membership at Woodbury Community Church.  Learn more about WCC, 
where we are going and opportunities for you to get plugged in.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Sign-up in the lobby or at woodburycommunitychurch.com/events. 

MEN’S RETREAT / SEPTEMBER 16-18 / CAMP LEBANON 
Calling all Men!  Register now for the 2016 Men’s Retreat at Camp Lebanon.  
This year’s theme is Man Talk: Life In 4D.  Growing a balanced life in a lopsided 
world. Physical. Mental. Spiritual. Relational.  As Luke 2:52 shows, our Master is 
the model.  To encourage a healthy growth in life’s four dimensions, each ses-
sion features three no-fluff, practical challenges focused on one aspect of the 
“4D Life”.  Bring an appetite and a friend.  Register at camplebanon.org 
(indicate you’re a WCC member).  Contact Tom Nelson at 612.669.2598 or 
tcnelsonmn@yahoo.com for details and to let him know you are attending. 

https://mywcc.breezechms.com/form/4b538566
https://mywcc.breezechms.com/form/d1a1e14746
mailto:tcnelsonmn@yahoo.com?subject=Men's%20Retreat
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Upcoming Events 

FELLOWSHIP IN THE BARN 
October 15th / Haveman Barn , 14665 80th St. So., Hastings, MN 55033 
 

Farm to Table Dinner and Dance in the Barn and  
Best Cookie Competition (aka..."Dinner with a Goat") 

Bring the whole family and hang out around a bonfire at the Haveman Barn.  Wander around the farm 

and pet the horses and goats!  Then enjoy some great conversations and good food (pulled meat 

sandwiches {pork, turkey, beef, etc.} and beverages will be provided).  Please bring a side dish or  

dessert to share.  This will be a great opportunity to kick up your heels and join in the barn dancing 

with others from WCC and any of their friends that they bring along.  Find out who will win the Best 

Cookie Award for 2016.  Cookies entered into the cookie contest will be judged by a panel of self-

proclaimed WCC Cookie Aficionados!  The cost is $5/person or $15 max/family to cover the cost of  

the meat and beverages.  This is a great and affordable way to introduce non-WCCers to our church 

family. Tell your friends you will pay for their dinner, buy an extra bag of chips and they are in for 

free!!  Most everyone is looking for a time to break out their cowboy boots and hats.  This is that event!  

Watch for a video announcement this month with more details and instructions on how to sign up. 

BINGO / SEPTEMBER 26 / 2PM / OAK RIDGE ASSISTED LIVING 
Join us at Oak Ridge Assisted Living Center in Hastings for a fun time of Bingo 
with the residents.  We need $5 Walmart gift cards to hand out as prizes.  For 
more information, contact Pam Faessler at gnfaessler@gmail.com or 651-269-
7059. 

S A F E: SAFE FAMILIES DINNER GALA / OCT. 7 / 6PM / HILTON, MPLS. 

Join us for dinner and an inspiring evening as we hear stories from moms,   
kids, and the families who've been a bridge in times of need. We will celebrate 
a growing movement of compassion and Christ-centered hospitality that is 
empowering parents and keeping families intact—one act of love at a time.  
This gala is free but please RSVP at safefamiliesmngala.com.  Contact Tammie 
Haveman at tammie@safefamiliesmn.org for more information. 

mailto:gnfaessler@gmail.com?subject=Bingo
http://safefamiliesmngala.com/
mailto:tammie@safefamiliesmn.org
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WCC Info 

Financial  Update 

KOZEFO - PROVIDING EDUCATION IN HAITI 

Sponsor a Student for the 2016-17 school year!  Only about half of school age 
children in Haiti get the privilege of attending school.  Most Haitians live on  
$2/day and can't afford to send their children to school.  You can make a huge 
difference in the life of a child - Give an Education and Give a Child a Future. 
Your sponsorship goes a long way. It provides a student's tuition, two uniforms, 
textbooks, a noon meal, water and school supplies. For only $30/month, you 
can sponsor a Kozefo student. Go to www.kozefo.org/sponsor.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
As we begin the 2016-2017 seasons, we desperately need volunteers in many  
ministry areas:  Student Life, Children’s, Awana, Nursery, Men’s, Women’s,  
Greeters, Welcome Desk, Video/Audio, Coffee/Tea, Prayer Team, Facilities 
Team, etc., etc.  The list goes on and on.  You can volunteer a couple of hours 
a month up to weekly, we have it all.  If you feel God asking you to step up 
and serve, please contact the church office, 651.739.1427.  We will find a place 
for you at WCC. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY / GOD’S LOVE IN ACTION 

We all experience challenges in life - times when we could benefit from the 
support of a caring Christian friend.  WCC Stephen Ministers are ready to  
provide the emotional and spiritual care you need when faced with a crisis or 
difficult situation.  If you, or someone you know, is in need of one-on-one  
confidential support; please contact our Stephen Minister referral coordinator, 
Lori Halbur at 651.246.2047 or by email at lorimariemoose@yahoo.com.   
Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry.  The identity of those receiving  
care and what takes place in each caring relationship remains private. 

SMALL GROUPS 
We are so excited for the fall and everything that God has planned for WCC, 
especially in the area of our Small Group Ministry. Starting Sept. 11th, our small 
group leaders will have a table in the lobby with information about all of our 
groups and how to get in contact with each leader and to get signed up. So 
come check us out before or after the services and find the perfect group for 
you! You can also email us for more information at smallgroups@wccmn.org.  

http://www.kozefo.org/sponsor
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WCC Info 

Year-to-Date Budget 

250K 

Year-to-Date Giving 

246K 

Year-to-Date Expenditures 

237K 

Financial  Update 

FIVE FAMILIES; FIVE YEARS ~ Refugee Life Ministry 
 
Five years ago, WCC “adopted” its first family through the Refugee Life Minis-
tries arm of Arrive Ministries, providing a furnished apartment, household sup-
plies and groceries, and ongoing tutoring and mentoring as the family settled 
into life in the United States. Over the past five years, that work has continued 
as WCC has adopted a total of five families from Southeast Asia, and individu-
als, families and small groups have offered continuing friendship and support 
for the families. 
 
Today, the families are all thriving, having achieved milestones such as buying 
their first home as well as having children succeed in high school sports and 
activities (including the state wrestling tournament), graduate high school, 
pursue college, get married and have children of their own. 
 
More than 70 families have been resettled by Arrive Ministries in Minnesota 
over the past several years, and just last month, the organization stated that it 
expects to resettle another 160 refugees over the next two months. Dozens of 
churches in the Twin Cities have been involved with that effort, and WCC has 
been a big part of that impact. We encourage you to be in prayer about your 
own possible involvement with the team, as WCC intends to welcome a sixth 
family this coming spring. 
 
If you’d like to get involved with the ministry sooner, we would love to have 
more people come alongside and build a relationship with our fifth family, 
which includes a grandma and grandpa, parents, a middle-school girl, two  
elementary-aged girls and a preschool-aged boy. Helping out can be as     
simple as visiting to play a game or help the kids with homework. In addition, 
the families would greatly appreciate any gently-used furniture or household 
goods donations if you have anything to contribute. For details, contact Scott 
Pearcy (scottpearcy18@gmail.com) or Bob Lein (sblein@comcast.net), who    
co-lead our ministry at Woodbury Community Church. 
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Special Events 

  SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

KICK OFF SUNDAY 

Join us as we get going with school-year programming! StudentLife Sunday Morning Classes are       
combined that morning. Stay after second service for lunch and some family fun!  

Sept 11  / 9am 

  wccmn.org/ministries/students 
Contact Youth Pastor, Darrin Geier: students@wccmn.org 

GET TEXT UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

Stay  updated! Sign up to get text message alerts.  

Sign up at: bit.ly/1Sr60ML 

WE’RE RECRUITING! 
One of our initiatives as a church has been to “make unprecedented efforts to reach 
those 18 and under with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”  This is an exciting thing to be a 
part of!   

WANT TO JOIN US?  Contact Darrin to explore how YOU could make a huge im-

pact as a part of our team! 

Our new Wednesday night gatherings begin on September 14! We’ll meet at church that first 
night and explore the vision behind the changes we’ve made. Also that night, students will have a 
unique opportunity to speak into what this year will look like for us, we'll have a ton of fun stuff 
planned, and a few surprises too!  

Sept 14 / 6:30-8pm 

STUDENTLIFE WEDNESDAY NIGHTS BEGIN 

FALL CALENDAR 

Check out our webpage for the full fall calendar, including new event dates and Wednesday night 
gathering location information.  

wccmn.org/ministries/students 

wccmn.org/ministries/students
bit.ly/1Sr60ML
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Don’t miss out! Sign your kids up today and spread the word! AWANA is an awesome 
program and the volunteers are a hoot - kids will look forward to it every week. Parents, 
you’ll be impressed by how excited your kids will be to read their Bibles and memorize 
scripture.  Special Events calendar will be posted soon.  Registration fee is $15 plus  
additional fees for books and uniforms.  For more information and to register, go 
to woodburycommunitychurch.com.    

Wednesdays starting Sept. 28/ 6:30-8pm / WCC 

AWANA 

  FALL EVENTS 

FALL KICK OFF 
This fall we are back to the usual swing of things! Parents, please sign your child in when you drop 
them off in their classroom and then pick them up after the service.  We want to make sure all kids 
are safe and secure. Watch for take home sheets your kids will have each week.  A review for the 
week will also be posted on the WCC Children’s Ministry group on Facebook (for when the paper 
gets lost between the classroom and the car).  Join the group today!  Kids, make sure you remem-
ber to bring your Bibles to Sunday School!  

  wccmn.org/ministries/children 
Contact Children’s Ministry Director, Liz Nelson: enelson@woodburycommunitychurch.com 

Children’s Ministry 

PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER HELPING OUT! 

Who was your favorite teacher as a kid? Remember how special they made you feel? And how 
much fun you had in their class? Help our Sunday school team give these great memories to our 
church kids as we train them to be disciples for Christ.  Still looking for weekly and bi-weekly 
teachers and substitutes.  Contact Liz Nelson with questions or to help out.   

Check out the church website, woodburycommunitychurch.com or Children’s Ministry bulletin 
board. Still can’t find what you’re looking for or have questions? Email Miss Liz.  

LOOKING FOR EVENT INFO? 

woodburycommunitychurch.com
http://woodburycommunitychurch.com/ministries/children
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 * Communion 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
         
 

4 
10:00 Service*, 
          Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
Church Office Closed 

6 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Women’s Small 
        Group  
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

7 
9:00 Homeschool Grp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Elder Board Mtg. 

9 
 
 
 

10 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
         
 

 11 
9:00 Service, ABF, 
        Student Class 
10:30 Service, ABF 
          Sunday School 
 

12 
 
10:00 NorthstarPastors 
 

13 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 
6:30 MissionTeam Mtg 
8:30 SEMS Meeting 

14 
9:00 Homeschool Grp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Student Ministry 
        Large Grp/WCC 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
 
 

18 
9:00 Service, ABF, 
        Student Class 
10:30 Service, ABF 
          Sunday School 
 
 
 
       

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Women’s Small 
        Group  
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

21 
9:00 Homeschool Grp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Student Ministry 
Large Grp/Central Park 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
         
 
 
 
 

25 
9:00 Service, ABF, 
        Student Class 
10:30 Service, ABF 
          Sunday School 
 
11:30 Membership Cls. 
 
 
 
6:30 Student Ministry 
  School Prayer Tour 

26 
 
 
 
2:00 Bingo Oak Ridge 
 

27 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

28 
9:00 Homeschool Grp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Awana 
6:30 Student Ministry 
        Small Groups 

29 30  

Men’s Retreat  

Men’s Retreat  


