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The Point: Believers are to be mindful of how they represent God in this world. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. The church in Ephesus faced some critical challenges in Paul’s day.  

B. The apostle urged Timothy to lead the congregation to pray about their situation. 

C. God is more than ready to help His people fulfill the mission He gives them. 

 D. The false teachers had negatively impacted the prayer and worship within the church. 

 E. There were needless conflicts and a worldly emphasis on physical appearance that  

     hindered the prayer lives of some in the church.  
 

II. THROUGH PRAYER (1 Timothy 2:1-7) 

 A. Prayer must be a priority in the church (v.1). 

  1. Paul’s list of synonyms for prayer highlighted the foundational importance of  

    prayer in dealing with the challenges that believers and churches face. 

2. “be made for everyone” = praying for all types of people. 

 B. We should be praying for all governmentally leaders so that we have a tranquil and  

     quiet life (v.2). 

  1. because the leaders could make it difficult for believers. 

  2. because Christians should stand out and be different than the rest of the world. 

 C. Praying for others, including governmental leaders, is the right thing to do because  

               God wants everyone to be saved (vv.3-4). 

 D. Salvation comes through what Jesus has done for us and is pleading our case before  

     God (v.5). 

E. Jesus willingly gave His life for us and did so at the perfect time, just as God decided  

    (v.6). 

F. Paul was called by Jesus to preach His message to the Gentiles (v.7). 
 

III. LED BY GODLY MEN (1 Timothy 2:8) 

 A. Paul moves from a general discussion of prayer to specific instructions for various  

     groups in the church. 

 B. “men” = men, males or husbands. 

 C. “every place” = they were to behave wherever believers gathered for worship and/or  

     lived out their daily lives. 

 D. “lifting up holy hands” = a gesture of openness before God. 

 E. Prayer and worship will never be productive when hate and fighting are present. 

 

This outline and the rest in this series support the Bible Study for Life materials for the 

Summer quarter, 2019 from Lifeway.  



IV. SUPPORTED BY GODLY WOMEN (1 Timothy 2:9-15) 

 A. The clothing of the women should take away from the worship experience, don’t be a  

     distraction (v.9). 

 1. Clothing should not be revealing and the other should not be worn to impress  

    others or God. 

 B. As with both male and female, God is more interested in how His people appear on the  

     inside than on the outside (v.10). 

 1. He looks for a changed heart that leads to good works. 

 C. The actions of women in worship (v.11). 

  1. “quietly” = not to be silent but with no disturbance or interruption. 

  2. “full submission” = to husband, not to disgrace him and also to the teacher,  

     learning is practically impossible when rebellious people constantly challenge  

     the teacher’s authority. 

 D. Paul limited the role of doctrinal teaching in worship gatherings to male Christian  

     leaders and stated that women were not to have authority over men (v.12). 

E. He based his instruction on the fact that Adam was created first and that Eve was used  

    to tempt the man (vv.13-14). -you may have some discussion here, refer to the notes in  

    leader’s guide- 

 F. The false teachers were using women for their disruptive purposes while forbidding  

     marriage and parenting so Paul says that women will find their greatest fulfillment in  

     becoming mothers (v.15). 

 1. He was not saying that the only way for women to make it to heaven were to  

    have children! 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers are to pray with a focus on the lost. 

B. Godly men are to set the example when it comes to praying for others. 

C. Godly women are mindful of how their dress and actions impact the witness of the  

     church. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group discuss the difference between Christian and non-Christian  

              choices and what happens when there is no visible difference. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Challenge the group to reflect on this, if you were to move to a foreign  

    country would the native population know you to be Christian or an  

    American by the way you live? 

   b. Seek to make choices this week that demonstrate your faith in Christ. 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. On Mission & 1 Timothy 2:1-15 

  2. Believers are to be mindful of how they represent God in this world. 
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