
Sister Mary Jane Sola 

 

Revelation 21:4 

 

“He will wipe every tear  

from their eyes.  

There will be no more  

death or mourning  

or crying or pain,  

for the old order of things  

has passed away." 

9201 W. St. Francis Road 

Frankfort, IL 60423-8330 
 

815.469.4895 
 

Email: sisters@fssh.net 

Twitter: @FranciscansFSSH 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/FSSHNET 

Website: www.fssh.net 

“ I WILL SEND DOWN A SHOWER OF ROSES FROM 
THE HEAVENS. I WILL SPEND MY HEAVEN  

DOING GOOD ON EARTH.”  
ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX 

  

Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 

connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 

visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 

and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To honor the memory of Sister Mary Jane 

and her loving concern for others,  

a donation can be made to the Franciscan 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further  

our works of neighborly love  

for those in need. 

 

Thank you for enabling Sister to continue 

doing good on earth through  

your generosity. 
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Anne’s whom Sister cared for in 1960 contacted her 
a few years ago. She told Sister that the success she 
has known since then has been largely due to what 
Sister had done for her at St. Anne’s. It was also at St. 
Anne’s that Sister lovingly cared for Mother Ursuline 
Greider in her time of final illness. Throughout the 
years, many Sisters requested Sister Mary Jane to be 
with them the night after surgery because of her 
ability to sense and compassionately provide for 
their every need.   
 

Nursing was her first love! However, in 1962 when a 
particular need arose, Sister was asked to move into 
teaching. Her 30+ years in education, ministering as 
a principal and teacher, took her to St. Joseph 
School, Dyer, IN, Sacred Heart School, Springfield, IL, 
St. Thomas School, Oroville, CA, and St. Mary School, 
Mokena, IL. Sister was most at home in the first 
grade classroom where she delighted in giving the 
students the best possible educational foundation. 
One parent said, “I attribute my children’s maturity, 
responsibility and respect for others to their early 
training with Sister. She is what Catholic education is 
all about!” Another parent remarked, “Around 
school Sister is called MJ. The Chicago Bulls couldn’t 
replace him, and neither can our school replace 
Sister!” After one of her students became a social 
worker, she came back to tell Sister that she was the 
most influential teacher in her grade school years, 
giving her a great deal of confidence and always 
telling her that she could accomplish anything. 
Certainly Sister was forming precious lives for 
greatness. When full-time teaching was no longer 
possible, she continued to tutor students until she 
fully retired in 2008. 
 

Having that bold Italian thread, no matter what 
needed to be done, Sister would do it. Whether it 
was visiting a shut-in, taking food to a person in 
need, praying at the bedside of the dying, taking 
communion to a homebound person, chatting with 
a lonely neighbor, decoupaging a picture or formal 
invitation, or creating a floral arrangement—all were 
done with great love and care. Perhaps the most 
grace-filled patterns were found in Sister’s elder 
years. With worry-free confidence in the Lord’s care 

for her, Sister could usually be found with a 
rosary in hand. Very frequently she lifted up 
special and urgent requests to her favorite 
saint, St. Therese, the Little Flower, who on 
many occasions sent her a rose signifying a 
prayer answered, sometimes quite 
miraculously.  
 

On October 1, 2015, the Feast of St. Therese, 
the Little Flower, Sister came home to the 
Motherhouse because of health needs. 
During the short time of her illness, her 
caregivers often heard from her lips these 
precious words, “I love you.” On November 3, 
2015, God loved her exceedingly and 
brought her home to himself. We extend our 
sympathy to Sister Mary Jane’s sister-in-law 
Fran, her many nieces, nephews  and friends.  
 

Sister Mary Jane, you have been a special gift 
to us through your friendship, your prayers 
and your ministry. We love you, too, and will 
miss you very much. But we know that you 
are now at last reunited with your dear 
mother, father and four brothers whom you 
loved to call Diamelli (Lee), Fiorelli (Louis), 
Fiorendi (Joseph) and Gilendo (Gene). Sister 
Mary Jane, may this heavenly reunion be the 
happiest you have ever experienced, and 
may St. Therese welcome you with the first 
rose of eternity. 

Interment: Resurrection Cemetery,  
Romeoville, Illinois 

 

 

At Rest  
November 3, 2015 

Sister Mary Jane Sola was born on October 
26, 1920, in Caltrano, Vicenza, Italy, to 
Joseph and Domenica (Magnabosco) Sola 
and was given the name Angela Maria. 
Some five months later, she was brought by 
her family to America, and she never 
allowed anyone to forget her Italian roots. 
She lost her mother at the tender age of 10. 
Shortly after, her father found it necessary 
to place her, along with her four younger 
brothers, in St. Vincent Orphanage in 
Freeport, IL. During the next five years, 
Maria became well-acquainted with our 
Sisters who ministered there, and a desire 
to be a Sister like them was nurtured in her. 
 

That desire was followed at the age of 18 
when Maria entered the Franciscan Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart on September 6, 1939. 
On March 19, 1940, she was received as a 
Novice and was given the name Sister Mary 
Jane. After two years of formation, she 
professed First Vows on March 19, 1942, 
and Final Vows on March 19, 1945.  
 

Sister also followed her heart’s desire to 
become a nurse by graduating from St. 
Joseph School of Nursing in Joliet, IL, in 
1945. In 1951 she received a Bachelor of 
Science in Education from DePaul 
University in Chicago, IL. Her 17-year 
nursing career took her from St. Joseph 
Hospital, Joliet, IL, to St. Anthony Hospital, 
Chicago, IL, to Sacred Heart Hospital, 
Garrett, IN, to St. Anne’s Maternity Hospital, 
Los Angeles, CA. One of the girls from St. 

                                Lord, make me  

an instrument of Your peace.    

    

Sr. Mary Jane 
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