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Scripture Passage: 1 Timothy 5:1-8,17-21 

The Point: Believers should care for others, including widows and ministers. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

 A. In the Bible passages for this session, Paul instructed Timothy that all Christians, by  

               virtue of their common faith in Jesus Christ, are a family—God’s family. 

 B. As such, believers should relate to one another as family. 

1. younger Christians treating older believers with parental respect;  

2. all Christians lovingly helping one another as brothers and sisters;  

3. and giving special care to their most needy and most vulnerable family  

    members. 
 

II. RESPECT ALL (1 Timothy 5:1-2) 

 A. Paul instructs Timothy on how to deal with those older than him (v.1). 

  1. “rebuke” = to publicly speak or strike against. 

  2. “exhort” = to encourage, using the power of calm persuasion. 

  3. “younger men as brothers” = not trying to be their boss or know-it-all. 

 B. His instruction regarding relating to women paralleled what was said about men (v.2). 

  1. “with all purity” = sexual purity. 

2. Timothy needed to be on guard against sexual temptation. 
 

III. CARE FOR WIDOWS (1 Timothy 5:3-8) 

 A. In biblical times, widows who were without other family support often suffered severe  

     economic distress. 

 B. “support” =  money, food, clothing, shelter, or any of life’s basic necessities (v.3). 

  1. The false teachers may have been leading others to ignore the widows. 

  2. He gives guidelines to make sure that the church is not taken of advantage of. 

 C. They were not to take the place of family responsibility (v.4). 

 D. Paul knew that the widows had no one else but God and their prayers were non-stop  

     (v.5). 

E. “self-indulgent” = those who cheat workers, live in luxury, and continually seek   

     worldly pleasures (v.6). 

 1. A widow that lived in such a way did not qualify to receive financial support  

    from the church and she stood in stark contrast to the widow who humbly puts  

    her trust in God. 

 F. This was not to be taken lightly because it will have an impact on their spiritual life as  

    well as the church as a whole (v.7). 

G. Christians are to take care of their family, if they fail to do so they are acting worse  

     than the non-Christians (v.8). 
 



IV. CARE FOR PASTORS (1 Timothy 5:17-21) 

 A. A faithful pastor is worthy of a double recognition (v.17). 

 B. Paul grounded his instructions regarding the support of church leaders in the Scripture  

     (v.18). 

1. Deuteronomy 25:4 - when using an ox to tread out grain, the farmer was not to  

    muzzle the animal but instead, he was to permit the ox to occasionally eat a  

    mouthful of the grain as a reward. 

2. Deuteronomy 24:15 - commands God’s people to pay poor day laborers for their  

    work after each day; to refuse to do so was sinful and invited God’s judgment. 

 C. The church members were not to listen to the gossip from another member (v.19). 

 D. The shift from accusation to punishment is abrupt (v.20). 

  1. He was to publicly correct those guilty of sin. 

  2. The public embarrassment would cause the rest to have second thoughts when  

              tempted to sin. 

E. God is constantly watching all that is happening (v.21). 

 1.  “without prejudice” = decisions were not to be made before all of the facts were  

      known. 

2. “favoritism” =  not to take sides or show partiality to anyone or anything. 
 

V. CONCLUSION & APPLICATION 

 A. Believers are to treat each other as respected family members. 

B. Believers are to help take care of the needs of faithful believers who face life alone. 

C. Believers are responsible to God for the support they provide their pastoral leadership. 

D. Teaching Ideas 

  1. Create Interest 

   a. Ask the group to discuss the various responsibilities when caring for  

    family members. 

   b. As Christians we are to care for our spouse, children and parents. 

  2. Closing Challenge 

   a. Discuss the ways that your church express care and concern for your  

              pastor and staff. 

   b. Make a plan to express appreciation to your pastor and staff. 

 E. Don’t Forget!!! 

  1. Being Responsible & 1 Timothy 5:1-8,17-21 

  2. Believers should care for others, including widows and ministers. 
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