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Keeping the Charism Alive 
All who were here for the 2018 Sister-Associate Retreat brought their whole heart and soul to each session! 
We energetically shared the charism of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart: “Sisters of mercy, joyous 
and poor, doing works of neighborly love.”  

If a picture is worth a thousand words, what follows are a few thousand words about the weekend. This is our 
challenge: to keep the charism alive in our hearts and lives every day. We live in the Sacred Heart of Jesus as 
Franciscans who practice being merciful, joyous and poor and doing works of neighborly love every day.  

The Associate Movement across North America continues to evolve. The article at this link  
http://www.nacar.org/nacarnews/13-nacarnews/87-personalreflectiononlayassociation.html?showall=1 gives a 
wonderful review of what being an Associate means. How blessed we are to have more than 100 Associates 
who journey with the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Each one is, in her or his own way, carrying our 
charism to people beyond the reach of the Sisters. As we are becoming more aware, there is a specific “call” 
to be an Associate. Our Initial Commitment and Jubilee ceremony gave us an opportunity to celebrate with 
one another the beautiful charism that has been given to us by the Spirit—to be people of mercy, joyous and 
poor, doing works of neighborly love. 

                                                                            Sr. Norma 

Janssen 

          
Director of Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Velcich Diane Janowski Hermle Jeanne Worden Darlene Ryan Mary Patalita-Au  

Associate Sue Karst from our USA Circle (le ) and Kathy O’Neil from our 
Fort Wayne Circle (center) made special commitment renewals in the 
presence of General Community Leader Sr. Joyce Shanabarger (right) in 
celebra on of their 25th Jubilee. Both Jubilarians over the years have 
deepened their understanding and living of the Franciscan way of life. 
Both Sisters and Associates were delighted to rejoice with them and 
celebrate their Jubilee.  

On October 6, FSSH Associates renewed their 
commitments to bring our charism to life. 
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May we always be 

merciful, joyous  

and poor,  

doing works of 

neighborly love 


