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“ Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience.”  

COL 3:12  

  

Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 

connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 

visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 

and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To honor the memory of Sister Josephine 

and her loving concern for others,  

a donation can be made to the Franciscan 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further  

our works of neighborly love  

for those in need. 

 

Thank you for enabling Sister to continue 

doing good on earth through  

your generosity. 
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“He has satisfied  

the thirsty soul,  

and the hungry soul  

He has filled  

with what is good." 



welcomed. The size of her heart, mind and soul was 
more important than the size of her stature. On 
August 3, 1955, she was received as a Novice and 
was given the name Sister Josephine. After two 
years of formation, she professed First Vows on 
August 3, 1957 and Final Vows on August 3, 1960. 
Her father’s prayers were answered. One of his 
children would serve the Church as a religious sister. 

After profession, higher education became a part of 
her life. She attended the University of St. Francis in 
Joliet, IL, graduating in 1970 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. She continued pursuing her studies at St. 
Francis University in Fort Wayne, IN, and earned a 
Master of Science in Education in 1980. All of this 
knowledge and skill was shared with elementary 
students as a teacher in our schools in Danville, 
Springfield, Lockport and Peru, IL, and in Auburn, IN. 
After being nominated by one of her students, she 
received the great honor of being recognized by 
Who’s Who of American Teachers.  

After 29 years in education, Sister was asked to leave 
the classroom and assume a position in the 
congregation’s Office of Temporal Affairs. At first, 
this change was difficult for her, but before long she 
felt right at home in this particular ministry because 
accounting is what she had done before she 
entered the community. In fact, she would spend 
the next 28 years in this position before retiring on 
January 12, 2016. 

Sister Josephine followed the example of her father 
whom she said helped everyone. Before and after 
school, she dedicated her time to special needs 
children. She often visited the lonely and 
homebound. She participated in the Big Brother, Big 
Sister program. She served as Chair of our annual 
bazaar for many years. She prepared thousands of 
bakery items for our annual Garage Sale. Besides this 
gift of generosity, her gift of creativity was seen in 
the beautiful pillowcases she embroidered, in the 
entertainment she provided at various events, and in 
the many poems she wrote for special occasions 
such as jubilees, anniversaries and birthdays, or as 

tributes and thank-yous. Her poem, “A Mouse 
Tale,” received the Editor’s Choice Award 
from the International Library of Poetry. 

On March 3, 2016, Sister was taken to 
Presence Saint Joseph Medical Center 
because of health issues. On March 9, 2016, 
she was transferred to Presence Villa 
Franciscan in order to receive physical 
therapy. She seemed to be progressing well 
when, on March 23, 2016, God unexpectedly 
called her to the heavenly banquet, where 
she no longer suffers or wants for anything, 
but delights in everything good and 
beautiful. We extend our sympathy to her 
sisters Joyce and Jean, to her brother-in–laws 
Donald and Allen, to her nieces and 
nephews, and to her many friends. All will 
deeply miss her friendship. 

Sister Josephine, during the 58 years of your 
religious life, you have woven together a 
beautiful pattern of prayer, community and 
generous service to others. You have also 
said that, because of being short, you have 
practiced a great deal of humility. Be assured 
that all of us know very well that God’s little 
nun was none too little to accomplish all that 
she was called to do. May you now receive a 
most deserving reward for your love, your 
faithfulness, your Franciscan presence 
among us, your ways to make others feel 
better, and of course, your ability to make all 
of us laugh! 

Interment: Resurrection Cemetery,  
Romeoville, Illinois 

 

At Rest  
March 23, 2016 

Sister Josephine Rosenkranz, the second of 
three daughters, was born on March 19, 
1937 in LaSalle, IL, to Bernard and Louise 
(Pelko) Rosenkranz. Although she was born 
on the feast of St. Joseph, her parents did 
not want her to be called Josephine 
because their last name was already 10 
letters long. So, at her baptism on April 4, 
she was given the name Rita Ann. 
However, she always had a great devotion 
to St. Joseph. She attended the weekly 
novena to him at her parish church. She 
often prayed to St. Joseph for special favors 
and said that her prayers were always 
answered. On the occasion of her Silver 
Jubilee, she made a pilgrimage to St. 
Joseph Shrine in Montreal, Canada, which 
was one of the most memorable events in 
her life. 

She attended St. Joseph School and St. 
Joseph Commercial in Peru, IL, where she 
was taught by our Sister Adeline Mazure. 
This began her acquaintance with our 
congregation. However, her desire was to 
join the Franciscans of Penance and 
Charity, the Sisters who taught her in grade 
school. But she was told that they would 
not accept her because of her short 
physical stature. After meeting with our 
Sister Tharsilla LeDoux at St. Mary Hospital 
in LaSalle, IL, she knew that God wanted 
her in our congregation. So, on September 
26, 1954, she entered the Postulancy at St. 
Francis Woods where she was warmly 

My God and my all!    

Sr. M. Josephine 
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