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Scripture Passage: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

The Point: Believers should be motivated by the value of living a godly life as opposed to 

material gain. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

A. Committed Christians must constantly guard against getting sidetracked by material    

     desires and losing their focus on serving Christ.  

B. In this session’s Bible passage, Paul warned Timothy about the dangers of greed. 

 C. The false teachers were after personal gain because of their greed so Paul countered  

     the greed of the false teachers by calling for believers to strive for godliness with  

     contentment. 

 D. Paul did not advocate poverty for poverty’s sake but rather challenged the Ephesian  

     believers to live simple lives in order to stay focused on serving the Lord.  

E. He ended his instruction by detailing the self-inflicted wounds brought on by greed. 
 

II. TRUE CONTENTMENT (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 

 A. The false teachers’ problem was their attitude toward ministry because they  

     considered it a good way to become rich. 

 B. “godliness with contentment” = a reliance on God that leads to a sense of satisfaction  

               no matter the circumstances (v.6). 

 C. We cannot take material possessions with us, so greed makes no sense (v.7). 

 D. If too much is bad then how much do we need (v.8)? 

  1. “food” = anything that sustains or nourishes the physical body. 

  2. “clothing” = anything that covers and protects the body. 

  3. “content” = satisfied, not always wanting more. 

 E. Paul was not condemning wealth but rather the craving for possessions that  

    overshadowed a desire for true godliness (v.9). 

 1. “fall into temptation” = an enticement to sin. 

 2. “trap” = anything that might bring a person under the control of a hostile force. 

 3. “many foolish and harmful desires” = meaningless and using dangerous methods  

    to achieve wealth. 

4. Craving material wealth can have disastrous consequences. 

 a. “plunge” = sinking boat. 

F. The love of money is one cause of sin but not the only cause (v.10). 
 

III. TRUE RICHES (1 Timothy 6:11-16) 

 A. Timothy was a man of God and the false teachers were not (v.11). 

  1. “flee from these things” = everything that characterized the false teachers. 

  2. “righteousness and godliness” = conduct. 

  



  3. “faith and love” = commitment to God and love for both God and the Ephesian  

                          believers. 

  4. “endurance and gentleness” = patiently dealing with difficulties. 

 B. Paul used the phrase to refer to the Christian life as spiritual warfare with the powers  

     of evil as well as inevitable daily struggles with temptations, false teachings, and the  

     hardships of pastoral ministry (v.12). 

 1. Timothy needed to grasp and hang on to the promise of salvation that God gives  

              all who put their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 C. Timothy could take courage from Jesus’ bold testimony in the face of adversity  

     (vv.13-14). 

 D. He and He alone will control the timing (v.15). 

 E. Paul proclaims how unique the sovereign God is and that He deserves our highest  

     praise (v.16). 
 

IV. STEWARDS OF GOOD WORKS (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

 A. Some believers had become wealthy and they needed to be reminded of the spiritual  

     pitfalls that wealth could bring if not used properly (v.17). 

 B. The wealthy Christian should pursue good deeds and share their material resources  

     (v.18).  

 C. We should store up treasures in heaven and the result will be joy and peace in this life  

     (v.19). 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers find purpose and contentment by pursuing godliness. 

B. Believers are to live in light of the promise of eternal life. 

C. Believers are to use what they have to bless others. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to discuss, what they feel would be what most people might  

    say they need to feel secure? 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. How does your personal/family/household budget reflect your trust in  

    God? 

   b. Do your possessions have control of you or do you control your  

              possessions? 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Lasting Investments & 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

  2. Believers should be motivated by the value of living a godly life as opposed to  

    material gain. 
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