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Disciplined 
 

Scripture Passage: 2 Sam. 24:10-25 

The Point: God disciplines His people to move them to repentance.  
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Paying careful attention to God’s Word and religiously following His instructions for  

     life never fails to produce wonderful results.  

 B. In this final session we will focus on an event when King David showed a lack of trust  

     in God and too much faith in earthly power.  

 C. The events in this study occurred after David became king of all Israel but we cannot  

     be sure whether the events happened early or late in David’s reign. 

1. The parallel account appears in 1 Chronicles 21.  

 D. The events seem puzzling.  

1. For some unspecified reason, the Lord became angry with Israel and, in   

    response, King David took a census of his troops (v.1).  

2. But when it was complete David realized he had sinned and asked the Lord  

    to forgive him (vv.2-10).  

II. CONFESSION (2 Sam. 24:10)  

 A. David began to feel guilty for what he had done.  Why? 

  1. He and the people had begun to distrust God’s protection and rely on worldly  

    promises of security.  

  2. The purpose of the census was to determine how many men of fighting age that  

    were available in Israel. 

 B. David confessed the magnitude of his personal wrongdoing, admitting that he had  

     missed the mark of God’s intended plan for him. 

 C. It was foolish in that he had acted as if God didn’t exist. 

 D. “guilt” = the sinful condition acquired by doing wrong.  

  1. Only God can forgive sins and remove the sinner’s guilt so David confessed his  

    sin and asked the Lord to remove his guilt. 

III. CONSEQUENCES (2 Sam. 24:11-15)  

 A. This declaration emphasized that the prophet had received a direct word from God  

     about a specific situation in the land and how God planned to respond (v.11).  

 1. God had heard David’s confession and responded to it before David got up in  

    the morning.  

 B. There will be consequences to our sin.  Here God said that David would get to make  

     the decision (v.12). 

 C. The choices… (v.13) 

  1. three years of famine 

  2. three months on the run 

  3. three days of deadly sickness 



 D. Whatever David decided would result in great suffering of the people (v.14). 

  1. David wisely concluded that the best option was to fall into the Lord’s hands  

    rather than into human hands.  

  2. David knew that the Lord would be more merciful than man. 

 E. God sent the plague and spread rapidly and completely (v.15). 

  1. Dan = northernmost tribe. 

  2. Beer-sheba = the southernmost city. 

  3. 70,000 men had died, total did not include women and children. 
 

IV. COMPASSION (2 Sam. 24:16-17)  

 A. God said to His angel to stop the plague (v.16). 

  1. “the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite” = where the angel stopped  

    Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac and where Solomon chose to construct  

    the Temple.  

 B. The daily reports of mass deaths in the land shook David to his core (v.17).  

  1. David petitioned God to let the remaining punishment fall on him and his  

    family.  

 

V. CONTRITION (2 Sam. 24:18-25)  

 A. Gad came to David with instructions for petitioning the Lord to end the plague (v.18). 

 B. David was obedient and the owner of the land was equally obedient (vv.19-20).  

 C. David did not confiscating the land for selfish reasons; he wanted to intercede for  

    others so he wanted to purchase it (v.21).  

 D. Araunah wanted to join David in the worship of the Lord (vv.22-23). 

 E. David declined Araunah’s gift offer on the grounds that an offering to the Lord for  

    deliverance should cost the giver something (v.24).  

 F. David erected an altar to the Lord and offered sacrifices that signified total  

    commitment to God and the restoration of their previously broken relationship (v.25). 
 

VI. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

A. Believers should confess their sins to God as soon as they are aware. 

B. Sin always carries consequences. 

C. Believers are to offer their best to God, knowing that He offered His Son for them. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. In what ways have you experienced God’s discipline? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Have you any unconfessed sin that is hindering you?  Confess it to the  

    Lord. 
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