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I can't remember a year in which I
have experienced as much excitement
in the month of January as this one. I
don’t think it is an exaggeration to say
that hardly a day goes by where I don’t
have discussion with people about the
way that God is moving in their lives.
God is doing amazing things in and
through the ministries of Woodbury
Community Church!
As I look back at 2014 at all that God
did, I am amazed! I see so many ways
in which the Lord has been laying
foundation for the next chapter of ministry at WCC. From the planting of a
daughter church that took away about
10% of our average attendance, to the
job transfers and moves away from the
Twin Cities that took away others, the
Lord has opened up new doors for
leadership at Woodbury Community
Church. In the past few months many
new people have stepped into leadership roles, and God is using them in
powerful ways. I am reminded of the
truth in Scripture that the Lord gives
and takes away. Blessed be the name
of the Lord!
2014 was a year that saw the continued expansion our ministries of compassion. Your generosity in January
made it possible for us to bless the
families of the Oak Ridge assisted living facility in Hastings with much
needed supplies.

Perhaps the most exciting thing that
happened in January was the completion of the adoption process that allowed two more families from our
church to welcome sons from Haiti.
Their adoption ought to be a continual
reminder of the beauty of God’s adoption of us as sons and daughters.
On Sunday, February 8, our congregation will gather once again for an annual meeting. We have much to celebrate. We know of at least 52 people
who made professions for Jesus Christ
in 2014. We experienced God’s financial blessing in the form of our third
very strong budget year in a row. We
are in a spot where we can think creatively about how to reach more people
for Jesus Christ in 2015. REACH|15 is
nearing an end, and there is some significant work that needs to be done to
finish strong - but it is exciting work!
As we gather on February 8, we will
celebrate the year that was, but more
than that, will look forward to where
we sense God is leading us in the
future. We are just five years away
from the year 2020, and it is time to
ask the Lord for His 20/20 Vision for
the year 2020.
I hope you’ll join us on February 8,
starting at 6:00 PM as we dream
together about what God has in store
for the future of WCC. See you there!
In Him,
Pastor Brian
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All are encouraged to attend, but only WCC members have the ability to vote.

“I Can Handle It”
Said that recently? Know someone
who has?
Perfect! You, or your friend, is actually
exactly who Stephen Ministry wants
to serve. Truth be told, if you truly
couldn’t handle it, Stephen Ministry
would likely refer you to a professional caregiver. In fact, Stephen
Ministry is designed specifically for
people who could handle it on their
own, but shouldn’t have to.
Why? Scripture specifically says we’re
to “bear each other’s burdens.”
Stephen Ministers are just like you or
me – people who have been through
their share of transitions, griefs and
difficulties – but want to live out that
scriptural call, and have undergone
extensive training to be able to more
effectively walk alongside others going through a tough time themselves.
They learn how to listen, how to help
you work through your thoughts, how
to choose when to speak and when to
just stay silent, how to avoid saying
the wrong thing, and how to respect
your thoughts, feelings and individual
process of coping.

Already have support? Good! In Christian community, most of us have family, friends, small groups and others
willing to talk, pray and provide support. But when was the last time you
were able to talk for an hour straight
about what you’re dealing with, never
feeling the pressure to reciprocate or
allow the conversation to move back
to the other person? Stephen Ministry
matches you one-to-one with a caregiver who encourages you to do exactly that – every week, for as long as
you feel it’s helpful. Whether that’s
just a month or as much as a year or
more, that caregiver will see you
through and stick with you, no matter
what.
So, whether you’re dealing with a wayward child, grieving the illness or loss
of a loved one, struggling with family
or relationship issues, or coping with
another transition or difficult time,
please make a step to take care of
yourself. All it takes is one phone call
to get started. Call Lori Halbur, our
referrals coordinator, at 651-2462047, and she will arrange a time to
talk with you about Stephen Ministry

and help determine if it’s a good fit
for you. Once matched with a Stephen
Minister, it’s up to you and your caregiver to find a good time and place to
meet that works for both of you, so
you can relax knowing that every
effort will be made to work with your
schedule.
Right now, WCC has five Stephen Ministers – both men and women – ready
to serve, along with several just starting the process of being trained. Anyone is welcome to request a Stephen
Minister, so we encourage you to invite friends, neighbors and co-workers
to take advantage of this resource as
well. Knowing it’s hard to take that
first step, you might even just ask
permission to pass along his/her
name and number to Lori, so she can
take the pressure off to make the first
contact. You can also pass along a
flyer or brochure and encourage him
or her to make the call. Either way,
we hope that anyone experiencing a
difficult time will utilize this resource.
We look forward to serving you!
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This 2-day gathering will bring women together to wrestle
with the belief that God is real, the places in our lives where
we are struggling with unbelief, how can we overcome
unbelief and what God can do with our belief.
Friday Feb 6: 1:30-10PM and
Saturday Feb 7: 8:30AM-5PM
Haveman Home
14665 80th Street S
Denmark Twp, MN 55033
To Register: 651-307-2816, dthaveman@mac.com or
on-line at https://ifgathering.com/gatherings/9394/

Come join us to welcome

Gefte Rodriguez,
Stanley Haroldson
and davensly pearcy
Sunday, march 1st
after the 10:30am service
Baked potato bar will be served

Gift ideas: gift cards to Target,
dick sporting goods,
Boys Clothing size 10-12
Questions contact:
penny lavick 651-271-8110

Join us on Monday, Feb. 16th at 2 pm
for a fun time playing Bingo with the
elderly at Oak Ridge Assisted Living
Center. Contact Pam Faessler
at gnfaessler@gmail.com or
651-731-3696 for more information.

For the past couple of years the Moms Club
Woodbury-South have been meeting in our
church once a month.
On Wednesday, January 21st
their leader, Jordan Nelson,
presented our church with a
new Dyson vacuum cleaner
in appreciation for us allowing them to meet at WCC.
Linda O’Keefe accepted the
vacuum on behalf of WCC.
It is amazing to see God’s
work in the church and in
the community as He continues to bring groups like
Moms Club to Woodbury
Community Church.
We are so grateful for this gift!
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He took the children in his arms, placed his
hands on them and blessed them. Mark 10:16

SHARE THE LOVE…JOIN OUR TEAM!
Nursery Has Critical Need
Our Nursery Ministry has
the privilege of caring for a
continually growing number
of children. On any given
Sunday we have up to 12
children in our care, mostly
younger infants. We heartily
welcome these children in
the name of Jesus, and enjoy
the opportunity we have to
get to know them as we lovingly care
for them each Sunday morning.
While a growing nursery is a wonderful gift, it brings with it the need
for a growing number of Caregivers.
In order to provide our littlest ones

NURSERY

and their families with high quality
care, our nursery needs to be staffed
with a minimum of 3
Caregivers each service
hour. Currently, our team
of 27 Caregivers (adults,
youth and subs) is stepping up their volunteering
to cover this need, but
this is not a sustainable
solution. The Nursery
Ministry and its Team
Members would greatly benefit
from 5 ADDITIONAL ADULT
VOLUNTEERS. Growing our
Nursery Team is CRITICAL to
maintaining a safe, happy, and
meaningful nursery experience
for both our young families and

our Caregivers. Please keep the
Nursery Ministry in your prayers and
consider how God might use you to
help meet this need.
If you have love in your heart for
children and want to make a difference in the lives of our young
families here at WCC, we invite
you to SHARE THE LOVE and
JOIN OUR TEAM!
For more information, please
contact:
Joan Haugen
WCC Nursery Coordinator
651-276-2526
jjhaugen@att.net

BUILDING EVENT – You won’t want to miss it!

A healthy Nursery Ministry is made
possible with a strong team of welltrained Caregivers. Each of our Nursery Team Members receives a background check, Nursery Caregiver
Orientation, and additional training
via Team Building Events (TBE) held
twice each year.
Nursery TBE’s are crucial to the
effectiveness of our ministry by hilighting important policies/procedures
and ministry changes, providing relevant training on caring for the specific

needs of our children at the time, and
helping the team members get to
know one another better.

Our next Nursery TBE will be held:

Monday, February 23rd
6:30-8:30pm
Conference Room B
RSVP to Joan by Friday, Feb. 20th
651-276-2526
jjhaugen@att.net

Liz Nygren and I are working hard to
prepare for a wonderful night of
learning and encouragement for our
awesome Nursery Team. We don't
want to be just a babysitting service
at the church on Sunday mornings.
We want to be a program that truly
ministers to our young families and
their children with care that is wellinformed, loving, and consistently
excellent. Your participation in this
event will help us do just that…SO
PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT
TO ATTEND! Thank you! =)
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He took the children in his arms, placed his
hands on them and blessed them. Mark 10:16

God Is In The Church Nursery By Tony Kummer
Where is God on Sunday morning? Of course, God is everywhere. We know that God is enthroned in the praises of his people. (Psalm 22:3) When we gather
to worship – God is with us.
We know
that God
is there
when we
pray. Jesus said,
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I
among them.” (Matthew 18:20)
When we pray – God is with us.
We know that God is there when
his Word is read, preached, loved
and obeyed. The Lord says, “I am

PLEASE NOTE:
Effective February 1, 2015, the
nursery will be locked when not in
use. Should you need to access the
nursery or request use of it, please
contact Linda O’Keefe, WCC Office Administrator (651-739-1427)
or Joan Haugen, Nursery Coordinator (651-276-2526).
Thank you.

watching over my word to perform
it.” (Jeremiah 1:12) When the Bible speaks – God is with us.
We know that God is everywhere.
“Can a man hide himself in secret
places so that I cannot see him?”
declares the LORD.” Do I not fill
heaven and earth?” declares the
LORD.” (Jeremiah 23:24) “The
eyes of the LORD are in every
place, keeping watch on the evil
and the good.” (Proverbs 15:3) No
matter where we go – God is with
us.

ever receives one such child in my
name receives me, and whoever
receives me, receives not me but
him who sent me.” (Mark 9:36-37)
When you welcome a child in the
name of Jesus you welcome Jesus himself. When we minister to
children – God is with us.
If you wonder why so many people are blessed by serving in the
church nursery…now you know –
God is there.

But did you know that God is back
in the church nursery? “And Jesus
took a child and put him in the
midst of them, and taking him in
his arms, he said to them, “Who
“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me” Matthew 18:5
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Announcements:

February Fun for the Family!
What is something you can do as a
family to show love to another?
Make Valentines together, make a
list of the reasons you love each
other, or as a family show love to
someone out in the community.
Kids, we’d all love to hear what
you did on a Sunday morning!

February 15th will be our first
MARBLE PARTY!! Great job
at saying your memory verses &
bringing your Bibles. Keep it up!
Bring a friend & come join us for
Zone 4:12 every Wednesday night
from 6:30-7:30 pm.

Prayer Requests:




That Zone 4:12 will be a successful outreach to the community
For our friends and family members that are sick or hurting
That we can all find ways to show Jesus love to others this month

Memory Verse of the Month:
“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
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Monthly Newsletter

February 2015

LISTEN, LEARN, SERVE
StudentLife Summer Mission Trip - CHICAGO - JULY 26-AUG 1, 2015

SUMMER MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION BEGINS SOON
Registration and trip details will be available early February. For now save the dates! This trip for current 6th-12th
graders will be an amazing week!

URBAN MISSION WEEKEND

SPRING CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

FEB 13-16

Winter Retreat

MAR 20-22 Urban Mission Weekend with
Urban Ventures
MAY 16
Be sure and save the dates for this impactful
weekend. A great way to explore a side Minneapolis that we don’t always see!...and a great
primer for anybody going on our summer mission
trip! Dates: March 20-22.

Paintball Outing

SMALL GROUP NIGHTS (1st and 3rd Wed’s):
FEB 4 & 18, MAR 4 & 18, APR 1 & 15,
MAY 6 & 20

www.woodburycommunitychurch.com/students

Woodbury Community Church

Sunday
9:00 Service*, ABF,
Youth Classes
10:30 Service*, ABF,
Faith Zone
11:45 College/Young
Adult Ministry
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Monday

Tuesday

1

2

Wednesday

3
6:00 Men’s Bible Study
Panera Bread, Wdby.

4

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5
5:30 School of Disc.
9:00 Men’s Bible Study
Perkins, Wdby.
9:30 Women’s Bible
Study

6
8:30 HomeSchool Grp.

7
7:00 Men’s Bible Study
at WCC
8:30 IF Gathering
Haveman’s Home
9:00 Soccer Shots

1:30 IF Gathering
Haveman’s Home

6:30 Girl Scouts 54734

9:00 Service, ABF,
Youth Classes
10:30 Service, ABF,
Faith Zone
11:45 College/Young
Adult Ministry

8

9
10:30 NorthstarPastors

6:30 Women’s Small
Group @ WCC

6:30 Zone 4:12
6:30 Youth Small Gps.

10
6:00 Men’s Bible Study
Panera Bread, Wdby.

8:15 Moms in Prayer

11

6:30 Addictions Min.
12
9:00 Men’s Bible Study
Perkins, Wdby.
9:30 Women’s Bible
Study

13

14
7:00 Men’s Bible Study
at WCC
9:00 Soccer Shots

Youth Winter Retreat @ CFS
6:00 Annual Meeting

15
9:00 Service, ABF,
Youth Classes
10:30 Service, ABF,
Faith Zone
11:45 College/Young
Adult Ministry

16
Church Office Closed

6:30 Missions Team

6:30 Zone 4:12

17
6:00 Men’s Bible Study
Panera Bread, Wdby.

8:15 Moms in Prayer

6:00 Board of Elders
18

10:00 Moms Club So.

6:30 Addictions Min.

19
5:30 School of Disc.
9:00 Men’s Bible Study
Perkins, Wdby.
9:30 Women’s Bible
Study

20

21
7:00 Men’s Bible Study
at WCC
9:00 Soccer Shots

2:00 Bingo at Oak
Ridge Assisted Living

Youth Winter Retreat @ CFS
6:30 Girl Scouts 54734
22
9:00 Service, ABF,
Youth Classes
10:30 Service, ABF,
Faith Zone
11:45 College/Young
Adult Ministry

7:00 Youth ROCK
* Communion

23

6:30 Nursery Team
Building Event

6:30 Women’s Small
Group @ WCC

6:30 Zone 4:12
6:30 Youth Small Gps.

24
6:00 Men’s Bible Study
Panera Bread, Wdby.

8:15 Moms in Prayer

6:30 Zone 4:12

25

6:30 Addictions Min.
26
9:00 Men’s Bible Study
Perkins, Wdby.
9:30 Women’s Bible
Study

27

28
7:00 Men’s Bible Study
at WCC
9:00 Soccer Shots

6:30 Addictions Min.
www.woodburycommunitychurch.com

