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“BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS… 
DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED, FOR THE LORD  

YOUR GOD WILL BE WITH YOU  
WHEREVER YOU GO” (JOS 1:9) 

  

Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 

connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 

visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 

and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To honor the memory of Sister Francelina 

and her loving concern for others,  

a donation can be made to the Franciscan 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further  

our works of neighborly love  

for those in need. 
 

Thank you for enabling Sister to continue 

doing good on earth through  

your generosity. 
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In  

Loving 

Memory 

“For I am convinced 

that neither death,  

nor life, nor angels,  

nor principalities,  

nor present things,  

nor future things,  

nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other 

creature will be able to 

separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus  

our Lord.” 



On February 2, 1996, Sister Francelina 
pronounced her first vows and began her 
ministry in Barcarena, giving of her time and 
talents especially at the base community of São 
Pedro and also at various communities in the 
parish. Later that same year, she returned to 
Icoaraci and started her journey with the São José 
base community. Because of the relationships 
that she built there, she decided to pronounce 
her final vows in 2001 in this small chapel with 
the people that she grew to love and who  
loved her.  
 
During the rest of the years with which God 
blessed her, she was willing to serve at any of the 
convents, but she was especially happy when 
asked to open a new convent with Sr. Iaci 
Miranda in Macapá in the state of Amapá in 
2001. It was a short mission of only two years 
there, due to the leaving of some of the women 
in formation and the need for her presence back 
in Pará.    
 
Sister did many ministries during her years—
catechetical work, liturgy, vocation ministry, adult 
formation—but she was most happy working with 
bioenergetics and the medicines made from the 
plants, barks and roots of the Amazon jungle. She 
trained a group of women who worked at her 
side with great zeal to discover new medicinal 
plants to heal the people with non-chemical ways 
at a very reasonable cost. The poor just could not 
afford to buy medicines at the pharmacy. Her last 
employment was with the city of Barcarena 
where she worked as a city health agent who 
covered a certain geographical part of the town. 
She would visit the families, make note of their 
illnesses and living conditions, give health 
orientations, and inform the proper authorities of 
those who needed help. The people she cared for 
in her area had little money, but they loved Sister 
Francelina, so chickens, eggs, fruits, and plants 
always appeared at the convent door for her as 
their expression of gratitude. 

At home Sister Francelina was a good cook 
who didn’t like to use recipes but loved trying 
out new dishes. She would never think of 
buying a ready-made cake, no matter what 
the time pressure was. She would stay up late 
at night to bake and cook when there was a 
feast day the next day. She loved home-grown 
chickens and eggs, very organic in today’s 
world, and was always trying to raise chickens 
and ducks. She even tried to raise fish in 
Barcarena. She liked dogs, but she got very 
angry when they ate her hens and chicks! She 
always came home with new plants, and the 
yards at the convents where she lived always 
looked like true jungles! Her roots as a 
“paraense” (someone born in Pará) and 
especially as someone from Óbdios, were very 
strong; thus her connection to the land, the 
jungle, the animals and the customs of the 
people from Pará. 
 
Dear Sister Francelina, we will miss you very 
much, your dedication, your agitation, your 
impatience at times, and of course your 
unique way of expressing your love and 
concern for others through your Franciscan 
heart. We are sure that your heaven must be a 
comforting piece of the Amazon jungle with 
fried fish, tapioca and acai. 
 
 

Interment:  Max Domini Cemetery, Marituba, Pará, Brazil 

 

 

At Rest  
November 3, 2015 

Sister Francelina Lopes Guimarães was 
born in Óbidos, Pará, Brazil on October 4, 
1965, to Antonio Costa Guimarães and 
Juvenila Lopes Guimarães and had five 
sisters and four brothers. Francelina was 
interested in religious life as a young 
woman and entered the Missionary 
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception in 
Pedreira in Belém. However the time was 
not right yet; and after a short time, she 
left that community. Sometime later she 
met Bishop Jude Prost, OFM, and he 
encouraged her to speak with Sister 
Guadalupe de La O about entering the 
Irmãs Franciscanas do Sagrado Coração 
in Icoaraci. In 1992 Francelina entered 
the Sacred Heart Convent in Icoaraci as 
an aspirant and in 1993 continued there 
as a postulant. In 1994 she began her 
novitiate at Our Lady of Angels Convent 
at the same site as the Tabor Retreat 
House. This was her canonical year of 
silence and quiet during which 
Francelina learned how to pray and to 
begin the challenge of calming down her 
spontaneous and sometimes impulsive 
self. Part of her second year novitiate was 
spent at the Sacred Heart Social Center 
preparing to begin a new life of ministry, 
caring for other people and living her 
Franciscan spirituality. 
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                                Lord, make me  

an instrument of Your peace.    

    

Sr. Francelina 


