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Isaiah 41:10 

 

“Do not fear, 

for I am with you.  

I will strengthen you  

and help you;  

I will uphold you  

with my right hand.” 
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“THE LORD  
HAS DONE 

MARVELS FOR ME  
AND HOLY  

IS HIS NAME.”  

(LUKE 1:49) 
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Blessings on the Journey 
If you would like to share memories and stay 
connected with the Sisters, we welcome your 
visits, correspondence and calls.  Our doors 

and our hearts are open to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To honor the memory of Sister Mary 
Catherine and her loving concern for others,  

a donation can be made to the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart to further  

our works of neighborly love  
for those in need. 

 

Thank you for enabling Sister to continue 
doing good on earth through  

your generosity. 

In Loving 
Memory 



Catherine realized her second dream—that of 
becoming a teacher, which she considered an 
awesome privilege. For the next 44 years, she 
taught students in grades 1-8 in our schools in 
Dyer, Garrett and Schererville, IN, and Peru, 
Lockport and Park Forest, IL, and also served as 
Principal in Mokena, IL, and Oroville, CA.  

In her classroom, Sister wanted all to feel like they 
belonged. She decorated and arranged the space 
to make it both inviting and stimulating. She 
affirmed students who were doing well with a pat 
on the back or a sticker placed on their paper. She 
reached out to those who found learning difficult 
and spent extra time with them in an effort to 
encourage and help them to do better. She had a 
special gift for getting students interested in and 
excited about learning, which made her a favorite 
teacher. All of this, plus her organization and 
preparedness, became her teaching trademark. 
When she handed on her class to the next 
teacher, they were definitely well prepared. One of 
the greatest joys of her teaching career was seeing 
one of her students, Michael Lane, ordained a 
diocesan priest. Sister also willing taught in the 
Religious Education program in various parishes 
for 16 years. In addition, her love of teaching 
extended into the summer months when she 
participated in special ministries for the poor and 
underprivileged. Two highlights were when she 
taught Bible School for an inner-city parish in 
Wilmington, DE, and served the Chippewa Indians 
in Grand Portage, MN. Beyond the classroom, 
Sister assisted in other ways by serving as sacristan, 
preparing the sacred vessels for Mass, and 
decorating the altars.  

In 1987, Sister retired from the classroom and 
came home to the Motherhouse. With her still 
strong and willing spirit, she served her Sisters in 
community, working five years as the Purchasing 
Agent and then eight years as a part-time assistant 
in the laundry. In the Big Brother Big Sister 
Program she helped students with their 
homework after school and also participated in 

the Pen Pal Program with a nearby Catholic 
grade school. In all of these ways, Sister 
brought others much happiness.  

When Sister fully retired, she continued to 
write letters in her still-beautiful penmanship 
and spend much time with her hands 
folded in prayer. Years ago Sister welcomed 
a newcomer to our Motherhouse chapel. 
That woman never forgot her kindness and 
years later returned it by assisting Sister in 
her time of need. This is just one example of 
the many times when Sister’s kindness to 
others came back as a blessing to her.  
 
On December 28, 2016, Sister Death visited 
our dear Sister Mary Catherine and swept 
her away into God’s loving embrace.  We 
thank her loving caregivers and extend our 
sympathy to all of her relatives and many 
friends.  

Sister Mary Catherine, our hearts are 
saddened by your loss. However, you leave 
with us the spiritual fragrance of your life— 
the fragrance of faith that inspires us to 
hunger ever more for our God, the 
fragrance of hope that draws us deeper into 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the fragrance 
of love that impels us to daily build up the 
Body of Christ, the Church. Sister Mary 
Catherine, the Lord has certainly done 
marvels for you! May you now marvel at the 
beauty of God’s face for all eternity. 

Interment: Resurrection Cemetery,  
Romeoville, Illinois 
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Behold, I make all things new! 
(Revelation 21:5) 

At Rest  
December 28, 2016 

Sister Mary Catherine Reichert was born 
on August 12, 1920 in Springfield, IL, to 
Otto and Mary (Desch) Reichert. She was 
the youngest in a family of one boy and 
five girls. As a first grader at Sacred Heart 
School in Springfield, IL, she entered the 
classroom of our Sister M. Devota, whose 
enthusiastic teaching and loving way of 
interacting with the children captivated 
her. From that time on, Catherine began 
to dream of becoming a teacher just like 
her.  The prayerfulness and dedication of 
all the Sisters also inspired her to consider 
a calling to religious life – a thought she 
nurtured and carried in her heart.  

After graduating from high school, her 
dream of becoming a Sister began to 
materialize when she entered the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart on 
September 1, 1940. After one year as a 
Postulant, she was received as a Novice 
on March 19, 1941. The next two years 
were spent in learning about our way of 
life.  On March 19, 1943 Sister took her 
First Vows and on March 19, 1946 she 
professed Perpetual Vows.  Through her 
years of novitiate and college education at 
the University of St. Francis in Joliet, IL, she 
prepared herself to bring Christ’s presence 
to others.  

Soon after Profession, Sister Mary 

Sister Mary Catherine 


