
Summerville Baptist Church Summer Sunday School Class Handout

The Power of Forgiveness

Sermon Date: August 9, 2020


Big Idea: Forgiveness Involves Three people


Scripture Passage: Matthew 18: 23-35 

Passage Overview

Jesus is teaching his disciples when Peter asks how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister. Jesus replies with a telling of the Parable of the Unmerciful 
Servant. In this parable, a king forgives a servant’s very large debt but later, the 
servant is not forgiving to one of his fellow  servants who owed a much smaller 
amount. On hearing this, the king orders the first servant to be imprisoned and 
tortured until he could repay his debt. Jesus concludes the parable warning that 
God will treat us similarly unless we forgive one another from our hearts.


Questions to Meditate On and Discuss in Class:

1. Why do you suppose Peter asked the question on how many times we 

are to forgive our brother or sister?

2. Besides forgiveness, what else does this parable teach and say to you?

3. How does the king and his actions in this parable align with what God the 

Father has done for you through His son Jesus?

4. What does this parable say to you about how just a God our Father in 

Heaven is?

5. Why do you think Jesus shared this particular parable with his disciples?

6. Knowing the personalty type that most associate with Peter, how do you 

think he received the parable?


Personal Reflection

1. Have you ever acted like the first servant knowing that God has forgiven 

you for your sin but you haven’t forgiven second servant for their less 
egregious sin against you?


2. Have you ever been the second servant and witnessed a fellow believer 
not forgive you despite your apologies and pleas for forgiveness? How 
did you feel? What did you do? What would you recommend to another 
in a similar situation to do.


3. Is there someone you need to forgive? 


