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Resolved 
 

Scripture Passage: 2 Sam. 21:1-6,10-14 

The Point: God provides direction and strength when His people face trying times.  
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. Sin corrupts our design and disrupts our function. Life’s difficulties can also  

               overwhelm us and hinder us from fulfilling our God-given purpose. 

 B. The last four chapters of 2 Samuel describe six separate events that occurred at  

               different times in David’s reign.  

1. These accounts appear in no particular chronological order. 

2. Second Samuel 21 contains two of these stories. 

 a. Justice for the Gibeonites (2 Sam. 21:1-14). 

 b. Battles Against Philistine Giants (2 Sam. 21:15-22). 
 

II. THE CAUSE (2 Sam. 21:1-3)  

 A. Drought and famine often go hand in hand.  One or two years of drought was normal  

               but three seemed to imply that God was judging the nation.  The shortages of food and  

               other resources generated extensive distress and hardship for the people.  

 B. David prayed for answers regarding a prolonged famine in Israel, and the Lord  

     revealed that it was judgment for King Saul’s breaking an oath of peace with the  

     Gibeonites (v.1).  

 C. The Gibeonites were a group already living in Canaan when the Israelites entered the  

               land.  They arranged a plan of peace and were given the job of woodcutters and water  

               carriers (v.2). 

  1. This covenant promise contradicted the Israelites’ mandate to totally demolish  

    the pagan groups. Since the covenant was made in the Lord’s name the Israelites  

    were obligated to honor it. When Saul tried to kill the Gibeonites he disregarded  

    the long-standing oath.  

 D. David asked them what he could do to make the situation right so that God would  

               bless the nation (v.3). 
 

  



III. THE REQUEST (2 Sam. 21:4-6)  

 A. They didn’t want money nor could they put any Israelites to death because of their  

               agreement (v.4). 

  1. David promises to do whatever they asked. 

 B. Saul as well as others sought to bring to an end all of the Gibeonites (v.5). 

 C. They asked for seven male descendants that they could execute and then to publicly  

               display the bodies (v.6). 

  1. David’s purpose behind authorizing the death sentence was to end the famine  

                         that God had brought on Israel as a result of Saul’s attempts to exterminate the  

                         Gibeonites.  

2. By giving justice to the Gibeonites, David would fulfill some of his  

    responsibilities as God’s chosen king.  

  3. This would also be the signal to the rest of Saul’s family to halt their persecution  

                         of the Gibeonites. 
 

IV. THE RESOLUTION (2 Sam. 21:10-14)  

 A. Rizpah, Saul’s concubine and the mother of two of the executed men, guarded the  

               bodies of the men executed by the Gibeonites (v.10).  

  1. Her vigil lasted for six months. 

  2. The rain was the answer that God was now pleased with the nation. 

 B. The displayed bodies of executed criminals were required to be buried at sundown on  

     the day they died. Failure to bury corpses rendered the land unclean.  

 C. Her actions also may have encouraged David to take action (vv.11-12). 

  1. This was now an opportunity to honor the Lord’s chosen. 

 D. The bones of Saul, his three sons who were killed in the battle on Mount Gilboa, and  

               the seven male descendants executed in Gibeah were brought to the town of Zela  

              (vv.13-14). 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

A. God disciplines His people with a view toward redemption. 

B. Believers should expect God to act with justice toward all people. 

C. Prayer enables God’s people to endure even the most difficult of times.  

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. What has God used in the past to get your attention? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Saul’s actions and attitudes impacted generations after his death.  What  

                        are the good things you are doing that will impact future generations of  

                        your family?  Reflect on the sinful things that you are doing that could  

                        hurt future generations.  Ask God to help you change those behaviors. 
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