
Sr. Mary Flora Papesh 

 

Revelation 21:4 

 

“He will wipe every tear  

from their eyes.  

There will be no more  

death or mourning  

or crying or pain,  

for the old order of things  

has passed away." 
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FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART 

“WE SHOULD PRAY ALWAYS  
AND NOT LOSE HEART” (LK 18:1) 

  

Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 
connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 
visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 
and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To honor the memory of Sister through a:  

   memorial donation 

   living tree 

   paver for peace 

   bench on the grounds  
of  St. Francis Woods 

please call Gerry at 815.464.3882. 
or send an email to: 
geraldine.guzaitis@presencehealth.org 
 

 

1924—2015 

In Loving 
Memory 



Hospital, Aurora, IL, as Night Supervisor; to St. 
Joseph Hospital, Elgin, IL, as Supervisor of 
Medical and Surgical Units; to St. Francis 
Hospital, Freeport, IL, and Sacred Heart Home, 
Avilla, IN, as Director of Nursing Service.  
 
In 1979 Sister’s interest turned toward Pastoral 
Care. After becoming certified in this area, she 
ministered as a Pastoral Care Minister or 
Chaplain at St. Francis Hospital, Santa Barbara, 
CA; St. Elizabeth Hospital, Danville, IL; St. 
Therese Medical Center, Waukegan, IL; and St. 
Joseph Hospital, Elgin, IL. The greatest number 
of years in this ministry were spent at Presence 
Villa Franciscan and St. Joseph Medical Center, 
Joliet, IL. Meshed between these years, 
however, were a few years spent at St. Anne’s 
Maternity Home in Los Angeles, CA, as a Child 
Care Worker and Houseparent, even starting a 
rosary and scripture group with the resident 
girls.   
 
In January 2012 Sister found it necessary to 
leave her beloved ministry and retire to the 
Motherhouse.  Sister remained there until July 
2012 when failing health required that she be 
transferred to Presence Villa Franciscan in 
Joliet, IL. 
 
Sister was especially known for her generous 
personality and desire to always please and be 
open to others. She had a great deal of energy 
and gave her all to whatever undertaking she 
was involved in. The long hours of being on 
call and the many times she arose during the 
night to be with someone who was suffering 
or dying were signs of her tremendous love of 
Jesus whom she graciously made visible to 
others. It was a special moment when she 
was able to baptize a dying baby. She had a 
particular devotion to St. Padre Pio, believing 
that it was through his intercession that her 

relative found a much needed job. She was 
even known to have a missionary heart, for 
every coin seen on the ground was picked 
up, put in a jar, and eventually given to the 
missions, along with pens and pencils 
collected over time. 
  
On the occasion of her 60th Jubilee in 2004, 
Sister remarked that she found no regrets 
for her decision to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus as a Franciscan Sister of the Sacred 
Heart. In fact, she wondered what she had 
done to deserve this life and that her heart 
was ever grateful for the blessings and 
graces received. She felt that the Blessed 
Mother had encouraged her to remain 
faithful to the response she had made so 
many years before. 
 
Sister Mary Flora, your smile, gentle way, 
and concern for others will be greatly 
missed. We know that your 60 plus years of 
compassionate ministry in the spirit of Jesus 
will be generously rewarded by your good 
and gracious God. Now may your heart 
swell with delight at seeing your God face 
to face, totally fulfilling you and your love of 
all things good and beautiful! 
 

 

Interment: St. John the Baptist Cemetery, Joliet, Illinois 

 

At Rest  
January 4, 2015 

Sister Mary Flora Papesh was born on 
February 1, 1924 in Joliet, IL, to John 
and Anna (Gregoric) Papesh and was 
given the name Bernice Ann. She was 
one of 12 children, having three sisters 
and eight brothers, and enjoyed the 
care and support of a large, loving 
family.   
 
When Sister Mary Flora grew up, she 
lived on N. Broadway Street in Joliet, 
not far from the Motherhouse of the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. 
Because of her acquaintance with our 
Sisters, it was no surprise that she 
decided to enter our community on 
November 17, 1944, at the age of 20. 
Eleven months later on October 4, 
1945, she was received into the 
Novitiate and was given the name 
Sister Mary Flora. On October 4, 1947, 
she made her First Profession of Vows 
and her Final Profession of Vows on 
October 4, 1950.  
 
After profession Sister was able to fulfill 
another one of her desires by entering 
Nurses Training and becoming a 
Registered Nurse in 1950. Following 
that, her ministries took her to many of 
our hospitals, some being St. Charles 
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        Lord, make me  

an instrument of Your peace. 

 

Sr. Mary Flora 


