
Holy Week 
Devotionals 



Monday, April 15 

Man of Sorrows by Pam Faessler 

 

Most mornings I listen to and sing along with worship songs; music helps me to forget about the distractions 

of my life and to focus on our Savior. One of my favorite songs is Man of Sorrows sung by Hillsong.  As I 

sing off key and tell myself that my voice is a beautiful sound to God, I am humbled by the telling of Jesus’s 

intentional obedience as he walked up that narrow path towards Jerusalem to fulfill God’s perfect plan of 

redemption. 

 

When I hear the line “sent of Heaven, God’s own son, to purchase and redeem and reconcile the very ones 

who nailed Him to that tree” the reality of Christ’s prophesied purpose overwhelms me. No matter how 

many times I sing these words I cannot contain the awe that I hold for Jesus. He alone is righteous, He alone 

is holy, and He is willing to forgive man for all their sins, even those who physically took his life. Those 

words bring me to tears as I picture the soldiers in their feathered helmets, witnessing the stir that Jesus 

was causing in Jerusalem.  

 

Did those dealing with crowd control recognize how different the peaceful, humble man was compared to 

any criminal they had ever known? Were they curious if the rumors of his miracles were true? I wonder if 

any of these same men were sent to arrest Jesus, the enemy of the state, the so called King of the Jews, so 

that justice could be served. Those who were sent to find Jesus approached a submissive man who had just 

finished his prayers, a man who willingly allowed them to arrest him. They saw him restore the severed ear 

of a servant of the high priest. Can you imagine the confusion going on in their minds? Did they recognize 

this act as an act of mercy?  

 

Did they contemplate Christ’s respect for the rulers when he submitted to their plans to crucify him?  Did 

they see Jesus’s character in conflict with that of the supposed righteous as they attempted to  manipulate 

the law? Did any of them secretly root for justice to prevail? They watched him walk in obedience as they 

beat and mocked him. Some of them were chosen to inflict death by nailing Jesus  “to that tree”. Did they 

question the timing of the earth being shaken and the darkness that overcame the city? Did they have any 

idea of what was going on? 

 

Even after his death, as they guarded the tomb of the man who had behaved only with grace and           

righteousness, God allowed his enemies to witness a miracle. When they looked back on all that happened 

did they recognize who Jesus really is? Did they see him as the risen king? Did his patience, his obedience, 

his teaching, loving character and holiness overwhelm them? Did they realize that Jesus’s death had changed 

everything and that the gift of salvation was now theirs to accept because of the events they had helped to 

bring about? Like all of us they had to choose to recognize that a force beyond their comprehension was at 

work, calling them to come and join God’s kingdom or did they choose to miss all that his righteousness  

revealed? What about you? 

 

Do I see myself as the “very one who nailed him to that tree”?    



Tuesday, April 16 

The Discipline of Serving by Cliff Christenson 

 

John’s gospel does not contain an account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper, but it records more of what 

happened and was said at that Supper than any other gospel. In chapters 13 – 17 we read of Jesus predicting 

his death, comforting his disciples, promising the Holy Spirit, discoursing on the vine and the branches, and 

praying his great high priestly prayer.  It all begins in chapter 13 with the washing of his disciples’ feet. 

 

The practice of foot washing was not a part of my early Christian experience, but in the early 1970’s it      

became more common among many Christians. In 2006, I was invited to teach a two week course on some 

of the Christian disciplines to a group of African pastors in Uganda.  My goal was not merely to lecture on 

the disciplines, but to give them opportunities to practice them.  One discipline included foot washing, and 

we spent an entire class period doing just that.  I started by washing the feet of each student.  One comment 

I heard was, “I never thought a white man would ever wash my feet.”  After that, they washed each other’s 

feet.  There were two brothers present who had not seen each other in years, and neither knew that his 

brother would be attending the school.  When these two brothers washed each other’s feet, the whole class 

was touched and blessed.  

 

Foot washing, though, is only a sign.  The thing signified is always the most important.  Foot washing  is a sign 

of service. After washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus said, “No servant is greater than his master.” The key verse 

in Mark’s Gospel is Mark 10:45.  Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

In my own life, I have learned that serving has to be intentional.  We must be alert to the needs of others, 

and respond in faith as God allows and enables.  Our most frequent excuses are: I don’t  have time, I don’t 

have the means, I shouldn’t interfere, it might be misunderstood, it might not be appreciated, etc., etc.  All   

of these excuses have been mine, and I’ve discovered they don’t go away in retirement.  Now I have other 

limitations, but response always requires faith.  It isn’t enough to see and hear; we must act as we are 

prompted by the Holy Spirit.  The Lord has granted us the faith and strength to serve.  Our job is to obey.     



Wednesday, April 17 

Embracing The Call To Serve by Sara Lein 

 

“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” (John 13:1) And in loving his own, 

he chose to wash the feet of his disciples.  Upon finishing this act of love and service, he asks if they under-

stand what he has done. “You call me Teacher and Lord and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your 

Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set an example 

that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 

do them.” (John 13:12-17) 

 

Jesus has set an example of love and serving for us that we are called to follow.  Years ago, in my Monday 

morning small group, we studied God’s purpose for our lives.  I believed that my purpose was to be a   

mother and a teacher – to work with students that had disabilities.  And yet, as we dove further into God’s 

word, it became evident that I was called to serve – to be a light in ALL I do.  That was God’s purpose in my 

life. That purpose needed to flow through all aspects of my life – not just in my choice of career or family but 

in ALL things. As I embraced this call to serve, I noticed that God continually placed opportunities before me 

that could not be missed – chances to invest in children or teens in the local church, to encourage parents of 

students with newly identified disabilities, and to step out in faith to support an orphanage turned school in 

the heart of Port Au Prince, Haiti.  I began to notice the example my husband demonstrates as he cares for 

those in his path – serving and loving his mother as she slips away through the disease of Alzheimer’s, as he 

responds with time and attention to the refugee families in our community, and as he brings me coffee in bed 

each morning. Serving is an act of love. Serving shines the light of Jesus. 

 

Let us, reflect the love of Jesus Christ as we live out his example of serving one another. 

 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared you for since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and  you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed 

me. I was sick and you looked after me, I was   in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

 

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something 

to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes  and clothe you? When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go visit you?’ 

 

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me.’ ” (Matthew 25:34-40)          



Thursday, April 18 

Some days I Need To Be Encouraged by Pam Faessler 

 

When I read about the week leading up to Jesus’s death and resurrection I find comfort. I know it seems like 

an odd place to seek encouragement, but after more years than I like to admit, the difficult passages are what 

revealed Jesus to me. 

 

I had always been mystified by the violence, anger and bloodshed in the story of Easter until my eyes were 

opened to the beauty of Christ’s character when contrasted to the ways of men. For the first time, I came 

face to face with the righteousness of God, His standard being lived out in his son. 

 

God had surrounded my family with believers. They were different from our other friends. They were kind 

when others were angry. They spoke the truth when it wasn’t the popular opinion. They endured trials   

with grace and courage. They were generous not only with their time and money, but with the gospel.    

They pointed out to me that the hard parts of Jesus’s story were the means to a happily ever after ending. 

Eternal life. I had rejected God for years, missed out on all that he was so graciously offering, and then, one 

wonderful day in my late thirties I encountered the righteousness of God in his resurrection story. 

 

I was told how during the days prior to his crucifixion, Jesus faced the full force of his enemies; the suffering 

that Jesus experienced was horrible; yet he never lowered himself to the standards of the men who falsely 

accused him of lying, leading others astray, and blasphemy. He did not seek revenge. He showed restraint, 

grace and obedience. It was impossible for him to behave any other way. Jesus, the kind loving man we all 

know, was viewed as a criminal, endured slander, was arrested, beaten, mocked, and flogged. He stood     

before the rulers and religious leaders who were willing to bend the law to their favor, never complaining or 

showing anger. He submitted to the worlds authority in order to submit to God’s authority and plan. He was 

nailed to the cross, put on public display and left to die.  

 

The image of all that He endured is not an uplifting one, but the righteousness that Jesus revealed while    

tolerating these gruesome things is.  

 

As I heard the true words of Jesus final days I realized that the reason my brothers and sisters in Christ 

stood out from everyone else was that they strived to live by God’s standard, His righteousness. His very 

being could not be contained and they had been willing to share his story with me, one of his enemies, one  

of the very ones whose sin nailed him to the cross. 

 

I now know that God equips us to endure all that life can give us. We can stand firm with dignity and grace, 

equipped with his righteousness until the victory over death is ours to claim.  

 

How encouraging!               



Friday, April 19 

Passion by Paul J. Murphy 

 

Last Monday I was at USBank Stadium watching the championship game of the Final Four March   madness 

college basketball tournament. Fans were caught up in the game. They did not sit as polite, silent spectators, 

but rather screamed, cheered, moaned in celebration or despair depending how their team came out. They 

were passionate. 

 

This week is known as “passion week” or holy week in memory of Jesus’ passion during Passover week –  

His suffering, crucifixion and death, along with His stunning resurrection from the grave. 

 

Passion means intense, deep emotion. Jesus did more than suffer. He felt deeply about what He was         

voluntarily doing. 

 

On the final day of Passover week, heads of households brought unblemished lambs to be killed as sacrifices 

in the temple area, as a confession of their sins and the sins of the nation.  The first name used by John the 

Baptist to describe Jesus is “behold the LAMB of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

Hebrews 10 speaks of one sacrifice for sins, “for all…for all time”. 

 

Think about Jesus suffering – unfair, undeserved, abusive, humiliating, painful, tortured by sadistic  soldiers, 

publicly mocked, rejected by His fellow Jews. Now, ponder that enduring all of that He did not snap at any of 

His abusers – no snide remarks, no threats of revenge, no sarcasm or criticism.  Even to the mocking thief 

crucified near Jesus, the Lord did not voice any condemning or criticizing words.  How was Jesus able to not 

seethe, erupt, verbally strike back at His abusers?  It was more than self-control. It was “passion” – His deep 

intense feelings of love for God and love for people, even His enemies who were mocking and mistreating 

Him. 

 

You and I, as well as our neighbors, as well as our enemies…are deeply and intensely loved…by God! 

 

I leave us with the words from Isaac Watts. I recommend that you linger over them, reflect, pray and place 

yourself in these words as you respond to the Lord’s “passion” for you, 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 



Saturday, April 20 

Our Advance Party by Rex Bernardo 

 

One of the most humbling experiences I’ve had was being asked to play the role of Jesus of Nazareth in 

Crown Him, New Life Church’s Easter drama production. Over an eight-year period, I imperfectly acted as 

Jesus during 50 two-hour performances, with many more rehearsals behind the scenes. Actors prepare for 

their roles by closely studying their subject, and I spent much time learning more about our Savior—not   

only the things He said, but also how He might have comported Himself judging by how people around Him 

reacted. 

 

Different lines and scenes from the play brought me to tears at different times. One such line and scene was 

when Jesus told His disciples the following: 

 

“In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going  there to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you may 

also be where I am.” (John 14:2–3) 

 

I think of when a very important person, like the President of the United States, travels. The White House 

Presidential Advance Team plans and executes every scheduling and security detail of the President's trips at 

home and abroad. No detail is too small and no stone is left unturned to ensure that the President is safe  

and that everything goes according to plan. All of this is done because the President of the United States is 

the most powerful person in the world and is truly that important.   Of course, less important people in   

government do not enjoy the perk of an Advance Team like the President does. 

 

For you and me who are Christians, Jesus Himself is our advance party in heaven. He Himself said that He 

has gone there to prepare a place for you and me. I don’t know what heaven will be like. But I know that you 

and I have a most wonderful place waiting for us because the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords Himself  

has prepared a place for us. How humbling it is that unworthy sinners like ourselves would first of all even be 

allowed into heaven, not because of anything we have done but because of His mercy—Him being the way, 

the truth, and the life with no one coming to the God the Father except through Jesus. How humbling it is 

that us lowly imperfect creatures would be honored to have an advance party, and not an advance party in 

the form of cherubim or seraphim but an advance party in the person of Jesus Christ Himself. How can that 

be? And how humbling it is that Jesus said He will come back to take each of us, so that we will be with Him 

and we will be where He is for eternity. 

 

As I said those lines in Crown Him, I thought of how Jesus must have felt as He said those words to the  

people closest to him. I cannot help but think that Jesus spoke John 14:2–3 with a comforting and firm       

assurance, and that preparing a place for us in heaven is something that brought Him great pleasure and joy. 

 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us!     
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