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Dear WCC Family, 

 

It’s December, and that means that it’s 

the most wonderful time of the year! 

Christmas season is a time for us to re-

flect upon the greatest gift ever given to 

humanity – Jesus. This Advent Season 

we will be looking at traditional Christ-

mas passages that tell the story of 

Christ’s birth, plus other passages in the 

New Testament where Jesus talks about 

the reason that He came to earth. Make 

plans now to be at as many of our De-

cember services as you can make.  You 

won’t want to miss a week.  

 

We invite you and your 

family to join us for our 

Christmas Eve Service at 

3:30 or 5:00 pm.  We 

will conclude our Advent 

series “The Gift - Un-

wrapping the Reason for 

Christmas” with my ser-

mon titled “The Greatest 

Gift Ever Given”.  This 

is a wonderful opportunity to invite 

friends and family to witness the greatest 

gift ever given, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

On Sunday, December 13, our Children’s 

Ministries department will present our  

annual Christmas musical. Several of our 

children have been hard at work on this 

presentation. We’ll have our normal ser-

vice at 9 AM followed by the Christmas 

musical at 10:30, with an encore presen-

tation at 6 PM that night.  

 

All month long, our Compassion Minis-

tries are hosting sponsoring Christmas 

With Compassion. This service  project  

 

 

blesses individuals and families all over 

the world – from Woodbury to Haiti. 

Please consider how your  family can get 

involved.  

 

Finally, December marks the end of our 

fiscal year. Last month I sent the congre-

gation a letter about the significant deficit 

in this year’s ministry budget. We only 

have a few weeks to try to make this up. 

Without a miracle, we will have to make 

some difficult decisions moving into the 

2016 budget year. Will you prayerfully 

consider giving a special Christmas gift 

to Woodbury Commu-

nity Church this year? I 

want you to remember 

that your gift funds a 

ministry that changes 

lives. Thank you for 

being a part of the 

Woodbury Community 

Church family and help-

ing us accomplish our 

vision of honoring God by making more 

disciples for Jesus Christ. You can make 

a donation in our Sunday offerings, mail-

ing a check to the church office, or 

through the online giving link on our 

website. (Please note: in order for these 

gifts to be tax deductible, they must be 

postmarked and/or given by noon on  

December 31, 2015.) 

 

Thank you for your continued faithful-

ness in representing Christ in the Twin 

Cities and around the world! May you 

have a blessed Christmas! 

 

In Him, Pastor Brian  

 



 

 

Current world events have our hearts breaking, often feeling hopeless to do anything to alleviate the suffering and fear. 

However, we can alleviate suffering and bring hope to many in our community and elsewhere. In the next couple of 

weeks, we’ll be wrapping up our Christmas with Compassion drive for this year. Please pray whether God would have 

you be hands and feet for any of our Compassion Ministries by contributing to their Christmas needs, and perhaps get-

ting involved after the season has passed. 

 

 Christian Cupboard Emergency Food Shelf is collecting toys for ages 0-10 ($30 or less), 

       Target and Wal-Mart gift cards for teens, and grocery store gift cards ($25 or $30). 

 

 Kozefo is seeking 14 student sponsorships at the Port-au-Prince school in Haiti at 

       $30 per month to cover school fees and supplies for the 2015-2016 academic year. 

 

 Refugee Life Ministries is gathering much-needed winter gear for the 

       refugee families, including new or gently used winter boots, sweatshirts,  

       snow pants, gloves and scarves. 

 

 Safe Families for Children is collecting new children’s Bibles and elementary-level Bibles for children being hosted 

while their families are in crisis or transition. 

 

 Share Because You Care is requesting new bath towel and washcloth sets for 67 residents at the government-

subsidized Oak Ridge Assisted Living facility in Hastings. 

 

A display board is posted in the lobby with reminder slips for each ministry. Please choose a ministry need or two, take a 

reminder slip, and bring items in to the appropriate collection bin in the WCC lobby by December 13. This season, let’s 

bring hope to those served by our Compassion Ministries. 
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Christmas with Compassion 

2015 

CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 13th 
10:30 am & 6:00 pm 

Join us after the 6:00 performance for 

Christmas fellowship.  Each family is asked to 

bring Christmas cookies/treats for this event. 



 

 

membership class at 
 
Would you like to learn more about Woodbury Community Church? 
Would you like to become a member of Woodbury Community Church?  
Join Pastor Brian for the WCC Membership Class on 
 

Sunday, December 6th from 12 - 3 pm 

or 
Monday, December 7th from 6 - 9 pm 

 

This class will clearly explain who we are as a church and what we be-
lieve.  We will provide the tools necessary to help you become a spiritu-
ally mature disciple of Jesus Christ.  Our hope is that this class will 
equip you to take a step towards understanding how your uniquely  
designed personality, coupled with the spiritual gifts God has given 
you, will connect you and help you grow at WCC.   
 

To register, visit our website woodburycommunitychurch.com and click 
on the front page banner for membership class. 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Brian at bschulenburg@ 
woodburycommunitychurch.com. 

MEN’S GATHERING 

7 pm at WCC ~ Food Provided! 

It’s never too late to join! 

All men, young or seasoned, 
high school age & up 

are invited. 

Upcoming meeting dates:  

 December 4
th
 

 January 8
th
  

 January 29
th
  

 March 4
th
   

For more information or questions, 
contact: Brian Tapperson at  

btapperson@gmail.com 
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We are in need of volunteers to help 
with bingo at Oak Ridge Assisted 
Living Center. 
 

Please join us at 2:00 pm on  
Monday, December 7th. 
 

If you are unable to join us, but would 
like to help out; we are in need to $5 
Walmart gift cards.  We use the gift 
cards as bingo prizes and usually 
give away 8-10 cards per visit. 
 

Contact Pam Faessler at 651-731-
3696 or gnfaessler@gmail.com for 
more information.   

Help us this holiday season by decorating the sanctuary with Christmas Poinsettia plants! 

You can place an order for a Poinsettia Plant in honor or memory of your loved ones.  A  

beautiful poinsettia plant will be purchased for you which will decorate our sanctuary for our  

Christmas Eve service.  You are welcome to take your plant home following the Christmas Eve service. 

Order forms are available in the lobby or you can contact Linda, in the church office, to order your plant today! 

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA PLANT 

TUESDAY, DEC. 15TH 
7:00 PM 

 

WCC MEN AND HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS ARE INVITED 

 

$30/TICKET 
 

SIGN-UP IN THE LOBBY 
 

For more details, contact  
Bob Hanson at 651-797-4909 

or mnbob70@gmail.com  

MEN’S MINISTRY EVENT 
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Woodbury Community Church – December Prayer Guide 
By Drew Mattison 

It is the desire of our church to be 

unified in prayer. There are many 

references in scripture that point to 

the priority of prayer, and how we 

as the body of Christ are called to 

pray. We are to be diligent, honest 

and expectant in our prayer lives. 

Prayer is both about speaking to 

and hearing from God. Also, when 

we as a body pray, we can expect 

Him to respond. During December, 

please bring these ideas for prayer 

to your small groups, your families, 

and your individual times of prayer 

to help facilitate unity in prayer 

from Woodbury Community 

Church. 

 

This is the second monthly prayer 

guide for Woodbury Community 

Church. In each of these monthly 

prayer guides, there will be two 

areas of prayer to focus on. One 

will be around an area of personal 

growth or discipline. The other will 

be around an area of petition in our 

world.  

 

This month, the prayer area for 

growth and discipline will be guided 

by Thom Rainer’s book I Am a 

Church Member. This was a book 

we read and discussed in School of 

Discipleship in November, and it 

has many powerful ideas of what 

we can do as members of the 

church to ensure our church body 

is healthy and living out God’s plan 

for us in Woodbury this Christmas 

season and beyond. The chapter 

titles of the book include the fol-

lowing: 

 

1) I will be a functioning church 

member 

2) I will be a unifying church  

member 

3) I will not let my church be 

about my preferences and    

desires 

4) I will pray for my church     

leaders 

5) I will lead my family to be 

healthy church members 

6) I will treasure church        

membership as a gift 

 

A summary of the book is the con-

cept that we belong to the church, 

the body of Christ, to follow Jesus’ 

example to serve, not to be served. 

To feed, not be fed. This month, I 

encourage all of us to pray about 

how we can support the mission of 

Woodbury Community Church. 

Each chapter ends with a specific 

pledge that we are encouraged to 

take. Chapter 4 ends with this 

pledge: 

 

I will pray for my pastor every 

day. I understand that the pas-

tor’s work is never ending. His 

days are filled with numerous  

demands that bring emotional 

highs and lows. He must deal 

with critics. He must be a good 

husband and father. Because my 

pastor cannot do all things in his 

own power, I will pray for his 

strength and wisdom daily.  

 

As a church body, I encourage us  

all to support Pastors Brian and 

Darrin along with Jason, Liz and 

Linda with daily prayer as they lead 

us. I also encourage you to pur-

chase or borrow Thom Rainer’s 

book and reflect and pray on how 

you can better support the mission 

of Woodbury Community Church. 

 

The second topic of prayer is for 

Christmas with Compassion. Pray 

that the ministries that Woodbury 

Community Church supports will 

be effective in their call to bring the 

good news of the gospel forward 

during this Christmas season. Pray 

that impoverished children would 

be educated, refugees would be 

cared for and welcomed, the hun-

gry would be fed, broken families 

would be healed, and the elderly 

would be valued. 

YEAR END GIVING 
      All contributions to WCC need to 
         be in the church office by noon         
                  on Thursday, December 31st  
                     to be included in your  
                        2015 giving statement. 
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Liz Nelson, Director of Children & Family Ministries 
enelson@woodburycommunitychurch.com 

December 2015 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

12.05 Program Rehearsal 

12.09 Kids Christmas Party 

12.12 Dress Rehearsal 

12.13 Kids Christmas Program 

12.27 NO Sunday School 

01.18 “Snow Day” Family Event 

December 9 
6:30-8pm 

 
Bring a wrapped $5 gift, labeled “boy” or “girl” 

for a gift exchange. 
 

Parents are welcome but not required to stay. 

Try These At Home… 

Make a Prayer Garland! Cut out 24 green and 
red construction paper strips. On each strip, 
write the name of a family member, friend or 
ministry. Staple the strips as links into one 
long garland. Hang the garland in your apart-
ment or house as a decoration.   

Every day in December, have a family mem-
ber remove one of the paper strips. As a fami-
ly, pray for the person or ministry whose 
name is on that strip of paper. 

Christmas Card Prayers As Chr istmas 
cards arrive during December, place them in 
a basket in a noticeable area. Once a day, 
pull out one card and pray for that person or 
family together. Keep the Christmas card 
basket out all year and pray regularly for 
other families. 

You may want to write the person a note 
signed by your family that says, "We prayed 
for you today." 

mailto:enelson@woodburycommunitychurch.com


 

 

Let’s celebrate the grace given to us through the birth of Jesus!  Join us for a very special month of 

events and gatherings.  Look for more event info on our “News & Events” page. 
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For more info, visit: 

www.woodburycommunitychurch.com/students 

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES, SAVE THE DATES: 

Our middle school summer trip is August 1-4.  Be watching for more details 

in the coming weeks. 

WINTER RETREAT STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Middle and high school students are encouraged to apply for this year’s Winter Re-

treat Student Leadership Team.  Selected students will help plan and facilitate our 

retreat event in February.  Application Deadline: December 17th @ noon.   Visit our 

“News & Events” page for more info and to access the application.  
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* Communion woodburycommunitychurch.com 

Woodbury Community Church 

S u n M o n Tu e W e d Th u Fr i  S a t  

  1 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Women’s Small 
        Group @ WCC-B 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Student Life  
        Small Groups 

3 
5:30 School of Disc. 
9:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        Perkins, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 NAMI Support Grp 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Men’s Gathering 

5 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        at WCC 
 
10-12 Christmas Prgm. 
          Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 WCC Christmas 
        Party - Stillwater 

2nd Sunday of Advent       6 
9:00 Service*, ABF,  
   Student Life Classes 
10:30 Service*, ABF, 
          Faith Zone 
12:00 Membership  
          Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2:00 Bingo-Oak Ridge 
 
 
6:00 Membership 
        Class 
6:15 Girl Scouts 

8 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
9:30 Moms Club 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 
8:30 SEMS Meeting 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Children’s Min. 
        Christmas Party 

10 
9:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        Perkins, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Board of Elders 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Middle School 
        Top Chef Party 

12 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        at WCC 
 
 
10-12 Christmas Prgm. 
          Dress Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
7:00 High School 
       Christmas Party 

3rd Sunday of Advent     13 
9:00 Service, ABF,  
   Student Life Classes 
10:30 Children’s 
Christmas Program, 
ABF 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Children’s 
Christmas Program 
8:00 Student Life ROCK 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Women’s Small 
        Group @ WCC-B 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Student Life  
        Small Groups 

17 
5:30 School of Disc. 
9:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        Perkins, Wdby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 NAMI Support Grp 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        at WCC 
 
 
 

4th Sunday of Advent     20 
9:00 Service, ABF,  
   Student Life Classes 
10:30 Service, ABF, 
          Faith Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Student Life ROCK 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts 

22 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 
 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Small Group at 
        Faessler’s Home 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 Service 
 
5:00 Service 

25 
 
Church Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        at WCC 
 
 

27 
9:00 Service  
10:30 Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
6:00 Men’s Bible Study 
Panera Bread, Wdby. 

30 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
12:00 Year End Giving 
          Deadline 

 
 

 

Student Life Planet Wisdom Conference 

Christmas 
Day 


