Blessings on the Journey
If you would like to share memories and stay
connected with the Sisters, we welcome your
visits, correspondence and calls. Our doors
and our hearts are open to you!
9201 W. St. Francis Road
Frankfort, IL 60423-8330

FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART

In Loving
Memory

815.469.4895

Matthew 11:28
“Come to me, all who
are weary
and overburdened,
and I will

Email: sisters@fssh.net
Twitter: @FranciscansFSSH
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
FSSHNET
Website: www.fssh.net

To honor the memory of Sister Mary Ann and
her loving concern for others,
a donation can be made to the Franciscan
Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further
our works of neighborly love
for those in need.
Thank you for enabling Sister to continue
doing good on earth through
your generosity.

Sr. Mary Ann
Hartz, OSF
1934—2017

“YOU ARE GOD’S
MASTERPIECE,
CREATED ANEW IN

give you

CHRIST JESUS.”
(EPHESIANS 2:10)

rest.”
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Sister Mary Ann
At Rest
April 12, 2017
Sister Mary Ann Hartz was born on
November 21, 1934, in Dallas, South
Dakota, to Frances Ann (Wempe) and
Fred Hartz and was given the name Mary
Ann at baptism. She was the third oldest in
the family, having two brothers and two
sisters. In Sioux City, Iowa, where Sister
grew up, she attended the Hawthorne
Public School and the Cathedral Catholic
School for her elementary education and
Bishop Heelan Catholic High for her high
school education. Because of her interest
in caring for the elderly, she then became
a nurse aide at Leeds Nursing Home.
Sister Mary Ann is one of God’s flowers
whose many years as a Franciscan Sister of
the Sacred Heart have added variety to
our congregation. She is much like the
prairie rose whose flower has five heartshaped petals, reminding us that Sister
grew up in a family of “Hartz,” with five
children. The lives of the Hartz children
were shaped by two wonderful parents,
with three of the children choosing
religious life and two the married life.
It was at the age of 22 that Mary Ann
decided to follow her dream of becoming
a religious sister. On September 1, 1957,
she said farewell to her beloved family and
journeyed to St. Francis Woods in

Frankfort, IL. She spent the next nine months as a
Postulant, becoming accustomed to convent life.
On June 20, 1958, she was received as a Novice
and was given the name Sister M. John Joseph,
which she was known as until she returned to her
baptismal name. During the following two years,
she continued and deepened her formation in the
life of a religious sister. On June 21, 1960, she
proclaimed her First Vows, and on June 21, 1963,
she pronounced her Perpetual Vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience.
After completing a nurse aide course, Sister Mary
Ann ministered at Presence Sacred Heart Home,
Avilla, Indiana, as a geriatric nurse aide and offered
her services in the kitchen and laundry
departments for nearly eight years. The next five+
years she was missioned to St. Vincent Orphanage
and St. Vincent Home in Freeport, Illinois, where
she first worked in the laundry and then became
the night supervisor. Following this, she returned
to St. Francis Woods where she was involved in
domestic services at the Motherhouse for 13 years
and the Portiuncula Center for Prayer for nearly
three years. In her semi-retirement years, she loved
being a home companion to disabled adults for
several hours a couple of days each week. This she
did for nearly 10 years. Then in 2006, she went into
complete retirement. In June 2015, she found it
necessary to go to Presence Villa Franciscan in
Joliet, Illinois, for extended therapy following
surgery.
Because the prairie rose comes up year after year, it
is known for its dependability. This was certainly
one of Sister Mary Ann’s most outstanding
characteristics. Whenever she was assigned a task,
you knew it would be done. If she was working at
the Motherhouse front desk or selling tickets for
one of our community events or carrying trays to
our sick Sisters, we could depend on her being
there and doing the task to the best of her ability.
To all of us, she was a wonderful example of fidelity
to duty.

Like the prairie rose that spreads out in
different directions, Sister Mary Ann spread
her talents out in various areas. As we have
mentioned, she ministered as a nurse aide,
housekeeper, laundry manager and
assistant, and adult caregiver. Being
someone who really enjoyed being of
assistance, she was always available to lend
a helping hand whenever and wherever her
schedule allowed. She also reached out into
the field of art with her beautiful cross-stitch
and embroidery work, as well as designing
and making note cards. These works of art
have graced our bazaars and gift shop and
have brought much joy to those who
received them.
Sister Mary Ann was admitted to Presence
Saint Joseph Medical Center in Joliet on
April 8, 2017, and on April 12, 2017, she
passed peacefully into newness of life. We
extend our deepest sympathy to her
brother, Father Gerald, to her sisters, Sister
Dorothy and Agnes, and to her many
extended family members and friends.
Every stage of a flower’s growth has its own
beauty, and we see that Sister Mary Ann’s
life as a vowed religious sister also has had
these stages. However, we know and
faithfully believe that this final stage is the
most glorious. Sister Mary Ann, may you
now rejoice and celebrate your 60 th Jubilee
in God’s marvelous and eternal dwelling
place!
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“I will give you the crown
of life.” (Revelation 2:10b)

