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Psalm 23:1,4,5 

 

“The Lord is my shepherd,  

so nothing shall I want.  

His rod and his staff 

comfort me.  

He sets a table before me 

and anoints my head  

with oil;  

my cup overflows.  
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“SURELY GOODNESS 

AND LOVING KINDNESS 

WILL FOLLOW ME ALL 

THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, 

AND I WILL DWELL IN 

THE HOUSE OF THE 

LORD FOREVER.”  

(PSALM 23:5-6) 
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9201 W. St. Francis Road 

Frankfort, IL 60423-8330 
 

815.469.4895 
 

Email: sisters@fssh.net 

Twitter: @FranciscansFSSH 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

FSSHNET 

Website: www.fssh.net 

Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 

connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 

visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 

and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To honor the memory of Sister Bernadette  

and her loving concern for others,  

a donation can be made to the Franciscan 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further  

our works of neighborly love  

for those in need. 
 

Thank you for enabling Sister to continue 

doing good on earth through  

your generosity. 

In Loving 

Memory 



When Rosemarie became a novice, she was given 
the name Sister M. Bernadette and then spent the 
following two years learning about our way of life. 
On June 21, 1958 she professed First Vows and on 
June 21, 1961 Final Vows. Because of Sister Jane 
Frances Wilson’s encouragement, she studied 
radiology at Creighton University in Omaha, NE, 
completing her internship at St. Charles Hospital in 
Aurora, IL, in 1962. Following that, Sister spent 
over 25 years as an X-Ray Technician, a Pharmacy 
Technician and a Radiographic Clerk. 

 

Sister Bernadette once said that the Gospel story of 
the Good Shepherd was what sustained her 
throughout her religious life. She said, “When Jesus 
describes himself as the Good Shepherd, he paints 
a beautiful picture of his loving care for each of us, 
and I have felt this care many times. I also know 
that I, too, am called to be a shepherd, bringing 
Christ’s care and compassion wherever I am.” 

 

Certainly Sister Bernadette did this in her ministry. 
Her heart was touched by and reached out in 
compassion to the concerns and sufferings of her 
patients. She once said, “I felt I was really helping 
others because I could uncover the source of a 
patient’s pain, and that information would help 
them in their recovery.” While countless patients 
showed up at the x-ray department, there was one 
patient she would never forget, Bishop Romeo 
Blanchette. In gratitude for Sister’s gracious, expert 
care, Bishop Blanchette gave her a relic of St. 
Bernadette. That was a gift she would always 
treasure from a friend then and a heavenly 
companion now. 

 

After her years in x-ray, Sister Bernadette continued 
to touch and minister to others. As a receptionist at 
Presence Villa Franciscan and Presence Saint 
Joseph Medical Center in Joliet, she showed 
hospitality by graciously answering phones, 
providing necessary information and giving helpful 
directions. For a time, she was sacristan at the 

Motherhouse chapel, preparing the altar 
and sacred vessels for liturgical celebrations. 
Through the years she became skilled in 
crocheting and gladly donated her beautiful 
handmade items to our Annual Bazaar. 

 

Sister Bernadette has surely received and 
given love, friendship, kindness and care to 
many in various ways. Even as a retired 
Sister living at Presence Villa Franciscan, 
Sister witnessed a giving spirit to her fellow 
residents. This is so evident from her 
roommate’s comment, “Sister is the best 
roommate I could have, and I wouldn’t trade 
her for 15 million dollars. She is the best nun 
I have ever known.”  

 

To all of us, Sister has been a special gift and 
a true inspiration by her joyful acceptance of 
prolonged disability. Recently her health 
further deteriorated, and on June 4 she 
passed peacefully into the promised fullness 
of life. We extend our deepest sympathy to 
her brothers, Paul, Thomas and James, and 
to her many relatives and friends. 

 

Sister Bernadette, the Good Shepherd 
closely companioned you during life. May he 
now lovingly carry you in his arms into his 
dwelling place, your eternal “villa.”  

 
Interment: Resurrection Cemetery, Romeoville, Illinois 
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Shepherd me, O God!    

    

At Rest  
June 4, 2016 

Sister Bernadette Beveridge was born on 
July 11, 1937 in Springfield, IL, to Irene 
(Reichert) and Paul Beveridge  and was 
given the name Rosemarie at baptism. She 
was the family’s first born, joined later by 
three brothers. As a child, Rosemarie 
assisted her mother with the household 
chores, helped her father in caring for the 
vegetable garden, and enjoyed playing 
baseball and basketball with her brothers. 
From earliest times, she was taught to pray 
by her parents and the Sisters at Sacred 
Heart School in Springfield, IL. Tucked 
away in her memory is the image of her 
mother often lighting a candle and 
praying before a Sacred Heart statue. 
Perhaps it was those prayers that were 
responsible for Rosemarie’s vocation to the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. 

 

When Rosemarie turned 18, she bid 
farewell to her dear family and journeyed 
to St. Francis Woods on September 2, 1955 
to enter the convent. She attributes her 
call to be a Franciscan partly to her aunt, 
our Sister Mary Catherine Reichert, whose 
home visits she always enjoyed. Also, 
Rosemarie was taught by the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart and considered 
it a privilege to know them. 

 

Sr. Bernadette 


