
 

 
Lay Association—What it Means 

 
The Associate Movement across North America continues to evolve. The article at this link 

http://www.nacar.org/nacarnews/13-nacarnews/87-personalreflectiononlayassociation.html?showall=1 

gives a wonderful review of what being an Associate means.  How blessed we are to soon have close to 

100 Associates who journey with the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Each one is, in her or his own 

way, carrying our charism to people beyond the reach of the Sisters.  As we are becoming more aware, 

there is a specific “call” to be an Associate. Our Initial Commitment and Jubilee ceremony gave us an 

opportunity to celebrate with one another the beautiful charism that has been given to us by the Spirit—to 

be people of mercy, joyous and poor, doing works of neighborly love.     

            Sr. Norma Janssen 

 

Celebrating the Associates of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
 

On August 26, 2017 at a 4:00 p.m. Eucharist, Margo St. Julien celebrated her 25 th Jubilee as an Associate 

of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. At this same Mass, nine individuals made their first 

commitments as Associates. See the following two pages for photos from the celebration. 

Associates are women and men who desire to identify more closely with the Franciscan way of life, deepen 

their spirituality and journey with others for companionship and support. Associates witness to the Gospel 

values in their daily lives, families and ministries. Through their prayer and good works, they share with and 

inspire one another and their “neighbors” in the spirit of Saints Francis and Clare. 

For more information about the Associate relationship, see fssh.net or contact Sister Norma Janssen, 

Director of Associates, at 815.469.4895, ext. 879.          

  

 

FSSH Associate Mission Statement 

“With joy and compassion, we live the Gospel  
in the spirit of Francis and Clare  

through prayer and  works of neighborly love.” 

 



Celebrate with Us! 

On August 26, General Community Leader Sr. Joyce 
Shanabarger accepted the First Commitments of nine 

new FSSH Associates and the re-commitment  
of 25-year Jubilarian Margo St. Julien. 

From left, standing: Director of Associates Sr. Norma Janssen, Brigitte Rebouche, Mary 
Ann O’Donnell, 25-year Jubilarian Margo St. Julien, Hortencia and Joseph Rangel, 

Marjorie Harris, and General Community Leader Sr. Joyce Shanabarger;  
from left, seated: Patricia Harter, Laura Hoffman, Catherine Velcich and Joann Toti 



 

Making their First Commitment as Associates of the Franciscan Sister of the Sacred Heart were: Marjorie Harris, Catherine 
Velcich, Patricia Harter, Brigitte Rebouche, Laura Hoffman, Mary Ann O’Donnell, Joann Toti, Hortencia Rangel and Joseph 
Rangel. We are blessed to have such caring individuals join us in living out the Gospel in the Spirit of Francis and Clare through 
prayer and works of neighborly love! 


